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REMARKS. 



This is the dramatic history of the Earl of War- 
wick ; whose exploits as a soldier, and intrigues as % 
{K>Iitician, obtained him a second title from the po- 
pulace — a title, at this time, recognised by all Christ* 
i endom, in the person of another warrior* Warwick 
was called — ^** The Setter-^up and Puller-down of 
Kings."' 

By some^ this appellation was meant as an ho« 
nour ; by others, as a reproach to Warwick : but as^ 
in the distribution of thrones, he never showed a 
wish to secure one for himself, it may fairly be sup*- 
posed that he conscientiously gave the royal sceptre 
into that hand, which he hoped and believed best 
could wield it; his latent self love pointing out to 
him, alternately, that candidate as most worthy of 
the crown, who most revered his power and dignity. 

In this tragedy, the youthful, gay, and gallant 
Edward the Fourth, is, for the first and the last time^ 
brought upon the stage in person; though a well* 
known character, by description, in some of our best 
Englbh dramas. 

Edward is excellently described in the play of 
^ Jan« Shore,** as her betrayer, and doting lover. In 
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" Richard the Third," he is depicted as a dying 
king, and the beloved husband of this very Elizabeth, 
for whom, in this tragedy, he sighs j and whose power 
over his heart, caused the resentment of his friend, 
the Earl of Warwick ; and, of consequence, the loss 
of his throne, till that great man chose to be ap- 
peased. 

The reader will piobably have a much higher re- 
spect for the charms of the Lady Elizabeth Grey, 
here celebrated, and of her whole character, by keep* 
ing in his recollection, that she was afterwards the 
afflicted mother of the two young princes, murdered 
in the Tower ; and the mother-in-law of Richmond^ 
fifterwards Henry the Seventh. 

The famed Margaret of Anjou, wife of Henry th$ 
Sixth, here portrayed, was the daughter of Rene of 
Anjou, King of Sicily : and, all heroine as she wasy 
in heading whole armies to fight her captive hus- 
band's battles, her prowess in the field was far less 
eminent than that of the female general, her imme* 
diate precursor : — Joan of Arc, the Maid of Orleans, 
acted her military feats in the early part of the reign 
of Henry the Sixth; and Joan's and Margaret'9 
achievements in arms, might have taught th« Earl of 
Warwick less vain glory in his martial deeds. 

The character of Margaret is so well drawn in this 
playi that, by the dignified exertions of Mrs. Yates, 
who first appeared in the part, the play had a very 
favourable reception. 

* A mistake occurred during the rehearsal of this dra» 
pa, which proves the deception to which dramatic writ* 
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•rsy mana^n of theatres, and the acton, are freqaently 
liable.^^Every one of the before named experienced 
persons, who were concerned in the tragedy of the 
^* £ari of Warwick,*^ condoled with Mrs. Yates, be- 
fore the piece was brought forth, on her having to 
represent a part in it of such ferocious mind and 
manners, as would infallibly be hateful to every au- 
ditor. The event proved otherwise ; and Margaret of 
Anjou was the favourite character of the public, the 
sole upholder of the play in its long attraction, and 
obscured, with her brilliancy, both Warwick and the 
King, although the two most admired actors of the 
theatre, Holland and Powell, represented those parts. 

This tragedy is a translation Irom the French play 
of the same name, by the famous De La Harpe, wh6 
died since the French revolution. It was first acted in 
Paris in the year 176*4; and was brought on the stage 
in this country in I767, by Dr. Thomas Franklin, 
called the Grecian^ from his learning. 

The original writer did wrong by inventing, but 
the translator, as an Englishman, has done worse in 
adopting, an historical falsehood introduced at the 
catastrophe of this play. The famed Earl of War- 
wick was slain at the battle of Barnet ; which being 
a circumstance more likely to be forgotten, than that 
Richard the Third was killed in Bosworth field ; it 
ought to have been held peculiarly sacred by the 
poet, as a recorded truth, which, by fictitious colour- 
ing, might easily be effaced from the memory of the 
young. 

To those who love that long disputed subject of 
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kingly prerogative^ and the privilegies of the people, 
tome scenes between Edward and the Earl of War^ 
ivick, may give high amusement : and may possibly 
fix their wavering opinions— «-upon which ever sid^ 
they chance to be inclining. 
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EARL OF WARWICK. 



ACT THE FIRST. 



SCENE I. 



A Palace, 



Enter Margaret of Anjou, and Lady ClifforiT. 

•■ 

Lady C, Thanks, gracious Heaven ! my royal mis- 
tress smiles ; 
Unusual gladness sparkles in .her eye, 
And bids new welcome in the stranger, joy, 
To his new mansion. 

Marg. Yes, my faithful Clifford, ; 

Fortune is weary of oppressing me : 
Through my dark cloud of grief, a cheerful ray 
Of light breaks forth, and gilds the whole horizon. '. 

Lady C. Henry in chains, and Edward on the . 
throne 
Of Lancaster ; thyself a prisoner here ; 
Thy cuptive son torn from his mother's arms, 
And in the tyrant's power ; a kingdom lost ;-r* 
Amidst so many sorrows, what new hope 
Has wrought this wondrous change? 



S THS SARt OF WARWICK. (aCT U 

Marg, That, which alone. 
In sorrow's biit'rest hour, can minister 
Sweet comfort to the daughters of affliction, 
And bid misfortune smile — the hope of vengeance: 
Vengeance, benignant patron of distress. 
Thee I have oft invpk'd, propitious now 
Thou smil'st upon me ; if I do not grasp 
The glorious opportunity, henceforth 
Indignant frown, and leave me to my fate ! 

Lady C. Unhappy princess ! that deceiver, hope^ 
Hath often flatter'd, and as oft betray *d thee : 
Wh^t hast thou gain*d by all its promises f 
What's the reward of all thy toils ? 

Marg. Edward and Warwick, those detested names. 
Too well thou know'st, united to destroy me. 

Lady C. That was, itideed, a fatal league* 

Marg, But mark me ; — 
If we could break this adamantine chain. 
We might again be free : this mighty warrior, 
This dread of kings, th' unconquerable Warwick^ 
Is plighted to the fiair Elizabeth. 

Lwdy C. The Lady Gray, you mean, the beauteous 
widow, 
Whose husband fell in arms for Lancaster. 

Marg. The same. — Warwick long has lov'd-*^ 

Lady C And means to wed her. 

Marg, But if I have art. 
Or she ambition, that shall never be. 

Lady C, Canst thou prevent it } 

Marg. Yes, my Clifford, 
I shall provide her with a fitter husband, 
A nobler far, and worthier of her charms-— 
Young Edward. 

Lady C. Hal the king! impossible! 
Warwick, ev'n now, commission'd by the «(«(•» 
To treat with Lewis, offers England's throne 
To France's daughter, and ere this, perhaps. 
Hath sign'd the solemn ctNitract. 
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Marg. Solemn trifles ! 
Mere cobweb ties — Love's a despotic tyrant ! 
Edward is youthful, gay, and amorous ; 
His soul is ^ver open to the lure 
Of beauty, and Elizabeth has charms , 

Might shake a hermit's virtue, 
t Lady C. Hath he seen 
This peerless fair one ? 

Marg.Yes — by my contrivance, 
When last he hunted in the forest, spme, 
Whom I had planted there, as if by chance 
Alone directed, led him cross the lawn 
To Grafton ; there— even as my soul had wish'd, 
Elizabeth surpris'd 
His unsuspecting hear t 
; Lady C. What followed ? 

M^rg. O! — - 
He gaz'd, and wondered ; for a while, his pride 
Indignant rose, and struggled with his passiun ; 
But love was soon victorious ; and, last night, 
The Earl of Suffolk, so my trusty spies 
Inform me, was despatched, on wings of love, 
To plead his master's cause, and offer her 
The throne of England. 
; Ladfj( C. What, if she. refuse 
The golden bribe ? 

Marg, No matter; all I wish 
Is but to make them foes. — Warwick 
Is fiery, and impatient of reproof; 
He will not brook a rival in his love. 
Though seated on the throne ; besides, thou know'st 
Xhe haughty earl looks down with scorn on Edward, 
As the mere work of his all-powerful hand, 
Xhe baby n^onarch of his own creation. 

Lady C, Believe me^ madam, Edward still reveres ' 
And loves him', still, as conscious of the debt. 
Pays him with trust ai>d. confidence ; their spul§ >^ 
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Are linkM together in the strictest bonds 
Of sacred friendship. 

Marg. That but serves my cause : 
Where ties are close, and interests united. 
The slightest injuries are severely felt ; 
Offended friendship never can forgive. 

Lady C. Now the full prospect opens to my view : 
I see thy distant aim, and trace the paths 
Of vengeance : England will soon be a scene 
Of blood and horror; discord's fatal torch 
Once lit up, in this devoted laiid, 
What pow r shall eVr extinguish it? Alas 1 
I trenible at the consequence. 

Marg. And I 
Enjoy it : O ! 'twill be a noble contest 
Of pride 'gainst pride, oppression 'gainst oppression ; 
Rise but the storm, and let the waves be&t high. 
The wreck may be our own :•— 
And see^ the king approaches ; 
This way he passes from the council — Mark 
His downcast eye ; he is a stricken deer; 
He cannot 'scape ; 
We'll meet and speak to him. 

Lady C What mean you, madam P 

Marg, To ask him-H^what, I know, he will refuse; 
That gives me fair pretext to break with him, 
And join the man I hate, vindictive Warwick ; 
But soft— he comes 

Enter Kino Edwaed and an OFncEU. 

King E. Is Suffolk yet return'd? 

[To the Officer^ 

Offi. No, my good liege. 

King E. Go, wait and bring him to me, [Exit. 
Ill to my closet. Pardon me, fair lady, 
I saw you not. 

Mittg. Perhaps it is ben^th 
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A conqu'ror to look down upon hia ^lave; 
But Tve a boon to ask, 

KingE. Whate'eritis, 
Within the limits of fair courtesy. 
Which honour can bestow^ TU not refuse thee. 

Margn There was a time, when Margaret of Anjou 
Would not have deign'd to ask of Edward aught ; 
Nor was there aught that Edward dar'd refuse her; 
But that is past — great Warwick's arm prevail'di 
And I am now your prisoner. 

King E, Since the hour 
When fortune smil'd propitious on the cause 
Of justice, and gave victory to our arms, 
You have been treated with all due respect, 
Or your condition, or your sex could claim ; 
ServM like a queen, and lodg'd within our palacff 
Is there aught more you can with reason ask, 
Or I, in prudence, grant you ^ 

Marg* Give me back 
The liberty I lost — restore my son, 
And I may then, perhaps, be reconciled . 
To an usurper; may withhold my vengeance, 
And let thee sit, unpunished, on — ^jny throne. 

KingE. You talk too proudly, madam; but t^ 
show you 
I cannot fear, you have your liberty. 
Letters this morning I receiv'd from France, 
Have offcr'd noble ransom for your person ; 
Without that ransom (for the soul of Edward 
Is far above the sordid lust of gold) 
I grant it — from this moment you are free; 
But for your son — I cannot part with him. 

Marg. 1 scorn your bounties — scorn your prof* 
fer'd freedom I 
What's liberty to me without my child ? 
But fate will place us soon above thy reach ^ 
Thy short-livd tyranny is almost past; 
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The storm is gath'ring on thee, and will burst 
With tenfold vengeance on thy guilty head. 

King E, I am not to be talk'd into submission. 
Nor dread the menace of a clam'rous woman. 

Marg. Thou noay'st have cause to dread a woman's 
1 pow'r. 

The time may come— mark my prophetic word — 
When wayward beauty shall repay, with scorn. 
Thy fruitless .vows, and vindicate my wroQgs: 
The friend thou lean'st on, like a broken reed, 
Shall pierce thy side, and fill thy soul with anguish, 
Keen as the pangs I feel: York's pcrjur'd house 
Shall sink to rise no more; and Lancaster, 
With added lustre, reassume the throne. 
Hear this, and tremble — give me back my son — 
Or dread the vengeance of a desp'rate mother. [Exit. 

King tE. Imperious woman 1 but the voice of woe 
Is ever clam'rous : 'tis the privilege, ' 

The charter of affliction, to complain.— 
This tardy Suffolk ! how 1 long to know. 
Yet dread to hear, my fate ! Elizabeth, 
On thee the colour of my future life 
Depends ! for thou alone canst niake me bless'd, 

0r curs'd, for ever ! O ! this cruel doubt 

Is worse than all ray tortures ; — but he comes^ 
Th' ambassador of love ! 

Enter the Earl of Suffolk. 

What news; my Suffolk ? 

Shall I be happy ? — O ! Tm on the rack 

Of expectation : — Didst thou tell my talc 

As if it were thy own— and may 1 hope 

•• Sitf. ' My royal liege 

King £. Good Suffolk, lay aside 
The forms of dull respect ; be brief, and tell me — 
Speak, haist thou seen her f^ — Will she be my queen ? 
Quick! tell me. ev'ry circumstancc^^each word, 



SCXKX'^.I TB£ KARL OF WARiriCK. IS 

Each look, each gesture : — Didst thou mark them, 

Suffolk?— 
, Suf* 1 did ; and will recount it all. — Last nighty 
By your command, in secret 1 repaired 
To Grafton's tufted bow'r, the happy seat 
Of innocence and beauty ; there I found 
Thy soul's best hope, the fair Elizabeth : 
Ne'er did these eyes behold such sweet perfection : 
1 found her busy'd in the pious office 
Of filial duty, tending her sick father. 

Kvng E. That was a lucky moment to prefer 
}/iy humble suit: touch but the tender string 
Of soft compassion in the heart, and love 
Will quickly vibrate to its kindred passion. 
You urg'd our royal purpose, then } 

Suf. I.did, 
With all the warmth of friendship; dwelt with plea* 

sure 
On ev'ry princely virtue that adorns 
Your noble heart :, she listen'd with attention. 
And echo'd back your praises. 

Kitig E, Was not that 
A kind propitious omen ? 

St^. Such, indeed, 
Hoping to find it, I call'd in the pow'rs 
Of flattery jto my aid, and gaz'd upon her. 
As if confounded by her dazzling beauties : — ; 

Conscious she smil'd ; but when, at length, I spake 
Of England's monarch sighing at her feet, 
The crimson glow of modesty o'erspread 
Her cheek, and gave new lustre to her charms : 
^e.turn'd aside; and as she silent bow'd 
Her doubtf'ul thanks, I mark'd the pearly tear 
Steal down its secret track ; and from her breast 
Heard a deep sigh, she struggled to conceal. 
If I have any judgment, or can trace 
The .hidden feelings of a woman's heart. 
Her s,ii airfiady fis'd : 1 fear, my liege, 

c 
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With all diat England^ all that thou couldst give. 
The crown would sit but heavy on her brow. 

King E. Not heavier, Suffolk, than it sits on 
mine: — 
My throne is irksome tome; who would wish 
To be a sov'reign, when Elizabeth 
Prefers a subject? — ^Then th* impetuous Warwick— 
His awful virtue shall chastise my weakness. 
Tve promised Lewis to espouse his daughter, 
To strengthen our alliance : would to Heaven 
I had not ! if I seek this coy refuser. 
And break with France, Warwick will take th^larm ; 
If once offended, he's inexorable. 

Suf. I know him well. — ^Believe me, sir, the higk 
And haughty spirit, when it meets rebuke, 
Is easiest checic'd, and sinks into submission. 
Let him, my liege, who vontures to armign 
His master's conduct, look into his own : 
There ever is a comer in the heart 
Open to folly ; Warwick is not free 
From human frailties. 

King E, No; ambition fires 
His noble breast; love triumphs over mine: 
But well thou know'st I dread his keen reproach. 
We seldom pity woes we ne'er experienc'd, 
Or pardon weakness which we do not feel : 
He is a hero. 

Suf, Heroes are but men ; 
I have some. cause to think so— but of that 
We'll talk another time : meanwhile, my liege, 
I think Lord Warwick is a useful friend. 

King £• Ay, and a dangerous foe ; the people love^ 
To adoration love him : if he falls 
From his allegiance, crowds will follow him. 
England has long been rent by civil broils, 
And fain would rest her in the arms of pence ; 
Her wounds scarce closed, shall Edward open them. 
And bid them bkied afresh f believe me^ Sufiolky 
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I would not be the cause of new divisions 
Amongst my people, for a thousand kingdoms. 

Sttf\ Tis nobly said, and may thy grateful su^ects 
Revere thy virtues, and reward thy love ! 

Kwg E. O, Sutfolk ! did they know but half the 
cares 
That wait on royalty, they would not grudge 
Their wretched master a few private hours 
Of social happiness. — If France consents, 
I am undone; and .Warwick hath, ere this. 
Enslaved me ; curse on this state policy. 
That bihds us thus to love at second hand ! 
Who knows but he may link me to a wretch; 
Wed me to folly, ignorance, and pride, 
lllnature, sickness, or deformity ; 
And, when Ym chain'd to misery, coldly tell me^ 
To sooth my griefs, 'twas for the public good. 

Suf. How far you have commissioned him, I know 
not; 
But were 1 worthy to advise, my liege, 
I would not be the dupe of his ambition. 
But follow Nature's dictates, and be happy* 
England has charms besides Elizabeth's, 
And beauties that— 

King E, No more ; my heart is fix'd 
On her alone ; find out this pow'rful rival, 
I chaise thee, Suffolk : yet why wish to find. 
What found, will make me wretched f were he bovnJ 
In cords of tenderest friendship round my hesut, 
Dearer than Warwick, dearer than thyself, 
Forgive me, but I fear I should abhor him. 
O ! think on something that may yet be done. 
To win her to my heart ere Warwick comes.» 

Si^, I hear he is expected every hour. . 

Kmg E. Grant, Heaven ! some friendly wind may 
yet retard him.-— 
I dread hia presence here. 

C2 
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£ftfer a Messenger* 

Mess, My liege, the Earl 
Of Warwick is arriv'd, 
: Ki$ig E, Ha ! when ? — How ? — Where ? 
Would he were bury'd in the rapid waves 
That brought him hither 1 Comes he here to night ? •' 

Mess, My liege, ere now he might have reach'd the 
palace, 
But that the shouting multitudes press hard, 
On ev'ry side, and seem to worship him» [Exit^ 

King E, What s to be done ? 1 cannot, must not, 
see him. 
Till all is fix'd : once more, my best lov'd Suffolk, 
Try the soft arts of thy persuasive tongue : 
Wha( method caiist thou think on, to evade 
This promised marriage with ambitious France? 

St^. Summon yourN council — lay your thoughts 
before them : 
Meet Warwick there, and urge a sov'reign's right. 
To please himself in that which should concern 
Himself alone. Firm Buckingham and I^ 
Will plead your cause against the haughty Warwick; 
Whom I would treat with cold civility. 
And distant state, which ever Angers more 
Resentful spirits, than the warmth of passion. 

King B. Tis well advis'd : mean time, if possible, 
r will compose my troubled thoughts to rest. 
Sufifolky adieu : if Warwick asks for me, 
1 am not well — I'm hunting in the forest— 
I'm busy — stay — remember what I told you. 
Touching the earldom which I meant to give 
Her father; that may bring her to the court ; 
You understand me, Suffolk — fare thee well.-— 

[EanY Suffolk. 
Why should I dread to see the man I love — 
The man I rev'rence? — Warwick, is not cbangM, • I 
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But Edward is — Suffolk, I know, abhors him; 

A favourite must be hated : if he urges 

This dreadful contract, I shall hate him too: 

I cannot live without Elizabeth ; 

rU think no more — if I must sacrifice 

My friendship or my love — the choice is made. [ExiK 



ACT THE SECOND. 



SCEWE I, 



A Room in the Palace. 



Enter the Earl of Warwick, speaking to an 

Officer. 

Warm. Tis well ; I shall attend his highness' plea* 
sure. [Comes forward* 

Meet me i'th' council ! — Warwick might have claim'd 
A private audience. After all my toils, 
My perils in his service, 'tis a cold, 
Unkind reception ; some base whisperer, 
Some needy sycophant, perhaps, hath poison'd 
My royal master's ear : or, do I judge too rashly ?-^ 
As my embassy concerns 
The public welfare, he would honour me 
With public thanks — Elizabeth will chide mo 
For this unkind delay : but honour calls, 
And duty to -my ki()g; that task perform'd, 
I hatte, my love, to happiness and thee* [Exit* 

c 3 
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SCEKE II. 



The Council Chamber, 



King Edward, Dukes of Clarence and Buck- 
ingham, Earls of Suffolk, Pembroke, 4*0. 

King E. Gqbd Buckingham, I ttiAnk thee for thy 
counsel, 
Nor blame thy honest warmth ; I love this freedom. 
It is the birthright of an Englishman, 
And doth become thee : what says noble Stiifolk ? 

Suff, I would not cross my royal master's will ; 
But, on my soul, 1 think, thi^ nuptial league 
With France, preposterous, and impolitic; 
It cannot last ; we are by nature foes, 
And naught but mutual poverty and weakness, , 
Can ever make us friends : she wants our aid 
Against the powVful Burgundy, and therefore 
Throws out this lure of beauty to ensnare you ; 
That purpose gain'd, she turns her arms against ut. 

Femb* Why, let her: if She comes with hostile 
arm, > 
England, thank Heaven, is ready to receive hen 
I love my country, and revere my king, 
As much, perhaps, as honest Buckingham, 
"Or my good, fearful Lord of Suffolk here. 
Who knows so well, or would be thought to know. 
What France will do hereafter: vet I think, 
The faith of nations is a thing so sacred, 
It ought not to be trifled with. I hate 
As niuch as you, th' unnatural, forc'd alliance ; 
And yet, my lords, if Warwick is empowered,. 
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(For so I hear he is), to treat with Lewis, 

I know not How in honour you can swerve 

From his conditions. [SkoiUing, 

Hark ! the hero comes : 

Those shouts proclaim him near : the joyful people 

Will usher in their great deliverer. 

As he deserves. 

Enter Warwick. 

• 

King E. Thrice welcome, noble Warwick, 
Welcome to all 1 [To Clarence, Pembroke, SfC, 

Suff^. You've had, my lord, I fear, 
An arduous task, which few could execute, 
But Warwick ; in the council and the field. 
Alike distinguished, and alike successful. 

KingE, What says our cousin France ? 

Warw, By me, my liege, 
He greets you well, and hopes in closer tics 
United soqn, to wear a dearer name. 
At length, ^hank Heaven ! the iron gates of war 
Are clos'd, and peace displays her silken banners, 
O'er the contending nations ; ev'ry doubt 
Is now remov'd, and confidence established, 
I hope, to last for ages. 

KingE, Peace, my lord. 
Is ever welcome; 'tis the gift of Heaven, 
The nurse of science, art's fair patroness. 
And merit's best protector; but if France 
Would chain us down to ignominious terms, 
Cramp our free commerce, and infringe the rights 
Of our liege subjects, England may repent, 
Too late, her raiih credulity ; and peace. 
With all her blessings, may be bought too dear. 

fVai^. The shame would then be his, who madb 
the purchase. 
If any doubt my faith^ my honest zeal 
For thee, and for my country, let him speak. 
And i will answer ; punish me, just Heaven, 
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If, in the task, I have consulted aught 

But England's honour, and my sovereign's glory ! 

King E. Mistake me not, good Warwick, well I 
know 
Thy spotless truth, thy honour, and thy love; 
But glory has no farther charms for me : 
Bais'd by thy pow'rful aid to England's throne, 
I ask no more : already I am great, 
As fame and fortune, with their smiles, can make me. 
And all 1 wish for now, is to be happy. 

Warw. That too, my liege, hath been thy War-- 
wick's care; 
Happy thou shalt be, if the fairest form 
That ever caught a gazing lover's eye, 
Join'd to the sweetest, most engaging virtues 
Can make thee so. Bona accepts with joy. 
Thy proffer'd hand : she is, indeed, a gem. 
Fit to adorn the brightest crown : to see, 
Is to admire her — trust me, England's self, . 
The scat of beauty, and the throne of love, 
Boasts not a fairer. * 

King E, Beauty, good my lord. 
Is all ideal ; 'tis the wayward child 
Of fancy, shifting with the changeful wind 
Of fond opinion ; what to you appears 
The model of perfection, may disgust 
My strange capricious taste. 

Warw.- Such charms would fix 
Inconstancy itself: her winning virtues, 
£v'n if her beauty fail'd, would soon subdue 
The rebel heart, and you would learn to love her. 

King E, Is the passion to be iearn'd then i wouldst 
thou make 
« A science of affection? guide the heart, 
And teach it where to fix ? Impossible I 
'Tis strange philosophy! \Biie$ and cmesfonoard. 
"M^ lord of Warwick, 



1 
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YouFszeal m England's, and in Edward's cause 
Merits our thanks; but for the intended marriage 
With France's daughter — it may never be. 

Warw. Noi be? it .must! your sacred word is 
is pass'dy 
And cannot be recall'd : but three days since 
I.sign'd the contract, and my honour^ pledged 
For the performance : Heavens ! whilst fickle France 
Is branded 'midst the nations of the earth. 
For breach of public faith : shall we, my liege. 
Practise ourselves, the vices we condemn ? 
Pass o'er a rival nation's ev'ry virtue, 
And imitate their perfidy alone ? 

King £• You'll pardon me, my lord, I thought it 
part « 

Of a king's power, to have a will, to see 
With his own eyes, and in life's little feast, 
To cater for himself; but 'tis, it seems, 
A privilege his subjects can refuse him. 

Warw, And so they ought ; the king who cannot 
conquer 
His private int'res^, for the public welfare, 
Knows not his duty. 

King E,. Kings, my lord, are born 
With passions, feelings, hearts, like other men ; 
Nor see I yet, vhy Edward's happiness 
Mustlfall a sacrifice to Warwick's honour. 

Warw. My honour, sir, is yours— my cause, your 
own! 
Who sent ine, and whose image did I bear ! 
The image of a great, and glorious king, 
Or, of a weak, and wav'ring boy? — henceforth, 
Chuse from the herd of foaming sycophants, 
Some needy slave for your mock embassy, 
To do your work, and stain the name of England 
With fQul. reproach : — Edward, I blush for thee. 
And for my country ; for, from this hour, expect 
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From injur'd France, contempt, with deep ^etenl- 

ment 
For broken faith, and enmity eternal. 

Kwg B. Eternal tie it then ; for, as I prize 
My inward peace, beyond the pomp of state. 
And all the tinsel glare of fond ambition, 
1 will not wed her»«-— Gracious Heaven ! what am If 
The meanest peasant in my realm may chuse 
His rustic bride, and share with her, the sweets 
Of mutual friendship, and domestic bliss ? 
Why should my happier subjects then deny me. 
The common rights, the privilege of nature, 
And, in a land of freedom, thus conspire 
To make their king the only slave among them ? 

JVarw. The worst of slaves is he, whom passion 
rules, 
Unchecked by reason, and the pow'rful voice 
Of friendship, which, I fear, is heard no more 
By thoughtless Edward. Tis the curse of kingp 
To be surrounded by a venal herd 
Of flatt'rers, that sooth his darling vices. 
And rob their master of his subjects' love. 
Kay, frown not, sirs, supported as ye are, 
I fear you not. Which of this noble train. 
These well-beloved counsellors and friends, 
Assembled here to witness my disgrace. 
Have urg'd you to this base, unmanly falsehood J 
Shame on you all ! to stain the spotless mind 
Of uncorrupted youth ! undo the work 
Of Warwick's friendly hand, and give him back 
A sovereign, so unlike the noble Edward. 

Siif. My lord, we thank you for the kind sug«^ 
gestion, 
Howe'er ill founded ; and when next we meet. 
To give our voice in aught that may concern 
The public weal, no doubt shall ask your leave^ 
Ere we proceed. 
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Pemb, My lord of Suffolk, speak 
But for yourself; Warwick has too much cauie 
To be offended : in my poor opiaion, 
Whate'er you courtiers think, the best support 
Of England's th^'one, are equity and truth ; 
Nor vrill I hold ^hat man my sovereign's friend. 
Who shall exhort him to forsake his word, 
And play the hypocrite. What tie shall bind 
The subject to obedience, when his king, 
Bankrupt in honour, gives the royal tanctioa 
To perfidy and falsehood ? 

Buck, it becomes 
But ill the Earl of Pembroke-— 

King E, Good my lords. 
Let us have no -dissensions here ; we met 
For other purposes ; some few days hence 
We shall expect yuur counsel in affairs 
Of moment ; for the present, urge no further 
This matter. — Fare ye well. 

[The Council breaks up, and diiperses* 

KingE. [Coming up to Warwick.] Lord War- 
wick, keep 
In narrower bounds, that proud impetuous temper;— 
It may be fatal — there are private reasons ; 
When time befits, we shall impart them to you ; 
Meanwhile, if you have friendship, love, or duty. 
No more of Bona — I'm determined. [ExiU 

Warw. So— 
Tis well — 'tis very well — I have deserv'd it ; 
I've borne this callow eagle on my wing, 
And now Jbe spurns me from him ; 'tis a change 
I little look'd for, and sits heavy on me. 
Alas ! how doubly painful is the wound. 
When 'tis inflicted by the hand we love ! 
Cruel, ungrateful Edward ! ■ ■ 
Ha ! who's here i 
The captive jqueen 1 if the has au^t to ask 
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Of me, she comes ia luckless hour, for I 
Am pow'riess now. 

Enter Margaeet of Anjou. 

Warm, Will Margaret of Anjou, 
Thus 4icign to visit her acknowledg'd foe ? 

Marg. Alas, my lord I inur'd to wretchedoest 
As 1 am, and familiar with misfortune, 
I harbour no resentment ; have long since 
Forgot that Warwick ever was my foe. 
And only wish to prove myself his friend. 

Warm, Talk not of friendship, 'tis an empty name. 
And lives but in idea ; once, indeed, 
I thought I had a friend. — 

Marg. Whose name was— *Ed ward ; 
Read 1 aright, my lord, and am I not 
A shrewd diviner f Yes, that downcast eye 
And gloomy aspect say I am : you look 
As if the idol made by your own hands, . 
Had fall'n upon, and crushed you — is*t not so ? 
Come, come, I know it is. 

fVano,. Amazement I naught escapes thy piercing 
eye, 
And penetrating judgment : 'tis too true ; 
I am a poor, disgrac'd, dishonour'd slave. 
Not worth thy seeking ; leave me ; for the tide 
Of court preferment flows another way. 

Marg. The feast, perhaps, you have provided, suits 
not 
With Edward's nicer palate ; he disdains, 
How sweet soe'er, to taste a foreign banquet. 
And relishes no dainties but his own : — 
Am I again mistaken ? 

Warm. Sure, thou deal'st 
With some all-knowing spirit, who imparts 
Each secret purpose to thee, else, how knew'st thou 
That Edward had refus'd to wed the princess ? 
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Marg. O, It requires no supemieitural aid 
To trace his actions, nor has Marg'ret trod 
The paths of life with unobserving eye ; 
I could have told you thb long since ; for know, 
The choice is made, 

Andy but for your return, as unexpected, 
As undesir'd, had been, ere this, complete ; 
And, as in duty bound, you then had paid 
Your due obedience to our — English queen. 

Warw, Determined, sa/st thou ? Gracious Heaven ! 
'tis well 
I am retum'd. 

. Marg. Indeed, my lord, you came 
A little out of season ; 'twas unkind 
To interrupt your roaster^s happiness, 
To blast so fair a passion in its bloom. 
And check the rising harvest of his love. 

Warto, Marg'ret, I thank thee — ^yes, it must be so ; 
His blushes, his confusion, all confirm it, 
And yet I am amaz'd, astonished. 

Marg, Wherefore? 
Is it so strange, a mind, unfraught with wisdom, 
And lifted high with proud prosperity, 
Should follow pleasure, through the crooked paths . 
Qf falsehood, should forsake a useless friend, 
For the warm joys of animating beauty ? 

fVarw. No ; but was it like a friend — : 

Was it like Edward, to conceal his love ? 
Some base, insinuating, artful woman, 
With borrow'd charms, perhaps 

Marg, Hold, hold, my lord, , 
Be not too rash ; who fights in darkness, oft 
May wound a bosom friend ; perhaps, you wrong . 
The best, and most accomplished of her sex. 

Warw, Know you the lady ? 

Marg. But as fame reports. 
Of peerless bejauty, and transcendent charms, 
Bui, for her virtue— I must ask of — ^you. . 



9$ tax &▲&!. mw Warwick. [act ii. 

fVarw. Of me } Whut virtues f Whose ? 
Marg. Elizabeth's. 

tVarw. Amazement f no, it must not, cannot be I 
Elizabeth ! he could not, dare not do it ! 
Confusion ! I shall soon discover all ! [Aside* 

But what have I to do with Edward's choice. 
Whoe'er she be, if he refuses mine ? 

Marg, IHsstmulation sits but il), my lord, 
On minds like yours. I am a poor weak woman. 
And ao, it seems, you think qie ; but suppoee 
That same all*knowing spirit which you rais'd, 
Who condescends so kindly to instruct me. 
Should whisper— Warwick knows thepow^r of lave^ 
As well as Edward, that Elizabeth 
Was his first wish, the idol of his soul ; 
What say you? — Might I venture to believe it? 

Warw. Marg'retj you might; for, 'tis in vain t9 
bide 
A thought from thee; it might have tOld you too. 
If it be so, there is not such a wretch 
On earth as Warwick : give me but the proo f ' 
Marg. Lord Suffolk was last night despatched to 
Grafton, 
To offer her a share in Edward's throne. 

IFarw. Which she refus'd; did she not, Marg'ret f 
say 
She did. 

Marg, I know not that, my lord, but crowni 
Are dazzling meteors in a woman's eye : 
Such strong temptations, few of us, I feat, 
Have virtue to resist. 
fVarw. Elizabeth 
Has ev'ry virtue. I'll not doubt her faith. 
Marg, Edward is young, and handsome. 
WartL, Curses on him! 
Think'st thou, he knew my fond attachment there? 
Marg. G, passing well; my lard ; and when 'twas 
urged 

2 
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How deeply 'twould affect you, swore by Heav'h, 
Imperious Warwick ne'er should be the master 
Of charms like hers ! 'twas happiness^ he said. 
Beyond his subject's merit to deserve, 
Beyonid his hope to wish for, or aspire to. 

fFarxD. But for that Warwick, Edward's self had 
been 
A subject still — and may be so hereafter.**-- 
Thou smil'st at my misfortunes. 

Marg, I 0utst smile 
When 1 behold a subtle statesman thus 
Duped and deluded by a shallow boy. 
Sent on a fruitless errand to expose 
His country and himself. — ft was, indeed, 
A master-stroke of policy, beyond, 
One should have thought, the reach of years so 

green 
As Edward's, to despatch the weeping lover, 
And seize the glorious opportunity 
Of tamp'ring witb his mistress here at home. 

tVarw. Did Nevil, Rutland, Clifford, bleed for thisF 

Marg, For this doth Henry languish in a dungeon. 
And wretched Marg'ret lead a life of woe : — 
For this you gave the crown to pious Edward,—* 
And thus he thanks you for his kingdom. 

Warm, Crowns 
Are baubles, fie for children like himself. 
To play with— -I have scatterM many of them :— 
But thus to cross me in my dearest hope, 
The sweet reward of all my toils, for him. 
And for his country ! — If I suffer it— 
If I forgive him, may I live the scorn 
Of men, a branded coward ! and old age. 
Without or love, or rev'rence, be my portion ! 
Henceforth, good Marg!ret, know me for thy friend--*- 
We will have noble vengeance I are there not 
Still left among the lazy sons of peace, 

i> 2 
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Some busy spirits, who wish well to thee, 
And to thy cause ? 

Marg, There are — ^resentment sleeps, 
But is not dead : Beneath the hollow cover 
Of loyalty, theslumb'ring ashes lie 
Unheeded ; Warwick's animating breath 
Will quickly light them into flames again* 

fFarw. Then, Edward, firom this moment I abjurd 
thee ! 
O, I will make thee ample recompense, 
For all the wrongs that 1 have done the house 
Of Lancaster ! — go, summon all thy friends — 
Be quick, good Margaret ; haste, ere I repent. 
And yield my soul to perjur'd York again. 
The king, I think, gives you free liberty 
T« range abroad ? 

Marg. He does ; and I will use it. 
As I would ever use the gift of foes,— 
To his destruction. 

Warw, That arch pander, Suffolk,' 
That minister of vice — but time is precious — 
Tp-morrow, MargVet, we will meet in private, 
And have some further conference ; meantime. 
Devise, consult, use ev'ry means against 
Our common foe: remember, from this hour, 
Warwick's thy friend — be secret, and be happy. 

[Exk;. 

Marg. What easy fools these cunning statesmen 
are, . 
With all their policy, when once they fall 
Into a woman's power ! This gallant leader, 
This biust'ring Warwick — how the hero 
Lessen'd to my sight 1 — Elizabeth, 
I thank thee for thy vonder-working charms ! 
The time, perhaps, may come, when I shall stand 
Indebted to them, for the throne of England. 
Transporting thpught ! 



SCBNS II.] TBI KARL OF WA&WICK. t9 

The golden wreath once more s hall bind my brow. 
Proud York, beware ! for Lancaster's great name 
Shall rise superior in the lisU of fame : 
fortune, that long hath frown'd, shall smile at last, 
^nd make amends for all mj sorrows past. [EsiL 



ACT THE THIRD, 



SCENX I. 



The Palace. 

£nier Margaret, Ladt Clifford, and 
Attendants. 

liarg. Despatch these letters straight, to Scotland : 
this 
To the French Envoy — these to the Earl of Pem- 
broke. [To a Gentleman. 
Thus far, my friend, hath fortune favoured us 

[Turning to Ladt Clifford. 
Beyond our hopes : the soul of haughty Warwick 
Is all on fire, and puling Edward loves 
With most romantic ardour. O my Clifford, 
You would have smil'd to see how artfully 
I play'd upon him — flatter'd, sooth'd, provok'd. 
And wrought him to my purpose. — We are link'd 
In firmest bonds of amity and love. 
Lady C, Hath Warwick, then, so soon forgot hia 
Edward? 

o 3 
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Think St thou the frantic earl will e'er exert 
His ill directed powers, to pull down 
The royal structure which himself has rais'd ? — 
Never. 

« Mqrg. What is there disappointed love 
And unrestrained ambition, will not do? 
I tell thee, we are sworn and cordial friends. 
Lady C. Thou know'st, he hates the house of Lancaster. 
Marg, No matter ; he has marvellous good skill 
In making kings, and I have business for him. 
Ladif C, And canst thou, then, forget the cruel wrongs. 
The deep felt injuries of oppressive Warwick, 
To join the hand that forg'd thy husband's chains. 
And robb'd thee of a crown? 

Marg, But what, my Clifford, 
If the same hand that ravish'd, should restore it ! 
^ris a court friendship, and may last as long 
As interest shall direct : I've not forgot, 
No, nor forgiven ; I hate, abhor, detest him — 
He shall perish. 

I keep him for the last, dear, precious morsel, 
To crown the glorious banquet of revenge. 

LadyC, Tis what he merits from us, yet th' attempt 
Were dangerous, he is still the people's idol. 

Marg. And so, perhaps, shall Margfret be ;-— ap- 
plause 
Waits on success. The fickle multitude, 
Like the light straw that floats along the stream, 
Ijlide with the current still, and follow fortune. 

LadyC, What further succour have we to depend on. 
Beside Earl Warwick's! 

Marg, O, his name alone, 
Will be an army to us. 

Lady C. If we have it. 
Resentment is a short-liv'd passion : what, 
If Warwick should relent, and turn again 
•To Edward ? 

Marg, Then I have a bosom friend 
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That shall be ready to reward him for it-^ 
But I have better oopes : Without his aid, 
We are not friendless. Scotland's hardy sons, 
-Who smile at danger, iand defy the scorm^ 
.Will Jeave the barren mountains to defend 
That liberty they love ; and to the aid 
Of gallant Pembroke, and the powers which France 
Will send to vindicate her injured honour : 
Ere Edward can collect his force, and take 
:The field, we shall be thirty thousand strong. 

Lady C. But what becomes of thy young prince f. 

Marg, Ay, there 
I am indeed unhappy ; O my child, 
How shall I set him free ? Hear, Nature ! hear 
A mother's prayer ! O guide me with thy counsel, 
And teach me how to save my darling boy ! — 
Ay, now I have it — monitress divine, 
I thank thee ! — yes, I wait but for the means 
.Of his escape, then fly this hated palace, 
Nor will return till I can call it mine. [ExewU. 

Enter Kino Edward and Suffolk. 

King E. I fear we have gone too far : th' indignant 
, Warwick 
III brook'd our steady purpose — mark'd you, Suffolk, 
With what an eye of scorn he turn'd him from us. 
And lowered defiance ? that prophetic woman ! 
'Half of her curse already is fulfilled. 
And I have lost my friend. 

^Suf. Some friends, perhaps. 
Are better lost. You 11 pardon me, my liege, 
But, were it fitting, I could tell a tale 
Would soon convince you, Warwick is as weak- 

King E. As Edward, thou wouldst say. 

Srf. But 'twill distress 
Thy noble heart too much — I dare not, sir. 
Yet one day you must know it. 

King E. Then by thee 



dS THE SAftL or WARWICK* [aCT III* 

Let it be told me, Suffolk — ^thy kind hand 

Will best administer the bitter draught : 

Go on, my Suffolk, speak , I charge thee, speak. 

Suf. That i^ival, whom you wish'd me to discover-^ 

King E. Ay, what of him ? — quick ! tell me, hast 
thou iound 
The happy traitor f give me but to know, 
That I may wreak my speedy vengeance on him. 

Sttf, Suppose that rival were the man, whom most 
You loVd — the man, perhaps, whom most you fear'd: 
Suppose 'twere Warwick ? 

King E, Ha ! it cannot be ! 
I would not think it for a thousand world**^ 
Warwick in love with her ! — Impossible ! 
Where didst thou learn this falsehood } 

Suf. From the lips 
Of truth — ^from one, whose honour, and whose word 
You will not question — ^from Elizabeth. 

King £. From her ! nay, then, I fear, it must be w. 

Suf. When last I saw her, (for again I went 
By your command), though hopeless of success. 
With all the little eloquence that I 
,Was master of, urg'd your ardent passion ;— ' 
Told her how much, how tenderly you lov'd her. 
And press'd with eagerness to know the cause 
Ofher unkind refusal, till at length 
Reluctantly, with blushes, she Confess'd, 
There was a cause : she thank'd you for your good* 

ness, 
'Twas more, she said, much more than she deserv'd. 
She ever should revere her king, and if 
She had a heart to give, it should be Edward's. 

King E. So kind, and yet so cruel I — well, go on# 

Suf\ Then told me ail the story of her love. 
That Warwick long had woo'd her — that her hand 
Was p4omis'd, soon as he returned from France : 
Though once her father cruelly oppos'd it. 
They were, by his consent, to be united* 
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King E. O- never, Suffolk, may I live to sec 
1 hat dreadful hour ! designing hypocrite ! 
Are these his arts ? is this the friend I lov'd ? 
By Heaven, she shall be mine ! 1 will shake off 
l,his cumb rpus garb of majesty that clings 
So close around me, meet him man to man. 
And try who best deserves her J 
Good Suffolk, for a while 

I would be private- therefore, wait without; 
L.et me have no intruders ; above all, 
Keep Warwick from my sight ' 

Enter Waxiwick. 
jrarxD, Behold him here; 
No welcome guest, it seems, unless I ask 
My Lord of Suffolk's leave— there was a time 
When Warwick wanted not his aid to gain 
Admission here. 

iTrng E. There was a time, perhaps, 
When Warwick more desir'd, and more— deserv'd il. 

J^^rw. Never; IVe been a foolish faithful slave; 
AH my best years, the morning of my life, 
Hath been devoted to your service ; what 
Are now the fruits ? disgrace and infamy. 
My spotless name, which never yet the breath 
Ot calumny had tainted, made the mock 
For foreign fools to carp at : but 'tis fit 
Who trust in princes, should be thus rewarded. 

Kwg E. 1 thought, my lord, I had full well re- 
pay'd 

Your services, with honours, wealth, and power 
Unlimited : thy all directing hand 
Guided in secret ev'ry latent wheel 
Of government, and mov'd the whole machine; 
Warwick was all in all, and powerless Edward 
Stood likeja cypher in a great account. 
V^arw. Who gave that cypher worth, and seated 
thee 
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Qa England's throne ? Thy undistinguished name 

Had mouldered in oblivion, had not Warwick 

Dug from its sordid mine the useless or«y 

And stamped it with a diadem. Thou know'st 

This wretched country, doom'd, perhaps, lilce Rome^ 

To fall by its own self-destroying hand — 

Tost for so many years in the rough sea 

Of civil discord, but for me had perish'd. 

In that distressful hour I seiz'd the helm, 

Bade the rough waves subside in peace, and steered 

Your shattered vessel safe into the harbour. 

You may despise, perhaps, that useless aid 

Which you no longer want ; but know, proud youth. 

He who forgets a friend, deserves a foe. 

King E, Know, too, reproach, for benefits re« 
ceiv'd 
Pays every debt, and cikncels obligation. 

WartD. Why, that, indeed, is frugal honesty, 
A thrifty, saving knowledge ; when the debt 
Grows burdensome, and cannot be discbarg'd, 
A spunge will wipe out all, and cost you nothing. 

King E. When you have counted o'er the num'rout 
train 
Of mighty gifts your bounty lavish'd on me, 
You may remember next the injuries 
Which I have done you : let me know them all, 
And I will make you ample satisfaction. 

Warm, Thou canst not ; thou hast robb'd me 6i a 
jewel 
It is not in thy power to restore : 
I was the first, shall future annals say. 
That broke the sacred bond of public trust 
And mutual confidence; ambassadors, 
In after times, mere instruments, perhaps. 
Of venal statesmen, shall recal my name 
To witness, that they want not an example. 
And plead my guilt, to sanctify their own« 
Amiast the herd of mercenary slaves '. 
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That haunt your court, could none be found bul 

Warwick, 
To be the shameless herald of a lie? 

King E. And wouldst thou turn the vile reproach 
on me? 
If I have broke my faith, and stain'd the name 
Of England, thank thy own pernicious counsels 
That urg'd me to it, and extorted from me 
A cold consent to what my heart abhorred. 

Warm. I've been abus'd, insulted, and betra/d ; 
My injur'd honour cries aloud for vengeance ; 
Her wounds will never close ! 

King E. Oh, fear it not ! 
If I have been right 

Informed, my lord, besides these dangerous sears 
Of bleeding honour, you have other wounds 
As deep, though not so fatal : such, perhaps, 
As none but fair Elizabeth can cure. 

Wanv. Elizabeth! 

King £. Nay, start not ! I have cause 
To wonder most : I little thought, indeed. 
When Warwick told me, I might learn to love. 
He was, himself, so able to instruct me ; 
But I've discovered all. • '•> - 

Warw, And so have I ; 
Too well I know thy breach of friendship there. 
Thy fruitless, base endeavours to supplant me. 

King E. I scorn it, sir. — Elizabeth hath charms^ 
And I have equal right with you t'admire them; 
Nor see I aught so godlike in the form, 
So all-commanding in the name of Warwick, 
That he alone should revel in the charms 
Of beauty, and monopolize perfection. 
I knew not of your love. 

Warw. By Heav'n, 'tis false! 
You knew it all, and meanly took occasion^ 
Whilst 1 was busy'd in the noble office, 
YouY grace though f^ to honour me withal^ 
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To tamper widi a weak, unguarded woman, 

To bribe her passion high, and basely steal 

A treasure, which your kingdom could not purchase** 

<c King £. Haw know you that? but be it as it may, 

I had a right, nor will 1 tamely, yield 

My claim to happiness, the privilege 

To chuse the partner of my throne and bed : j 

It is a branch of my prerogative. 

Warw. Prerogative ! — what's that ? the boast o£ 

X tyrants: 
A borrow'd jewel, glitt'ring in the crown 
With specious lustre, lent but to betray : 
You had it, sir, and hold it, from the people^ 

King E. And therefore do I prize it; I would 
4 guard 
Their liberties, and they shall strengthen mine: 
But when- proud faction, and her rebel crew. 
Insult their sovereign, trample on his laws, 
And bid defiance to his power — ^the people, 
In justice to -themselves, will then defend 
His cause, and vindicate the rights they gave. 

Warm. Go to your darling people, then; for soon. 
If I mistake not, 'twill be needful ; try 
Their boasted zeal, and see if one of them * 
Will dare to lift his arm up in your cause, 
If I forbid them. 

King E. Is it so, ray lord! 
Tl^en mark my words : IVe been your slave too long. 
And you have ruVd me with a rod of iron ; 
But henceforth know, proud peer, I am thy master, . 
And will be so: the king who delegates 
His power to.others' hands, but ill deserves 
The crown be wears. 

Warw, Look well, then, to your own ; 
It sits but loosely on your head, for know. 
The man wio injured Warwick never pass'd 
Unpunish'd yet. 

King f^. 'Nor he who threaten d JEdward — 
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You may repent it, sir. — My guards, there ! — seize 
This traitor, and convey him to the Tower; 
There let him learn obedience* 

Enter Guards, who seize Warwick^ and endeavour 

to disarm Mm, 

Warw* Slaves, stand off! 
If I must yield my svrord, Til give it him, 
Whom it so long has served ; there's not a part 
In this old faithful steel, that is npt stained 
With English blopd in grateful Edward's cause. 
Give me my chains ! they are the bands of friendship, 
Of a king's friendship ; for his sake, a while 
111 wear them. 

King E. Hence ! away with him ! — -^ 

IVarw. Tis well : 
Exert your power, it may not last you long; 
For know, though Edward may forget his friend, 
That England will not.-*-NQW9 sir, ^ i^ttend you. 

[Exit, 

Ftmb* Presumptuous r^bel ! — ah! who's here? 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My lie^. 
Queen Marg'ret, with the prince, her son, are fled ; 
In a few hours she hopes, for so we learn 
From those who have pursu'd her, to be join'd . 
By th' Earl of Warwick ; in his name, it seems. 
She has already rais'd thrree thousand men. 

King £. Warwick in league with her ! O, Heav'n ! 
'tis well 
We've crush'd the serpent, ere his poison spread 
Throuehout our kingdom — guard the palace gates, 
Keep double walch; summon my troops togetner— 
Where is my brother Clarence, Buckingham, 
And Pembroke f we must check this foul rebellion. 

[Exit Mrssejnqcr. 

X 
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Enter the Earl of Suffolk. 

Suf, My liege, the Duke of Clarence' 

JSTwgE. Whatofhim? 

Suf, Hath left the court ; this moment I beheld 
him 
In conf'rence deep with Pembroke, who, it seems^ 
Is Marg'ret's firmest friend ; 'tis whisper'd, both 
Will join the queen. 

King E. Well ! 'tis no matter : I 
Have deeper cause for grief; he cannot feel 
A brother's falsehood, who has lost a friend, 
A friend like Warwick. — Suffolk, thou behold'st me 
Betray'd, deserted by the man I lov'd ; 
Treated with indifference by her, 
Whom I adored, forsaken by my brother, 
And threatened by the subjects I protect ; 
Oppress'd on every side ; but, thou shah see, 
I have a soul superior to misfortunes. 
Though rebel Clarence wrings my tortur'd heart. 
And faithless Warwick braves me, we will yet 

Maintain our right Come on, my friend, thou 

know^st. 
Without his boasted aid, I could have gain'd 
The crown — without him now I will preserve it. 

[Exeunt. 
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ACT THE FOURTH, 



SCENE I* 



The Timer. 



Enter the Earl of Warwick. 

fVarw. Mistaken mortals plan delusive schemes 
Of blissy and call futurity their own, 
Yet are not masters of a moment — ^This 
Was the appointed time, the very day 
Which should have join'd me to Elizabeth 
In nuptial bonds : — O, cruel memory. 
Do not torment me — if there be a crime 
Of deeper dye than all the guilty train 
Of human vices, 'tis — ingratitude. 
O, for that stoic apathy, which lulls 
The drowsy soul to sweet forgetfulness ! 
But Iwill not be: — Elizabeth, where art thou? 
Perhaps with Edward — O, that thought distracts me ! 
It is, 1 fpar, as Marg'ret said ; she's false. 
But when I look around me, can I hope 
To find one virtue left in human kind ? 
My Pembroke, too ! am I so soon forgotten ? 
O no ; he comes 

Enter Pembroke. 

Pemb^ My friend ! . 
Wane, My Pembroke, welcome ! 
Thee I have found most just and kind ; 

£2 
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But, in the darkness of adversity, 

The jewel friendship shines with double lustre. 

Pemb. 1 am not of the insect train, that bask 
In fortune's sunshine, and, when ev'jiing damps 
Arise, are seen no more : no, Warwick, what 
I speak, I mean: you have been hardly treated. 

Warm. O, Pembroke ! didst thou know but half 
the wrongs 
That 1 have suffer'd, thou wouldst pity me. 

Pemb, I would do more, much more, my War* 
wick: he. 
Who only pities, but insults the wretched : 
1 come with nobler views ; I come to tell thee, 
That I have felt thy inj'ries as my own, 
And will revenge them too. 

Warw, How kind thou art, 
To feel for Warwick ! 

Pemb, Ev'ry honest breast 
Must feel the injVies that a good man suffers: 
Thine is the common cause of all : adieu 
To English freedom, when our liberty 
Shall be dependent on a sov'reign's nod, 
When years of honest service shall be paid 
With infamy and chains ! 

Wano. I've not dcserv'd them. 

Pemb. Nor shak thou vrcar them long ; for thou 
hast great 
And powerful friends — the noble Duke of Clarence—- 

JVarw. Ha! 
Then 1 am not forsaken : Clarence 1 — 

Pemb, Yes: 
The gallant youth, with honest seal, declared 
He lov'd his brother much, but justice more. 

Warw. Then, Edward, I defy thee ! gen'rous Clar 
rencej 
Thou know'st, the man who thus could treat a friend 
Would soon forget a brother — but say, PembrokCi 
How stands the Duke of Buckingham ? 
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Pemb. Fast bound 
To Edward; he, and that smooth courtieri Suffolk, 
Are the two rotten pillars that support 
His tott'ring throne : but Marg'ret 

Warw, Ay ; how fares 
My new ally ? has she escap'd the tyrant? 

Ptmb, She has: and, by some wondrous means, 
contriv'd 
To free her captive son.- 

Warw. Though I abhor, 
1 must admire that enterprising woman : 
Her active mind is ever on the wing, 
In search of fresh expedients, to recover 
The crown she lost. 

Pemb. Already she has rais'd 
A powerful army ; all the secret foes 
Of York's ambitious line rush forth in crowds. 
And join her standard ; ere to-morrow's sun 
Shall dawn upon us, she will set thee free. 

Warw, O, Pembroke I nothing wounds the genVous 
mind 
So deep as obligations to a foe. 
Is there no way to liberty, my friend. 
But through the bloody paths of civil war ? 

Pemb, I fear there is not. 

Warw, Then it must be so : 
I could have wish'd— 'but freedom and revenge 
On any other terms are welcome. 

Pemb. Here then join we 
Our hands 

Warw. Our hearts. 

Pemb. Now, Warwick, be thou firm 
In thy resolves; let no unmanly fears 
No foolish fond remembrance of past friendship, 
Unnerve thy arm, or shake thy steady purpose. 

Warw. No, by my wrongs, it shall not : once, thou 
know'st, 
I loVd him but too well, and this vile prison 

£3 
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Is my reward. — O, give me but the use 
Of ibis once powerful arm, and thou sbalt see 
How it shall punish falsehood, — Are thy forces 
Prepar'd ? 

Pemb. They are, and wait but for my orders : 
Clarence will join us soon ; our first great end 
Is to secure thy liberty ; that done, 
We haste to seize the palace, and redeem 
The fair Elizabeth. 

Warw. Redeem her ! ha ! 
Is she a captive too ? 

Femb, A willing slave; 
A gay state prisoner, left to roam at large 
O'er the young monarch's palace. 

Warw, Ay, my Pembroke ! 
That's more inviting than a prison. O, 
She's false, she's false ! Who sent her there ? 

Femh, She came. 
It seems, to thank him for his royal bounties 
To her good father, the new Earl of Rivers, 
Who will, no doubt, persuade her to accept 

Warw, Of Edward's hand — Distraction! fly, my 
friend. 
Haste thee to Marg'ret ; tell her, if she hopes 
For Warwick's aid, she must release him now, 
Ere Edward's ill-tim'd mercy shall prevent her. 

F6nb* I go, my friend ; adieu ! when next we meet, 
I hope to bring thee liberty. [Exk. 

Warw, Farewell ! 
She's lost ! she's gone ! that base seducer, Edward, 
Hath wrought on her weak mind ; it must be so. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mts8, My lord, 
The Lady Elizabeth. 

Warw, Amazement ! sure 
It cannot be ! admit her, sir. Why, what 

[ExU Messenger^ 
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Could bring her bere ? Edward has sent her hither. 
To see if I will crouch to him for pardon. 
Be still, my jealous heart 

Enter Lady Elizabeth Gret. 

Lady E. G. My Warwick ! 

Warm, Tis a grace I lookM not for, 
That a fair fav'rite, who so late had tasted 
The pleasures of a court, should condescend 
To Yisit thus a poor abandon'd captive. 

Lady E. 6. I come to take my portion of misfor* 
tune. 
To pour the balm of comfort in, and heal, 
K possible, the wounds which 1 had made. 
Too well I know I was the fatal cause 
Of all thy sorrows — but the noble Edward, 
For so, indeed, he is 

Warw. And art thou come, 
To plead the cause of him who sent me hither } 

Lady E. G. I come to be the messenger of peace. 
To calm thy troubled soul, and give thee rest; 
To teach my Warwick to forget his wrongs. 

Warw, Forget my wrongs! was that thy errand 
here, 
To teach me low submission to a tyrant ; 
To ask forgiveness, kneel, and deprecate 
The wrath of blust'ring Edward? If thou com'st f 
On terms like these to bring me freedom, know 
It will not be accepted : now I see 
Through a11 your arts ; by Heav'n, I'd rather lose 
A thousand lives, than owe one to his bounty. 

Lady E, G. Either my Warwick is much changed, 
and so 
I fear he is, or he would never talk 
Thus coldly to me, never would despise 
A life so precious, if he knew how much 
Elizabeth had suffered to preserve it. 
The gallant Edward, won by my entreaties 
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Warw. Entreaties ! didst thou then descend so low. 
As to entreat him for me ? 

Lad^ E. G. Hadst thou seen, 
When I implor*d him to forgive my Warwick^ 
How kind he look'd, how his repenting heart 
Heav*d with the pangs of agonizing friendship. 
Thou wouldst have pity'd him. 

Warw, Deceitful womah ! 
I see thy falsehood now ; I am betra/d, 
And thou art leagu'd with Edward to destroy me. 
Go to your royal lover, and unite 
Those only fit companions for each other, 
A broken friendship, and a perjured love. 

Lady E. G. Unkind suggestions ! how have I de- 
servM it ? 
Have I for this refus'd a youthful monarch. 
And spui n'd his offered sceptre at my feet ? 
But since lam suspected, witness Heav*n, 
And witness, Warwick, to my vows ! henceforth. 
Dear as thuu art, I cast thee from my love ; 
Elizabeth will never wed — a traitor ! 

Warw* Am I awake, and did Elizabeth 
Say she would never wed her faithful Warwick } 
I wish'd for freedom, but to purchase thine : 
For life, but to enjoy it with my love, 
And she disclaims me* 

iMdy £. G. Heav'n forbid ! O, Warwick, 
Let not the tide of passion thus o'erwhelm 
Thy reason. 

Warw. <!!anst thou pardon me? thou know^»t 
Th' unguarded warmth, the weakness of my nature. 
I would not wrong thee, but I've been so oft. 
So cruelly deceived. 

Lady E.G. I know thou hast; 
But never by Elizabeth. 

Warw, O, no ! 
It is impossible that perfidy 
Should wear a form like thine*. [Looki$tg at her^ 
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I wonder not 

That Edward lov*d : no, when I look on thee, 

All beauteous, all enchanting as thou art. 

By Heav'n ! 1 think I could almost forgive him. 

Lady E. G. Then wherefore not be reconciled ? 

Warw. To whom ? * 

The author of my wrongs ? It cannot be : 
Know, I have promis'd Marg'ret to destroy him. 

Ladjf E, G. Destroy thy friend ! ungen'rous, cruel 
Warwick ! 
Is't not enough that thou hast triumphed here I 
Already we have pierc'd his noble heart 
With the keen pangs of disappointed love : 
And wouldst thou wound his breast with added sor- 
rows ? 
Wouldst thou involve a nation in his ruin ? 

Warw. Elizabeth, no more : alas I too well 
Thou know'st, there is a pow'rful advocate 
In Warwick's breast, that pleads for perjured Ed- 
ward. 

Lady E» G* Cherish the soft emotion : O, my War- 
wick ! 

Warw, That angel form can never plead in vain : 
But then, ray friends — where is my solemn vow 
To Marg'ret, and to Pembroke ? There's the tie. 

Lady E. G, Thy league with Marg'retmust be h^' 
tal : grant 
We should succeed, and Lancaster once more 
Assume the throne; how dear the victory, 
Tbat^s purchased with our fellow subjects' blood 
But if we fall 

PFarw, Impossible ! 

Lady E. G. Oh, think 
Betimes, what dreadful punishments await , 
The vanqufsh'd rebel ! thou, perhaps, my love, 
Shalt then be doom'd to th' ignominious block, 
To fall inglorious ; and, when thou art gone. 
Who shall defend thy poor Elizabeth t 
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JVarw, Alarming thought! It staggers my firm 
purpose, 
And makes me half a villain. 

Enttr «n Officer. 

Offi. Madam, the king demands your presence; I 
Have orders to convey you to the palace. 

JVarw, And wilt thou leave me? 

Lady E, G. This, my Warwick, this 
Is the decisive moment; now determine. 
Accept of mercy, ere it be too late ; 

Ere hasty Edward Shall I say thou wilt 

Return to thy obedience, and receive 
Thy pardon ? Shitil I ? Speak, my love. 

iVarw, Perhaps 
I may accept it, if 'tis brought by thee. 

Lady E. G, Then we shall meet in happiness 

Warw* Farewell ! [Exit Lady Elizabeth. 

Now to those worst companions in affliction. 
My own sad thoughts, again ; they're gloomy all. 
And, like my habitation, full of horror. 
I like not Edward's message ; if he hears 
My league with Marg'ret, be still has pow'r 

To make me feel his rage : I have deserv'd it 

[A Trampling heard without, 
Methought I heard a noise — ^this way they come. 
Perhaps it is the messenger of death 

Enter Pembroke. 

Femh, The messenger of vengeance — see her sword ; 
Accept it, and be free. \0fer9 the Swords 

Warw. First let me know 
To whom I am indebted for't. 

Pemb, To me. 
Soon as the rumour of thy foul disgrace 
Had reach'd the public ear, th' impatient people. 
Uncertain of thy fate, tumultuous throng'd 
Around the palace, and demanded the? : 
4 
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Giye us our Warwick, give us back, they ciy'd. 
Our hero, our deliverer ! — I stepp'd forth. 
And hade thein, instant, if they wish'd to save 
The best of men from infamy and death, 
To follow me : transported, they obeyed : 
I led them hither ; forc'd the prison gates, 
And brought thee this — direct it as thou wilt. 

[Gives the Sword. 
Warw* Welcome, once more, thou dearest gift of 
Heav'n! 
Immortal liberty ! my fnend, I thank thee. 
O, Pembroke ! 'would thou hadst been here ! my love, 
My dear Elizabeth, is true. 
Pemb. You think so. 

Warw. She has told me such sweet truths ; 
Edward repents him sorely; he is griev'd 
At his ingratitude. 

Pemb. And well he may; 
I fear thou art betra/d : alas, my Warwick ! 
Thy open, gen'rous, unsuspecting virtue. 
Thinks ev'ry heart as honest as thy own. 
Thou knbw'st not Edward — nor Elizabeth. 
The kingdom is in arms, and ev'ry hour 
It is expected France will join the queen ; 
England will want her great protector^s aid ; 
Edward and Rivers have conspired to cheat 
Thy credulous ear; and who so gt to spread 
The flimsy web as thy Elizabeth, 
Their fair ambassadress? 1 see thou'rt caught. 

Warw. By Heav'n, it may be so ! I am the sport 
Of fortune and of fraud. 

Pemb. Away, my friend ; 
It is not now a time to think of her : 
Marg'ret, supported^by thy powerful name, 
And join'd by Clarence, waits us at the head 
Of fifteen thousand men, who, eager all 
To crush a tyrant, and pull down oppression. 
Attend thy wish'd for presence; not a soldier 
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Wilt act or move till Warwick shall direct them. 
Cdward and England's fate depend on thee. 
- JVarw. Away, ray friend ; I'll follow thee, 

[Exit Pembroke. 
Yet stop 

A moment-- let not passion hurry me 
To base dishonour — If my country calls 
For Warwick's aid, shall I not hear her voice. 
And save her? Pembroke may have private views. 
And subtle Marg'rct too — Elizabeth ! 
I must not lose thee — Oh ! direct me, Heav'n ! [ExU. 



ACT THE FIFTH. 



SCENE X. 



The Palace. 



Enter Ladt Elizabeth Geet. 

La(fy £. G. The royal pardon came too late, and 
Pembroke 

Already has released him ; he is gone 

Elizabeth may never see him more. 
A thousand terrors haunt me; a fond father, 
A guiltless sovereign, a distracted lover. 
Fame, fortune, friends, and country, all depend 
On one eventful moment — Hark ! the sound 
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Of distaot groans ; perhaps the king — perhaps ' 
My Warwick bleeds. O ! agonizing thought ! 
Great God of armies, whose all-^guiding hand 
Directs the fate of nations, Oh ! look down 
On thy own image, let not cruet discord 
Divide their kindred souls ! In pity hear. 
Pour thy benignant spirit o'er their hearts. 
And once more knit them in the bonds of peace! 

Enter Suffolk. 

m 

Suf. The pray'r of innocence is always heard. 

Ladjf E. G. Ha ! Suffolk ! whither hastes thou ? 
art thou come 

Suf, I come to heal thy sorrows, lo^'ely fair one ; 
To tell thee, Edward, and thy much lov'd Warwick, 
Once more are friends. 

Ladif E.G, Indeed ! O, welcome news! 
My joy's too great for utt'rance : tell me, Suffolk, 
How was it? speak, is Warwick safe ? O, Heav'n ! 

Suf. A moment's patience, and I'll tell thee all. 
Marg'ret, thou know'st, had rais'd a powVful force, 
That doubled Edward s troops ; elate with pride. 
And almoiit sure of victory, she urg'd 
The tardy spearmen ; on they rush'd, as if 
Secure of conquest : the unhappy king 
Stood nobly firm, and seem'd to brave his fate ; 
When Warwick, like a guardian god, appeared : 
His noble mien, and all commanding look. 
Struck deep attention ; every eye was bent 
Upon him, and an awful silence reign'd 
O'er either host : he rais'd his voice on high. 
And, Stop, he cry'd, your sacrilegious hands. 
Nor touch my friend: who pierces Edward's breast. 
Must pass through mine ; I rais'd him to the throne. 
And will support him there ; to you I gave. 
From you, my fellow soldiers, I expect him : 
Howe'er the cruel wrongs have wounded me^ 
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He never injur d you, and I-^ forgive him. 
Pie spake, and instant through the gazing crowd 
A rourmur ran; down dropp'd their nerveless arms, 
As if enchanted by some magic power, 
And, with one voice, they cry'd, Long live King Ed- 
ward! 

Lady E. G. How powVfal is the tongae of elo* 
quence. 
When in the cause of virtue! — Well, what follow'd ? 

Suf. Encourag'd by the shouting soldiers, Edward 
On like a modest virgin wishing came, 
Yet fearful. Warwick, with a bridegroom's speed. 
To meet him flew ; into each pther's arms 
They ran with speechless joy : the tender scene 
Affected ev'ry heart, and the rough soldier, 
Unus'd to melting sympathy, forgot 
His ruthless nature, and dissolved in tears. 

Lady E. G. Sweet reconcilement ! then, Elizabeth, 
Thou didst not plead in vain. But, say, how brook'd 
The haughty queen this unexpected change ? 

Suf, Abash'd, confounded, for a while she strove 
To stem the torrent, but in vain ; then fled 
Precipitate. 

Lady E. G, But where. Oh, where's my Warwick ? 

Suf, With a few chosen squadrons he pursues 
The disappointed Marg'ret. 

Lady E. G. Oh, my fears ! 
I know not why, but at that hateful name 
I tremble ever, my foreboding heart 
Presages something dreadful. 

Suf, Do not vex 
Thy tender mind with visionary dangers. 

Lady £. G. Oh ! would to Heaven th^t he were 
shelter*d here, 
And safe within these arms ! 

Sitf, Be not alarm'd ; 
He is the care of Heaven; all good men love, 
All bad ones fear him. 
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Lady £. G. Such ittperior merit 
Muftt have a thousand foes, the constant mark 
Of envy's poison'd darts. 

Suf. There Suffolk feels 
The keen reproach ; with blushes I confess 
There was a time, when, urg'd by fond ambitiott, 
I look'd on Warwick with a jealous eye : 
But this last noble deed hath won my heart. 
And r am now a convert to his virtues ; 
But see, the king approaches. [Exit SvrroLK. 

Enter Kino Edward. 

King E, Health, and peace, 
And happiness, to fair Elieabeth ! 
Hiou art no stranger to the joyful news ; 
The lustre of those speaking eyes declares it. 

Lady E. G. Suffolk, e'en now, hath bless'd me with 
the tidingp. 

King E, O ! 'tis amazement all : Elizabeth, 
When last we met, thou wert the suppliant; now, 
Tis I must ask forgiveness — ^I, who injui^d 
The dearest, best of men ; O ! thou hast sav'd 
Edward from shame, and England from destruction. 

Lady E, G, Did 1 not say, my Warwick would be 
just? 

King E, Thou didst ; and on those beauteous lips, 
fair truth. 
And soft persuasion dwell : long time he stood 
Inflexible, and, deaf to friendship's voice. 
Listened tp naught but all-subduing love. 
In after times, thy name shall be enroU'd 
Amongst the great deliverers of their country. 

Lady E, G. I have no title to the lavish praise 
Thy gen'rous heart bestows ; I only said 
What duty prompted, and what love inspii'd ; 
Indulgent Heav'n has crown'd it with success. 

King E. Thou hast done all : I am indebted to 
thee 
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For more, much more, than Lean e'er repay. 
Long time, with shame I own, hath Warwick soared 
Above me; but I will not be outdone 
For ever by this proud aspiring rival : 
Poor as I am, there yet is one way left 
To pay the debt of gratitude I owe him ; 
One great reward for such exalted virtues — 
Thyself, Elizabeth. 

Lady E, G. What means my lord, 
My royal master? 

King E. Yes ; when next we meet 
I will bestow it on him, will resign 
All my fond claim to happiness and thee : 
Though thy dear image ne'er can be eflac'd 
From Edwar-d's breast ; though still I dote upon thee ; 
Though I could hang for ever on thy beauties ; 
Yet will I yield them to their rightful lord ; 
Warwick has earn'd, Warwick alone deserves them. 

Lady £• G. 'Would he were here, to thank thee for 
thy goodness ! 
Know, gen'rous prince, Elizabeth has long 
Admir'd thy virtues, and could love admit 
Of a divided heart, the noble Edward 
Would share it with his friend. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My royal liege, 
The rebels are dispersed ; queen Margaret's son 
Was slain in the pursuit — and she 

King E. I hope 
Secur'd— 

Mess. Is taken prisoner, and will soon 
Be here. 

King E. But where's Lord Warwick ? 

Mess. Behold, the queen approaches. 

Enter Margaret, Prisoner. 
Marg» Once more I am your prisoner. 
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King E. Twill b& prudent 
Henceforth to keep you so. 

Marg. You dare not ! 
Thou think'st, perhaps, that I shall sue to thee 
For mercy : no ; in Margaret of Anjou, 
Thou seest the wife, and daughter of a king. 
A spirit not to be subdu'd ; though fall'n, 
Triumphant still ; and, though a prisoner, free. 
For know, I bear a mind above the reach 
Of fortune, or of Edward. I have lost 
All I. could wish to live for, in my child; . 
And gain'd, what I most wish'd to gain — revenge ! 
Or life or death are now indifTrent to me. 

King E. For thy unbounded goodness. Power su- 
preme. 
Accept our praise I » 

Marg. Insulting piety ! the common trick 
Of hypocrites and slaves ! when ye shall know 
What Marg'ret knows, ye may not be so thankfuU 
Methinks, 'tis pity Warwick is not here. 
To join in your devotion. 

Lady E. G, Would to Heav'n 
He were! 

Marg. That monster, that perfidious slave, 
Who broke his faith to Margaret, and to thee ; 
Thy coward soul, unable to defend 
The treasure thou hadst stolen, could meanly stoop 
To court the traitor, whom thou dar'st not punish. 
Not so the injured Mar^ret — she repell'd 
The wrongs she felt, and the deceiver met 
The fate he merited. 

King E. What fate ? — E'en now, 
Crown'd with immortal wreaths, the hero comes 
To bless bis friends, and punish guilt like thine. 

Marg. Proud and deluded wretches 1 I look down 
With pity on you : captive as I am, 
Tis mine to judge and punish; be it yours 



54 TUB EARI. OF WAftWiCK« [a€T ▼* 

To hear and tremble. 

King £. Ha ! 

Lady E. G. What can this mean ? 

Marg. If I mistake not» Warwick is your friend | 
Your lover too, i think. 

Lady E, G, My lord ! my husband ! 

Marg. Know then, that Ariend, that lover, perjurM 
Warwick, 
Hath not an hour to live. 

King E. What murderous hand— - 

Marg. Mine, tyrant, mine : think not I mean to 
hide 
The noble deed ; it is my happiness. 
It is my glory : thou wilt call me base. 
Blood-thirsty, cruel, savage, and revengeful. 
But here I stand acquitted to myself. 
And every feeling heart that knows my wrongs. 
To late posterity, dethroned queea^. 
And weeping mothers, shall applaud my justice. 

King E. Justice, on whom } 

Marg. Can Edward ask me f Who 
Imprisoned Henry— robb'd me of a crown. 
And plac'd it on a proud usurper's head \ 
Who gave his sacred promise to a queen, 
And broke it ? who, for which indignant Heaven 
Chastis'd him, basely murder'd my sweet boy \ 
Bereft of honour, fortune, husband, child — , 

Deprived of evW comfort, what remain'd 
For me but vengeance — what for him, but death i 

King E. What bast thou done I When ? Where f 
Speak, murdVess — speak ! 

Marg* Press'd by surrounding multitudes, and 
made 
A slave, the^ dragg'd me to the conquVor^s tent:— • 
There, the first horrid object I beheld, 
Was the pale corse of my poor bleeding child : 
There — as ih' insulting Warwick stood, and seem'd 
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To triumph o'er him — from my breast I drew I 
A poniard forth, and plunged it in his heart. 

[Lady E G.famti. 
King E. She faints, good Suffolk !— help, there ! — 
help ! — support, 

[ExeuHt Lady E.G, and SuFFOLiti. 
Assist her. — Lead her in. 

If it be true, as much I fear it is, a thousand deaths 
Were punishment too little for thy guilt : 
Thou shalt be tortur'd. 

Marg, Tyrant, I defy thee ; 
Thy threats appal not me: prepafe thy tortures; 
Let them be sharp and cruel as thyself-— 
All that ingenious malice can suggest, 
Or power inflict — 'twill be my comfort still. 
They cannot be so great as those you feel. 

King E. Guards, take the monster hence ! let her 
be chained 
In some deep dungeon ; 
There let her perish — hence, away with her. 

Marg. Despair and horror visit thee — farewell — 
He comes, my triumph is complete — Look there ! 

[EstU 
Enter Warwick, leanitig on Two Attendants. 

TFarw. Where is he? Lead me, lead me to my 
king. 

King E, My Warwick ! my preserver !— she shall 
bleed 
For this, in ev'ry vein. 

fVarw. Think not of her ; 
She has no power to hurt thee ! and with guilt 
Like her's, 'tis punishment enough to live; 
This is no time for vengeance; death comes on 
With hasty strides ; 'tis but a little while, 
A few short moments, and we part for ever. 
My friend 

King E. I am not worthy of the name. 
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For I disgrac'd, dishonoured, murder'd thee: 
Edward's unkindness was the cause of all ■ • ■> 
. Canst thou forgive me ? 

JVanv, O ! may Warwick's crimes 
Ne'er meet forgiveness from offended Heay'n, 
.If, from my sou), I do not pardon, love. 
And honour thee ! 
My sweet Elisabeth, 

Where is she ? Edward, do not keep her from me— » 
We are no rivals now. 

King E. Shock'd at the news 
Of fhy untimely fate, she sunk beneath it, 
And fainted in these arms : I seiz'd th' occasion. 
And bade her weeping maidens bear her hence: 
This would have been a dreadful sight indeed. 

Lady E. G. [fVithout.] I can, I will support itt 

Wartfi* Ha! that voice— r—r 
Sure, 'tis Elizabeth's ! 

Enter Lady Elizabeth Grey* 

Lady E. G, O ! give me way, 
.For I must see him — O ! my Warwick ? 

JVarw, O! 
This is too much — the bitterness of death 
Is to be sever'd thus from those we love. 
iBlizabeth, be comforted ! 
, Ladp E. G. O, no, it is my doom 
Never to taste of joy or comfort more ; 
No; from this hateful world will I retire, 
And mourn my Warwick's fate, imploring Heaven 
That I may soon wear out my little store 
Of hopeless days, and join thee in the tomb. 

WoFW. That must not be ; I've done my friend 4 
wrong, 
And only, thou canst make atonement for it. 
Elizabeth, if e'er thou lov'dst. 
Observe me nQw.-r-£dward, for my sake 
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Cherish this beauteous mourner, take heir from me. 
As the last present of a dying friend. 

King E, If aught could make the precious gift 
more dear, 
It would be, Warwick, that it came from thee. 

! I will guard her with a parent't care 
From ev'ry ill, watch over and protect ber ; 
And when the memory of thee shall awake, 
As oft it will, her poignant griefs, repel 
The rising sigh, wipe off the flowing tear, 
And strive to charm her to forge tfulness. 

Warw, Then I shall die in peace* 

Lady E. G. Yet ihou may'st live, 

Warw, Impossible: I feel 
The hand of death press cold upon my heart, 
And all will soon be o'er. 

King Ef Alas, ray friend, the memory of thee 
Will poison every bliss. 

Warw, All-healing time. 
That closes every wound, shall pour its balm 
O'er thine. — Meanwhile, remember Warwick's fate, 

1 gave my word to Margaret, and broke ii ; 
Heav'n is not to be roock'd, it soon o'ertakes us. 
And in our crime we meet our punishment. 

O, Edward, if thou hop'st that length of days, 
And fair prosperity, shall crown thy wishes, 
Beware of passion and resentment — make 
Thy people's good and happiness thy own. 
Discourage faction, banisn flatterers, 
Keep thy faith inviolate, and reign in peace. 
I can no more — My love ! — Have mercy. Heaven ! 

King E. Let ev'ry honour, to a soldier due, 
Attend the hero to his tomb — meanwhile, 
Deep in the living tablet of my heart. 
Will I engrave thy words — illustrious shade ! 
{living, thou wert my counsellor and friend-?^ 
Ai)d dead, { v^il) remember apd obey thee, 
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Lady E. G» Warwick, farewell ! I shall not long 
survive thee. 

King E. I hope thou wilt — Elizabeth, remember 
His dying charge, think on thy promise giv'n. 
Thou shalt remain with me, with me lament 
Our common benefactor ; we will sit 
And talk together of my Warwick's virtues, 
For I will try to emulate them all, 
And learn, by copying him', to merit thee, 
ms great example shall inspire my breast 
\Vith patriot zeal— -shall teach me to subdue 
The pow'r of faction, vanquish party rage. 
And make me, what alone I wish to be, 
The happy king of an united people. 

[Exeunt onmes • 



THE END. 
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REMARKS. 



The prologue to this comedy, delivered by the re- 
presentative of a sergeant at law, addressing the 
audience, say! 



" Your judgment given — ^your sentence must remain ; 
** No writ of error lies — to Drury Lane.** 

The event Contradicted this declaration ; for, on 
the first night of performance, this excellent comedy 
was hissed from the stagehand had to appeal again and 
again before the tribunal of the town, ere justice was 
administered in its cause, and it became a public fa- 
vourite. 

As if to atone for those glaring wrongs, which '^ The 
Hivals,'' on its first appearance, suffered, certain 
critics of the present day have pronounced the work 
equal, if not superior, in merit, to '* The School for 
Scandal.'^ This is repairing one injury by the corn- 
mission of .another — by defamation against the cha- 
racter of the best dramatic composition since Shak- 
speare wrote. 

^ The Kivals" is an elegant,' an interesting, a hu- 
morous, and most entertaining comedy ; but in nei- 
ther fable, character, nor incident, is it, like ^* Tha 
School for Scandal,'' — inimitable. 

If Mrs. Malaprop, Acres, Sir Lucius, and some 
other personages, in this drama, were not upon the 
stage before « The Rivals" was acted, they have all 
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appeared there, in various dramas, many a time 
since. But where can Sir Peter and Lady Teazle, 
where can the Surface family be found, either in ori- 
ginal or copy, except in " The School for Scandal ?" 
Where can be traced the plot or events of that extra- 
ordinary play, or where even the shadows of them ? 

The perpetual flow of wit in" The School for Scan- 
dal may familiarise it so much with some auditors, 
that they cannot be made sensible of its perfect en- 
joyment. Whereas, the sprinkling of wit and repartee 
with which " The Rivals'' is occasionally enlivened, is 
easily distinguished, and more eagerly received, in 
consequence of its inferior pages. 

Sir Anthony Absolute is generally counted the 
most prominent, though Faulklaad is, no doubt, the 
most original, character in the comedy. One particu- 
lar circumstance adds extreme interest to this part. 
It is supposed, by the author's most intimate friends, 
that, in delineating Faulkland, he took a discerning 
view of his own disposition, in all the anxious tender- 
ness of a youthful lover ; and has here accurately de- 
scribed every sentiment, every feeling, which, at that 
-trying period of his life, agitated his troubled heart* 
The very town of Bath, just before the writing of this 
play, had been the identical scene of all his restless 
hopes and fears. 

The impressive language, the refined notions, the 
enthusiastic, yet natural, passion of Faulkland hi 
Julia, with all the captivating charms of mind and 
expression^which has been here given to this object of 
iidoratiou; are positive vouchers that some very ex- 
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alted idea of the force of love, if not its immediate 
power, over hijnself, had at that time possession of 
the poet's fancy. 

With all his gifts of eloquence in writing the dia- 
logue of these lovers, Mr. Sheridan was, however, at 
a loss for circumstances to incite them to speak ; and, 
in that most interesting scene in the fourth act, he 
has borrowed nis iiicioeiu from the tale of Prior's 
*' Nut-brown Maid." 

The character of Lydia languish is so justly drawn, 
that its only fault is, the want of stronger features : 
circumstances are deficient, in making her an ex- 
ample of proper importance to romantic ladies. Ac- 
cidents might have been invented, that would have 
rendered her a much more pointed mark for ridicule. 
Against the illilerate Mrs. Maldprop, common 
occurrence, and common sense, protest. That any 
Englishwoman, for these five hundred years past, in 
the habit of keeping good company; or any company, 
could have made use of the words — extirpate for ex- 
culpate^ exhort for escort y and malevolence for bene' 
valence f seems too far removed from probability, to 
make a reasonable auditor smile. 

When future generations shall naturally suppose, 
that an author of Mr. Sheridan's reputation drew men 
and women exactly as he found them ; this sketch of 
a woman of family and fortune, at the end of the 
eighteenth century, will assure the said generations — 
that the advance of female knowledge in Great Bri- 
tain, was far more tardy, than in any other Euro- 
pean nation. 
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SCENE^Bath. 



THE RIVALS. 



ACT THE FIRST. 

SCENE I. 

A Street at Bath. 

Coach MAK crosses the Stage. — Enter Fag, looking 

after him. 

Fag. Whatl.Ttomas! Sure/tis he !— What ! Tho- 
mas! Thomas! 

Coachm. Hey ! odd's life ! — :Mr. Fag ! give us your 
handy my old fellow servant ! 

Fag. Excuse my glove, Thomas ; Vm devilish glad 
to see you, my lad ! why, my prince of charioteers, 
you look as hearty ! — but who the deuce thought of 
seeing you in Bath ? 

Coachm. Sure, Master, Madam Julia, Harry, Mrs. 
Kate, and the postillion be all come. 

Fag. Indeed! 

Coachm. Ay : master thought another fit of the 
gout was coming to make him a visit, so he'd a mind 
to gi't the slip, — and whip ! we we're all off at an 
hour's warning* 
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Fag. Ay, ay ; hasty in every thing, or it would not 
be Sir Anthony Absolute. 

Coackm. But tell us, Mr. Fag, how does young 
Master f Odd, Sir Anthony will stare, to see the cap<* 
tain here ! 
Fag, I do not serve Captain Absolute now. 
Coachm. Why, sure ! 

Fag. At present, I am employed by Ensign Be- 
verley. 

Coachm. I doubt, Mr. Fag, you han^t changed for 
the better. 

Fag. I have not changed, Thomas. 
Coachm. No ! why, didn't you say, you had left 
young master ? 

Fag. No. Well, honest Thomas, I must puzzle 
you no farther ; — briefly then — Captain Absolute and 
Ensign Beverley are one and the same person. 

Coachm. But, pray, why does your master pass only 
for ensign ? — now, if he had shammed general, in- 
deed— 

Fag. Ah, Thomas! there lays the mystery o'the 
matter ! — Harkye, Thomas, my master is in love with 
a lady of a very singular taste — a lady, who likes him 
better as a half pay ensign, than if she knew he was 
son and heir to Sir Anthony Absolute, a baronet of 
three thousand a year. 

Coachm, That is an odd taste, indeed! but has she 
got the stuff, Mr. Fag ? is she rich, eh f 

Fag. Rich ! why, I believe she owns half the stocks ! 

— Z 8, Thomas, she could pay the national debt, 

as easily as I could my washerwoman ! — She has a lap- 
dog, that eats out of gold — She feeds her parrot with 
small pearls, and all her thread papers are made of 
bank notes I 

Coachm, Bravo, Taith ! — Odd 1 I warrant she has^ 
a set of thousands, at least; but does she draw kindly 
with the captain? 

Fag. As fond as pigeons. 
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Coacim. May one bear her name? 

Fag, Miss Lydia Langaish ; — ^But there is an old 
tough aunt in the way — ^though, by the bye, she has 
never seen my master — ^for he got acquainted with 
Miss, while on a visit in Gloucestershire. 

Qoackm, Well, I wish they were once harnessed to- 
gelJier in matrimony. But, pray, Mr. Fag, what kind 
of a place is this Bath ? I ha' heard a great deal of 
it; — here's a mort o* merry making, eh? 

Fag, Pretty well, Thomas, pretty weU — ^tis a good 
lounge — but damn the place, I'm tired of it ; their re- 
gular hours stupify me — ^not a fiddle or a card, after 
eleven ! however, Mr. Faulkland's gentleman and I 
keep it up a little, in private parties ; — I'll introduce 
you there, Thomas, you'll like him much. — But, Tho- 
mas, yon must polish a little — indeed, you must : — 
Here, now, this wig ! what, the devil, do you do with 
a wig, Thomas? none of the London whips, of any 
degree of ton, wear wigs now. 

Coacim, More's the pity, more's the pity, I say — 
Odds life ! when I heard how the lawyers and doctors 
had took to their own hair, I thought how 'twould go 
next. Odd rabbit it! when the fashion had got foot 
on the bar, I guessed 'twould mount to the box ! but 
'tis all out of character, believe me, Mr. Fag: and 
lookye, I'll never gi' up mine, the lawyers, and doc« 
tors, may do as they will. 

Fag. Well, Thomas, we'll not quarrel about that. 
. Coackm. Why, bless you, the gentlemen of they pro- 
fessions ben't all of a mind,-^ for in our village now, 
thoff Jack Gauge, the exciseman, has ta'en to his car- 
rots, there's little Dick, the farrier, swears he'll never 
forsake his bob, though all the college should appear 
with their own heads ! 

Fag. Indeed! well said, Dick ! but hold, mark— • 
mark, Thomas. 

Coachm. Zooks, 'tis the captain! Is that the lady 
with him ? 
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Fag^ No, no, that is Madam Lucy, my mastei^s 
mistress's maid ; they lodge at that house — but I must 
after him, to tell him the news. 

Coackm* Odd, he's giving her money !— Well, Mn 
Fag 

Fag. Good b'ye, Thomas ; i have an appointment 
in Gyde's porch, this evening, at eight ; meet me there, 
and we'll make a little party. 

{.Exeunt^ woeraUy. 



SCENE II. 



A Dresssing Room^ m Mas. Malapaop's Lodgings* 

liYDiA Languish sitting on a Sofa^ with a Booh in 
her Hand. — Lucy, as just returned from a Message. 

Latcy, Indeed, ma'am, I traversed half the town in 
search, of it : I don't believe there's a circulating li« 
brary in Bath, I han't been at. 

L^dia, And could not you get '^ The Reward of 
Constancy?^ 

Lucy. No, indeed, ma'am. 

Lydia. Nor '' The Fatal Connexion T 

Imcv. No, indeed, ma'am. 

Ly£a. Nor ''The Mistakes of the Heart ?** 

Lucif, Ma'am, as ill luck would have it, Mr. Bull 
said. Miss Sukey Saunter had just fetched it away. 

L^ia. Heigho ! Did you inquire for ^ The Deli-^ 
cate Distress ?" 

Lu(y. Or, '< The Memoirs of Lady Woodford ^ 
Yes, indeed, ma'am, I asked every where for it ; and I 
might have brought it from Mr. Frederick's, but Lady 
Slattern Lounpr, who had just -sent it home, had so 
soiled and dog's eared it, it wan't fit for a Christian to 
read* . .• 
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. Lydiiu Heigho ! Yes, I always know when Lady 
Slattern has been before me; She has a most observ- 
ing thumb, andy I believe, cherishes her nails, for the 
convenience of making marginal notes. Well, child, 
what have you brought me ! 

Lucy* Oh, here ma'am ! • [Taking Books from imder 
her Cloak, and from her Pockets.) This is '' The Man 
of Feeling,*' and this, " Peregrine Pickle" — Here are 
** The Tears of Sensibility,'' and "" Humphrey Clin- 
ker. 

Lydia. Hold! — here's some one coming — quick, 
see who it is — [Exit LvcTrj-^-^Surely I heard my cou- 
jun, Julia s voice ! 

Ent4^ Lucy, 

. XtfcyJ Lud, ma'am i here is Miss Melville ! 
. Lydia. Is it possiblie ! 

. EiUer livhih. 

Ljfdia. My dearest Julia, how delighted am 1 1 
[EnUnrace.] How unexpected was this happiness 1 

JtUia. True, Lydia, aiid our pleasure is the greater; 
but what has been the matter? you were denied to 
meatfint. 

I^dia, Ah, Julia,!' have a thousand things to tell 
you! but first inform me what has conjured you 
to Bath i — Is Sir Anthony here? 

JuUa. He is ; we are arrived within this hour, and 
I suppose he will be here to wait on Mrs. Malaprop as 
soon as he is dressed. 

I^dia. Then before we are interrupted, let me im- 
part to you some of my distress; I know your gentle 
nature will sympathize with me, though your pru* 
dence may condemn me : My letters have informed 
you of my whole connexion with Beverley ; but I 
have lost him, Julia ;^--my aunt has discovered our in- 
tercourse, by a liote she ihtercepted, and has confined 
me ever since; Yet, would you believe it? she has 
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fallen absolutely in love with a (atl, Irish baronet, 
she met one night, since we have been here^ at Lady 
Macshuffle's rout. 
Juha. You jest, Lydia ! . 

Lydia. No, upon my word-r-She really carries on a- 
kindof correspondence with him, under a feigned 
name though, till she chuses to be known to him ; — 
bvit it is a Delia, or a Celia, I assure you. 

JuUa, Then, surely, she is now more indulgent to' 
her niece ? 

Lydia. Quite the contrary ; Since she has discover- 
ed her own frailty, she is become more suspicious of: 
mine. — Then I must inform you of another plague ; 
That odious Acres is to be in Bath to-day, so that, I 
protest, I shall be teised out of all spirits ! 

Julia, Come, come, Lydia, hope for the best :r-* 
Sir Anthony shall use his interest with Mrs. Malaprop. 
Lydia. But you have not heard the worst ; — Unfor- 
tunately I had quarrelled with my poor Beverley, 
just before my atint made the discovery, and I have 
not seen him since, to make it up. 
. Julia. What was his offence } 

LytUa^ Nothing at all; but I don't know how it 
was, as often as we had been together, we had never 
had a qij^rrel ; and, somehow, 1 was afraid he would 
never give me an opportunity ; so, last Thursday, I 
wrote a letter to myself, to inform myself, that Be- 
verley was, at that time, paying his addresses to an- 
other woman. — I signed it, " Your friend unknown'% 
showed it to Beverley, charged him with his falsehood^ 
put myself in a violent passion, and vowed I'd never 
see him more. 

Julia. And you let him depart so, iind have not, 
seen him since f 

Lydia. Twas the next day my aunt found ,the 
matter out ; I intended only to have teased him three 
days and a half, and now IVe lost him for ever. 
Jtdia^ If he is as deserving and sincere as you have 
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.represented him to me, he will never give you up so. 
Yet consider, Lydia, you tell me he is but an ensign, 
. — And you have thirty thousand pounds ! 

Ijyim. But, you know, I iose most of my fortune, 

^if .1 marry without my aunt's consent, till of age ; 

and that is what I have determined to do, ever since 

I knew the penalty ; nor could I love the man, who 

would wish to wait a day for the alternative. 

Julia, Nay, this is caprice ! 

Jjydia, What, does Julia tax me with caprice \ I 
thought her lover Faulkland had inured her to it. 

Julia. I do not love even his faults. 

hydia. But a*propos ! you have sent to him, I sup- 
pose.? 

Julia. Not yet, upon my word ! nor has he the. 
least idea of my being in Bath — Sir Anthony's resolu- 
tion was so sudden, I could not inform him of it. 

L^dia, Well, Julia, you are your own mistress, 
though under the protection of Sir Anthony ; yet, 
have you, for this long year, been a slave to the ca- - 
.price, the whim, the jealousy of this ungrateful 
Faulkland, who. will ever delay assuming the right of 
a husband, while you suffer him to be equally inipe* 
nous as a lover. 

Julia. Nay, you are wrong entirely — We were con- 
tracted before my father's death: That, and some 
consequent embarrassments, have delayej, what I 
know to be my Faulkland's most ardent wish — He is 
too generous to trifle on such a point — and, for his 
character, you wrong him there too, — No, Lydia, he 
is too proud, too noble, to be jealous ; if he i$ cap- 
tious, 'tis without dissembling; if fretful, without 
rudeness. ' Unused to the fopperies of love, he is 
negligent of the little duties expected from a lover. — 
This' temper, t must own, has cost me many unhappy 
hours ; but I have learned to think myself his debtor, 
f<»: those imperfections which arise from the ardour 
of his attachment. 
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Lydia, Well, I cannot blame you for defending 
him ; but, tell me, candidly, Julia — had he nerer 
saved your liie, do you think you should have been 
attached to him as you are ? Believe me, the rudfi 
blast that overset your boat, was a prosperous gale 
of love to him. 

Julia* Gratitude may have strengthened my at- 
tachment to Mr. Faulkland, but I loved him before 
he had preserved me ; yet^ surely, that alone were an 
obligation sufficient— 

lAfdia. Obligation! Why, a water spaniel would 
have done as much ! Well, I should never think of 
giving my heart to a man, because he could swim ! 

Jtdia. Come, Lydia, you are too inconsiderate. 

Lydia^ Nay, I do butjest.-^ What's here? 

Enter Lucr^ in a hurry* 

Lucy. O ma'am, here is Sir Anthony Absolute, 
just come home with your aunt ! 

Lydia. They'll not come here — Lucy, do you 
watch. [Exit Lucr. 

Juliar. Yet I must go ; Sir Anthony does not kiiow 
I am here, and if we meet, he'll detain me, to show 
me the town. I'll take another opportunity of pay- 
ing my respects to Mrs. Malaprop, when she shall 
treat me, as long as she chuses, with her select words, 
so ingenieusly misapplied, without being mispro- 
nounced. 

Enter Lucy. 

Lacy. O lud, ma'am ! they are both coming up 
stairs ! 

Lydia. Well, I'll not detain you, Coz. — Adieu, my 
dear Julia ! Fm sure you are in haste to send to 
Faulkland. — ^There — through my room you'Ufind 
another staircase. 

Julia* Adieu ! Exit Julia. 

Lydia. Heiej my dear Lucy, hide these bocks. — 
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Qoicky quiclc. — Fling " Peregrine Pickle* under the 
toilet — throw " Roderick Random'' into the closet — 
put " The Innocent Adultery" into " The Whole 
Duty of Man" — thrust ** Lord Aimworth" under the 
sofa — cram " Ovid" behind the bolster — there 
put " The Man of Feeling" into your pocket— so, so t 
now lay " Mrs. Chapone" in sight, and leave " For- 
dyce's Sermons" open on the table. 

Lucy, O, bum it, ma'am ! the hairdresser hat 
torn away as far as ** Proper Pride". 

Lydia, Never' mind — open at " Sobriety"— Fling 
me " Lord Chesterfiel4's Letters." Now for them ! 

Enter Mrs. Malaprop and Sir Akthokt 

Absolute. 

Mrs. M, There, Sir Anthony, there sits the -delibe- 
rate simpleton, who wants to disgrace her family, 
and lavish herself on a fellow not worth a shilling. 

Lj/dia, Madam, I thought you once 

Mrs.M. You thought, miss! I don't know any 
business you have to think at all : Thought does not 
become a young woman. But the point we would 
request of you is, that .you will promise to forget this 
fellow — to illiterate him, I say, from your memory. 

Lydia. Ah, madam ! our memories are independ* 
ent of our wills. It is not' so easy to forget. 

Mrs. M» But, I say, it is, miss 1 there is nothing on 
earth so easy, as to forget, if a person chuses to set 
about it. I'm sure I have as much forgot your poor 
dear uncle, as if he had never existed, and I thought 
it my duty so to do ; and let me tell you, Lydia, 
these violent memories don't become a young woman* 

Sir Anth, Why, sure, she won't pretend to remem- 
ber what she's ordered not! ay, this comes of her 
reading ! 

Lydia. What crime, madam, have I committed, to 
\it treated thus ? 

Mrs, M0 Now don't attempt to extirpate youself 

c 2 
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from the matter; you know I have proof controvert- 
ible of it : But tell me, will you promise to do as 
you're bid f Will you take a husband of your friend's 
chusing ? 

Lydia, Madam, I must tell you plainly, that had I 
no preference for any 6ne else, the choice you have 
made would be my aversion. 

Mrs. M, What business have you, miss, with pre- 
ference and aversion ? They don't become a young 
woman ; and you ought to know, that as both always 
wear oif, 'tis safest, in matrimony, to begin with a lit- 
tle aversion. I am sure, I hated your poor, dear un- 
cle, before marriage, as if he'd been a black-a-moor ; 
and yet, miss, you are sensible what a wife I made ! 
and when it pleased Heaven to release me from him, 
'tis unknown what tears I shed ! But suppose we were 
going to give you another choice, will you promise us 
to give up this Beverley ? 

Lydia. Could I belie my thoughts so far as to give 
that promise, my actions would certainly as far belie 
my words. 

Mrs, M. Take yourself to your room : You are fit 
company for nothing but your own illhumours. 

Lydia. Willingly, maam ; I cannot change for the 
worse. [Exit, 

Mrs. M, There's a little intricate hussy for you ! 
Sir Antk. It is not to be wondered at, ma'am ; all 
this is the natural consequence of teaching girls to 
read. Had 1 a thousand daughters, by Heaven, I'd 
as soon have them taught the black art as their al- 
phabet ! 

Mrs, M. Nay, nay, Sir Anthony, you are an abso* 
lute misanthropy ! 

Sir Anth. In my way hither, Mrs, Malaprop, I ob- 
served your niece's maid coming forth from a circu- 
lating library; she *had a book in each hand — they 
were half-bound volumes, with marble covers : From 
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that moment, I guessed ho^ full of duty I should se« 
her mistress! 

Mrs. M. Those are vile places, indeed ! 

Sir Anth, Madam, a circulating library in a town 
is, as an evergreen tree of diabolical knowledge ! — It 
blossoms tlirougb the year ! And, depend on it, Mrs* 
Malaprop, that they who are so fond of handling the 
leaves, will long for the fiuit at last. 

Mr»» M, Fie, ^^^ Sir Anthony \ you surely speak 
laconically. 

Sir Anth, Why, Mrs. Malaprop, in moderation, 
BOW, what would you have a woman know ? 

Mrs. M, Observe me, Sir Anthony — 1 would by 
no mearts wish a daughter of mine, to be a progeny of 
learning; I don't think so much learning becomes a 
young woman — ^for instance — I would never let her 
meddle with Greeks or Hebrew, or Algebra, or Sw 
mony, or Fluxions, or Paradoxes, or such inflamma* 
tory branches of learning : nor would it be necessary 
for her to handle any of your mathematical, astrono* 
mical, diabolical instruments; but, Sir Anthony, I 
would send her, at nine years old, to a boarding school, 
in order to learn a little ingenuity and artifice. Then, 
sir, she should have a supercilious knowledge in ac- 
counts ; and, as she grew up, 1 would have her in- 
structed in geometry, that she might know something 
of the contagious countries ; but, above all, Sir An- 
thony, she jshould be mistress of orthodoxy^ that she 
might pot mispell, and mispronounce, words so shame- 
fully as girls usually do ; and likewise, that she might 
reprehend the true meaning of what she is saying.-— 
This, Sir Anthony, is what I would have a woman 
know ; and I don't think there is a superstitious article 
in it* 

Sir Anth, Well, well, Mrs. Malaprop, I will dis- 
pute the point no further with you ; though I must 
confess, that you are a truly moderate and polite ar** 
guer^ for iilmost every third word you say, is on my 
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Side of tbe question. — But, Mrs. Malaprop, to the 
more important point in debate, — you say, you have 
no objection to my proposal. 

Mrs, M, None, I assure you. — I am under no 
positive engagement with Mr. Acres ; and as Lydiais 
so obstinate against biro, perhaps your son may have 
better success. 

Sir Antk, Well, madam, I will write for the boy 
directly. — He knows not a syllable of this yet, though 
I have for some time had the proposal in my head. 
He is at present with his regiment. 

Mrs, M, We have never seen your son, Sir Antho- 
ny ; but I hope no objection on his side. 

Sir Antk, Objection ! — ^let him object, if he dare ! 
— No, no, Mrs. Malaprop ; Jack knows, that the least 
demur puts me in a phrcnzy directly. My process 
was always very simple — in their younger days, 'twas, 
* Jack, do this,* — if he demurred, 1 knocked hiiii 
down ; and if he grumbled at that, I always sent him 
out of the room. 

Mrs, M. Ay, and the properest way, o'my con- 
science ! — nothing is so conciliating to young people, 
as severity. — Well, Sir Anthony, I shall give Mr. 
Acres his discharge, and prepare Lydia to receive 
your son's invocations ; and I hope you will repre- 
sent her to to the captain as an object not altogether 
illegible. 

SirAntk^. Madam, I will handle the subject prudent* 
ly. Well, I must leave you ; and let me beg you, 
Mrs. Malaprop, to enforce this matter roundly to the 
girl — take my advice, keep a tight hand — if she re- 
jects this proposal, clap her under lock and key ; and 
if you were just to let the servants forget to bring her 
dinner for three or four days, you can't conceive how 
she'd come about. [Exit SiB Anthony. 

Mrs. M. Well, at any rate, I shall be glad to get 
her from under my intuition. She has somehow dis- 
covered my partiality for Sir Lucius O'Trigger. Sure, 
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Lucy can't have betrayed me ! — No, the girl is such 
a simpleton, I should have made her confess it. — Lu* 
cy ! Lucy ! [Calls,] Had she been one of your artifi« 
cial ones, 1 should never have trusted her. 

Enter Lucy. 

Lucif, Did you call, ma'am ? 
. Mrs. M. Yes, girl. — Did you see Sir Lucius while 
you was out ? 

Luc^, No indeed, ma'am, not a glimpse of him. 

Mrs. M. You are sure, Lucy, that you never men^ 
tioned 

Lucy, O gemini ! "I'd sooner cut my tongue out ! 

Mrs, M, Well, don't let your simplicity be imposed 
on. 

Lucy. No, ma'am. 

Mrs. M. So, come f o me presently, and I'll give 
you another letter to Sir Lucius — but mind, Lucy, if 
ever you betray what you are intrusted with, (unless 
it be other people's secrets to me), you forfeit my ma- 
levolence for ever : and your being a simpleton, shall 
be no excuse for your locality. [Exit. 

Lucy* Ha! ha! ha! So, my dear simplicity, let 
me give you a little respite ; [Altering her Manner^ 
let girls, in my station, be as fond as they please of 
being expert, and knowing in their trusts ; commend 
itie to a mask of silliness, and a pair of sharp eyes for 
■my own interest under it! — Let me see to what ac- 
count have I turned my simplicity lately : [Looks at a 
P^q^er.] For obettingMiss Lydia Languish in a design of 
running away loith an ensign ! in money y sundry times^ 
twelve pound twelve — gowns^Jive ; hats, ruffles^ caps^ SfC. 
SfC, numberless. — From the said ensign^ within this last 
month, six guineas and a half. — About a quarter's pay! 
— Item, from Mrs. Malaprop, for betraying the young 
people to Aer-^when I found matters were likely to be 
discovered,*— fi»a guineasy and a black padwoy, — Itemf 
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from Mr, Acre$^ for carrying divers letieri-~^yi\nc\k I 
never delivered — two guineas, and a pair of buckles,"^ 
Itemyfrom Sir Lucius (/Trigger^ three crowns, two gold 
pocketpieceSf and a silver snt^-box I — Well done, sim- 
plicity 1 yet I was forced to make my Hibernian be* 
lieve, that he was corresponding, not with the aunt, 
but with the niece: for, though not over rich, I found 
he had too much pride and delicacy, to sacrifice the 
feelings of a gentleman, to the necessities of his for- 
tune, [Exit* 



ACT THE SECOND. 



SCENE I. 



Captain Absolvte's Lodgings, 



Captain Absolute and Fag. 

Fag. Sir, while I was there. Sir Anthony came in 
I told him, you had sent me to inquire after his health, 
and to know if he was at leisure to see you. 

Captm Abs. And what did he say, on hearing I was 
at Bath i 

Fag. Sir, in my life, I never saw an elderly gen* 
tleman more astonished ! 

Capt, Abs, Well, sir, and what did you say? 

Fag. O, I lied, Sir — I forget the precise lie, but 
yo m ay depend on't, he got no truth from me. — 
Vet, with submission, for fear of blunders in future, I 
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should be glad to fix what has brought us to Bath: 
in order that we may He a little consistently. — Sir 
Anthony's servants were curiotTs, sir, very curious 
indeed. 

Copt, Ahs» You have said nothing to them ? 

Fag: Ob, not a word, Sir — not a word. — Mr. Tho- 
mas, indeed, the coachman (whom I take to be the 
discreetest of whips) — 

CapL Abs, 'Sdeath! — ^you rascal ! you have not 
trusted him ! 

Fag. Oh, no, sir — lio — no — not a syllable, upon 
my veracity ! — He was, indeed, a little inquisitive; 
but I was sly, sir — devilish sly !-^My roaster (said I) 
honest Thomas (you know, sir, one says honest to 
one's inferiors) is come to Bath to recruit — yes, sir—* 
I said to recruit — and whether for men, money, or 
constitution, you know, sir, is nothing to him, nor 
any one else. 

Capt. Abs. Well — recruit will do — let it be so — 

Fag. Oh, sir, recruit will do surprisingly — indeed, 
to give the thing an air, I told Thomas, that your 
honour had already inlisted, five disbanded chairmen, 
seven minority waiters, and thirteen billiard markers. 

Copt. Abs. You blockhead, never say more than is 
necessary. 

Fag. I beg pardon, sir — I beg pardon — But with 
submission, a lie is nothing, unless one supports it. — 
Sir, whenever I draw on my invention for a good 
current lie, I always forge endorsements as well as the 
bill. 

Capt. Abs, Well, take care you don't hurt your cre- 
dit, by offering too much security. Is Mr. Faulkland 
returned ? 

Fag. He is above, sir, changing his dress. 

Capt. Abs. Can you tell whether he has been in- 
formed of Sir Anthony's and Miss Melville's arrival ? 

Fag,. I fancy not, sir; he has seen no ond 
fiace he came in, but his gentleman, who was with 
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him at Brbtol. — I think, sir, I h«ar Mr. Faulkland 
coining down 

Capt, Abs, Go, tell him, I am here. 

Fag, Yes, sir — [Going^ I beg pardon, sir, but 
should Sir Anthony call, you will do me the fEivour to 
remember, that we are recruiting, if you please. 

Copt. Abs. Well, well. 

Fag. And in tenderness to my character, if your 
honour could bring in the chairmen and waiters, I 
shall esteem it as an obligation ; — for though I never 
scruple a lie to 'serve my master, yet it hurts one^s 
conscience to be found out. {Exit. 

Capt. Abs. Now for my whimsical friend — If he 
does not know that his mistress is here, TU tease him 
a little before 1 tell him 

Enter Faq. 
Fag, Mr. Faulkland, sir. [£nV, 

Enter Faulkland. 

Capt. Abs. Faulkland, you're welcome to Batb 
again : you are punctual in your return. 

Faulk. Yes ; I had nothing to detain me, when I 
had finished the business I went on. Well, what news 
since I left you? How stand matters between yon 
and Lydia? 

Capt. Abs. Taith, much as they were ; I have not 
seen her since our quarrel ; however, I expect to be 
recalled evey hour. 

Faulk. Why don't you persuade her to go off with' 
you at once i 

Capt. Abs. What, and lose two thirds of her for- 
tune ? You forget that, my friend, — No, no, I could 
have brought her to that long ago. 

Faulk. Nay, then, you trifle too long — if you are 
sure of her, propose to the aunt, in your own charac^ 
ter, and write to Sir Anthony, for his consent. 

C(y9tp Abs* Softly-softly, for though 1 am convinc04 
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my little Lydia would elope with me as Ensign Bever* 
ley, yet am I by no means certain that she would 
take me with the impediment of our friends' consent, 
a regular humdrum wedding, and the reversion of a 
good fortune on my side ; well, but Faulkland, you'll 
dine with us to-day at the hotel? 
. Faulk. Indeed, I cannot; 1 am not in spirits to b« 
of such a party. 

Capt.Ahs^ By Heavens! I shall forswear your com- 
pany. You are the most teasing, captious, incorrigi- 
ble lover I — Do love like a man. 

Faulk. Ah! Jack, your heart and soul are not, 
like mine, fixed immutably on one only object. — You 
throw for a large stake, but, losing — you could stake, 
and throw again : — but I have set my sum of happi- 
ness, on this cast, and not to succeed, were to bo 
Gripped of all. 

Capt. Abs. But, for Heaven's sake ! what grounds 
for apprehensioacan your whimsical brain conjure up 
at present ? 

FaiUk. What grounds for apprehension, did you sayf 
-Heavens ! are thera not a thousand ! I fear for her 
spirits — her health — her life — O! Jack, when deli-^ 
cate and feeling souls are separated, there is not a fea«« 
ture in the sky, not a movement of the elements, not 
an aspiration of the breeze, but hints some cause for 
a lover's apprehension ! 

C(^* Aba. Ay, but we may chuse whether we will 
take the hint or not — So then, Faulkland, if you were 
convinced that Julia were well, and in spirits, you 
would be entirely content ? 

' FaM. I should be happy beyond measure — I am 
anxious only for that. 

Ct^ft. Abs, Then cure your anxiety at once — Miss 
Melville is in perfect health, and is at this moment in^ 
Bath. 

Foulk. Nay^ Jack^-don't trifle with me» 
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Qapt,Ahs. She is arrived here, with my father, with- 
in this hour. 

Faulk, Can you be serious ? 

Capt. Abs. I thought you kne^v Sir Anthony better, 
than tp be surprised at a sudden whim of this kind. — 
Seriously then, it is as I tell you — upon my honour. 

Faulkp My dear Jack-r-now nothing on earth can 
give me a moment's uneasiness. 

Enter Fag. 

Fag. Sir, Mr. Acres, just arrived, is below. 

Capt, Abs. Stay, Faulkland, this Acres lives within 
a mile of Sir Anthony, and he. shall tell you how your 
mistress has been ever since you left her. — Fag, show 
the gentleman up. [Exit Fag. 

FaulL What, is he much acquainted in the family? 

Capt. Abs. Oh, very intimate: He is likewise a ri- 
val of mine — that is, of my other selfs, for he does not 
think his friend. Captain Absolute, ever saw the lady 
in question ; — and it is ridiculous enough to hear him 
complain to me of one Beverley, a concealed, sculk- 
ing rival, who — 

Faulk. Hush ! — He's here! 

Enfer Aches. 

Acres, Hah! my dear friend, noble Captain, and 
honest Jack, how dost thou ? just arrived, 'faith, as you 
see. — Sir, your humble servant. Warm work on the 
roads, Jack-^odds whips and wheels! I've travelled 
like a comet, with a tail of dust all the way, as long 
as the Mall. 

, Capt. Abs, Ah ! Bob, you are indeed an eccentric 
planet^ but we know your attraction hither — give me 
leave to introduce JVIr. Faulkland to you ; Mr. Faulk- 
land, Mr. Acres. 

Acres. Sir, I am most heartily glad to see you : 

4 
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sir, I solicit your connexions. — Hey, Jack — what this 
is Mr. Faulkiandy who 

Copt. Ahs. Ay, Bob,, Miss Melville's Mr. Faulkland. 

Acres, Ah! Mr. Faulkland, you are indeed a happy 
man! 

Faulk, I have not seen Miss Melville yet, sir, — 
I hope she enjoyed full health and spirits in Devon- 
shire? 

Acres. Never knew her better in my life, sir, — never 
better. — Odd's blushes and blooms ! she has been as 
healthy as the German spa, 

Faulk, Indeed! — I did hear that she. had been a lit- 
tle indisposed. 

Acres. False, false, sir — only said to vex you: quite 
the reverse, I assure you. 

Faulk, There, Jack, you see she has the advantage 
of me; I had almost fretted myself ill. 

CapL Ahs, Now are you angry with your mistress 
for not having been sick. 

Faulk. No, no, you misunderstand me : — yet surely 
a little trifling indisposition is not an unnatural coii> 
sequence of absence from those we loye. — Now con- 
fess — isn't there something unkind in this violent, ro* 
bust, unfeeling health ? 

Capt. Abs, Oh, it was very unkind of her to be well 
in your absence to be sure ! 

Acres. Good apartments. Jack. 

Faulk. Well, sir, but you was saying that Miss 
Melville has been so exceedingly well — what then she 
has been. merry and gay I suppose? — always in spirits 
hey? 

Acres, Merry, odds crickets ! she has been the bell 
and spirit of the company, wherever she has been — 
so lively and entertaining! so full of wit and humour.! 
. Faidk. By my soul! tbeire is an innate levity in wo- 
man, that nothing can overcome. — What 1 happy, and 
I away ! 
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Capt. Ahs. Just now you Vrere only apprehensive 
for your mistress's spirits. 

Faulk, Wby^ Jack, have I been the joy and spirift 
•f the company ? 

Capt. Ahs, No indeed, you have not. 

Faulk* Have I been lively and entertaining? 
• Capt. Ab$, Oh, upon my word, I acquit you. 

Fadk. Have I been full of wit and humour ? 

Capt. Abs. No, 'faith, to do you Justice, you have 
lieen confoundedly stupid, indeed. 

Acres, What's the matter with the gentleman ? 
. Capt, Abs, He is only expressing his great satisfac- 
tion, at hearing that Julia has been so well and happy 
— that's all— hey, Faulkland ? 

Faulk, Yes, yes, she has a happy disposition ! 

Acres, That she has, indeed — then she is so accom- 
plished — so sweet a voice — so expert at her harpsi- 
chord — such a mistress of flat and sharp, squallante, 
rumblante, and quiverante ! — there was this time 
month — odds minnums and crotchets ! how she did 
chirup at Mrs. Piano's concert ! 

Faulk, Fool ! fool that 1 am ! to fix all my happi- 
ness on such a trifler ! 'Sdeath ! to make herself the 
pipe and ballad-monger of a circle! to sooth her light 
heart with catches and glees ! — What can you say to 
this, sir ? 

Copt, Abs. Why, that I should be glad to hear my 
mistress had been so merry, sir. 

Faulk, Nay, nay, nay — I'm not sorry that she has 
been happy — no, no, I am glad of that — I would not 
have had her sad or sick — but she has been dancing 
too, I doubt not ? 

Acres. What does the gentleman say about danc« 
ing? 

Capt, Ahs, He says the lady we speak of, dances as 
well as she sings. 

Acres, Ay truly, does she — there wa9 at our last 
race liall— * — 
% 
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Faulk. Hell and the devil ! There ! there— I told 
you so ! I told you so I oh ! she thrives in my absence ! 
— dancing ! but her whole feelings have been in oppo* 
tition ^ith mine ; — I have been anxious, silent, pen« 
sive, sedentary — my days have been hours of care, my 
nights of watchfulness. — She has been all health! spi- 
rit ! laugh ! song ! dance ! — oh ! d — ned, d — ned le^ 
vity ! 

Capt. Abs, For Heaven's sake! Faulkland, don't 
expose yourself so. — Suppose she has danced, what 
then { — does not the ceremony of ^ciety often ob* 
lige— 

Fandk. Well, well. Til contain myself — perhaps, as 
you say — for form sake.--;- What, Mr. Acres, you were 
praising Miss Melville's manner of dancing a minuet 
'— bey? . 

Acres. Oh, I dare insure her for that-r but what J 
was going to speak of, was her country dancing : — 
odds swimmings ! she has such an air with her ! — 

Faulk, Now disappointment on her ! — defend this, 
Absolute, why don't you defend this ?— country 
dances! jiggs, and reels! am I tp blame now? a 
minuet I could have forgiven-rl should not hare 
minded that — I say, I should not have regarded a 
minuet — but country dances! Z ■ d s! bad she made 
one in a cotillion — I believe I could have forgiven even 
that — but to be monkey led for a night ! — to run the 
gauntlet, through a string of amorous palming pup* 
pies! — to show paces, like a managed filly! — Oh, 
Jack, there never can be but one man in the world, 
whom a truly modest and delicate woman ought to 
pair with in a country dance; and even then, the rest 
of the couples should be her great uncles and aunts I 

Capt. Abs. Ay, to be sure ! grandfathers and 
grandmothers ! 

Faulk, If there be but one vicious mind in the set, 
it will spxectd like a contagion — the action of their 
pulse beats to the lascivious movement of the jigg-*» 

D 3 
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their quivering, warm breathed sighs impregnate the 
air— the atmosphere becomes electrical to love, and. 
each amorous spark darts through every link of the 
chain! — I must leave you — 1 own I am somewhat 
flurried — and that confounded looby has perceived it. 

[Going. 

Capt. Abs, Nay, but stay, Faulklandi and thank 
Mr. Acres for his good news. 

Faulk* D — n his news ! [Exit. 

Copt. Ab$, Ha I ha ! ha ! poor Faulkland ! five mi« 
Butes since — '* nothing on earth could give him a mo- 
ments uneasiness T' 

Acres. The gentleman wasn't angry at my praising 
his mistress, was he ? 

Capt, Abs. A little jealous, I believe, Bob. 

Acres. You don't say so? Ha ! ha! jealous of me! 
1— that's a good joke ! 

- Capt. Abs. There's nothing strange in that, Bob ; 
let me tell you, that sprightly grace and insinuating 
manner of yours will do some mischief among the 
girls here. 

Acres, Ah ! you joke — ha! ha! mischief — ha ! ha! 
but 'you know I am not my own property, my dear 
Lydia has forestalled me. — She could never abide me 
in the country, because I used to dress so badly — but 
odds frogs and tambours! I shan't take matters so 
here — now ancient Madam has no voice in it — I'll 
make my old clothes know who's master — I shall 
Strait way cashier the hunting frock — and render my 
leather breeches incapable — My hair has been in 
training some time. 

Capt. Abs. Indeed! 

Acres. Ay — and thoff the side curls are a little 
restive, my hind part takes it very kindly. 

Capt. Abs, Oh, you'll polish, I doubt not. 
. Acres. Absolutely 1 propose so — then if I can find 
out this Ensign Beverly, odds triggers and flints ! I'll 
wake him know the difference o't^ 
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Capt. Abs, Spoke like a man — but pray, Bob, I 
observe you have got an odd kind of a new method of 
swearing 

Acres* Ha ! ha I you've taken notice of it — ^'tis gen- 
teel, isn't it ? — I didn't invent it myself, though ; but 
a commander in our militia — a great scholar, I assure 
you — says that there is no meaning in the commoi) 
oaths, and that nothing but their antiquity makes 
them respectable; — because, be says, the ancients 
would never stick to an oath or two, but would say, by 
Jove! or by Bacchus! or by Mars! or by Venus! or 
by Pallas! according to the sentiment — so that to 
swear with propriety, says my little Major, the ^ oath 
should be an echo to the sense ;" and this we call the 
oath referential, or sentimental swearing — ^ha ! ha ha ! 
^s genteel, isn't it } 

Capt.Ahs* Very genteel, and very new indeed — 
and I dare say will supplant all other figures of im» 
precation. 

Acres. Ay, ay^ the best terms will grow obsolete- 
Damns have had their day. 

• 

Enter Fag. 

Fag. Sir, there is a gentleman below, desires to see 
you — Shall I show him into the parlour ? 

Capt. Abs, Ay — you may. 

Acres. Well, I must begone 

Capt. Abs. Stay; who is it, Fag? 

Fag. Your father, sir. 

Capt. Abs. You puppy, why didn't you show him 
up directly ? [Exit Fag. 

Acres. You have business with Sir Anthony.— I 
expect a message from Mrs. Malaprop, at my lodg* 
ings. I have sent abo to my dear friend, Sir Lucius 
OTrigger. — Adieu, Jack, we must meet at night, 
when you shall give me a dozen bumper^ to littljs 
Lydia. 

p3 
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Capt, Jbs, That I will, with all my heart [Exit. 
Acres.] Now for a parental lecture — I hope he has 
beard nothing of the business that has brought me 
here — I wish the gout had held him fast in Devon- 
fthircy with all my soul ! 

Enter Sir Anthony. 

Sir, I am delighted to see you here; and looking so 
well ! — ^your sudden arrival at Bath made me appre- 
hensive for your health. 

Sir Anth, Very apprehensive, I dare say, Jack, — 
What, you are recruiting here, hey? 

Ca/pt, Abs. Yes, sir, I am on duty. 

Sir Anth, Well, Jack, I am glad to see you, though 
I did not expect it; for I was going to write to you on 
a little matter of business. — Jack; I have been consi- 
<lering that I grow old and infirm, and shall probably 
not trouble you long. 

Capt, Abs. Pardon me, sir, I never saw you look 
more strong and hearty, and I pray frequently that 
you may continue so. 

Sir Anth, I hope your prayers may be heard, with 
all my heart. Well then. Jack, I have been consider- 
ing that I am so strong and hearty, I may continue to 
plague you a long time. — Now, Jack, I am sensible 
that the income of your commission, and what I have 
hitherto allowed yau, is but a small pittance, for a lad 
of your spirit. 

Capt, Abs. Sir, •you are very good. 
. Sir AntA, And it is my wish, while yet I live, to 
have my boy make some figure in the world. — I haye 
resolved, therefore, to &x you at once in a noble inde- 
pendence. 

. Capt»Abs. Sir, your kindness overpowers me. — ^Yet, 
sir, I presume you would not wish me to quit the 
army? ' . ' 

Sir Antk. Oh ! that shall be as your wife cbuses. 
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Capt, Abs, My wife, sir ! 

Sir Anth, Ay, Ay, settle that between you — ^settle 
that between you. 

Copt, Abs, A wife, sir, did you say? 

Sir Anth. Ay, a wife — why, did not I mention her 
before? 

Capt, Abs. Not a word of her, sir. 

Sir Anth. Odd so ! — I mustn't forget her though. — 
Yes, Jack, the independence I was talking of is by a 
marriage — the fortune is saddled with a wife — but I 
suppose that makes no difference? 

Caipt. Abs. Sir ! sir ! — you amaze me ! 
' Sir Anth. Why, what the deviFs the matter with 
the fool? Just now you were all gratitude and duty. 

Copt. Abs. I was, sir, — ^you talked to me of inde- 
pendence and a fortune, but not a word of a wife. 

Sir Anth. Why — what difference does that make? 
Odd's life, sir ! if you have the estate, you must take 
it with the live stock on it, as it stands. 

Copt. Abs. Pray, sir, who is the lady ? 

Sir Anth. What's that to you, sir? — Come, give me 
your promise to love, and to marry her directly. 

Copt. Abs. Sure, sir, this is not very reasonable, to 
summon my affections for a lady I know nothing of! 

^fV Anth. I am sure, sir, 'tis more unreasonable in 
you, to object to a lady you know nothing of. 

Capt. Abs, You must excuse me, sir, if I tell you, 
once for all, that in this point I cannot obey you. 

Sir Anth. Harkye, Jack; — I have heard you for 
some time with patience — I have been cool, — quite 
cool ; but take care — ^you know I am compliance it- 
self — when I am not thwarted ; — no one more easily 
led — when I have my own way ; — but don't put me 
in a pbrenzy. 

Capt. Abs. Sir, I must repeat it — in this I cannot 
obey you. 

Sir Anth. Now d — n me I if ever I call you Jack 
again, while I live ! 
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Capt, Abs. Nay, sir, but hear me. 
Sir Anth, Sir, I won't hear a word — not a word ! 
not one word ! so give me your promise by a nod— 
and ril tell you what, Jack — 1 mean, you dog — if 
you don t by 

Capt, Abs. What, sir, promise to link myself ta 

some mass of ugliness I to 

Sir AntL Z — ds! sirrah! the lady shall be as 
ugly as I chuse: she shall have a hump on each 
shoulder; she shall be as crooked as the crescent; 
her one eye shall roll like the bull's in Cox's Museum 
— she shall have a skin like a mummy, and the beard 
of a Jew — she shall be all this, sirrah ! — yet I'll make 
you ogle her all day, and sit up all night, to write son* 
nets on her beauty. 

Capt, Abs. This is reason and moderation indeed \ 
Sir AntL None of your sneering, puppy ! no grin- 
ning, jackanapes! 

Capt. Abs. Indeed, sir, I never was in a wors^ hur 
mour for mirth in my life. 

Sir AntL 'Tis false, sir, I know you are laughing in 
your sleeve; I know you'll grin when I am gone, sirrah! 
Capt, Abs. Sir, I hope I know my duty better. 
Sir AntL None of your passion, sir ! none of your 
violence, if you please — It won't do with me, I pro^. 
mise you. 

Capt. Abs, Indeed, sir, I never was cooler in my 
life. 

Sir AntL 'Tis a confounded lie ! — I know you arc 
in a passion in your heart; I know you are, you hy- 
pocritical young dog ! but it won't do. 
Capt, Abs. Nay, sir, upon my word. 
Sir AntL So you will fly out! can't you be cool, 
like me? What the devil good can passion do! — 
— passion is of no service, you impudent, insolent, 
overbearing reprobate ! — There, you sneer again ! — 
don't provoke me! — but you rely upon the mildness 
-of my temper — ^you do, you dog ! you play upcfti the 
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meekness of my disposition ? Yet take care — the 
patience of a saint may be overcome at last ! — but 
mark ! I give you six hours and a half to consider of 
this : if you then agree, without any condition, to do 
every thing on earth that I chuse, why— confound 

you! I may in time forgive you — If not, z ds! 

don't enter the same hemisphere with me I donH dare 
to breathe the same air, or use the same light with 
me ; but get an atmosphere and a sun ofj your own ! 
Ill strip you of your commission ; TU lodge a hye- 
and-threepence in the hands of trustees, and you' shall 
live on the interest. — I'll disown you, Til disinherit 
you, ril unget you ! and d — n me ! if ever I call you 
Jack_again ! [Exeunt seoeralhf. 



SCENE II. 



The North Parade. 



Enter Lucy. 

Lucy, Sir Lucius is generally more punctual, when 
he expects to hear from his dear Delia, as he calls 
her : — I wonder he's not here ! — 

Enter Sir Lucius OTrigger; 

Sir L* Hah ! my little embassadress-^upon my 
conscience I have been looking for you ; I have been 
on the South Parade this half hour. 

Lucy. [Speaking imply.'] O gemini ! and I have 
been waiting for your worship, here on the North. 

Sir L. 'Faith ! — may be, that was the reason we 
did not meet ; and it is very comical too, how you 
could go out, and I not see you — for I was only tak- 
ing a nap, at the Parade coffee-house, and I chose 
the window, on purpose that I might not miss you. 
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Lacy, My stars! Now I'd wager a sixpence I went 
by, while you were asleep. 

Sir L. Sure enough it must have been so — and I 
never dreamt it was so late, till I waked. Well, bu( 
my little girl, have you got nothing for me ? 

Lucy. Yes, but I have — I've got a letter for yoii 
in my pocket. 

Sir L. O 'faith ! I guessed you weren't come empty* 
handed — well — let me see what the dear creature 
says. 

LiKy> There, Sir Lucius. {Gives him a Letter^ 

Sir L. [Reads.] Sir — there is often a sudden incentive 
impiUse in love^ that has a greater induction than years 
of domestic combination : such was the commotion I felt 
at the first superfluous view of Sir Lucius 0*Trigger. 
Very pretty, upon ray word ! Female punctuation for^ 
bids me to say more ; yet, let me addy that it will give 
me joy infallible to find Sir Lucius worthy the last cri-" 
ierionof my affections. Delia. 

Upon my conscience, Lucy, your lady is a great 
mistress of language ! 'Faith ! she's quite the queen 
of the dictionary ! 

Lucy, Ay, sir, a lady of her experience. 

Sir L. Experience ! what, at seventeen I 

Lucy. O, true, sir — but then she reads so— my 
stars! how she will read off hand ! 

Sir L. Taith, she must be very deep read^ (o vrntp 
this way — though she is rather an arbitrary writer^ 
too— for here are a great many poor words pressed 
into the service of this note, that would get their faa^ 
beas corpus from any court in Christendom. Howt 
ever, when affection guides the pen, he must be a 
brute, who finds fault with the style. 

Lucy. Ah ! Sir Lucius, If you were to hear how 
she talks of you ! 

Sir L« On, tell her> I'll make |ier.t}ie best husband 
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in tbe world, and Lady OTrigger into the bargain \ 
— But we must get the old gentlewoman's consent--* 
and do every thing fairly. 

Lucy, Nay, Sir Lucius, I thought you wa'nt rich 
enough to be so nice ! 

Sir L. Upon my word, young woman, you have 
hit ic : — I am so poor, that I can't afford to do a dirty 
action. — If I did not want money, I'd steal your 
mistress, and her fortune, with a great deal of pleasure. 
— However my pretty girl, [Gii?e« her Money.] here's a 
little something, to buy you a ribband ; and meet me 
in the evening, and I will give you an answer to this. 
So, hu^sy, take a kiss beforehand, to ptit you in 
mind. [Kisses her, 

Lucy, lud ! Sir Lucius — I never seed such a 
gemman ! My lady won't like you if you're so impu- 
dent. 

Sir L» Tailh she will, Lucy — that same — pho I 
what's the name of it 1 — modesty ! — is a quality in a 
lover more praised by the women than liked ; so, if 
your mistress asks you whether Sir Lucius ever gave 
you a kiss, tell her fifty — my dear. 

Lucy. What, would you have me tell her a lie? 

Sir L. Ah then, you baggage! I'll make it a truth 
presently. 

Lucy. For shame now ; here is some one coming. 

Sir L. O 'faith I'll quiet your conscience! 

[Sees Fao. — £xtV, humming a Tune. 

Enter Fag. 

Fag. So, so, ma'am. I humbly beg pardon. 
Lucy, O lud ! — now, Mr. Fag — you flurry olie 
so! 



Fas, Come, come, Lucy, here's no one by — so a 
little less simplicity, with a grain or two more sincerity, 
if .you please — You play false with us, madam — I 
saw you give the baronet a letter. — My master shall 
know this- and if he don't call him out— I will. 
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Lucy. Ha ! ha I ha : you gentlemen's gentlemen 
are so haf ty ! — That letter was from Mrs. Malaprop, 
simpleton. — She is taken with Sir Lucius's address. 

Fag, How ! what tastes some people have ! Why, 
I suppose I have walked by her window a hundred 
times. But what says our young lady ? — Any mes- 
sage to my master i 

Luof. Sad news, Mr. Fag ! A worse rival than 
Acres ! Sir Anthony Absolute has proposed his son. 

Fag, What* Captain Absolute ? 

Lucy^ Even so. I overheard it all. 

Fag* Ha ! ha ! ha ! very good, 'faith ! Good b'ye, 
Lucy, I must away with this news. 

iMcy. Well, you may laugh, but it is true, 1 assure 
you. [Going.] But, Mr. Fag, tell your master uoi 
to be cast down by this. 

Fag. Oh, he'll be so disconsolate ! 

Lucy. And charge him, not to think of quarrelling 
with young Absolute. 

Fag. Never fear — ^neverfear. 

Lucy. Be sure, bid him keep up his spirits. 

Fag. We will — we will. [Exeunt seocraUy. 






ACT THE THIRD. 



SCBNB I. 



The North Parade. 

Enter Cavtkvs Absolute* 

Capt. Ahs. 'Tis just as Fag told me, indeed !^ 
Whimsical enough, 'faith ! My father wants to 
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Ibrce me to m«rry the very giii I am plotting to ran 
away with! He must not know of my connexion with 
b«r yet awbtle. He has too smnmasy a method of pro- 
ceeding in diese matters, however 1 1\ read my necant- 
ation instantly. My conversion is something sudden^ 
indeed ; but I can assure him^ it is very sincere—— 
Soy se, here he comes-^he looks plaguy gruflf! 

[St ffi aside. 

Enter Sir Anthony Absoluts. 

SirAnth. No — I'll die sooner than forgive htm ! 
Die, did I say ? 1*11 live these fifty years, to plague 
liim. At our last meeting, his impudence had al* 
most put me out of temper — ^An obsttnate^ passion- 
ate, self-willed boy ! Who can he take after } This is 
my return for getting him before all his brothers and 
aisters!^ for putting him> at twelve years old, into a 
marching regiment, and allowing him fifty pounds a« 
year, besides his pay, ever since ! But I have done 
'With him — he's any body's son for me — I never will 
see him more— — ^never — ^never — never — never^ 

Cdpf. Abi^ Now for a penitential face ! 

Sir Anth. Fellow, get out of my way ! 

Copt, Aha* Sir, you see a penitent before you. 

Sir Anik» I see an impudent scoundrel before me. 

Copt. Abs, A sincere penitent. I am come, sir, to 
acknowledge my error, and to submit entirely to your 
will. 

SirAntk. What's that f 

Qqft^ Abt. I have been .revolving^ and reflecting, 
and considering on your past goodness, an^ ki|idnesS| 
and condescension to mcir 

Sir AfUk. Wdl> sir^ , 

Capt» Abs. I have been likewisa wrighing, and ba- 
lancing, what you were pleased to mention^ concerning 
duty, and obedience, and authority. 

Sir Antk^ Well, puppy f 
V Capt. 4l>s. Wby, Uica, sir^ the result of my refle«- 
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*'♦ 



lions iSf a resolution to sacrifice every inclination of 
my awn to your satisfaction. 

Sir Jntk. Why, now . you talk sense, absolute 
sense ; 1 never heard any thing more sensible in my 
life. Confound you ! you shall be Jack again. 

Copt. Abs, I am happy in the appellation. - 

Sir Anth, Why, then, Jack, my dear Jack, I . will 
now inform you who the lady really is. Nothing but 
your passion and violence, you silly fellow, prevented 
my telling you at first. Prepare, Jack, for wonder 
and rapture — ^prepare. , What think you of Miss Ly- 
dia Languish ? 

Capt, Abs, Languish I What, the Languishes of 
Worcestershire ? 

Sir Anth. Worcestershire ! no. Did you never 
meet Mrs. Malaprop, and her niece, Miss Languish, 
who came into our country just before you were last 
ordered to your regiment } 

Copt* Abs. Malaprop ! Languish ! I don't remem- 
ber ever to have heard the names before. Yet, stay, 
I think I do recollect something — Languish — Lan- 

guisih She squints, don't she ? — A little redhaired 

girl? 

Sir Anth. Squints! — A red-haired girl! Z — ds! 

no ! 

Ct^t. Abs. Then I must have forgot ; it can't be 
the same person. 

Sir Anth. Jack ! Jack ! what think you'of bloom- 
ing, love-breathing seventeen ? 

Capt. Abs. As to that, sir, I am quite indifferent i 
if I can please you in the matter, 'tis all I desire. . 

Sir Anth. Nay, but Jack, such eyes! such eyes ! so 
innocently wild! so bashfully irresolute! Not a 
glance but speaks and kindles, some thought of love ! 
Then, Jack, her cheeks ! her cheeks. Jack ! so deep- 
ly blushing at the insinuations of her tell-tale eyes ! 
Then, Jack, her lips ! O Jack, lips, smiling at their 
•wn discretion! and, if not smiling, more sweetly 



SCENE 1.] TSS BIVALS. ' 3$ 

pouting — more lovely in sullenness J TfaeOi Jack^ her 
neck ! O Jack i Jack ! 

Capt.Abs, And. which, is to be min^, sir, the niece, 
or the aunt? 

. Sir Anth, Why^ you unfeeling, inseusijble puppy, 
I despise you. When I was of your age, such a de- 
scription would have made me fly like a rockej: I The 
aunt, indeed ! Odds life ! when I ran away with, your 
mother, I would not have touched, any thing old, or 
vgly, to gain an empire. 
. Copt. Abs, Not to please your father, sir ? 

Sir Anth, To please my father -Z — ds ! not to 

please — O, my father — Oddso !— yes, yes ; if my fa- 
ther, indeed, had desired — tha t's. quite another mat? 

ter Though he wasn't the indulgent father that I 

«m, Jack. 

Capt, Abs, I dare say not, sir. 

Sir Anth. But, Jack, you are not sorry to find, your 
mistress is so beautiful ? 

Capt, Abs, Sir, I repeat it, if I please you in this 
affair, 'tis all I desire. Not that I think a woman the 
worse for being handsome ; but, sir, if you please to 
recollect, you before hinted something about a hump 
or two, one eye, and a few more graces of that kind — 
now, without being very nice, I own I should rather 
chuse a wife of mine, to have the usual number of 
limbs, and a limited quantity of back : and, though 
one eye may be very agreeable, yet, as the prejudice 
has always run in favour of two, I would not wish to 
affect a singularity in that article. 

Sir Anth. What a phlegmatic sot it is ! Why, sir- 
rah, you are an anchorite ! A vile, insensible stock \ 
You a soldier ! you're a walking block, flt only to 
dust the company's regimentals on ! Odds life, I've a 
great mind to marry the girl myself! 

Capt, Abs. I am entirely at your disposal, sir ; if 
you should think of addressing Miss Languish your- 
self, I suppose you would have me marry the aunt ^ 
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or, if you thould change your mind, and take the old 
lady, — ^"tis the same to me, V\\ marry the niece* 

Sir Antk^ Upon my word, Jack, thou'rt either a 
very great hypocrite, or — hut, come, I know your iiw 
dif^i«nce on auch a subject must be all a lie, I'm sure 
ft must — ^come, now, damn your demure face ! come, 
oonfess. Jack, you have been lying — han't you ? You 
have been playing the hypocrite, hey } — I'll never for- 
give you, if you han't been lying, and playing the 
hypocrite. 

Captn Ahs. VtA sorry, sir, that the respect and duty, 
whicn I bear to you, should be so mistaken. 

Sir AntJu Hang your respect and duty ! But, come 
along with me. Til write a note to Mrs. Malaprop, 
and you shall visit the lady directly. Her eyes shall 
be the Promethian torch to you — come along, Fll ne« 
ver forgive you, if you don't come back, stark mad 
with rapture and impatience — if you don't, 'egad« I'll 
marry the girl myself ! [EiXeunt: 



SC£VE II« 



Julia's Dresmg Roam^ 



Faulklahp. 

FaulL They told me Julia would return directly; 
I wonder she is not yet come! — How mean- does this 
captious, unsatisfied,, temper of mine appear to my 
cooler judgment ! What tender, honest joy, sparkled 
in her eyes, when we met ! How delicate was tho 
warmth of her expressions ! — I was ashamed to ap* 
pear less happy, though I had come resolved to wear 
a face of coolness and upbraiding. Sir Anthony's 
presence prevented my proposed expostulations ; Yet 
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I must l>e satisfied that she has not been so very hap- 
py ill my absence. She is coming — Yes, I know the 
nimblenrss of her tread, when she thinks her impa- 
tient Faulkland counts the moments of her stay. 

Enter Juj.]a. 

Jidia. I had not hoped. to see you again so soon. 

Faulk, Could I, Julia, be contented with my first 
welcome, restrained as we were, by the presence of a 
third person ? ' 

Ju^. Oh, Faulkland ! when your kindne/s can 
make me thus happy, let me not think that I disco- 
vered something of coldness in your first saluta- 
tion. 

Faulk, Twas but your fancy, Julia. I was rejoic- 
ed to see you — to see you in such health : Sure I 
had no cause for coldness ? 

Julia. Nay, then, I see you have taken something 
ill : You must not conceal from me what it is. 

Faulk, Well, then, shall I own to you, that my joy 
at hearing of your health and arrival here, by your 
neighbour Acres, was somewhat damped, by his dwell- 
ing much on the high spirits you had enjoyed in De- 
vonshire ? on your mirth — ^your singing — dancing—- 
and I know not what ! For such is my temper, Julia, 
4hat I should regard every mirthful moment, in your 
absence, as a treason to constancy. The mutual tear^ 
that steals down the cheek- of parting lovers, is a com- 
pact, that no smile shall live there till they meet 
again. 

Jtt/ta. Must I never cease* to /tax my Faulkland 
with this teasing, minute, caprice? Can the idle re- 
ports of a silly boor weigh, in your breast, against my 
tried affection ? 

Faulk, They have no weight with me, Julia : No, 
no, I am happy, if you have been so — yet only say, 
that you did not. sing with mirth-r^say, that yoi| 
thought of Faulkland in the dance. 

£ d 
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JuUa, I never can be happy in your absence. If I 
wear a countenance of content, it is to show, that ipy 
mind holds no doubt of my Faulkland's truth. If I 
seemed sad, it were to make malice triumph, and say, 
that I had fixed my heart on one, who left me to la* 
ment his roving, and my own credulity* Believe me,^ 
Faulkland, I mean not to upbraid you, when I ^ay,. 
that I have often dressed sorrow in smiles, lest my 
friends should guess whose unkindness had caused my 
tears. 

FatUk, You were ever all goodness to me ! Oh,, I am 
a brute, when I but admit a doubt of your true con- 
stancy ! 

Julia. If ever without such cause from you, as I 
will not suppose po^ible, you find my affections veer^ 
ing, but a point, may I become a proverbial scofi!for 
levity, and base ingratitude! 

Faulk. Ah„ Julia ! that last word is grating to me 1^ 
I would I had op title to your gratitude ! Search 
your heart,^ Julia; perhaps what you have mistaken 
for love, is but the warm effusion of a too thankful 
heart ! 
Jti/ta. For what quality must I love you } 
Faulk. For no quality : To regard me for any quar 
lity of mind, or understanding! were only to esteem mef 
And for person — 1 have often wished myself deformed,, 
to be convinced, that I owed no obligation there for 
any part of your affection. 

Julia. Where nature has bestowed a show of nice 
attention in the features of a roan, he should laugh 
at it, as misplaced. I have seen men, who, in this 
vain article, perhaps, might rank above you; but 
my heart has never asked my 6yes if it were so os 
not. 

Faulk. Now, this is not well from you, Julia; I 
despise person in a man, yet, if thou loved me as i 
wish, though I were an J^thiop, you'd think none so 
fair. 
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JvUa^ I see you are detenained to be unkind-— *r? 
The contract, wbich my poor father bound us in,, 
gives you more than a Ipvei^s privilege^ 

Faulk. Again, Julia, you raise ideas, that feed and 
justify my doubts. I would not have been more free 
— no, I am proud of my restraint : Yet — ^yet, perhaps, 
your high respect alone for this solemn compact, has 
fettered your inclinations, which, else, had made a 
worthier choice. 

Julia. Then try me now — Let us be free aa 
strangers, as to what is past : My heart will not feel 
more liberty. 

Faulk. There, now ! so hasty, Julia ! so anxious to 
be free ! If your loye for me were fixed and ardent^ 
you would not loose your hold, even though I wished 
it! 

Julia. Oh, you torture me to the heart! I cannot 
bear it ! 

Faulk. I do not mean to distress you : If I loved 
you less, I should never give you an uneasy moment. 
—But hear me,, — All my fretful doubts arise from 
this — Women are not used to weigh, and separate, the 
potives of their affections : the cold dictates of pru- 
dence, gratitude, or filial duty, may sometimes be 
mistaken for the pleadings of the heart. I would not 
boast, yet let me say, that I have neither age, person, 
or <^aracter, to found dislike on ; my fortune, such, 
as few ladies could be charged witl^ indiscretion in 
the match. O Julia ! when love receives such coun- 
tenance from prudence, nice minds will be suspicious 
of its birth. 

JuHa, I know not whither your insinuations would 
tend ; but, as they seem pressing to insult me, I will 
spare you the regret of having done so— 1 have given 
you no cause for this ! [Exit, in Teari. 
Faulk* In tears I stjay, Julia — stay but for a mo- 
ment The door is festened I Julia I my soul! but 

(or one moment! — \ hear her sobbing! 'Sdeathl 
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what a brute am I, to use her thus !— Yet stay — A}', 
she isr coming now : how little resolution there is in 
woman! how a few soft words can turn them !— No, 
'faith, she's not coming, either ! Why, Julia, my love ! 
say but, that you forgive me ; come but to tell me 
that — now, this is being too resentful ! stay, she is 
coming too ; I thought she would — no steadiness in 
anything! her going away must have been a* mere 
trick then ; she shan't see that I was hurt by it — 111 

affect indifference : [Hums a Tune, then listens.'] 

No, Z ds ! she's not coming, nor don't intend it, 

I suppose ! This is not steadiness, but obstinacy ( 
Yet I deserve it. What, after so long an absence, to 
quarrel with her tenderness ! 'twas barbarous, and un- 
manly !< — I should be ashamed to see her now.* — I'll 
wait till her just resentment is abated, and, when I 
distress her so again, may I lose her for ever I [^Exit. 
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Mrs. Malaprop's Lodgings, 



Mrs. Malaprop, with a Letter in her Hand, and 

Captain Absolute. 

Mrs. M, Your being Sir Anthony's son. Captain, 
would itself be a sufficient accommodation ; but from 
the ingenuity of your appearance, I am convinced 
you deserve the character here given of you. 

Capt. Abs. Permit me to say, madam, that, as I 
never yet have had the pleasure of seeing Miss Lan- 
guish, my principal inducement in this affair, at pre- 
sent, is the honour of being allied to Mrs. Malaprop; 
of whose intellectual accomplishments, elegant man- 
ners, and unaffected learning, no tongue is silent. 
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Mrs. M. Sir/ you do me infinite honour ! I beg. 
Captain, you'll be seated. [Sii.] Ah I few gentle* 
men, now^a-days, know how to value the ine^tual 
qualities in a woman ! few think, how a little know- 
ledge becomes a gentlewoman ! Men have no sense 
now, but for the worthless flower of beauty ! 

Ct^t, Abs^ It is but too true, indeed, ma*am ; yet, 
I fear our ladies should share the blame ; they think 
our admiration of beauty so great, that knowledge, in 
them, would be superfluous. Thus, like garden trees, 
they seldom show fruit, till time has robbed them of 
the more specious blossom : Few, like Mrs, Malar- 
prop, and the orange tree, are rich in both at once ! 

Mn. M. Sir, you overpower me with goodbreed- 
ing — He is the very pine apple of politeness ! You are 
not ignorant, Captain, that this giddy girl has, some- 
how, contrived to fix her afifections on a beggarly, 
strolling, eves^^ropping ensign, whom none of us hava 
seen, and nobody knows any thing of« 

Ca^. Ah$. Oh, I have heard the silly affair before, 
Vm not at all prejudiced against her on that account, 
but it must be very distressing, indeed, ma'am. 

Mrs, M, Oh, it gives me the hydrostatics, to such 
H degree ! I thought she had persisted from corre- 
sponding with him ; but, behold, this very day, I 
have interceded another letter from the fellow—I be- 
lieve I have it in my pocket. 

O^. Abs. O, the devil 1 my last note! [Aiid4* 

Mrs* M, Ay, here it is. 

Capt. Abs. Ay, my note, indeed ! O, the little trai- 
tress, Lucy ! [Ande. 

Mn. M. There, perhaps you may know the writ- 
ing* [Gives km the Letter^ 

Caj^, Ahs. I think I have seen the hand befor^^ 
yes, I certainly must have seen this hand before.— 

Mrs. M. VsLVy but read it. Captain. 

Capt. Abs. [Reads.] My souFs mM, my adartd Xf* 
f^l — Viery tender^ indeed ! 
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• Mrs. M. Tender! ay, and profane too, o' my 
Conscience ! 

Capt. Ahs. I am excessively alarmed at the intelli" 
gence you send me, the more so as my new rival 

Mrs. M, That's you, sir. 

Capt. Abs. Has universally the character of being an 
accomplished gentleman y and a man of honour. — Well, 
that's handsome enough. 

Mrs. M. Oh, the fellow has some design in writing 
so. 

Capt. Ahs. That he had. 111 answer for him, 
ma'am* 

Mrs. M. But go on, sir — youll see presently. 

• Capt. Abs. As for the old weather-ieaten she-dror 
gon, who guards you — Who can he mean by that ? 

' Mrs. M. Me, sir — me — he means me there — ^what 
do you think now ? — but go on a little further. 

CapL, Abs. Impudent scoundrel ! — it shall go hard 
but I will elude her vigilance; as I am told that the 
jsame ridiculous vanity^ which makes her dress up her 
coarse features f and deck her dull chat with hard words 
which she don't understand 

Mrs. M. There, sir, an attack upon' ray language! 
-what- do you think of that? — an aspersion upon my 
parts of speech [ was ever such a brute ! Sure, if I 
reprehend any thing in this world, it is the use of my 
oracular tongue, and a- nice derangefment of epi- 
•taphs. 

Capt. Abs. He deserves to be hanged and quarter- 
ed ! let me see — same ridiculous vanity 

Mrs. M, You need not read it again, sir! 

Capt. Abs. I beg pardon, ma'am — does also lay her 
open to the grossest deceptions fromflattery and pretended 
admiration — an impudent coxcomb ! — -so that I haoe 
a scheme to see you shortly^ with the old Harridan's 
consent y and even to make her a go-between in our in- 
iirnptcttw.— ^Was ever such assurance ! 

J^rs. M. Did you ever hear any thing like it?-^ 
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He'll elude my vigilance, wiU he ?— yes, yes ! — ha ! 
ha ! he's v«ry likely to enter these doors ! — we'll try 
who can plot best ! 

Cffpf, Abs, So we will, liis^'am — so we will. — Ha I 
ha! ha! a conceited puppy! ha! ha! ha!— —>- Well, 
fout Mrs. Malaprop, as the girl seems so infatuated 
by this fellow, suppose you were to wink at her cor« 
responding with him for » little time — let her even 
plot an elopement with him — then do you connive at 
her escape — while I, just in the nick, will have the 
fellow laid by the heels, and fairly contrive to carry, 
her off in his stead. 

Mrs.M. lam delighted with the scheme; never 
was any thing better perpetrated ! 

Capt. Abs. But, pray, could not I see the lady for 
a few minutes now ? — I should like to try her temper 
a little. 

Mrs, M. Why, I don't know — I doubt she is not 
prepared for a visit of this kind. — There is a decorum 
in these matters. 

CapL Abs. O Lord, she won't mind me I — only tell 
her, Beverley- 

Mrs.M. Sir! 

C(qft. AbSn Gently, good tongue ! [Aside, 

Mrs* M. What did you say of Beverley? 

Capt. Abs, Oh, I was going to propose that you 
should tell her, by way of jest, that it was Beverley, 
who was below — she'd come down fast enough then 
— ^ha ! ha ! ha ! 

Mrs, M. T would be a trick she well deserves — be- 
sides, you know the fellow tells her he'll get my con- 
sent to see her — ha! ha! — Let him, if he can, I say 
again. — Lydia, come down here ! \Calling,\ He'll 
make me a go-between in their interviews ! — ha! ha! 
ha! Come down, I say, Lydia! — 1 dcm't wonder at 
your laughing — ha! ha! hti ! his impudence is trul)^ 
ridiculous I ' 
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' Capt. Abi. Tis very ridiculous, upon my sou}^ 
ma'am ! — ba ! ha ! ha ! 

Mn. 3L The little hussy won't hear.— Well, Fll 
go BBd tell her at once who it is — She shall know 
that Captain Absolute is come to wait on her.— - 
And m make her behave as becomes a young wo* 
man. 

CapL Ahs. As you "please, ma'am. 

Mrs, M . For the present, Captain, your servant— 
Ah, you've not done laughing yet, I see — elude my 
vigilance! yes, yes-r-Ha I ha I haJ [Exit* 

CSpt, Ahs. Ha ! ha ! ha ! one would think, now, 
that i might throw off all disguise at once, and seize 
my prize with security — but such is Lydia's caprice, 
that, to undeceive, were probably to lose her. Y\i 
4ee whether she knows me. 

\Walks CLstdCy and seems engaged in, looking at 
the Pictures, 

Enter Ly]>ia* 

Lydia, What a scene am I now to go through 1 
surely nothing can be more dreadful than to be obliged 
to listen to the loathsome addresses of a stranger to 
one's heart. — I have heard of girls persecuted, as I 
am, who have appealed, in behalf of their favoured 
lover, to the generosity of his rival : suppose I were 
to try it — there stands the hated rival — an officer 
too ! — but, Oh, how unlike my Beverley ! — I wonder 
he don't begin — truly, he seems a^very negligent wooer ! 
— quite at his ease, upon my word ! — I'll speak first 
— Mr. Absolute ! 

Capt, Ahs. Ma'am ! \Turns round. 

Lydia. O Heav(*ns I Beverley ! 

Capt. Ahs. Hush ! — hush, my life ! — softly ! be not 
surprised ! 

Lydia. I am so astonished ! and $o terrified ! and 
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so OYeijoyed ! — for Heaven's sake, how came you 
here? 

Capi. Ahs. Briefly — I have deceived your aunt— * 
1 was informed that my new rival was to visit here 
this evening, and, contriving to have him kept away, 
have passed myself on her for Captain Absolute. 

Ly^. Oh, charming! — And she really takes you 
for young Absolute? 

• Vaipt, Ahs. Oh, she's convinced of it. 

Ludia. Ha! ha! ha! I can't forbear laughing, to 
think how her sagacity is over«reached ! 

CapU Ahs. But we trifle with our precious mo- 
ments — such another opportunity may not occur — 
then let me now conjure my kind, my condescending 
angel, to ^x the time when I may rescue her from 
undeserving persecution, and, with a licensed warmth, 
plead for my reward. 

Lydiu, Will you then, Beverley, consent tq forfeit 
that portion of my paltry wealth ? — that burden on 
the wing^i of love ? 

Ci^t.Jbs. Oh, come to me — rich only thus — in 
loveliness ! — Bring no portion to me but thy love — 
'twill be generous in you, Lydia — for well you know, 
it is the only dower your poor Beverley can repay. 

Lydia. How persuasive are his words ! — ^how 
chiming will poverty be with him ! 

Enter M&s. Malaprop, listening, 

Mrt. M. I ahi impatient to know how the little 
hussy deuorts herself. [Ande. 

Capt, 4bs, So pensive, Lydia ! — is then your 
warmth abated ? 

Mrs. M. Warmth abated ? — 30 ! — she has been in 
a passion, I suppose. 

* Lydia. Ko — nor ever can, while I have life. 

. Mrs. M. An illtcmper'd little devil 1— She'll be in 
a passion all her lif^ — will she \ 

9 
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L^dia. Let her choice be Captain Absolute, buL 
Beverley is mine. 

Mrs. M. I am astonished at her assurance !-;-^to hk 
face — this to his face ! 

Ca^t, Abs. Thus, then, let me enforce my suit 

[Kneeling^ 

Mrs. M, Ay — poor young man !-:— down on his 
knees, entreating for pity ! — I can contain no longer.— 
Why, thou vixen ! — I have overheard you- 

Capt. Abs* Oh, confound her vigilance ! [Aside, 

Jlfr«. If. Captain Absolute — 1 know not how to 
apologize for her shocking rudenes. 

Capt.Abs, So — all's safe, I find. [Aside.] I have 
hopes, madam, that tipie will bring the young 
lady 

6lrs. M, O, there's nothing to be hoped for from 
her ! she's as headstrong as an allegory on the banks 
of Nile. . 

Lydia* Nay, madam, vehat do you charge me with 
liow? 

Mrs, M. Why, thou unblushing rebel — didn't 
you t^ll this gentleman to his face, that you loved 
another better f — didn't you say you never would be 
his? 

Lydia, No, madam — I. did not. . 

Mrs. M, Good Heavens, what assurance ! — Lydia, 
Lydia, you ought to know that lying don't become a 
young woman ! — Didn't you boast that Beverley— 
that stroller, Beverley— possessed your heart f—^Tell 
me that, I say. 

Lydia. Tis true, ma'am, and none but Beverley-:- 

Mrs, M. Hold ! — hold, assurance ! — you shall not 
be sA rude. 

Capt. Abs. Nay, pray, Mrs. Malaprop, don't stop, 
the young Jady's speech : — she's very welcome to 
talk thus — it does not hurt me in the least, I assure 

you- . , 
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' Mrs.M. You are too good, Captain — too amiably 
patient ; — -but come with rae, miss — let us see you 
again soon, Captain — remember what we have 
fixed. 
Capt, Abs. I shall, nia'am. 

Mrs. M. Come, take a graceful leave of the gentle- 
man. 

Ly^ia, May every blessing wait on my Beverley, 

my loved Bev «- 

Mrs. M. Hussy ! Fll choak the word in youf 
'throat ! — Come along — come along. 

[Exeunt seoeraUy — ^Captaxn Absolute kiss-^ 
ing his Hand to Ltdia, Mus. Malapro^ 
stopping her from speaking. 



SCEKE iv« 



AcRBs's Lodgings. 



Acres and David discovered — ^Acres as jusi 

dressed. 

Acres. Indeed, David — dress does make a differ 
rence, David. 

DooiJ; Tis all in all, I think — difference! why, 
an' you were to go now to Clod Hall, I am certain 
the old lady wouldn't know you: Master Butler 
wouldn't believe his own eyes, and Mrs. Pickle would 
cry, ** Lard, presarve me V our dairy maid would 
come giggling to the door, and I warrant Dolly Tes- 
ter, your honour's favourite,* would blush like my 
vaistooat — Oons ! TU hold a gallon, there an't a 
dog in the house, but would bark, and I question 
ivhether Phillis would wag ahaif of her tail! 

f2 
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Acres* Ay, David, there's nothing like poUsk- 

ing. 

David* So I says of your honour^s boots ; but the 
boy never heeds me ! 

Acres. But, David, has Mr. De la Grace been 
here ; I must rub up my balancing, and chasing, and 
boring. 

Dtadd* rU call again, sir. 

Acres. Do — ^and see if there are any letters for me 
at the Post Office. 

Daoid, I will.— By the mass, I can't help lookii^ 

at your head ! — if I hadn't been by at the cooking, I 

wish I may die if I should have known the dish again 

myself! [Exii. 

[AcRBS comes forward^ practising a dancing 

Step. 

Acres. Sink, slide— ^oupee^^Honfound the first 
inventors of cotillions, say I ! — they are as bad as al- 
gebra, to us country gentlemen — I can walk a minuet 
easy enough, when I am forced ! — ^and I have been 
accounted a good stick in a country-dance.— Odds 
jiggs and tabors ! — I never valued your cross-over two 
couple — figure in — right and left — ^aiid I'd foot it with 
e'er a captain in the country ! — but these outlandisk 
heathen allemandes and cotillions are quite beyond 
me ! — I shall never pro«>er at them, that's sure — 
mine are true*born English legS'^-they don't under- 
stand their curs'd French lingo! — HkQirpis this, and 
pds that, and pds t'other ! — damme! my feet don't 
like to be called paws 1 

Enter David. 

David, Here is Sir Lucius OTrigger, to wait on 
you, sir. 
Acres* Show him in. [Exit David* 

Enter Sir Lucius OTaiOGER. ♦ 
Sir L, Mr. Acres, I am delighted to embrace you^ 



tSCENE IV.] TBE'RIVilLS. 53 

Acres, My dear Sir Lucius, I kiss your hands. 

Sir L. Pray, my friend, w.hat has brought you so 
suddenly to Bath } 

Acres, 'Faith, I have* followed Cupid's Jack-a-Lan- 
tern, and find myself in a quagmire at last!-— In 
shorty I have been very ill used, Sir Lucius. I don't 
chuse to mention names, but look on me as a very 
ill used gentleman. 

Sir L, Pray, what is the case ? — I ask no names. 

Acres. Mark me. Sir Lucius; I fall as deep as 
need be in love with a young lady — her friends take 
my part — I follow her to Bath — send word of my ar- 
rival; and receive answer, that the lady is to be 
otherwise dispoi^ed of. This^ Sir Lucius, I call being 
ill used. 

Sir L, Very ill, upon my conscience !— ^Pray, can 
you divine the cause of it ? 

. Acres, Why, there's the matter : she has another 
lover, one Beverley, who, 1 am told, is now in Bath, 
— Odds slanders and lies ! he must be at the bottom 
of it. 

Sir L. A rival in the case, is there ? — and you 
think he has supplanted you unfairly ? 

Acres, Unfairly ! to be sure he has. He never 
could have done it fairly. 

Sir L. Then sure you know what is to be done! 

Acres, Not I, upon my soul ! 

Sir L, We wear no swords here, but you under- 
stand me? 

Acres, What ! fight hipn ! 

Sir L. Ay, to be sure : what can I mean else ? 

Acres. But be has given me no provocation. 

Sir L, Now, I think he has given you the greatest 
provocation in the world. Can a man commit a 
more heinous offence against another, than to fall in 
love with the same woman? Oh, by my soul, it is the 
most unpardonable breach of friendship. 
• ^cre». Breach of friendship! Ay, ay; but I have 

f3 
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no acquamtance with this man. I never saw him ia 
my life. , 

Sir L. That's no argument at all — he has the lesa 
right then to take bucH a liberty. 

Acres. 'Gad, that's true — I grow full of anger, Sir 
Lucius ! — I fire apace ! odds hilts and blades; I find 
a man may have a deal of valour in him, and not 
know it ! But couldn't I contrive to have a little righ); 
of my side ? 

Sir L. What the devil signifies right, when your 
honour is concerned ? do you think, Achilles, or my 
little Alexander the Great ever inquired where the 
light lay ? No, by my soul, they drew their broad 
swords, and left the lazy sons of peace to settle the 
justice of it. 

Acres, Your words are a grenadier's march to my 
heart! I believe courage must be catching!— I cer- 
tainly do feel a kind of valour rising as it were— it 
kind of courage, as 1 may say-— odds fliote, pans, and 
triggers ! I'll challenge him directly. 

Sir L. Ah, my little friend ! if I had Blunderba^ 
Hall here — I could show you a range of ancestry, in 
the OTrigger line, that would furnish the New Room; 
every one of whom had killed his man ! — ^For (hough 
the mansion house and dirty acres have slipped 
through my fingers, I thank Heaven our honour and 
the family pictures are as fresh as ever. 

Acres. Oh, Sir Lucius I I have had ancestors too I 
— every man of them colonel or captain in the militia.! 
-—odds balls and barrels ! say no more — I'm braced 
for it. — ^The thunder of your words has soured the 
milk of human kindness in my breast? — Z — dsl as 
the man in the play says, ^* I could do such deeds"-^ 

Sir L. Come, come; there must be no passion at 
all in the case — these thmgs should always be done 
civilly. 

Acres. I must be in a passion. Sir Lucius — I must 
be in a rage — ^Pear Sir LucittS| let me be in a rage, if 



you love roe.-— Come, here's pen and paper. [SUs 
dawn to wnVe.] I would the ink were red ! — Indite, I 
•ay, indite ! — How shall 1 be&in ! Odds bullets and 
blades ! HI write a good bold hand, however. 

Sir L, Pray, compose yourself* 

Acres. Come — now, shall I begin with an oath ^ 
Do^ Sir Lucius, let me begin with a damme ! 

Sir L. Pho! pho! do tbe thing decently, and 
like a christian. Begin now — Sir 

Acrei. That's too civil by half. 

Sir L. To prevent the confusion thai might arise~ 

Acres. Well 



Sir L. From our both addressing the same lady 

Acres. Ay — there's the reason — same km 

Sir L. / shall expect the honour of your company — 
Acres. Z — ds ! I'm not asking him to dinner ! 
Sir If Pray, be easy. 

Atres. Well, then, honour of your compan y ^ ■ 
Sir L. To settle our pretensions-^"^-' 
Well 



Sir L. Let me see — ay, King's Mead-fieldt will 
4sh- m Kin^s Meadfieids. 

Acres. So, that's done.^Well, I'll fold it up pre* 
aeatly ; my own crest — a hand and dagger, shall be 
tbe seal. 

Sir L. You see, now, this little explanation will 
put a stop at once to all confusion or misunderstand^ 
ing that might arise between you. 

Acres. Ay, we fight to prevent any misunderstand- 
ing. 

Sir L. Now, H} leave you to ^x your own time. — 
l^ke my advice, and youll decide it this evening if 
you can ; then, let the worst come of it, 'twill be off 
your mind to-morrow. 

Acres. Very true. 

Sir L. So I shall siee nothing more of you, unless 
it be by letter, till the evening, — I would do myself 
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the honour to carry your message ; but, to tell you a 
secret, I believe I shall have just such another affair 
on my own hands. There is a gay captain here, who 
put a jest on me lately, at Ihe expense of my coun* 
try, and I only waiit to fall in with the gentleman, to 
call him out. 

Acres, By my Valour, I should like to see you ^^t 
first ! Odds life, I should like to see you' kill him, if it 
was only to get a little lesson ! 

Sir L. I shall be very proud of instructing you. — 

Well, for the present but remember now, when 

you meet your antagonist, do every thing in a mild 
and agreeable manner. — Let your courage be as keen, 
but, at the same time, as polished, as your sword. 

\Ex€unt $everalfy^ 



ACT THE FOURTH. 



SCENE I. 



AcREs's Lodgings. 

Acres and David* 

David. Then, by the mass, sir, I would do no such 
thing ! — ne'er a Sir Lucius OTrigger in the king- 
dom should make me fight, when I waVc so minded. 
Oons ! what will the old lady say, when she- hears 
o't! 

Acres, But my honour, David, my honour ! I 
-must be very careful of my honoun 
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David, Ay, by the mass ! and I would be very care- 
ful of it, and I think in return my honour couldn't 
do less than to be very careful of me. 

Acres. Odds blades ! David, no gentleman will ever 
risk the loss of his honour ! 

David. I say, then, it would be b^t civil in honour. 
neyfer to risk the loss of a gentleman. — Lopkye, master, 
.this honour seems to me to be a marvellous false 
friend , ay, truly, a very courtier like servant. — Pu^ 
the case, I was a gentleman (which, thank God, no on^ 
can say of me) ; well — my honour makes me quarrel 
with anotlier gentleman of my acquaintance. — S(^— 
we fight. (Pleasant enough that) Boh ! — I kill him— r 
(the more's my )uck.) Now, pray^ who gets the pro* 
it of it? — why, my honour.— But put &e case that 
te kills me i by the mass 1 I go to the worms, and my 
honour whips over to my enemy. 

Acres. No, David, in that case! — Odds crowns and 
laurels ! your honour follows you to the grave. 

David* Now, that's just the place were I could 
make a shift to do without it. 

Acres. Z*— ds ! David, you are a coward !-^It 
doesn't become my valour to listen to you.-^What, 
shall I disgiace my ancestors \ — ^Think of that, David 
-'—think what it would be to disgrace my ancestors ? . 

David. Under favour, the surest way of not disgrac* 
^g them, is to keep as long as you can out of their 
€on(ipany. Lookye now, master, to go to them in such 
]iaste^--with an ou^ce of lead in your brains — I should 
think it might as well be let alone. Our ancestors 
are very good kind of folks'; but they are the last peo^ 
]>le I should chuse to biive a visiting acquaintance 
with. 

Acres, But, David, now, you don^t think there is 
such very, very, very great danger, hey r — odds life ! 
people often fight without any mischief done ! 

David' Hy the mass, I thii^L Hb ten to one against 
90« l-*-Oo»al here to meet some lion-headed {dlow» 
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I warrant, with his d — ned double barrelled swords, 
find cut-and-thrust pistols ! Lord bless us ! it makes 

me tremble to, think o't those be such desperate 

bloody minded weapons ! well, I never could abide 
them! — from a child I never could fancy them I — ^I 
suppose there an*t been so merciless a beast in the 
world as your loaded pistol ! 

Acres. Z-^s! I won't be afraid — odds fire and 
fury ! you shan't make me afraid.^- — Here is the 
challenge, and I have sent for my dear friend, Jack 
Absolute, to carry it for me. 

David, Ay, i'the name of mischief, let him be the 
messt^nger. — For my part, I wouldn't lend a hand to 
it for the best horse in your stable. By the mass ! it 
don't look like another letter !— «it is, as I may say, a 
designing and maliciaus looking letter !^-and I war- 
rant smells of gunpowder, like a soldier's pouch ! — 
Oons ! I wouldn't swear it mayn't go off ! 

Acres, Out, you poltroon ! — ^you han't the valour 
l>f a grasshopper. '' 

David. Well, I say no more — 'twill be sad- news, 
to be sure, at Clod Hall ! — but I ha' done. — How 
Phillis will howl, when she hears of it ! — ay, poor 
l)itch, she little thinks what shooting %er master^s 
going after! — and I warrant old Crop, who has car- 
Tied your honour, field and road, these ten years, will 
curse the hour he was born! [Whimpering. 

Acres, It won't do, David^— I am determined to 
fight— so get along, you coward, while I'm in the 
inind. 

Daoid, Good b'ye, master. [Whimpering. 

Acres, Get along, you cowardly, dastardly, croak* 
^ng raven. [ExiC Dawid. 

Mnter Captain Absolute. 

Capt. Ahs, What's the matter, Bob ? 
Acres, A vile, sheep-hearted blockhead ! — If I hadn't 
Ijbie valour of St. G^rge, and the dragon to boot-^ 
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Q^. Abs, But what did you want, with.me, Bob? 

Acres, Oh ! — there — [Gives kirn the Challenge. 

Capt. Abs. To Ensign Beverley, So — what's going 
on now ! [Aside.] Well, whai's this ? 

Acres. A challenge ! 

Capt. Abs. Indeed ! — Why, you won't fight him j 
will you, Bob ? 

Acres. 'Egad, but I will, Jack. — Sir Lucius has 
wrought me to it. He has left me full of rage — and 
ril fight this evening, that so much good passion 
mayn't be wasted. 

Capt. Abs. But what have I to do with this ? 

Acres. Why, as I think you know something of this 
fellow, I want you to find him out for me, and give 
bim this mortal defiance. 

Capt. Abs. Well, give it me, and trust me he gets 
it. 

Acres. Thank you, my dear friend, my dear Jack ; 
but it is giving you a great deal of trouble. 

Capt. Abs. Not in the least — 1 beg you won't men- 
tion it. — No trouble in the world, I assure you. 

Acrest You^ are very kind. What it is to have 

a friend ! — you couldn't be my second — could you. 
Jack? 

Capt. Abs. Why no, Bob— r not in this afiair — it 
would not be quite so proper. 

Acres. Well, then 1 must get my friend, Sir Lucius. 
I shall have your good wishes, however, Jack. 

Capt. Abs. Whenever he meets you, believe me. 

Enter Servai't. 

Sero. Sir Anthony Absolute is below, inquiring for 
the Captain. 

Capt. Abs. Ill come instantly. Well, my little 
bero^ success attend you. {Going. 

Acres. Stay, stay. Jack.— If Beverley should ask 
you what kind of a man your friend Acres is, do teli 
kkn I am a devil of a fellow — will you^ Jack ? 
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CapL Abs. To be sure I shall. I'll say you are a 
fletermined dog — hey, Bob? 

Acres. Ay, do, do — and if that frightens him^ 
'egad, perhaps he mayn't come. So tell him I gene- 
rally kill a man a week ; will you, Jack ? 

Capt, Abs, I will, I will ; Yii say you are called^ in 
the country, " Fighting Bob." 

Acres. Right, right — ^'tis all to prevent mischief; 
for I don't want to take his life, if 1 clear my honour. 

Capt. Abs. No ! — that's very kind of you. 

Acres. Why, you don't wish me to kill him, do you, 
Jack ? 

Capt. Abs, No, upon my soul, I do not Buta 
devil of a fellow, hey ? {Gaing^f 

Acres. True, true — But stay — stay, Jack — ^you may 
add, that you never saw me in such a rage before--' 
a most devouring rage ! 

Copf. Abs. I will, I will. 

Acres. Remember, Jack — a determined dog! 

Gapt. Abs. Ay, ay, " Fighting Bob." 

[Exeimi severallg^ 
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Mas. Malaprop'^ Lodgings. 

Mrs. Malaprop and Ltdia. 

Mrs. M. Why, thou perverse one! — tell me what 
you can object to him? — Isn't he a handsome man? 
—tell me that. — A genteel man ? a pretty figure of a 
roan? 

Ljfdia. She little thinks whom she is praising! 
\^Aside.] So is Beverley, ma'am. 

Mrs. Mf No caparisons, miss,, if you please. — 
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Caparisons don't become a young woman* — ^No! Cap- 
lain Absolute is indeed a fine gentleman. 
' Lydia. Ay, the Captain Absolute you have seen. 

{Aside. 

Mn, M. Then he's so well bred; — so full of ala- 
crity, and adulation ! — I protest, when I saw him, I 
thought of what Hamlet says in the play : — *^ Hespe- 
rian curls — the front of Job himself ! — an eye, lik« 
March, to threaten at command! — a station, like 
Harry Mercury, new^ — Something about kissing— on 
ft hill — however, the similitude struck me directly. 

Lydia. How enraged she'll be presently, when she 
discovers her mistake ! \Amd€* 

Enter Skrvavt, 

Sero. Sir Anthony and Captain Absolute are be- 
low, ma'am. 

Mrs. M. Show them up here* [Exit Servant.] 
Now, Lydia, I insist on your behaving as becomes a 
young woman.— Show your good breeding, at least, 
though you have forgot your duty. 

Lydia. Madam, I have told you my resolution !r-I 
shall not only give him no encouragement, but I won't 
•ven speak to, or look at him. 

IFlings herseff'tHto a Chairs with her Face from 
. the Door» 

Enter Sir Akthokt and Captaik Absolute. 

Sir Anth. Here we are, Mrs. Malaprop ; come to 
mitigate the trowns of unrelenting beauty,— and diffi- 
culty enough I had to bring this fellow — I don't know 
what's the matter; but if 1 had not held him by force, 
he'd have given me the slip. 

Mrs. M. You have infinite trouble, Sir Anthony, in 
the affair. — ^I am ashamed for the cause ! Lydia, Ly- 
dia, rise, I beseech you ! — ^pay your respects 1 

[Aside to her. 

Sir Anth. I hope, madam, that Miss Languish has 
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reflected on the worth of this gentleman, and the re- 
gard due to her aunt's choice, and my alliance.— Now, 
Jack, speak to her. [Aside to him, 

Capt. Aks. What the devil shall I do! [Aside.]— 
You see, sir, she won't even look at me, whilst you are 
here. — I knew she wouldn't ! — I told you so — Let me 
entreat you, sir, to leave us together! 

Captain Absolute seems lo expostulate with 
his Father, 

hydia. [Aside,] I wonder I ha'nt heard my aunt 
lexclaim yet ! sure she can't have looked at him ! per- 
liaps their regimentals are alike, and she is something 
blind. 

Sir Anth. I say, sir, I won't stir a foot yet* 

Mrs, M, I am sorry to say, Sir Anthony, that my 
affluence over my niece is very small. — ^Tum round, 
Lydia, I blush for you I [Aside to her. 

Sir Anth. May I not flatter myself, that Miss Lan- 
guish will assign what cause of dislike she can have 
to my son !— why don't you begin. Jack ? — Speak, 
you puppy — speak ! [Aside to him. 

Mrs, M, It is impossible. Sir Anthony, she can 
have any, — She will not say she has. — Answer, hussy ! 
why don't you answer? [Aside to her. 

Sir Anth. Then, madam, I trust that a childish 
and hasty predilection will be no bair to Jack's happi* 
ness. — Z — ds ! sirrah ! why don't you speak ? 

[Aside to him^ 

Lydia. [Aside^ I think my lover seems as little in- 
clined to conversation as myself. — How strangely blind 
my aunt must be! 

Capt,Abs, Hem! hem! Madam — hem! [Absolute 
attempts to speak, then returns to Sir Anthony]— ^ 
'Faith ! sir, I am so confounded ! — and so— so — con- 
fused ! — I told you I should be so, sir, — I knew it. — 
The — the — tremor of my passion entirely takes away 
my presence of mind. 
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Sir AntL But it don't take away your voice, fool, 
iocs it ? — Go up, and speak to ber directly ! 

[Absolute makes ligtu to Mrs. Malafrop^ 
to kceoe them together, 
. Mrs. M. Sir Anthony, shall we leave them toge- 
ther ? — Ah ! you stubborn little vixen 1 [Aside to her. 
Sir Anth, Not yet, ma'am, not yet! — what the 
devil are you atf unlock your jaws, sirrah, or — • 

[Aside to him, 
Capt, Abs. [Throws near Lydia.] Now Heav'n send 
she may be too sullen to look round !^ — I must dis- 
guise my voice, [Aside,— -Speaks in a low hoarse tone, 
— Will not Miss Languish lend an ear to the mild at:- 

cents of true love ? — Will not 

Sir Anth, What the devil ails the fellow? — Why 
don't you speak out ? — not stand croaking like a frog 
in a quinsey ! 

Capt, Abs, The — the — excess of my awe, and nfty — 
my — my modesty, quite choak me ! 

Sir Anth. Ah ! your modesty again ! — I'll tell yoi» 
vbat, Jack; if you don't speak out directly, and glibly 
too, I shall be in such a rage ! — Mrs. Malaprop, I 
vrish the lady would favour us with something more- 
than a side-front. 

[Mrs. Malaprop seems to chide Ltdia. 
Ctq>t. Abs, So ! — all will out, I see! 

IGoes up to Ltdia, speaks softly. 
Be not surprised, my Lydia, suppress all surprise at 
present. 

^Lydia, [Aside."] Heav'ns! 'lis Beverley's voice! — 
Sure he can't have imposed on Sir Anthony too ! 

[Lo^ks round by degrees, then starts up, 
Is this possible ! — my Beverley ! — how can this be i 
—my Beverley? 

[ Capt, Abs, Ah! 'tis all over! [Aside* 

Sir Anth, Beverley ! — the devil — Beverley ! — What 

can the girl mean ? — This is my son, Jack Absolute* 

Mrs, M. For shame, hussy ! for shame 1-^youx 

i^9 
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head runs so on (bat fellow, that' you have him al- 
ways in your eyes! — beg Captain •Absolute's pardoni 
directly. 

Lydia. I see no Captain Absolute, but my loved 
Bevejrley ! 

Sir AfUh Z ds! the girl's mad! — her brain's 

turned, by reading ! 

Mrs. M. O' my conscience, I believe so ! — what do 
yoU mean by Beverley, hussy? — You saw Captain 
Absolute betore co«day ; there he is — your husband, 
that shall be. 

Lydia^ With all my soul, ma'am — when I refuse my 
Beverley 

Sir Anth, Oh ! she's as mad as Bedlam ! — or has 
this fellow been playing us a rogue's trick ! — Come 
here, sirrah, who the devil are you ^ 

Copt. Abs. 'Faith, sir, I am not quite clear myself; 
but I'll endeavour to recollect. 

Sir Anth, Arc you my son or not ? — answer for 
your mother, you dog, if you won't for me. 

Mrs* M. Ay, sir, who are you ? O mercy ! I be« 
fpn to suspect ! — 

Ca9^ Ahs, Ye powers of impudence, befriend me ! 
[Asiie^ Sir Anthony, most assuredly I am your wife% 
son ; and that I sincerely believe myself to be yours 
also, I hope my duty has always shown. — Mrs. Mala* 
prop, 1 am . your most respectful admirer— and shall 
be proud to add affectionate nephew. — I need not tell 
my Lydia, that she sees her faithful Beverley, who, 
knowing the singular generosity of her temper, as- 
sumed that name, and a station, which has proved a 
test of the most disinterested love, which he now hopes 
to enjoy in a more elevated character. 

Lydta. So ! — there will be no elopement after all ! 

[SuUenly. 

Sir Anth. Upon my soul. Jack, thou art a very im* 
pudent fellow ! To do you justice, I think I never saw 
a piece Qf more consummate assurance ! 
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Capt. Ahs. Oh^ou flatter me,sir,— ^you compliment 
— ^'tis my modesty you know, sir— my modesty, that 
lias stood in my way. 

Sir Anth. Well, 1 am glad you are not th^ dull, in- 
sensible varlet you pretended to be, however ! — I'm. 
glad you have made a fool of your father, you dog — 

I am So this was your penitence, your duty, and 

obedience! — I thought it was d — n'd sudden— You 
never heard their names before, not you ! — What, the 
Languishes of Worcestershire, hey? — if you could 
please me in the affair, 'twas all you desired ! — Ah ! 
you dissembling villain! — What ! [Pointing to Lydia.] 
she squints, don't She? — a little red haired girl! — 
Ley ? — Why, you hypoqritical young rascal — I won- 
der you a'n't ashamed to hold up your head ! 
' C€^t, Ahs, 'Tis with difficulty, sir — I am confused 
—very much confused, as you must perceive. 

Mrs. M. O lud 1 Sir Anthony f— a new light 
breaks in upon me! — hey!— how! what! Captain, 
did you write the letters, then ? — What ! — am I to 
thank you for the elegant compilation of " an old 
weather-b«aten she-dragon" — hey ? — O mercy ! — was 
it you that reflected on my parts of speech ? 

C<rpt. Abs, Dear sir ! my modesty will be over- 
powered at last, if you don't assist me. — I shall cer- 
tainly not be able to stand it ! 

Sir Anth. Come, come, Mrs. Malaprop, we must 
forget and for^ve ; — odds life ! matters have taken so 
clever a turn all of a sudden, that I could And in my 
heart, tc^ be so good-humoured! and so gallant! — 
hey I Mrs. Malaprop ! 

Mrs, M, Well, Sir Anthony, since you desire it, 
we will not anticipate the past; — so mind, young 
people — our retrospection will now be all to the future. 

Sir Anth, Come, we must leave Ihem together; 
Mrs. Malaprop, they long to fly into each other's arms, 
I warrant ! — Jack — isn't the cheek as I said, hey ? — 
and the eye, you rogue!— and the lip — hey ? Come, 

e3 
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Mrs. Malaprop, well not disturb their tenderness — 

theirs is the time of life for happiness !- ** Touih*s 

the season made for jo^ — [5t»g*.]f — hey ! — Odds 'lifet 
I'm in such spirits, — I don't know what I could not do! 
— Permit roe, ma'am — \Gvots his Hand to Mrs. Mal- 
APaop; [Sings^] Tol-de-rol — ^'gad I should like t6 
have a little fooling myself— Tol-de-rol 1 de-roll 
[Exit singing^ and handing Mrs. Mai^aprgp. Lt- 
BiA sits sullenljf in the Chair, 

Capt,Ahs. So much thought bodes me no good 
[Asi^e,^ — So grave, Lydia ! 

Lydia* Sir! 

Capt. Abs, So ! egad ! I thought as much ! — that 
damned monosyllable has froze me ! [Aside^ — What, 
Lydia, now that we are as happy in our friends* con- 
sent, as in our mutual vows 

Lydia, Friends' consent, indeed ! [Feevishly. 

Capt. Abs. C^me, come, we njust lay aside some of 
our romance — a little wealth and comfort may be 
endured after all. And for your fortune, the lawyers 
shall make such settlements as 

Lydia. Lawyers ! I hate lawyers ! 

Capt, Abs. Nay, then, we will not wait for their 
lingering forms, but instantly procure the license^ 
and 

Lydia. The license ! — I hate license ! 

Capt. Abs. Oh, my love! be not so unkind! — thu^ 
let me entreat- [Kneeling. 

Lydia. Pshaw ! — what signifies kneeling, when you 
know I must have you I 

Capt. Abs. [Bising!\ Nay, madam, there shall be 
no constraint upon your inclinations, I promise you, 
— If I have lost your heart, — I resign the rest. — ^'Gad> 
I must try what a little spirit will do. [Aside. 

Lydia. [Rising.} Then, sir, let me tell you^ the in- 
terest you had there was acquired by a mean, un- 
manly, imposition, and deserves the punishment of 
fraud.— What, you have beea treating me like a child! 
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— humouring my romance ! and laughing, I suppose, 
at your success ! 

ijapt, Abs, You wrong me, Lydia, you wrong me-«- 
only hea r 

Lydia. So^whiie I fondly imagined we were deceiving 
my relations, and flattered myself that I should outwit 
and incense them all — behold my hopes are to be crush^ 
at once, by my aunt's consent and approbation — And 
I am myself the only dupe at last ! [Walking cdxnU in 
a Heat.'] — But here^ sir, here is the picture — Beverley's 
picture ! [Taking a Miniature frmn her Bosom,] which I 
have worn, night and day, in Spite of threats and entrea- 
ties ! — ^There, sir, [Flings it to him.] and be assured, I 
throw the original from my heart as easily. 

Copt. Abs, Nay, nay, ma'am, we will not differ a» 
to that — here, [Taking out a Picture,] here is Miss 
Lydia Languish, — What a difference ! — ay, there it 
the heavenly assenting smile, that first gave soul and 
spirit to my hopes ! — those are the lips, which sealed a 
vow, as yet scarce dry in Cupid's calendar ! — and 
there the half resentful blush, that would have 
checked the ardour of my thanks. — Well, all that's 
past ; — ^all over indeed !— There, madam — in beauty, 
that copy is not equal to you, but in my mind, its 
merit over the original, in being still the same, is such 
— that — I cannot find in my heart to part with it. 

[Puts it up again. 
Lydia. [Softening^ Tis your own ^ping, sir — I, I, 
I suppose you are perfectly satisfied. 

Capt. Abs. Oh, most certainly — sure now, this is 
much better than being in love! — ha! ha? ha! — 
there's some spirit in this ! — What signifies breaking 
some scores of ^^mn promises ;— all that's of no 
consequence, you know. — To be sure people will say, 
that Miss didn't know her own mind — but nevermind 
that: — or, perhaps, they may be illaatured enough 
to hint, that the gentleman grew tired of the lady, and 
forsook her — but don't let that fret you« 
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Lydia. There'6 no bearing this insolence ! 

{Bursts into tears. 

Enter Mes. Malap&op and Sie Anthoky. 

Mrs.M. [Entering.] Come, we must interrupt your 
billing and cooing a while. 

Lydia, This is worse than your treachery and de- 
ceit, you base ingrate. [Sobbing, 

Sir Anth. What the devil's the matter now ! — 
Z — ds ! Mrs. Malaprop, this is the oddest billing 
and cooing I ever heard ! — but what the deuce is the 
meaning of it ? — I'm quite astonished! 

Capt, Abs. Ask the lady, sir. 

Mrs.M. Oh, mercy! — I'm quite analys'd, for my 
part! — why Lydia, what is the reason of this? 

Lydia. Ask the gentleman, ma'am. 

Sir AtttL Z — ds ! I shall be in a phrenzy ! — 
why. Jack, you are not come out to be any one else, 
are you ? 

Mrs.M. Ay, sir, there's no more trick, is there? 
— ^you are not, like Cerberus, three gentlemen at once 
are you ? 

Capt. Abs, You'll not let me speak — I say the lady 
6an account for this much better than I can. 

Lydia. Ma'am, you once commanded me never to 
think of Beverley again — there is the man — I now 
obey you: — for, from this moment, I renounce him for 
ever- [Exit Lydia. 

Mrs. M. O mercy and miracles ! what a turn here is 
— why sure. Captain, you haven't behaved disrespect- 
fully to my niece ? ^ 

Sir Antk. Ha ! ha ! ha !— ha ! ha ! ha ! — now I 
see it — Ha I ha ! ha ! — now I see it— you have been 
too lively, Jack, 

Capt. Abs. Nay, sir, upon my word 

Sir Anth. Come, no lying, Jack— I'm sure 'twas 
so. 
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Mrs. M. lud < Sir Anlhony !— O fie, Captain. 

Capt. Jbi. Upon my soul, ma am 

Sir Anlh. Come, no excuses, Jack ; — why your 
father, you ' ' ran ; — the blood of 

the Ab«olui nl. — Ha ! ha ! ha I 

poor little ] rightened her, you 

dog, you hi 

Capt. Ak T 

Sir Anlh. «, I tel! you— Mrs. 

Malaprop a __ _ . — You must maki 

his peace, Mrs. Malaprop : — you must tell her, 'tit 
Jack's way — tell her, 'tis all our ways — it runs in the 
blood of our family! — Come, away, Jack, ha! ha! 
ha! Mrs. Malaprop — a young, villain I 

{Puskfi kim out. 
Mrs. M. Ob, Sir Anthony !— O fie. Captain. 

[Exevnt KKtrall^. 



The North Fmade. 



Enter Sia Luctus OTriogek. 

Sir L. I wonder where this Captain Absolute hides 
himself. — Upon roy conscience! — these officers are 
always in one's way, in love affairs :— I remember I 
■night have married Lady Dorothy Carmine, if it had 
not been for a little rogue of a Major, who ran away 
with her before she could get sight of me! — And I 
wonder what it is the ladies can see in them, to bfl 
to fond of them — unless it be a touch of the old ser< 
pent in them, that makes the little creatures be 
caught, like vipen, with a bit of red doth. — Hah, 
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isn't thia the captain coming? — 'iailh it is ! — Tbere il 

a probability of aucceeding about ihal fellow, that 

ismigbty provoking ] who the devil is fae talking to I 

" 'i/gw atide. 



Capl. Jit. To wh beeti plot-- 

ting ! a noble rewar upon my 

soul!— a tittle gipsy sod — n'd 

absurd either, — 'Stie worse hu- 

mour in all my life! throat, or 

any other person's, with the greatest pleasure in the 
world ! - 

Sit L. O, 'faith ! I'm in the luck of it. — I never 
could have found him in a sweeter temper for mypur- 
jfose — to be sure I'mjust come in the nick ! dow to enter 
into conversation with him, and bo quarrel genteety. 
[Sia Lucins goes vp to Absoiutb.]— with r^rd to 
that matter, Captain, I roust beg leave to differ in opi- 
nion with you. 

Ct^t, Aht. Upon my vord, then,yot 
Tery subtle disputant : — because, sir, I h 
then to be giving no oninion at all. 

Sir L. That's no reason.— For, give m< 
you, a man may think an untruth, as w 

C(Ip^ Jbi. Very true, sir; but if a tnar 

liis thoughts, I should tbiak they mi^ 

chance of escaping controversy. 

Sir L. Then, sir, you differ in opinion with roe, ' 

which amounts to the same thing. 

Copt. Abs. Harkye, Sir Lucius, what you can 

drive at, unless you mean to quarrel with me, 1 can- 
Sir 1, I humbly thank you, sir, for the quickneaa 

of your apprebension i [Bowing.] you have named the 

very thing 1 would be at, 
Cepti Jibs, Very well, sir, — I shall certainly not 
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baulk your ioclinations ^butl should be glad you 

would please to explain your motives. 

Sir L, Pray, sir, be easy — the quarrel is a very 
pretty quarrel, as it stands — we should only spoil ft, 
by trying to explain it. — However, your memory fs 
very short — or you could not have forgot an affront 
you passed on me within this week. — So, no more, 
but name your time an# ^lace. 

Capt. Abs, Well, sir, since you are so bent on it, 
the sooner the better;— ^le't it be this evening — here by 
the Spring Gardens. — ^We shall scarcely be inter- 
rupted. • 

Sir L, Taith ! that same interruption, in affairs of 
tbis nature, shows very great ill breeding.— ^— I don't 
know what's the reason, but in England, if a thing of 
this kind gets wind, people make such a pother, that ^ 
a gentleman can never fight in peace and quietness. — 
However, if it's the same to you. Captain, I should 
take it as a particular kindness, if you'd let us meet in 
Kin^s Mead-fields, as a little business will call me 
there about six o'clock, and I may dispatch both 
matters at once. 

Capt. Abs. Tis the same to me, exactly, — A littli^ . 
aft^r six, then, we will discuss thi^ matter mord 
seriously. 

Sir L, If you please, sir; there will be very pretty 
small-sword light, though it won't do for ^a long 
shot. — So that matter's settled ! and my mind's at 
ease. ^ ^ [Exit^ 

Enter Faulkland, meeting Captain Absolute* 

Capt, Abs, Well met. — I was going to look for you. 
— Ob, Faulkland ! all the demons of spite and dis« 
appointment have conspired against me! Fra so vexed, 
that if I had not the prospect of a resource, in being 
knocked o'the head by and by, I should scarce have 
spirits to tell you the cause. 
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^ Favlk. What can you mean ? Has Lydia changed 

her mind ? — I should have thought her duty and 
inclination would now have pointed to the same 
■ object. 

Cofpt, Abs. Ay/ just as the eyes do of a person who 
squints: — when her love eye was fixed on me — 
't'6ther — ^her eye of duty, was finely obliqued: — 
but when duty bid her point that the same way — 
off t'other turned on a swivel, and secured its retreat 
with a frown! 

Faulk, But what's the resource you ^ 

Capt. Ahs, Oh, to wind up the whok, a goodnatured 
Irishman here, has [Mimicking Sir Lucius.] begged 
leave to have the pleasure of cutting my throat — and 
I mean to indulge him — that's all. 

Faulk, 'Prythee, be serious. 

Capt, Abs. Tis fact, upon my soul. — Sir Lucius 
OTrigger — ^you know him by sight — for some afiront, 
which I arn sure I never intended, has obliged me to 
meet him this evening, at six o'clock, — ^tis on that 
account I wished to see you— yoii must go with 
me. 

Faulk. Nay, there must be some mistake, sure. 
— Sir Lucius shall explain himself — and I dare say 
matters may be accommodated : — but this evening, did 
you say ? — I wish it had been any other time. 
• Capt, Abs, Why ? there will be light enough : — 
there will (as Sir Lucius says) " be very pretty small- 
sword light, though it will not do for a long shot"-^ 
Coufound his long shots ! 

,, Faulk. But I am myself a good deal ruffled, by a 
'difference I have had with Julia — my vile, tormenting' 
temper, has made me treat her so cruelly, that I shaU 
Viot be myself till we are reconciled. 
" Capf. Abs. By Heavens, Faulk land, you don't d«H 
ierve her I 
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Enter Servant : gives Faulkland a Letter, 

FaulL O Jack ! this is from Julia ; I dread to 
open it ; I fear it may be to take a last leave — per- 
haps to bid me return her letters, and restore — Oh, 
how I suffer for my folly ! 

Capt. Abs. Here — lej^ me see — \Takes the Letter^ 
and (ipens it.] Ay, a final sentence, indeed ! 'tis aU 
pver with you, 'faith ! 

Faulk, Nay, Jack, don't keep mf in suspense. 

Capt. Abs. Hear, then. 

As I am convinced, that my dear Faulkland*s own re- 
actions have already upbraided him for his last unkind" 
ness to me, I will not add a word on the subject. — Z 
wish to speak with you, as soon as possible. 

Yours ever, and truly, 

Julia. 
There's stubbornness and resentment for you ! [Gives 
him the Letter.] Why, man, you don't seem one whit 
the happier at this ! 
Faulk. Oh, yes, I am — but — but — 
Capt, Abs. Confound your buts ! You never hear 
any thing, that would make another man bless him- 
self, but you immediately damn it with a but ! 

Faulk. Now, Jack, as you are my friend, own, ho- 
nestly — don't you think, there is something forward, 
something indelicate, in this haste to forgive ? Wo-* 
men should never sue for reconciliation ; that should 
always come from us: They should retain their cold- 
ness till wooed to kindness, and their pardon, like 
their love, should " Not unsought, be won.'^ 

Capt. Abs, I have not patience to listen to you— 
thou'rt incorrigible ! so say no more on the subject* 
I must go to settle a few matters — let me see you be- 
fore six, remember, at my lodgings. A poor, indus- 
trious devil, like me, who have toiled, and drudged, 
and plotted, to gain my ends, and am, at last, disap- 

H 
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pointed by other people's folly, may, in pity, be allow- 
ed to swear and grumble a little ! but a captious 
sceptic, in love ; a slave to fretful ness and wbim, who 
has no difficulties but of bis own creating, is a sub- 
ject more fit for ridicule, than compassion ! [Exit, 
Faulk, I feel his reproaches : yet, I would not 
change this too exquisite nicety, for the gross content 
with which he tiamples on the thorns of love. His 
engaging me in this duel, has started an idea in my 
head, which I will instantly pursue : I'll use it as the 
touchstone of Julia's sincerity and disinterestedness ; 
if her love prove pure, and sterling ore, my name will 
rest on it with honour! and, once Tve stamped it 
there, Til lay aside my doubts for ever ! [ExU^ 



ACT THE fifth; 



8GEKE I. 

Julia's Dressing Room* 

Julia, 

Julia, How this message has alarmed me ! what 
dreadful accident can he mean ? why such charge to 
be alone ? O Faulkland ! how many unhappy mo* 
ments, how many tears^ have you cost me ! 

Enter Faulkland. 
What means this i why this caution, Faulkland f 
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Faulk. Alas, Julia ! I am come to take a long fare- 
well ! 

Julia. Heav'ns ! what do you mean ? 

Faulk, You see before you a wretch, whose life is 
forfeited : Nay, start not ; the infirmity of my temper 
has drawn all this misery on me : I left you, fret- 
ful and passionate, — an untoward accident drew me 
into a quarrel ; the event is, that I roust fly this king* 
doro, instantly ! — Oh, Julia, had I been so fortunate as 
to have called you -mine entirely, before this mis- 
chance had fallen on me, I should not so deeply dread 
jny banishment! 

JuUa, My soul is oppressed with sorrow, at the na* 
ture of your misfortune: had these adverse circum- 
stances arisen from a less fatal cause, I should have felt 
strong comfort in the thought, that I could now chase 
from your bosom every doubt of the warm sincerity of 
my love. My heart has long known no other guardian ; 
I now entrust my person to your honour — we will fly 
together : When safe from pursuit, my father's wilt may 
be fulfilled, and I receive a legal claim to be the part- 
ner of your sorrows, and tenderest comforter. Then, 
on the bosom of your wedded Julia, you may lull 
your keen regret to slumbering ; while virtuous love, 
with a cherub's hand, shall smooth the brow of up- 
braiding thought, and pluck the thorn from com- 
punction. ^ 

Faulk, O Julia! I am bankrupt in gratitude! — 
Would you not wish some hours to weigh the advan- 
tages you forego, and what little compensation poor 
Faulkland can make you, beside his solitary love ? ^ 
Julia. I ask not a moment. — No, Faulkland, I 
have loved you for yourself: and if I -now, more 
^than ever, prize the solemn engagement, which so 
long has pledged us to each other, it is because it 
.leaves no room for hard aspersions on my- fame, and 
puts the seal of duty to an act of love.-r-But let us 
not linger— Perhaps this delay——— 

H 2 
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Faulk. Twill be better I should not venture out 
again till dark : Vet am I grieved to think, what 
numberless distresses will press heavy on your gentle 
disposition ! 

Julia, Perhaps your fortune may be forfeited by 
this unhappy act i I know not whether 'tis so, but, 
sure, that aJone, can never make us unhappy. — ^The 
little I have, will be sufficient to support us, and exile 
never should be splendid. 

Faulk, Ay, but in such an abject state of life, my 
ivounded pride, perhaps, may increase the natural 
fretfulness of ihy temper, till I become a rude, morose, 
companion, beyond your patience to endure. 

JuHa. if your thoughts should assume so unhappy 
a bent, you will the more want some mild and affec- 
tionate spirit, to watch over, and console you : One, 
who by bearing your infirmities with gentleness and 
resignation, may teach you, so to bear the evils of 
your fortune. 

Faulk. Julia, I have proved you to the quick ! and, 
vfith this useless device, I throw away all my doubts. 
How shall I plead to be forgiven this last, unworthy 
effect of my restless, unsatisfied disposition? 

Julia, Has no such disaster happened, as you re- 
lated ? 

Faulk, I am ashamed to own, that it was all pre* 
tended ; yet, in pity, Julia, do not kill me with re- 
senting a fault, which never can be repeated : But 
sealing, this once, my pardon, let me to-morrow, in 
the face of Heaven, receive my future guide and mo- 
ni tress, and expiate my past folly, by years of tender 
adoration. 

Julia, Hold, Faulkland ! — that you are free from a 
crime, which I before feared to name. Heaven knows, 
how sincerely I rejoice ! These are tears of thankful- 
ness for that ! But, th^t your cruel doubts should 
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have urged yon to an imposition that has wrung my 
heart, gives me now a pang, more keen than 1 can 
express ! 

Faulk, By Heav'ns ! Julia 

Julia. Yet hear me — My father loved you, Faulk- 
land ! and you preserved the life, that tender parent 
gave me ! in his presence, I pledged my hand — joy- 
fully pledged it, where, before, I had given my heart. 
When, soon after, I lost that parent, it seemed to me, 
that Providence had, in Faulkland, shown me whither 
to transfer, without a pause, my grateful duty, as well 
as my affection : Hence, I have been content to 
bear from you, what pride and delicacy would have 
forbid me, from another. I will not upbraid you, by 
repeating, how you have trifled with my sincerity.-;— 

Faulk. I confess it all ! yet, hear 

JuUa. After such a year of trial, 1 might have flat- 
tered myself, that I should not have been insulted 
with a new probation of my sincerity, as cruel, as un- 
necessary ! I now see, that it is not in your nature, to 
be content, or confident, in love. With this conviction, 
I never will be yours. While I had hopes, that my 
persevering attention, and unreproaching kindness, 
might, in time, reform your temper, I should have 
been happy to have gained a dearer influence over 
you ; but I will not furnish you with a licensed power 
to keep alive an incorrigible fault, at the expense of 
one, who never would contend with you. 

Faulk. Nay, but, Julia, by my soul and honour ! — 
If, after this 

Julia. But one word more. — As my faith has once 
been given to you, I never will barter it with another. 
I shall pray for your happiness with the truest sin- 
cerity ; and the dearest blessing I can ask of Heaven 
to send you, will be, to charm you from that unhap- 
py temper, which, alone, has prevented the perform- 
ance of our soleom engagement. All I request of 
you, is, that you will yourself reflect upon this infir- 
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mity ; and when you nnmber up tbe many true delights 
it has deprived you of, lex it not be your least regret, 
that it lost you the love of one, who would have fol- 
lowed you in beggary through the world ! [Exit. 
Faulk. She's gone! — for ever! — There was an aw- 
ful resolution in her manner, that rivetted me to my 
place. O fool ! — doJt ! — barbarian I Cursed as I am, 
with more imperfections than my fellow wretchfs, 
•kind fortune sent a Heaven-gified cherub to my aid, 
and, like a ruffian, I have driven her from my side I — 
I must now haste to my appointment. — Well, my 
mind is tuned for such a scene ! — I shall wish only to 
become a principal in it, and reverse the tale, my 
cursed folly put me upon forging here* O Love ! — tor- 
menter ! — fiend ! whose influence, like the moon's, 
acting on men of dull souls, makes idiots of them, but 
meeting subtler spirits, betrays their course, and urges 
sensibility to madness ! [Exit. 

Enter Maid and Lydia. 

Maid. My mistress, ma'am, I know, was here, just 
now — perhaps she is only in the next room. [Exit. 
■ Lydia. Heigho ! — Though he has used me so, 
this fellow runs strangely in my head. I believe, one 
lecture from my grave cousin, will make me recall 
him. 

Enter Julia. 

Oh, Julia, I am come to you with such an appetite for 
consolation ! Lud, child ! what's the matter with 
you ? You have been crying ! — I'll be hanged if that 
Faulkland has not been tormenting you ! 

Julia. You mistake the cause of my uneasiness : — 
Something has flurried me a little. — Nothing that you 
can guess at. 

Lydia. Ah ! whatever vexations you may have, I 
can assure you mine surpass them. — You know who 
Beverley proves to be ? 
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Julia, I will now own to you, Lydia^ that Mr. 
Faulkland bad before informed me of the whole a^ 
fair. 

Lydia. So, then, I. see I have been deceived by 
every one ! but I don't care, Til never have him. 

Julia, Nay, Lydia 

Lydia, Why, is it not provoking, wh^&^I Ichoijght 
^'e were coming to the prettiest distn^ imaginable, 
to find myself made a mere Smithfield^bargain of at 
last ? — There had I projected oive of the most senti- 
mental elopements ! — so becoming a disguise ! — so 
amiable a ladder of ropes ! — Conscious moon — four 
Jborses — Scotch parson — with such surprise to Mrs. 
Malaprop ! and such paragraphs in the newi^apers! 
— Oh, I shall die with disappointment ! 

Julia* I don't wonder at it. 

Lydia* Now — sad reverse ! — what have I to ex- 
pect, but, after a deal of flimsy preparation, with a 
bishop's license, and my aunt's blessing, to go simper* 
ing up to the altar ; or, perhaps, be cried three times 
in a country church, and have an unmannerly, fat 
clerk, ask the consent of every butcher in the pa* 
rish, to join John Absolute, and Lydia Languish, 
spinster ! Oh, that I should live, to hear myself called 
spinster ! 

Jtdia, Melancholy, indeed ! 

j4/dia. How mortifying, to remember the dear, de* 
licious shifts, I used to be put to, to gain half a mi- 
nute's conversation with this fellow ! — How often have 
I stole forth, in the coldest night in January, an4 
found him in the garden, stuck, like a dripping sta- 
tue ! — ^There would be kneel to me in the snow, and 
sneeze and cough, so pathetically ! he shivering with 
cold, and I with apprehension ! and while the freez- 
ing blast numbed our joints, how warmly would he 
press me, to pity his flame, and glow with mutual 
ardour ! — Ah, Julia, that was something like being in 
love ! 
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Julia. If r were in spirits, Lydia, I should chide 
^you only by laughing heartily at you; but it suits 
more the situation of my mind, at present, earnestly 
to entreat you, not to let a man, who lo^'os you with 
sincerity, suffer that unhappiness from your caprice^ 
which I know too well caprice can inflict. 

Lydia. Oh, Lud ! what has brought my aunt here? 

Enter Mrs. Malaprof and David. 

• 

Mrs, M. So ! so ! here's fine work ! — here's fine 
suicide, paracide, and simulation, going on in the 
fields ! and Sir Anthony not to be found, to prevent 
the antistxophe ! 

Julia. For Heaven's sake, madam, what's the mean* 
ing of this ? 

Lydia. Oh, patience ! — Do, ma'am, for Heaven's 
sake ! tell us what is the matter ? 

Mrs. M. Why, murder's the matter ! slaughter's 
the matter! killing's the matter! — But he can tell 
you the perpendiculars. 

Julia. Do speak, friend, \To Davih. 

David. Lookye, my lady by the mass, there's 

mischief going on. Folks don't use to meet for 
amusement, with fire arms, firelocks, fire engines, fire 
screens, fire ofHce, and the devil knows what other 
crackers beside ! — This, my lady, I say, has an angry 
favour. — ^To be sure. Captain Absolute 

Julia. But who is there beside Captain Absolute, 
friend ? 

David. My poor master — under fiivour for men- 
tioning him first. You know me, my lady-^1 am 
David — ^and my master, of course, is, or was, 'Squire 
Acres. — Then comes 'Squire Faulkland. 

Julia. Do, ma'am, let us instantly endeavour to 
prevent mischief. 

Mrs. M. Oh, fie ! it would be very inelegant in us ; 
we should only participate things. 
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David. Ab, do, Mrs. Aunt, save a few lives ! — 
they are desperately given, believe roe, — Above aU, 
there is thai bloodthirsty Philistine, Sir Lucius 
OTrigger. 

Mrs. M. Sir Lucius OTrigger! — O mercy ! have they 
drawn poor little dear Sir Lucius into the scrape ? — 
Why, how you stand, girl ! you have no more feel- 
ing than one of the Derbyshire putrefactions! 

Lydia. Wtjjl are we to do, madam ? 

Mrs. M.^tUsy, fly with the utmost felicity, to be 
Bure, to prevent mischief! — here, friend — you can 
show us the place? 

David. Oh, never fear; we shall find it out by the 
report of the pistols. [Exeunt^ he talking. 
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King^s Mead-Jields, 

Sir Lucius and Acres, mth Pistols. 

Acres. Ey my valour, then, Sir Lucius, forty yards 
is a good distance — Odds levels and aims! — I say, it 
is a good distance. 

Sir L. Is it, for muskets, or small field-pieces ? 
upon my conscience, Mr. Acres, you must leave these 
things to me. — Stay, now— I'll show you. {pleasures 
PacesHthng the Stage.] There, now, that is a very 
pretty distance — a pretty gentleman's distance. 

Acres. Z — ds ! we might as well fight in a sentry* 
box ! I tell you, Sir Lucius, the farther he is off, the 
cooler I shall take my aim. 

Sir L. 'Faith, then, I suppose you would aim at 
him best of all, if he was out of sight ! 
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Acres, Ko, Sir Lucius — but I should think forty, 
or eight and thirty yards 

Sir L, Pho! phol nonsense! three or four feet 
between the mouths of your pistols is as good as a 
mile. 

Acres. Odds bullets, no ! — by my valour, there is 
no merit in killing him so near ! Do, my dear Sir 
Lucius, let me bring him down at a long shot : — a 
long shot. Sir Lucius, if you love me t 

Sir L. Well — the gentleman's frie^Mi «^^ ^ must 
settle that. — But tell me now, Mr. Acres, in case of 
an accident, is there any little will or commission I 
could execute for you ? 

Acres, I am much obliged to. you, Sir Lucius—- 
but I don't understand 

Sir L, Why, you may think there's no being shot 
at without a little risk — and, if an unlucky bullet 
should carry a quietus with it — I say, it will be no 
time then to be bothering you about family matters. 

Acres, A quietus! 

Sir L, For instance, now — if that should be the 
case — would you chuse to be pickled, and sent honvt! •' 
— or would it be the same to you to lie here in the 
Abbey ? — I'm told there is very stfug lying in the Ab- 
bey. 

Acres. Pickled 1 — Snug lying in the Abbey ! — 
Odds tremors! Sir Lucius, don't talk so ! 

Sir L. I suppose, Mr. Acres, you never were en- 
gaged in an affair of this kind before ? 

Acres. No, Sir Lucius, never before. 

Sir L, Ah, that's a pity ! — there's nothing like be- 
ing used to a thing. — Pray, now, how would you re- 
ceive the gentleman's shot ? 

Acres, Odds files! I've practised that — there, Sir 
Lucius, there — [Puts himself in an Attitude,'] — a side- 
front, hey ? — Odd, I'll make myself small enough — 
I'll stand edgeways. 



Sir J out — for if yon stand so 

when I [Lecelling at him. 

Acn ! are you sure it is not 

cocked \ 

Sir L. Never fear. 

Acres. But — but — you don't know — it may go off 
ofil^ own head! 

Sir L. Pho ! be easy — Well, now, if I bit you in 
tbe body, my bullet bas a double cbance — for if it 
misses a vital part of your right side, 'iwill be very 
hard if it don't succeed on the left 1 

Acre». A vital part 1 

Sir i. But, there — fix yourself so — 
[Piacij^g hiik.'] lei me see the broadside of your full 
front— there — now a ball or two may pass clean 
through your body, and never do you any barm at all. 

Acra. Clean through me! — a ball or two clean 
through me ! 

Sir L. Ay, may they — and it is much (be gen- 
teelest attitude into tbe bargain. 

Acres'. Lookyel Sir Lucius — I'd just as lieve be 

>t in an awkward posture as a genteel one — so, by 
my valour \ I will stnnd edge waj'S. 

Sir L. [Looking at kis IfofcA.] Sure tbey don't 
mean to disappoint us — hah! no,'failb—l think I see 
them coming. 

Acre*. Hey ! — what ! — coming ! ■■ 

Sir L. Ay, who are those yonder, getting over the 
Mile? 

Acres. There are two of them, indeed I well — let 

Sir L. Run ! 

Aera. No, I say — we won't run, by my valour ! 
Sir L. What the devil's the matter wiih you i 
Acres. Nothing, noihing, my dear friend — my dear 
Sir Lucius — but I — I — I don't feel i^uite lo bold, 
■ somehow, as I did. 
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Sir L. O fie ! consid 

Acrts. Ay, true — my e, edge 

in a word, oi two every my ho- 

8ir L. Well, here they're coming, [Looking. 

Acrts. Sir Lucius, iffwan't wiih you, I should 
BiraosC think I was afraid— if my valour should leave 
nie ! valour will come and go. 

Sir h. Then pray keep it fast, while you have it. 

Acre*. Sir Lucius — I doubt it is going — yes, my 
valour is certainly going! it is sneaking off! — I feel 
it oozing out as it were, at the palms of my hands ! 

Sir L. Your honour — your honour. Here ihey 
are. 

Acret. Oh, mercy ! — now, that I was safe at Clod 
Hail ! or could be shot before I was aware ! 

Enter Faulkland and Captain Absolute. 

Sir L. Genilemca, your most obedient — hah ! — ■ 

what, Captain Absolute !-^So, I suppose, sir^you are 

come here, just like myself^to do a kind office, first 

for your friend— ihen to proceed lo business on your 

— my dear 

fri 

hand. 

your salut- 
in verley, [To 

F, s, the Cap- 

te ^ . 

~' Faulk. My weapons, sir t 

Acres. Odds life! Sir Lucius, I'm not going to 
fight Mr. FaulklanJ ; these are my particular friends ! 
Sir L. What, sir, did not you come here to fight 
Mr. Acres P 

Faulk. Not I, upon my word, sirt 
. Sir L. Well, now, that's mighty provoking ! But I 
hope, Mr. Faulkland, as there are three of us come 
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on purpose for the game — you won't be so cantancke- 
rous as to spoil the party, by sitting out. 

Capt, Abs. Oh pray, Faulkland, fight, to oblige Sir 
Lucius. 

Faulk, Nay, if Mr. Acres is so bent on the matter. 

Acres. No, no, Mr. Faulkland — I'll bear my dis- 
appointment like a christian-r-Lookye, Sir Lucius, 
there's no occasion at all for me to fight; and if it is 
the same to you , I'd as lieve let it alone« 

Sir L. Observe me, Mr. Acres — I must not be tri- 
fled with. You have certainly challenged somebody, 
and you came here to tight him. Now, if that gentle- 
man is willing to represent him — I can't see, for my 
soul, why it isn't just the same thing. 

Acres, Why, no, Sir Lucius, I tell you, 'tis one 
Beverley I've challenged — a fellow, you see, that dare 
not show his face? If he were here, I'd make him give 
up his pretensions directly ! 

Capt. Abs, Hold, Bob — let me set you right — there 
is no such man as Beverley in the case. The person, 
who assumed that name, is before you ; and as his 
pretensions are the same in both characters, he is ready 
to support them in whatever way you please. 

Sir L, Well, this is lucky. Now you have an op- 
portunity 

Acres, What, quarrel with my dear friend. Jack 
Absolute! — not if he were fifty Beverleys ! Z — ds \ Sir 
Lucius, you would not have me be so unnatural ! 

Sir L, Upon my conscience, Mr. Acres, your va^ 
lour has oozed away with a vengeance ! 

Acres, Not in the least ! odds backs and abettors ; 
I'll be your second with all my heart — and if you 
should get a quietus, you may command me entirely. 
I'll get you a snug lying in the Abbey here; or pickle 
you, and send you over to Blunderbuss- hall, or any 
thing of the kind, with the greatest pleasure. 

Sir L, Pho i pho ! you are little better than a 
coward. 
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Acrts^ Mind, gentlemen, he calls me a coward ; 
coward was the word, by my valour ! 

Sir L. Well, sir ? 

Acres, Lookye,'Sir Lucius, 'tisn't that I mind the 
word coward — Coward may be said in joke — ^But 
if you had called me a poltroon, odds daggers and 
balls 

Sir L. Well, sir ? 

Acres* — I should have thought you a very ill-bred 
man. 

Sir L. Pho ! you are beneath my notice. 

CapL Abs. Nay, Sir Lucius, you can't have a better 
second than my friend, Acres. — He is a most deter- 
mined dog — called in the country, fighting Bob. — He 
generally kills a man a week ; don't you Bob ? 

Acres, Ay — at home ! — 

Sir L. Well, then. Captain, 'tis we must begin — so 
come out, my little counsellor, [Draws his SwordJ] — 
and ask the gentleman, whether he will resign the 
lady, without forcing you to proceed against him ? 

Capt, Abs, Come then, sir [Draws,] since you 
won't let it be an amicable suit, here's my reply. 

Enter Sir Anthony, David, and the Women. 

David, Knock 'em all down, sweet Sir Anthony; 
knock down my master in particular — and bind his 
hands over to their good behaviour ! 

Sir Anth, Put up. Jack, put up, or I shall be in 
a phrenzy — how came you in a duel, sir ? 

Capt, Abs, 'Faith, sir, that gentleman can tel^you 
better than I ; 'twas he called on me, and you know, 
sir, I serve his Majesty. 

Sir Anth, Here's a pretty fellow ! I catch him 
going to cut a man's throat, and he tells me, he 
serves his Majesty ! — Z — ds ! sirrah, then how 
durst you draw the King's sword against one of his 
subjects ? 
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CapU Abs, Sir, I tell you, that gentleman called 
me out, without explaining his reasons. 

Sir Anth. Gad, sir! how came you to call my son 
out, without explaining your reasons ? 

Sir L, Your son, sir, insulted me in a manner 
which my honour could not brook. 

Sir Anth, Z — ds, Jack ! how durst you insult the 
gentleman in a manner which his honour could not 
brook } 

Mrs, M. Come, come, let's have no honour before 
ladies — Captain Absolute, come here — How could 
you intimidate us so ? — Here's Lydia has been ter- 
rified to death for you. 

Capt. Abs. For fear I should be killed, or escape^ 
ma'am ? 

Mrs. M. Nay, no delusions to the past — Lydia is 
convinced ; speak, child- 

Sir L. With your leave, ma'am, I must put in a 
word here — I believe I could interpret the young 
lady's silence — Now mark — 

Lydia, What is it you mean, sir ? 

Sir L. Come, come, Delia, we must be serious 
now — this is no time for trifling, 

Lydia. 'Tis true, sir; and your reproof bids me 
ofifer this gentleman my hand^ and solicit the return 
of his affections. 

Capt Abs, Oh, my little angel, say you so f — Sir 
Lucius, I perceive there must be some mistake here 
— ^with regard to the affront, which you affirm I have 
given you, I can only say, that it could not have 
been intentional. And as you must be convinced, 
that I should not ffar to support a real injury — you 
shall now see that I am not ashamed to atone for an 
inadvertency — I ask your pardon. — But for this lady, 
while honoured with her approbation, I will support 
my claim against any man whatever. 

Sir 4nth, Well said^ Jack, and 111 stand by you» 
my boy. 
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Acret. Mind, I give up all my claim — T make no 
pretensions to any thing in the world — and if I can't 
get a wife, without fighting for her, by my valour ! 
V\\ live a bachelor. 

Sir L, Captain, give me your hand — an affiront 
handsomely acknowledged becomes an obligation — 
and as for the ludy — if she chuses to deny her own 
hand-writing here — \Take8 out Letters. 

Mrs, M. Oh, he will dissolve my mystery ! — Sir 
Lucius, perhaps, there's some mistake — perhaps I can 
illuminate 

Sir L. Pray, old gentlewoman, don't interfere 
where you have no business.-— Miss Languish, are 
you my Delia, or not ? 

Lydia, Indeed, Sir Lucius, I am not. 

[Lydia and Absolute walk aside. 

Mrs. M, Sir Lucius O'Trigger — ungrateful as you 
•re — I own the soft impeachment — pardon my 
blushes, I am Delia. 

Sir L, You Delia — pho ! pho ! be easy. 

Mrs, M. Why, thou barbarous Vandyke — those 
letters are mine — When you are more sensible of my 
benignity — perhaps I may be brought to encourage 
your addresses.' 

< Sir L. Mrs. Malaprop, I am extremely sensible of 
your condescension ; and whether you or Lucy have 
put this trick upon me, I am equally beholden to 
you. — And, to show you f am no^ ungrateful. Cap- 
tain Absolute, since you have tak^n that lady from 
me, ril give you my Delia into the bargain. 

Capt, Abs. I am much obliged to you. Sir Lucius ; 
but here's my friend, fighting Bob, unprovided for. 

Sir L. Hah !* little valour — here, will you make 
.your fortune ? 

Acres, Odds wrinkles! No. — But give me your 
hand, Sir Lucius, forget and forgive; but if ever I 
(give you a chance of pickling me again, say Bob 
Acres is a dunce, that's all. 
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Sir Anth. Come, Mrs. Malaprbp, don*t be cast 
down — you are in your bloom yet. 

Mrs. M, O Sir Anthony ! — men are all barba-i 
rians — [AH retire but Julia and Faulkl^nh. 

Julia, He seems dejected and unhappy — not sullen 
— ^there was some foundation, however, for the tale he 
told me->-0 woman ! how true should be your judg« 
ment, when your resolution is so weak ! 

Faulk. Julia 1 — how can 1 sue for what I so little 
deserve f I dare not presume — yet Hojpe is the child 
of penitence. 

Julia. Oh ! Faulkland, you have not been more 
feulty in your unkind treatment of me, than I am 
now in wanting inclination to resent it. As my heart 
honestly bids me place my weakness to the account of 
love, I should be ungenerous not to admit the same 
plea for yours. 

Faulk. Now I shall be blest indeed ! 

[Sir Anthony comes forward. 

Sir Anth. What's going on here? — So you have 
been quarrelling too, I warrant.^*— — Come, Julia* I 
never interfered before; but let me have a hand in 
the matter at last. — All the faults I have ever seen in 
my friend, Faulkland, seemed to proceed from what 
be calls the delicacy and warmth of his affection for 
you — There, marry him directly, Julia, you'll find 
he'll mend surprisingly ! [The rest come forward. 

Sir L. Come now, I hope there is no dissatisfied 
person, but what is content ; for as I have been dis- 
appointed myself, it will be very hard if I have not 
the satisfaction of seeing other people succeed bet- 
ter 

Acres. You are right. Sir Lucius. — So, Jack, I 
wish you joy — Mr. Faulkland, the same. — Ladies, — 
come now, to show you I'm neither vexed nor angry, 
odds tabors -and pipes ! I'll order the fiddles in half 
an hour, to the New Rooms — and I insist on your all 
meeting me there. 
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Sir Anth Gad ! sir, I like your spirit ; and at 
night we single lads will drink a health to the young 
couples, and a husband to Mrs. Malaprop. 

Faulk. Our partners are stolen from us. Jack — I 
hope, to be congratulated by each other — yours for 
having checked in time the errors of an ill directed 
imagination, which might have betrayed an innocent 
heart; and mine, for having, by her gentleness and 
candour, reformed the unhappy temper of one, who 
by it made wretched whom he loved most, and tor* 
tured the heart he ought to have adored. 

Capt* Ahs. Well, Jack, we have both tasted the bit- 
ters, as well as the sweets, of love — with this differ- 
ence only, that 3^ou always prepared the bitter cup 
for yourself, while I 

Lydia. Was always obliged to me for it, hey ! Mr. 
Modesty 1 — But come, no more of that-— our hap- 
piness is now as unalloyed as general. 

JuUa. Then let us study to preserve it so : and 
while hope pictures to us a flattering scene of happi- 
ness, let us deny its pencil those colours, which are 
too bright to be lasting.*— When hearts diffusing happi- 
ness would unite their fortunes, virtue would crown 
them with an unfading garland of modest, hurtless 
flowers; but ill judging passion will force the gau* 
dier rose into the wreath, whose thorn offends moat, 
when its leaves are dropt ! 
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REMARKS. 



This drama has a charm for the public beyond it* 
own intrinsic worth — it was written by Richard Brin* 
sley Sheridan. If that name has no power over the 
reader's imagination, so as to give to every sentence 
a degree of interest, let him throw aside the book, and 
forbear to seek after literary pleasures, for he has not 
the taste to enjoy them. 

Although " The DuerniaV* highest claim to notice, 
depends, now, upon the reputation of its author, 
yet the author was first indebted to " The Du- 
enna" for the honour of ranking among poets, and of 
receiving from the fashionable world all those animat- 
ing caresses, so dear to a poet's heart. 

This opera was brought upon the stage in 1775, 
and during that, and many following years, delighted 
the dramatic world ; still the author did not receive 
undivided praise for its success : — Musicians had their 
share, and certain singers of the most forcible attraction. 

Divested of jelU adventitious aid, the value of the 
opera consists in the beautiful poetry of many of the 
songs ; for though it is a production of much ingenu- 
ity and skill, it does not give a presa^^e, either in wit 

« 2 
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or incident, of such a work, from the same hand^ at 
** The School for Sci^ndal/' The comparing of Isaac's 
neuter faith to the blank leaf between two scripture 
doctrinesi is^ indeed, the happy conception of a very 
extraordinary imagination ; but as this brilliant sen- 
tence stands in the dialogue unrivalled, without com- 
panion, or comparison wUh any other in the play, it 
has more the appearance of some other writer's wit, 
than that of the ostensible author ; though subset 
quent wit from the same pen allows him most probable 
claims to it. 

Of less doubtful origin is the best incident in the 
opera, or rather, the foundation and fable of the 
opera itself, which is borrowed from Wycherley's 
*» Country Wife." — Not purloined, and the mark taken 
out, to prevent detection ; but fairly borrowed, and 
Used almost to the very letter. 

Neither is the sjcene of Friar Paul and his brethren 
of Mr. Sheridau's invention ; but is either taken fron^ 
Marmontel, or some other French author. 

Margaret, the Duenna, has some resemblance to 
Bickerstaff's Ursula — but little Isaac, the Jew, seemt 
to be a character wholly original ; and notwithstand- 
ing, there is great humour in him, there is, at the same 
time, infinite instruction. He is an excellent exam^ 
pie for men, vain either of their persons, or their intel* 
lects. He has all the folly of both elderly and youth? 
ful coxcombs ; and is happily punished by a destiny 
which, in general, falls to their share. 

It is painful to record errors ; but as the author 
was a young man, and somewhat inexperienced, at the 
fiipe of writing this drama; these pirpupi^tances majf 
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be his excuse for having here ylandered a noble science^ 
ivhich he has since pursued with unremitting industry; 
and which, no doubt, has long given him reason to 
recant that unguarded declaration, in page 44, which 
alleges that ^' conscience has nothing to do with poli- 
tics." 
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THE DUENNA, 



ACT THE FIRST. 

SCENE Ir 

A Street ^ 

Enter Lopez, with a dark Lanthorn, 

Lopez. Past three o'clock ! soh ! a notable hour for 
one of my regular disposition, to be strolling like a bravo 
through the streets ef Seville 1 well, of all services, to 
serve a young lover is the hardest — not that I am aa 
enemy to love; but my love, and my master's, differ 
strangely — Don Ferdinand is much too gallant to eat, 
drink, or sleep— >-now, my love gives me an appetite — 
then I am fond of dreaming of my mistress, and I love 
dearly to toast her — ^This cannot be done without 
good sleep, and good liquor ; hence my partiality to 
a feather-bed, and a bottle — what a pity now, that I 
have not fi;y*ther time for reflections ! but my master 
expects thee, honest Lopez, to secure his retreat from 
Donna Clara's window, as I guess — [Munc tvithout.'] 
bey I sure, I heard music ! so, so ! who have we here? 
Oh, Don Antonio, my mastei's friend, come from the 
masqueradeytosexenademyyoungmistress, Donna Lou- 
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isa, I suppose: sohl we shall have the old gentleman 
up presently — lest he should miss his son, I had best 
lose no time in getting ta my post. [Exit* 

Enter Antonio, tuith Masks and Music. 



SONG. — ANTONIO. 

Tell 0te, my lutCy can thy seft strain 

So gently speak thy master's pain f 
So softly sing, so humbly sigh. 

That, though my sleeping love shall knotff 

Who sings — who sighs below. 
Her rosy slumbers shall notjly? 

"Thus, may some vision whisper more 

Than ever I dare speak before. 

1 Mask, Antonio, your mistress will never wake, 
while you sing so dolefully ; love, like a cradled in- 
fant, is lulled by a sad melody. 

jlnt, I do not wish to disturb her rest. 

1 Mask. The reason is, because you know she does 
not regard you enough to appear, if you awaked her. 

Ant. Nay, then. Til convince you. [Sings. 

The breath of mom bids hence the nighty 
Unveil those beauteous eyes, my fair ; 
For till the dawn of love is there, 

I feel no day, I oztm no light, 

LOUISA — replies from a Window. 

Waking, I heard thy numbers chide, 
Waking, the dawn did bless my sight, 

*Tis Phcebus sure, that woos, I cr^d. 
Who speaks in song who moves in light. 
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DON J £ ROME — From a Window* 

What vagabonds are thucy I hear 
Fiddling. Auting^ rhmmngy ranting^ 
Piping, scraping, whining, canting, 

Fly, scurvy minstrels, Jiy ! 

TRIO. 

I»uisa. Nay, pr^ythee, father, why so rough f 

Ant. An humble lover I, 

Jerome. Haw durst you, daughter, lend an ear 

I'o such deceitful st^f 
Quick, from the xpindow,^y i 
I^uisa. Adieu, Antonio ! 
Ant. Must you go f 

Louisa* ) U^e som^ perhaps, may meet again ; 
Ant, 3 For though hard fortune is our foe. 

The god of looe mUjiglUfor us. 
Jerome. Keach me the hlumferlmss. 
Ant. & L. The god of hue, who knows our pain, 
/lerpme. Hence, or these slugs are through your brain^ 

[Exeunt severally 

SC£K£ ly. 



A Piazzap 



Eater F^&BiNA^D and Lopez. 

Li^pez. Truly, sir, I think that a little sleep, onct 
in a week or so 

Ferd. Peace, fool ! don't mention sleep to me. 

Lopez. Noy noy sir, I don't mention your low-bred, 
Vulgari sound sleep but I can't help thinking that a 
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gentle slumber, or half an hour's doicing, if it were 
only for ihe novelty of the thing — 

Ferd. Peace, booby, I say ! — Oh Clara, dear, cruel 
disturber of my rest ! 

Lopez, And of mine too. 

Ferd, 'Sdeath ! to trifle with me at such a junc- 
ture as this — now to stand on punctilios love me ! 

I don't believe she ever did. 

Lopez* Nor I either. 

Ferd, Or is it, that her sex never know their desires 
for an hour together? 

Lopez. Ah, they know them oftener than they'll own 
them. 

Ferd, Is there, in the world, so inconstant a crea- 
ture as Clara ? 

Lopez, I could name one. 

Ferd, Yes ; the tame fool, who submits to her cv 
price. 

Lopez, I thought'he couldn't miss it. 

Ferd, Is she not capricious, teasing, tyrannical, ob- 
stinate, perverse, absurd i ay, a wilderness of faults 
and follies ; her looks are scorn, and her very smiles 
— 'sdeath ! I wish I hadn't mentioned her smiles ; for 
she does smile such beaming loveliness, such fascinat- 
ing brightness — Oh, death and madness ! I shall die if 
I lose her. 

Lopez. Oh, those tiamned smiles have undone all ! 

AIR. — FERDINAND. 

Could I her faults remember^ 

Forgetting every charm^ 
Soon would impartial reason 

The tyrant hoe disarm, , 
But when enragd I number 

Each failing of her mind^ 
Love still suggests each beauty y 

And sees — whiU reason** bUnd. 
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Ijopez. Here comes Don Antonio, sir. 

Ferd. Well, go you home — 1 shall be there present- 

Lopez, Ah, those cursed smiles ! [Exit* 

JEw^CT* Antonio. 

Ferd. Antonio, Lopez tells me he left you chaunt- 
ing before our door — was my father waked ? 

j^nt. Yes, yes; he has a singular affection for mu- 
sic, so I left him roaring at his barred window, like 
the print of Bajazet in the cage. And what brings 
you out so early ? 

Ferd, I believe I told you, that, to-morrow was the 
day hxed by Don Pedro, and Clara's unnatural step* 
mother, for her to enter a convent, in order that her 
brat might possess her fortune; made desperate by this, 
I procured a key to the door, and bribed Clara's maid 
to leave it unbolted; at two this morning, I entered, 
unperceived, and stole to her chamber — I found her 
waking, and weeping. 

Ant. Happy Ferdinand! 

Ferd. 'Sdeath ! hear the conclusion — I was rated 
as the most confident ruffian, for daring to approach 
lier room at that hour of night. 

Ant. Ay, ay, this was at first ? 

Ferd. No such thing ; she would not hear a word 
from me, but threatened to raise her mother, if I did 
not instantly leave her. 

Jnt. Well, but at last ? — 

Ferd. At last ! why, 1 was forced to leave the 
house, as I came in.' 

Ant. And did you do nothing to offend her? 

Ferd. Nothing, as I hope to be saved — I believe, I 
might snatch a dozen or two of kisses. 

Ant. Was that all i well, I think, I never heard of 
such assurance ! 

Ferd. Zounds! I tett you, I behaved with the ut* 
most respect. 
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Ant, O Loril ! I don't mean you, but in her — but, 
harkye, Ferdinand, did you leave your key with 
them? 

Ferd. Yes ; the maid, who saw me out, took it from 
the door. 

Ant. Then, my life for it, her mistress elopes after 
you. 

Ferd. Ay, to bless my rival, perhaps — I am in a 
humour to suspect every body— -you loved her once, 
and thought her an angel, as I do now. 

Ant, Yes, I loved her, till I found she wouldn't love 
me, and then, I discovered that she hadn't a good fea* 
turein herface. 

« 

AIR. 

I ne*er could any haire see 

In eyes tkat VHndd not look on me; 

I neer saw nectar on a lip^ 

But where my awn did hope to sip* 

Has the nund^ who seeks my heart 

Cheeks ofrose^ untoueh'd by art f 

I xvill own the colour true, 

Whtn yielding hlushes aid their hue. 

Is her hand so soft and pure f 
, I must press it^ to he sure ; 
Nor can I be certain then^ 
Till ity gratefulypress again ; 
Mast ly with attentive eye. 
Watch her heaving bosom sigh f ^ 
I will do so J when I see 
Thai heaving bosom sigh for me. 

Besides, Ferdinand, you have full security in my love 
for your sister; help me there, and I can never 
d^turb you with Clara. 
£erd. As far as I can, consistently with the honour 

3 
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of our family, you know I will ; but there must be n^ 
eloping. 

Ant. And yet, now, you would carry off Clara ? 

Ferd. Ay, tbat's a different case — we never mean 
tbat others should act to our sisters and wives, as we 
do to others^ — But, to-morrow, Clara is to beibrced 
into a convent. 

Ant. Well, and am not I so unfortunately circum- 
stanced i To-morrow, your father forces Louisa to 
marry Isaac, the Portugue^ — but come with me, and 
we^l devise something, I warrant. 

Ferd. I must go home. 

Ant. Well, adieu ! 

Ferd. But, Antonio, if you did not love my sister, 
you have too much honour and friendship, to sup- 
plant me with Clara ? 

AIR. — ANTONIO. 

Friettdikq> ii the bond rf reason; 

But if beauty duapprofoe^ 
Heaoen dissolves all other treason. 

In ihe heart that's tru^ to hoe. ^ 

The faith which to my friend I swore. 

As a dvil oath I view ; 
But^ to the charms which I adore, 

*Tis religion tobe true. [Exit. 

« 

Ferd. There is always a levity in Antonio's manner 
€if replying to me on this subject, that is very alarming 
— ^'Sdeath ! if Clara should love him after all ! 

lExit. 
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ilCENE lit* 



A Room in Don Jerome's House. 



Enter Louisa and Duenna. 

Louisa, But, my dear Margaret, my charming Du- 
enna^ do you think we shall succeed ^ 

Ditenna. I tell you again, 1 have no doubt on'tj 
but it must be instantly put to the trial — Every thing 
is prepared in your room» and for the rest, we must 
trust to fortune. 

Louisa. My father's oath was, never to see me till I 
had consented to- 

Duenna. Twas thus I overheard him say to his 
friend, Don Guzman, " I will demand of her to-mor- 
row, once for all, whether she will consent to marry 
Isaac Mendoza ; If she hesitates, I will m^keasolemn 
oath never to see or speak to her, till she returns to 
her duty." — These were his words. 

Louisa. And on his known obstinate adherence to 
what he has once said, you have formed this plan for 
my escape— *But have you secured my maid in our 

interest? 

/ Duenna. She is a party in the whole ; but remem- 
ber, if we succeed, you resign all right and title in lit- 
tle Isaac, the jew, over to me. 

Louisa. That I do, with all my soul ; get him, if 
you can, and I shall wish you joy, most heartily. He 
is twenty times as rich as my poor Antonio. 



SC£N£ III.] THE DU£KKA. 15 

AIR. 

Thou canst not boasi of fortunes storey 
■ My iffve^ while me they wealthy call. 
But I was glad tojind thee poor^ 
For J with my heart, I'd give thee all. 
And i ken the grateful youth shall own^ 
I lov'd him for himself' alone. 

But when his worth my- lumd shall gain j 
No word or look of mine shall shoxp 
That I the smallest thought retain 
Of what my bounty did bestow. 

Yet still his grateful heart shall oxtm^ 
I lov'd him fur himself alone. 

- Duenna. I hear Don Jerome coming — Quick, give 
me the last letter I brought you from Antonio — ^yoa 
know that is t6 be the ground of my dismission — I 
must slip out to seal it up, as undelivered. [Exit* 

Enter Don Jkrome and Ferdinand. 

Jerome. What, I suppose, you have been serenading 
too ! £h, disturbing some peaceable neighbourhood 
with villanous catgut, and lascivious piping ! Out ou't! 
you set your sister, here, a vile example ; but I come 
to tell you, madam, that I'll suffer no more of these 
midnight incantations — these amorous orgies, that 
steal the senses in the hearing; as they say, Egyptian 
embalmers serve mummies, extracting the brain 
through the ears ; however, there's an end of your 
frolics — Isaac Mendoza will be here presently, and 
to-morrow, you shall marry him. 

Louisa, Never, while I have life. 

Ferd, Indeed, sir, I wonder how you can think of 
such a man for a son-in-law. 

Jerome. Sir^ you are very kind, to favour me with 

c 2 
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your sentiments — and pray, what is your objection to 
him ? 

Ferd, He is a Portuguese in the first place. 

Jerome* No such thing, boy, he has forsworn hif 
country. 

Lovka. He is a jew. 

Jerome. Another mistake ; he haa been a christian 
these six weeks. 

Ferd, Ay, he left his old religion for an estate, and 
has not had time to get a new one, 

Louisa, But stands like a dead wall between church 
and synagogue, or like the blank leaves between the 
Old and New Testament. 

Jerome. Any thing more } 

Ferd, But the m6st remarkable part of his charac** 
ter, is his passion for deceit, and tricks of cunning. 

Louisa, Though at the same* time, the fool predo* 
minates so much over the knave, that I am told he is 
generally the dupe of his own art. 

Ferd, True, like an unskilful gunner, he usually 
misses his aim, and is hurt by the recoil of his own 
piece. 

Jerome, Any thing more? 

Louisa. To sum up all, he has the worst fault a 
husband can have — he's not my choice. 

Jerome, But you are his ; and choice on one side it 
sufficient — two lovers should never meet in marriage 
—be you sour as you please, he is sweet tempered , 
and for your good fruit, there's nothing like ingraft* 
ing on a crab. 

Louisa, 1 detest him as a lover, and shall ten times 
more as a husband. 

Jerome, I don't know that — marriage generally 
makes a great change — but to cut the matter shorty 
will you have him or not ? 

Louisa, There is nothing else I could disobeyyou in, 
Jerome, Po you value your father's peace ? 
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Ltmsa. So much, that I will not fasten on him the 
regret of making an only daughter wretched. 

Jerome. Very well, ma'am, then mark me — never 
more will I see or converse with you till you return 
to your duty — no reply — this and your chamber shall 
.be your apartments, I never will stir out, without 
leaving you under lock and key, and when I'm at 
home no creature can approach you but through my 
library — we'll try who can be most obstinate — out of 
my sight— There remain till you know your duty, 

[Pushes her out. 
Ferd. Surely, sir, my sister's inclinations should be 
consulted in a matter of this kind, and some regard 
paid to Don Antonio, being my particular friend. 
- Jerome. That, doubtless, is a very great recom- 
inendation — I certainly have not paid sufficient re- 
spect to it. 

Ferd. There is not a man living 1 wou'd sooner 
chuse for a brother-in-law. 

Jerome. Very possible ; and if you happen to have 
e'er a sister, who is not at the same time a daughter 
of mine, I'm sure I shall have no objection to the 
relationship--but at present, if you please, we'll drop 
the subj^t/ 

Ferd. Nay, sir, 'tis only my regard for my sister 
makes me speak. 

Jerome. Tnen, pray, sir, in future, let your regard 
for your father make you hold your tongue. 

Ferd* I have done, sir-r-l shall only add a wish 
that you would reflect what at our age you would 
ha?e felt, had you been crossed in your affection for 
the mother of her you. are so severe to. 

Jerome. Why, I must confess I had a great affection 
for your, mother's ducats, but that was all, jboy — I 
married her for ber fortun.e, and she took me in obe- 
dience to her father, and a very happy couple we were 
— we never expected any love from one another, and 
80 ive were never disappointed-^— Jf we grumbled a 

c 3 
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little liow and then, it was soon over, for we were 
never fond enough to quarrel, and when the good 
woman died, why, why — I had as lieve she had lived, 
and I wish every widower in Seville could say the 
same — I shall now go and get the key of this dressing 
room — So, good son, if you have any lecture in supr 
port of disobedience to give your sister, it must be 
brief; so make the best of your time, d'ye hear. 

[Eni. 
Ferd. I fear indeed, my friend Antonio, has little 
io hope for — however Louisa has firmness, and my 
father's anger will probably only increase her affec- 
tion — In our intercourse with the world, it is natural 
for us to dislike those who are innocently the cause 
of our distress ; but in the heart's attachment, a wo- 
man never likes a man with ardour till she has suffered 
for his sake; [Noise.] sob! what bustle is here ! be-r 
tween my father and the Duenna too — I'll e'en get 
out of the way. lExii» 

Enter Don Jerome with a Lettery putting in the 

DUEKXik. 

Jerome. I'm astonished ! I'm thunder struck ! here's 
treachery and conspiracy with a vengeance! you, 
Antonio's creature, and chief manager of this plot for 
my daughter's eloping ! you, that I placed here as a 
icarecrow I 

Dutnna. What? 

Jerome. A scarecrow — ^To prove a decoy duck — 
what have you to say for yourself? 

Duenna, Well, sir, since you have forced that let- 
ter from me, and discovered my real sentiments, I 
scorn to renounce them— I am Antonio's friend, and 
it was roy intention that your daughter shoald have 
served you as all such old tyrannical sots shou'd be 
served — I delight in the tender passions, and would 
befriend all under their influence. 

Jerome. The tender passions I yes, they wotild bf- 
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come those irapenelrable features! — why, thou deceit- 
ful hag! I placed thee as a guard to the rich blossoms of 
my daughter's beauty — 1 thought that dragon's front 
of thine would cry aloof to the sons of gallantry — steel 
traps and spring guns seemed writ in every wrinkle of 
it — but you shall quit my house this instant — the ten- 
der passions, indeed! go, thou wanton sybil, thou 
amorous woman of Endor, go ! 

Ducruta* You base, scurrilous, old — but I wont de* 
mean myself by naming what you are — yes, savage, 
ril leave your den ; but I suppose you don't mean to 
detain my apparel — I may have my things, I presume? 

Jerome, I took you, mistress, with your wardrobe 
on — what have you pilfered, heh ? 

Duenna, Sir, I must take leave of my mistress, she 
has valuables of mine, besides, my cardinal and veil 
are in her room. 

Jerome, Your veil forsooth! what, do you dread 
being gazed at? or are you afraid of your complexion } 
^vell, go take your leave, and get your veil and cardir 
nal ! soh ! you quit the house within these live mi- 
nutes — In — in — quick [Exit Duenna.] Here was a 
precious plot of mischief! — these are the comforts 
tiaughters bring us ! 

AIR. 

If a daughter you have, she's the plague of your life,' 
No peace shall you know, tho' you've buried your wifep 
At twenty she mocks at the duty you taught her. 
O, what a plague is an obstinate daughter. 

Sighing and whining, 

Dying and pining, 
O, what a plague is an obstinate daughter ! 
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When scarce in (heir teenSf they have wit to perplex uSp 
With letters and lovers for ever they vex ns^ 
While each still rejects the fair suitor you*ve brought her, 
Ohy what a plague is an obstinate daughter / 

Wrangling andjangling^ 

Flouting and pouting. 
Oh, what a plague is an obstinate daughter! 

Enter Louisa, dressed as the Duenna, with Cardu 
not and Veil, seeming to cry. 

Jerome, This way, mistress, this way — what, I war- 
rant, a tender parting; soh ! tears of turpentine down 
those deal cheeks — Ay, you may well hide your 
bead — yes, whine till your heart breaks, but ril not 
Hear one word of excuse — so you are right to be 
dumb, this way — this way, [Exeunt^ 

Enter Duemva. 

Duenna, So speed you well, sagacious Don Jerome! 
Oh, rare effects of passion and obstinacy — now shall 
I try whether I can't play the fine lady as well as my 
mistress, and if I succeed, I may be a fine lady for 
Ihe rest of my life — I'll lose no time to equip myself 

[ Exit* 



SCENE IV. 



The Court before Don Jerome's House. 



Enter Don Jerome and Louisa. 

Jerome, Come, mistress, there is your way — The 
world lies before you, so troop, thou antiquated Eve, 
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thou original sin — hold, yonder is some fellow skulk- 
ing, perbaps it is Antonio — go to him, d'ye hear, and 
tell him to make you amends, and as he has got you 
turned away, tell him I say it is but just he should 
take you himself, go, [Exit Louisa.] Soh ! 1 am rid 
of her, thank Heaven ! and now I shall be able to 
keep my oath, and confine my daughter with better 
$ecurity, [£^V. 



SCENE V. 



The Piazza. 



Enter Clara and her Maid. 

Maid. But where, madam, is it you intend to go ? 

Clara. Any where to £ivoid the selfish violence of 
my mother-in-law, and Ferdinand's insolent importu^ 
nity. 

Maid. Indeed, ma'am, since we have profited by 
Don Ferdinand's key^ in making our escape, I think 
we^ad best find him, if it were only to thank him. 

Clara. No — he has ofiended me exceedingly. 

{Retire* 

Enter Louisa* 

Louisa, So I have succeeded in being turned out of 
doors — but how shall I find Antonio ? 1 dare not inquire 
for him, for fear of being discovered ; I would send to 
my friend Clara, but that I doubt her prudery would 
condemn me. 

Maid. Then suppose, ma^am, you were to try if 
youT friend ponna Louisa would hot r^(:eive you. 
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Clara. No, her notions of filial duty are so severe, 
she would certainly betray me. 

Louisa. Clara is of a cold temper, and would think 
this step of mine highly forward. 

Clara. Louisafs resp^t for her father is so great, 
she would not credit the unkindness of mine. 

[Louisa turnSj and sees Claka end Maid. 
. Louisa. Ha ! who are those ? sure one is Clara — if 
it be, rU trust her — Clara! [Ad^oanceSm 

Clara. Louisa ! and in masquerade too ! 

Louisa. You will be more surprised when 1 tell 
you, that I have run away from my .%ther. 

Clara, Surprised indeed ! and I should certainly 
chide you most horridly, only that I have just run 
away from mine. 

Louisa. My dear Clara ! [Embrace. 

Clara. Dear sister truant! and whither are you 
going? 

Louisa. To find the man I love, to be sure — And, I 
presume, you would have no aversion to meet with 
my brother? 

Clara. Indeed I should — he has behaved so ill to 
me, I don't believe I shall ever forgive him. 

AIR — CLARA. 

. When sahU nighty each drooping plant restoring^ 
Wept o'er thejUowers her breath did cheer^ 
As some sad xoidow o'er her babe deploring. 

Wakes its beauty with a tear ; 
When all did sleep^ whose weary hearts did borrow 

One hour from love and care to rest, 
ho! as I pressed my couch, in silent sorroWf 
My lover caught me to his breast ; 
He vowd he came to save me 
From those who would enslave me ! 
Then kneeling. 
Kisses stealing. 
Endless faith he swore. 
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But soon I chid him thence^ 
For had his fond pretence^ 
Obtain'd one favour then^ 
And he had press' d againy 
If card my treacherous heart might grant him more. 

Louisa, Well, for all this, I would have sent him 
to plead his pardon, but that I would not yet a while 
have him know of my flight. And where do you 
hope to find protection ? 

Clara. The Lady Abbess of the convent of St.Ca- 
tberine is a relation and kind friend of mine — I shall be 
secure with her, and you had best go thither with me. 

Louisa.^ No ; I am determined to find Antonio first; 
and, as I live, here comes the very man I will em- 
ploy to seek him for me. 

Clara. Who is he ? he's a strange figure! 

Louisa, Yes ; that sweet creature is the man whom- 
my father has fixed on for my husband. 

Clara. And will you speak to him? are you mad h 

Louisa. He is the fittest man in the world for my 
purpose — for, though I was to have married him to- 
morrow, he is the only man in Seville, who, I am: 
sure, never saw nie in his life. 

Clara. And how do you know him ? 

Louisa, He arrived but yesterday, and he was 
ihown to me from the window, as he visited my father. 

Clara, Well, I'll begone. 

Louisa. Hold, my dear Clara — a thought has struck 
me — will you give me leave to borrow your name, as 
I see occasion? 

Clara, It will but disgrace you — but use it as you 
please — I dare not stay— [Gowg.] — but, Louisa, if 
you should/See your brother, be sure you don't in- 
form him, that I have taken refuge with the Dama 
Prior of the convent of Su Catherine, on the left hand 
side of the piazza, which leads to the church of St. 
AnthoBy.. 
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Louisa* Ha! ha! ha! Ill be very particular in my 
directions where he may not find you. [Exeunt Clara 
and Maid.] So! my swain, yonder, has done ad* 
miring himself, and draws nearer. [Retires* 

Enter Isaac tmd Carlos ; Isaac with a Pocket 

Glass, 

Isaac [Lookittg in the Glass.] I tell you^ friend 
Carlos, I will please myself in the habit of my chin. 

Carlos. But, my dear friend, how can you think to 
please a lady with such a face i 

Isaac, Why, what's the matter with the face? I 
think it is a very engaging face ; and, I am sure, a 
lady must have very little taste, who could dislike my 
beard. [Sees Louisa.] See now 1 — I'll die if here n 
not a little damsel struck with it already. 

Louisa. Signior, are you disposed to oblige a lady, 
who greatly wants your assistance. [Unvmls, 

Isaac. Egad, a very pretty black-eyed girl ! she has 
certainly taken a fancy to me, Carlos — ^first, ma'am, 
I must beg the favour of your name. 

Louisa. So ! it's well 1 am provided. [Aside.] My 
name^ sir, is Donna Clara DfAlmanza. 

Isaac. What! — Don Guzman's daughter? Tfaithi 
I just now heard she was missing. 

Louisa. But sure, sir, you havtf too much gal- 
lantry and honojir to betray me, whose fault is love ? 

Isaac. So! a passion for me! poor girl! why, 
ma'am, as for betraying you, I don't see how I could 
get any thing by it ; so you may rely on my honour ; 
but as for your love, I am sorry your case is so desc 
perate. 

Louisa. Why so, signior ? 

Isaac. Because I am positively engaged to another 
— an't I, Carlos ? 
" Louisa. Nay, but hear me. 

Isaac. No, no ; what should I hear for? It is im-« 
possible for me to court you in an honourable way ; 
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and, for any thing else, if I were to comply now, I 
suppose you have some ungrateful brother, or cousin, 
who would want to cut my throat for my civility — 
to, truly, you had best go home again. 

Xotfisii. Odious wretch ! [Aside*} Btit,goods]gnior, 
it is Antonio D'ErciHa, on whose account 1 have 
eloped. 

Isaac. How ! what ! it is not with me, then, that 
you are in love ? 

Louisa. No^ indeed, it is not. 

Isaac. Then you are a forward, impertinent, sim- 
pleton ! and I shall certainly acquaint your father. 

Louisa. Is this your gallantry ? 

Isaac. Yet hold — Antonio D'Ercilla, did you say ? 
•gad, I may make something of this — ^Antonio D'Er- 
cilla ? 

Louisa. Yes ; and, if ever you hope to prosper in 
love, you will bring me to him. 

Imooc. By St. lago and I will too — Carlos, this 
Antonio is one who rivals me (as I have heard) with 
Louisa — now, if I could hamper him with this girl, I 
•faould have the field to myself; hey, Carlos! A 
lucky thought, isn't it? 

Carlos. Yes, very good — very good — 

Isaac.. Ah \ this little brain is never at a loss — 
cunnings Isaac ! cunning rogue ! Donna Clara, will 
you trust yourself a while to my friend's direction ? 

Louisa, May I rely on you, good signior? 

Carlos* Lady, it is impossible I should deceive 
jou. 

AIR. 

Had I heart for falsehood from* dj 

I ne*er could injure you ; 
For tho* your tongue no promise claimed. 

Your charms woidd make me tfke. 
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To you no soul shall bear dtcHtj 

No stranger qfer wrongs 
But friends in all the ag*d you'll meet; 

And lovers in the young. 

But when they learn that you haoe blesi 

Another mth your hearty 
They'll bid aspiring passions restf 

And act a brothe/s part ; 
TheHj lady, dread not here deceit^ 

Nor fear to suffer wrong ; 
For friends in all the ag'd you'll meet^ 

And lovers in the young* 

Isaac. Ill conduct the lady to my lodgings, Car- 
los ; I must haste to Don Jerome — perhaps you know 
Louisa, ma'am. She is divinely handsome — ^isn't 
the? 

Louisa, You must excuse me for not joining with 
you. 

Isaac, Why, I have heard it on all hands. 

Louisa, Her father is uncommonly partial to her ; 
hut I believe you will find she has rather a matronly 
air. 

Isaac, Carlos, this is all envy— you pretty girls 
never speak well of one another — harkye, find out 
Antonio, and Til saddle him with this scrape, I warr 
rant ! Oh, 'twas the luckiest thought 1 — Donna Clara, 
your very obedient — Carlos, to your post. 

DUETT. 

Isaac. My mistress expects me, and I must go to her^ 
Or how can I hope for a smile? 

Louisa. Soon may you return, a prosperous wooer ^ 
But think what I stsffFer the while : 
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' Alone f and cetmyfrom the man whom T lofct^ 
In strangers I'm fore d to confide, j 
Isaac. Dear lady^ my friend you may trusty and hell 

prov>ey 
Tour servant, protectory and guide 

AIR — CARLOS. 

Gentle maidy ah J why suspect met 
Let me serve thee — then reject me» 
Canst thou trust, and I deceive thee f 
Art. thou sady and shall I grieve thee ? 
Gentle maid, ah ! why suspect me f 
Let me serve thee — then reject me^ 



TRIO. 

Louisa* Never may'st thou happy be. 
If in ought thou*rt false to me* 

Isaac. Never may he happy be. 

If in ought he s false to thee* 

Carlos. Never may I happy be. 

If in ought I'm false to th^. 

Louisa. Never mayst thou, SfC. 
Isaac. Never may he, S^c^ 

Carlos. Never may J, S^c, 



[Exeunt. 



X>2 
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ACT THE SECOND. 



SCENE I. 



A library in Don Jerome's House^ 



Enter Don Jerome and Isaac. 

Jerome, Ha ! ha ! ha ! run away from her father ! 
has she given him the slip ! Ha ! ha ! ha ! poor Don 
Guzman ! 

liaac. Ay ; and I am to conduct her to Antonio s 
by which means you see I shall hamper him so that 
he can give me no disturbance with your daughter-^ 
this is trap, isn't it ? a nice stroke of cunning, heh! 

Jerome. Excellent ! Excellent! yes, yes, carry her 
to hihi, hamper him by all means, ha ! ha ! ha ! poor 
pon Guzman! an old fool! imposed on by a girl! 

Isaac. Nay, they have the cunni ng of serpents, that's 
the truth on't. 

Jerome. Psha ! they are cunning only when they 
have fools to deal with — why don't my girl play me 
$uch a trick — let her cunning overreach my caution^ 
I say — heh, little Isaac ! 

Jsaac, True, true; or let me see any of the sex 
make a fool of me — No, no, egad, little Solomon, (as 
my aunt used to call me) understands tricking a littla 
$00 well. 

Jerome. Ay, but such a driveller as Don Guzman* 
fyaac. And such a dupe as Antoiiio. 
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Jerome. True ; sure never were seen such a couple 
of credulous simpletons, but come, 'tis time you should 
see my daughter — you must carry on the siege by 
yourself, friend Isaac. 

Isaac. Sir, you'll introduce — 

Jerome, No— I have sworn a solemn oath not to 
see or speak to her till she renounces her disobedience; 
win her to that, and she gains a father and a husband 
at once. 

Isaac. Gad, I shall never be able to deal with her 
alone; nothing keeps me in such awe as perfect 
beauty — now there is something consoling and en- 
couraging in ugliness. 

SONG. 

Give Isaac the nymph vho no beauty can boast ; 
But health and good humour to make her his toast^ 
If strait y I don*t mind whether slender or fat ^ 
And six feet orfour^we'll ne'er quarrel for that* 

Whatever her complexion^ I vow T don't care^ 
If brawn it is lasting, more pleasing if fair ; 
And tho* in her face I no dimples shou'd see^ 
Let her smile ^ and each dell is a dingle to me. 

Let her locks be the reddest that ever were seen. 
And her eyes may be e'en any colour but green^ 
Be they light, grey or blacky their lustre and hue, 
I swear Ive no choice, only let her have two, 

Tt* true Td dispense with a throne on her back, 
And white teeth J own, are genfeeler than black, 
A little round chin too's a beauty I've heard, . 
But I only desire, that she mayn't have a beard. 



\ 



Jerome. You will change your note, my friend, 
when you've seen Louisa. 
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Isaac. O Don Jerome, the honour oif your alln 
ance — 

Jerome. Ay, but her beauty will affect you — she h, 
though I say it, who am her father, a very prodigy 
— there you will see features with an eye like mine — 
yes i'faith, there is a kind of wicked sparkling' — some^ 
thing of a roguish brightness, that shows her to be my 
own. 

Isaac. Pretty rogue ! 

Jerome. Then, when she smiles, you'll see a little 
idimple in one cheek only ; a beauty it is certainly, 
yet you shall not say which is prettiest, the cheek 
with the dimple, or the cheek without. 

Isaac. Pretty rogue ! 

Jerome. Then the roses on those cheeks are shaded 
with a sort of velvet down, that gives a delicacy tq 
the glow of health. 

Isaac, Pretty rogue! 

Jerome. Her skin pure dimity, yet more fair, being 
«pangled here and there with a golden freckle. 

Isaac. Charming pretty rogue! pray how is the 
tone of her voice ? 

Jerome. Remarkably pleasing — but if you could 
prevail on her to sing, you would be enchanted-^she 
is a nightingale — a Virginia nightingale — but come^ 
come'; her maid shall conduct you to her Anticham- 
ber. 

Isaac. Well, egad. Til pluck up resolution, and 
meet her frowns intrepidly. 

Jerome. Ay ! woo oer briskly — win her and give 
me a proof of your address, my little Solomon. 

Isaac. But hold — I expect my friend Carlos to call 
on me here — If he comes will you send him to me? 

Jerome. I will — Lauretta, come — she'll show yoil 
to the room — what ! do you droop ? here's a mourn- 
ful face to make love with ! [Exeunt, 
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SCENE IT. 



Louisa's Dressing Room, 



Enter Maib and Isaac, 

Jdmd. Sir, my mistr^s will wait on you presently, 

[Goes to the Door^ 
. JMwe. . .W)ien sheV at leisure — don't hurry her. 
[Exit Maid.] I wish I had ever practised a love scene 
'^f *do\ibt I shall make a poor figure — I couldn't be 
more afraid, if I was going before the inquisition — so I 
the door opens — yes, she's coming — the very rustling 
of her silk has a disdaipful sound. 

l^nter Dvenna, dressed as Louisa. 

Now darVt I look round for the soul of me — her 
beauty will certainly stril^e me dumb, if 1 do. I wish 
she^d speak first. 

Ihienna. Sir, I attend your pleasure. 

isaaC' So I the ice is broke, and a pretty civil be^ 
ginning too ! hem ! madam — miss — I'm all attention. 

Duenna. Nay, sir, 'tis I who should listen, and you 
propose. 

Isaac, Eg&dy this isn't so ^isd&in^ul peither — I bei 
lieve I may venture to look — No— I d ar'n't — one 
f iftiice of those roguish sparklers would ^x me again. 

•3$^nmi^ You seem thoughtful, sir — let |ne persuade 
you to sit down. 

Isaaci So, so; she mollifies apace — she's struck 
with my figure ! this attitude has had its effect. 

Duenna* Come, sir, here's a chair. 

Jsaae. Madam, the greatness of your goodness ovctt 
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powers me — that a lady so lovely should deign to 
turn her beauteous eyes on me so. 

[She takes his Hand, he turns and sees her^ 

Duenna. You seem surprised at my condescension. 

Isaac. Why, yes, madam, I am a little surprised at 
it; zuunds! this can never be Louisa — she's as old 
as my mother. [Aside, 

Duenna, But former prepossessions give way to my 
father's commands. 

Isaac, [Aside,] Her father! Yes, 'tis she theii — 
Lord, lord ; how blind some parents are ! 

Duenna. Signor Isaac. 

Isaac. Truly, the little damsel was right — she hat 
rather a matronly air indeed ! ah ! 'tis well my affec- 
tions are fixed on her fortune, and oot her person. 

Duenna, Signor, won't you sit ? [She sits» 

Isaac. Pardon me, madam, I have scarce recovered 
my astonishment at — your condescension, madam — 
she has the devil's own dimples to be sure 1 [Aside* 

Duenna. I do not wonder, sir, that you are sur* 
prized at my affability — I own signor, that I was 
vastly prepossessed against you, and being teased by 
my father, I did give some encouragement to Antonio; 
but then, sir, you were described to me as a quite 
different person. 

' Isaac, Ay, and so you was to me, upon my soul, 
madam. 

Duenna, But when I saw you, I was never more 
struck in my life. 

Isaac. That was just my case too, madam; I was 
struck all on a heap, for my part. 

Duenna, Well, sir, I see our misapprehension has 
been mutual — you expected to find me haughty and 
averse, and I was taught to believe you a little, black, 
snub-nosed fellow, without person, manners, or address* 

Isaac. Egad, I wish she had answered her picture 
as well. 

Duenna, But, sir, your air is noble — something so 

4 
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liberal in your carriage, with so penetrating an eye, 
and so bewitching a smile. 

Isaac, Egad, now 1 look at her again, I don't think 
she is so ugly. 

Duenna. So little like a jew, and so much like si. 
gentleman, 

IsijMc* Well, certainly there b something pleasing 
in the tonaof her voice. 

Duenna. You will pardon this breach of decorum 
in praising you thus, but ray joy at being so agreeably 
deceived has given me such a flow of spirits ! 

Isaac* O dear lady, may 1 thank those dear lips 
for this f oodness, \K%saes herJ\ why, she has a pretty 
sort of velvet down, that's the truth on't ! [Aside* 

Duenna, O, sir, you have the most insinuating 
manner, but indeed you should get rid of that odious 
beard — one might as well kiss an hedge hog. 

Isaac, Yes, ma'am, the razor wouldn't be amiss — for 
either of us. [AsideJ\ Could you favour me with % 
long? 

Duenna. Willingly, sir, though I am rather hoarst 
•—Ahem ! [Be^ns to sing^ 

Isaac. Very like a Virginia nightingale — Ma'am, f 
perceive you're hoarse — I beg you will not distress-^ 

Duenna. O, not in the least distressed ; — now, sir* 

SONG. 

When a tender maid 
Isjirst essayed^ 
By some admiring swain, 
How her blushes rise. 
If she meets his eyes, 
Wwk he unfolds his pain ; 
If he takes her handy she trembles quite^ 
Touch her Ups, and she swoons outright f 

WhUe a pit a pat^ <^c. 
Her heart a^oom her fright. 
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Bui in time appear 
Fewer signs of fear ^ 
The youth she boldly viem : 
If her hand he grasps^ 
Or her bosom clasps^ 
No mantling blush ensues. 
Then to church well pleas' d the lovers movCf 
While her tmiles her contentment prove^ 

And a pit a pat, SfC. 
Her heart avows her love, 

Isaac, Charming, ma'am! Enchanting! and, truly, 
your notes put me in mind of one that's very dear to 
me ; a lady, indeed, whom you greatly resemble. 

Duenna. How ! is there, then, another so dear to 
you f 

Isaac, O, no, ma'am, you mistake ; it was my mo- 
ther I meant. 

Duenna. Come, sir, I see you are amazed and con* 
founded at my condescension, and know not what to 
say. 

Isaac. It is very true, indeed, ma'am; but it is a 
judgment, I look on it as a judgment on me, for de* 
laying to urge the time when you'll permit me to com* 
piece my happiness, by acquainting Don Jerome with 
your condescension. 

Duenna. Sir, I must frankly own to you, that I caa 
never be yours with my father's consent. 

Isaac. Good lack ! how so i 

Duenna. When my father, in his passion, swore he 
would never see me again till I acquiesced in his will, 
I also made a vow« that I would never take a husband 
from his hand ; nothing shall make ^ me break that 
oath : but, if you have spirit and contrivance enough 
to carry me otT without his knowledge, I'm yours. 

Isaac. Hum ! 

Duenna. Nay, sir, if you ht sitate 

Isaac, Tfaith, uo bad whim\his--if I take her at 
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her word, I shall secure her fortune, and avoid mak- 
ing any settlement in return ; thus, I shall not only 
cheat the lover, but the father too — Oh, cunning 

rogue, Isaac J Ay, ay, let this little brain alone 

Egad, I'll take her in the mind. 

Duenna, Well, sir, what's your determination ? 

I$aac. Madam, I was dumb only from rapture — I 
applaud your spirit, and joyfully close with your pro- 
posal; for which, thus let me, on this lily hand, ex- 
press my gratitude. 

Duenna. Well, sir, you must get my father's con* 
sent to walk with me in the garden. But, by no 
means inform him of my kindness to you. 

Isaac. No, to be sure, that would spoil all : But 
trust me, when tricking is the word — let me alone for 
apiece of cunning; this very day you shall be out of 
"hb power. 

Duenna. Well, I leave the management of it all to 
you ; I perceive plain, sir, that you are not one that 
can be easily outwitted. 

Isaac* '£gad, you're right, madam — you're right, 
i'faith. 

Enter Maid. 

Maid, Here's a gentleman at the door, who begs 
permission to speak with Signor Isaac. 

Isaac. A friend of mine, ma'am, and a trusty friend 
— Let him come in. [Exit Maid.] He is one to be 
depended on, ma'am. 

Enter Carlos. 

So, coz. [Aside* 

Carlos. I have left Donna Clara at your lodgings— 
but can no where find Antonio. 

Isaac. Well, I will search him out myself — Carlos, 
you rogue, I thrive, I prosper. 

Carlos. Where is your mistress? 

Isaac. There, you booby, there she stands. 
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Carlos. Why, she-s damned ugly ! 

Isaac. Hush! [Stops his Mmttk, 

Duenna. What is your friend saying, signer ? 

Jfoac. O. ma'am, he is expressing his raptures at 
such charms as he never saw before, eh, Carlos ? 

Carlos. Ay, such as I never saw before, indeed ! 

Duenna. You are a very obliging gentleman — well, 
Signor Isaac, I believe we had better part for the pre- 
sent. Remember our plan. 

Isaac. O, ma'am, it is written in my heart, fixed a9 
the image of those divine beauties — ^adieu, idol of 

my soul! — ^yet once more permit me 

^ [Kisses her. 

Duenna. Sweet, courteous sir, adieu ! 

Isaac. Your slave eternally — Come, Carlos, say 
yomething civil at taking leave. 

Carlos, rfaith, Isaac, she is the hardest woman to 
compliment I ever saw ; however, 111 try something I 
kad studied for the occasion. 



sovo. 

Ah ! sure a pair was never seen^ 
So justly fomCd to meet hy. nature ; 

The youth excelling so in mienf 
The maid in ev'ry grace qffeaturem 
how happy are such laoers^ 
When kindred beauties each discaoerSf 
For surely she 
Was made for thee^ 
And thou to bless this lovely creature* 



So mild your looks^ your children thence. 
Will early ham the task of duty ^ 

The boys with all their father's sense^ 
The girls with M their mother's beauty. 
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Oh / how happy to inheritf 
At once such graces and such spirit. 
Thus while you live. 
May fortune give^ 
Each blessing equal to your merit* 

[Exeunt Uaac, Carlos, and Duenna. 



SCENE III, 

A Library, 
Jerome and Ferdinand discovered. 

» 

Jerome. Object to Antonio? I have said it; his po- 
verty, can you acquit him of that? 

Ferd, Sir, I own he is not over rich ; but he is of as 
ancient and honourable a family, as any in the king- 
dom. 

Jerome, Yes, I know the beggars are a very ancient 
family in most kingdoms ; but never in great repute^ 
boy. 

Ferd, Antonio, sir, has many amiable qualities. 

Jerome. But he is poor; can you clear him of that, 
I say ? Is he not a gay, dissipated rake, who has 
squandered his patrimony ? 

Ferd, Sir, he inherited but little ; and that, his ge* 
oerosity, more than his profusenrss, has stripped him 
of; but he has never sullied his honour, which, with 
his title, has outlived his means. 

Jerome. Pshaw ! you talk like a blockhead ! no* 
bility, without an estate, is as ridiculous, as gold- 
lace on a frize coat. 

Ferd, This language, sir, would better become a 
Dutch, or English trader, than a Spaniard. 

Jerome, Yes ; and those Dutch and English trad- 
ers, as you call them, are the wiser people. VVhy, 
booby, in England, they were formerly as nice, as to 

s 
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birth and family, as we are : but they have long dis- 
covered what a wonderful purifier gold is; and now, 
no one there regards pedigree in any thing but a horse 
— Oh, here comes Isaac ! I hope be has prospered in 
his suit, 

Ferd. Doubtless/that agreeable figure of his, must 
have helped his suit surprisingly. 

Jerome. How now? [Fbkdinand tt)(i/A:«i»zie. 

Enter Isaac. 

Well, my friend, have you softened her ? 

Isaac. Oh, yes ; I have softened her. 

Jerome. What, does she come to ? 

Isaac. Why, truly, she was kinder than I expected 
to find her. 

Jerome. And the dear little angel was civil, hey ? 

Isaac. Yes, the pretty little angel was very civil. 

Jerome. Tm transported to hear it — well, and you 
were astonished at her beauty, hey ? 

Isaac. I was astonished, indeed ! pray, how old is 
miss } 

Jerome. How old ? let me see— eight and twelve — 
she is twenty. 

Imac> Twenty? 

Jerome. Ay, to a month. 

Isaac. Then, upon my soul, she is the oldest look^ 
ing girl of her age, in Christendom ! 

Jerome. Do you think so? but, I believe, you will 
not see a prettier girl. 

Isaac. Here and there one. 

Jerome. Louisa has the family face. 

Isaac. Yes, 'egad, I should have taken it for « 
family face, and One that has been in the family some 
time toa [AstdCm 

Jerome. She has her father^s eyes. 

Isaac. Truly I should have guessed them to have 
been so — If she had her mother's spectacles, I believe 
she would not see the worse. [Asidc^ 



S€£KB III.] TBE DUBNVA. 59 

Jerome. Her aunt Ursula's nose, and her grandmo- 
tbei^s forehead, to a hair. 

Isaac, Ay, 'faith, and her grandfothei^s chin, to a 
hair. [Andcm 

Jerome. Well, if she was but as dutiful as she's 
handsome — ^and harkye, friend Isaac, she is none of 
your made-up beauties — ^her charms are of the lasting 
kind. 

Isaac, rfaitb, so they should — for if she be but 
twenty now, she may double her age, before her years 
will overtake her face. 

Jenmc, Why, zounds, Master Isaac ! you are not 
sneering, are you? 

Isaac. Why now, seriously, Don Jerome, do you 
think your daughter handsome } 

Jerome, By this light, she's as handsome a girl as 
any in Seville. 

Isaac, Then, by these eyes, I think her as plain a 
woman as ever I beheld ! 

Jerome, By St. lago, you must be blind! 

Is€Uic, No, no ; 'tis you are partial. ^ 

Jerome. How ! have I neither sense nor taste ? If a 
fair skin, fine eyes, teeth of ivory, with a lovely bloom, 
and a delicate shape>— if these, with a heavenly voice, 
and a world of grace, are not charms, I know not 
what you call beautiful. 

Isaac, Good lack, with what eyes a father sees !— • 
As I have life, she is the very reverse of all this; as 
for the dimity skin you told me of, I swear, 'tis a tho- 
rough nankeen, as ever I saw ! for her eyes, their ut* 
most merit is not squinting — for her teeth, where 
there is one of ivory, its neighbour is pure ebony, 
black and white alternately, just like the keys of an' 
harpsichord. Then, as to her singing, and heavenly 
voice — by this hand, she has a shrill, cracked, pipe, 
that sounds, for all the world, like a child's trumpet. 

Jerome, Why, you little Hebrew scoundrel, do you* 
mean to insiilt me ? out of my house, I say ! 

£ 2 
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Ferd» Dear sir, what's the matter ? 

Jerome^ Why, this Israelite here, has the impudence 
to say your sister's ugly. 

Ferd, He must be either blind or insolent. 

Isaac, So, I find they are all in a story. '£gad, I 
believe I have gone too far ! 

Ferd. Sure, sir, there must be sonie mistake; It 
can't be my sister whom he has seen. 

Jerome, 'Sdeath ! you are as great a fool as he I 
what mistake can there be f did not I lock up Louisa, 
and havn't I the key in my own pocket ? And didn't 
her maid show him into the dressing room? and yet 
you talk of a mistake ; no, the Portuguese meant to 
insult me — and, but that this roof protects him, old 
as I am, this sword should do me justice. 

Isaac. I must get off as well as I can — her fortune 
is not the less handsome. 



DUETT. 

Isaac. Believe me^ good «ir, / ne'er meant to offend^ 
My mistress I love, and I value my friend: 
To win hery and toed her, is still my request^ 
For better, for worse, and I swear I don t jest- 

Jerome. Zounds ! yovtd best not provoke me, my rage is 

so high. 
Isaac! Hold him fast, I beseech you, his rage is so 

high, ^ 
Good sir, you re too hot, and this place I must 

Jerome. YouWe a knave and a sot, and this place you d 

best Jly. 

Isaac, Don Jerome, come now, let us lay aside all 
joking, and be serious. 
Jerome, How? 
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Isaac, Ha! ha! ha! Ill be hanged ifyouhavn't 
taken my abuse of your daughter seriously. 

Jerome. You meant it so, did not you f 

Isaac. O mercy, no ! a joke — just to try how an- 
gry it would make you. 

Jerome. Was.that all, i'&ith ? I didn't know you 
had been such a wag, ha ! ha ! ha ! By St. lago ! you 
made me very angry though — well, and you do think 
Louisa handsome ? 

Isaac, Handsome ! Venus de Medicis was a sybil 
to her. 

Jerome. Give me your hand, you little jocose rogue 
— ^'Egad, I thought we had been all off. 

Ferd. So ! I was in hopes this would have been a 
quarrel ; but I find the Jew is too cunning. 

Jerome. Ay, this gust of passion has made me dry 
—I am seldom ruffled— order some wine in the 
next room — let u^ drink the poor girl's health— poor 
Louisa! ugly,heh! Ha! ha! ha! Twas a very good 
joke, indeed ! 

Isaac, And a very true one, for all that. 

Jerome, And, Ferdinand, I insist upon your drink- 
ing success to my friend. 

Ferd. Sir, I will drink success to my friend, with 
all my heart. 

Jerome. Come, little Solomon, if any sparks of an- 
ger had remained, this would be the only way to 
quench them. 



TRIO* 

A bumper qf good liquor^ 
WiU end a contest quicJcery 
Than justice fjttdgCf or vicar* 
So Jill a cheeHul glass ^ 
And let good humour pass, 
K 3 
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But if fnore deep the quarrel^ 
Why^ sooner drain the barrel^ 
Than be the hateful feUoWi 
Thai's crabbed when he is mellow. 

A bumper, SfC. [Exeunt 



SCENE IV* 



Isaac's Lodgings^ 



Enter Louisa. 

Louisa^ Was ever truant daughter so whimsically 
circumstanced as I am ! I have sent my intended hus« 
band to look after my lover — the man of my father's 
choice is gone to bring me the man of my own — but 
how dispiriting is this interval of expectation ! 

£fi/er Carlos. 

So, friend, is Antonio found? 

Carlos. I could not me^t with him, lady ; but I 
doubt not, my friend Isaac will be here with him pre- 
sently. 

LouisYi, Oh, shame ! you have used no diligence — Is 
this your courtesy, to a lady, who has trusted herself, 
to your protection ? 

Carlos, Indeed, madam, I have not been remiss. 

Louisa. Well, well ; but if either of you had known 
bow each moment of delay weighs upon the heart of 
Jier who loves, and waits the object of her love, Oh, ye 
would not then have trifled thus ! 

Carlos. Alas, I know it well! 

Louisa, Were you ever in love then ? . • 
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Carlos, I was, lady ; but while I have life, will ne* 
yer be again. 

Louisa. Was your mistress so cruel ? 

Carlos, If she had always been so, I should have 
J>een happier. 

SONG. 

O, had my love ne'er smifd on me, 

I ne'er had known such anguish ; 
But think howfalsCj how cruel she. 

To bid me cease to languish. 
To bid me hope her hand to gain^ 

Breathe on a Jiame halfperish'd ; 
And then with cold anidjixd disdain ^ 

To kill the hope she cherish'd. 

Not worse his fate, who on a wreck. 

That drove as winds did blow it ; 
SUent had left the shatter* d deck. 

To find a grave below it. 
Then land was cried — no more resign d, 

He glowd with joy to hear it.; 
Not worse his fate, his woe to find. 

The wreck must sink ere near it, 

Louisa* As I live, here is your friend coming with 
Antonio — V\\ retire for a moment to surprise him. 

[Exit^ 

Enter Isaac and Antonio. 

Jnt, Indeed, my good friend, you must be mistaken. 
Clara D'Almanza in love with me, and employ you to 
bring me to meet her ! It is impossible ! 

Isaac, That you shall see in an instant — Carlos, 
where is the lady ? [Carlos |?oi«^« to the Doors,'\ In 
the next room is she ? 
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Ant, Nay, if that lady is really here, she certainly 
wants me to conduct her to a dear friend of mine, 
who has long been her lover. 

Isaac. Pshaw! I tell you 'tis no such thing — ^you 
are the man she wants, and nobody but you. Here's 
ado to persuade you to take a pretty girl that's dying 
for you ! 

jint. But I have no affection for this lady. 

Isaac. And you have for Louisa, hey f but take my 
word for it, Antonio, you have no chance there — so 
you may as well secure the good that offers itself to 
you. 

Ant. And could you reconcile it to your con- 
science, to supplant your friend ? 

Isaac. Pish ! Conscience hat no more to do with 
gallantry, than it has with politics — why, you are no 
honest fellow, if love can't make a rogue of you — so 
come, do go in, and speak to her at last. 

Ant. Well, I have no objection to that. 

Isaac. [Opens the Door*] There — there she is — 
yonder by the window — ^get in, do— [Pw^* him tii, 
and half shuts the Door.] now, Carlos, now I shall ham- 
per him, I warrant — stay, I'll peep how they go on — 
egad, he looks confoundc^dly posed — now she's coax- 
ing him — ^see, Carlos, he begins to come to — ay, ay, 
hell soon forget his conscience. 

Carlos. Look — now they are both laughing ! 

Isaac. Ay, so they are — ^yes, yes, they are laughing 
at that dear friend, he talked of — ^ay, poor devil, they 
have outwitted him. 

Carlos. Now he's kissing her hand. 

Isaac. Yes, yes, 'faith, they're agreed — he's caught, 
he's intangled — my dear Carlos, we have brought it 
about. Oh, this little cunning head ! I'm a Machia* 
vel — a very Macbiavel. 

Carlos. I hear somebody inquiring for you — I'll sec 
who it is. [Exit Carlos. 
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Enter Antonio and Louisa. 

Ant. Well, my good friend, this lady has so entirely 
convinced me of ihe certainty of your success at Don 
Jerome's, that I now resign my pretensions there. 

Isaac* You never did a wiser thing, believe me — 
and as for deceiving your friend, that's nothing at' all 
•^tricking is all fair in love, isn't it, ma'am ? 

L&tiisa. Certainly, sir, and 1 am particularly glad 
to find you are of that opinion. 

Isaac. O lud ! yes, ma'am — let any one outwit me, 

that can, I say — but here, let me join your hands 

there, youlucky rogue ! I wish you happily married, 
from the bottom of my soul ! 

Louisa. And I am sure if you wish it, no one else 
should prevent it. 

Isaac. Now, Antonio, we are rivals no more ; so let 
us be friends, will you ? 

Ant. With all my heart, Isaac. 

Isaac. It is not every man, let me tell you, that 
^ould have taken such pains, or been so generous to 
a rival. 

Ani. No, Yaith ; I don't believe there's another be- 
side yourself in all Spain. 

Isaac. Well, but you resign all pretensions to the 
other lady f 

Ant. That I do, most sincerely. 

Isaac. I doubt you have a little hankering there 
still. 

Ant. None in the least, upon my soul. 

Isaac. I mean after her fortune. 

Ant. No, believe me You are heartily welcome 

to every thing she has. 

Isaac. Well, i'faith, you have the best of the bar- 
gain, as to beauty, twenty to one — now Til lell you: 
a secret— I am to carry off Louisa this very evening. 



Louisa. Indeed! 

Isaac. Yes, she has sworn not to take a husband 
from her father's hand — ^so, IVe persuaded him to 
trust her to walk with me in the garden, and then we 
shall give him the slip. 

Louisa. And is Don Jerome to know nothing of 
this ? 

Isaac. O lud, no ! there lies the jest — Don't yo^ 
see that, by this step, I overreach him i I shall be en- 
titled to the girl's fortune, without settling a ducat on 
her, ha ! ha ! ha ! I'm a cunning dog, an't I ? A sly 
little villain, eh ? 

JitU. Ha ! ha ! ha ! you are indeed ! 

Isaac. Roguish, you'll say, but keen, eh ? — derili^h 
keen? 

Ant. So you are indeed — keen — very keen. 

Isaac* And what a laugh we shall have at Don 
Jerome's, when the truth comes out ! hey ? 

Louisa. Yes, 111 answer for it, we shall have a good 
laugh when the truth comes out, ha ! ha ! ha ! * 

Enter Carlos. 

Carlos. Here are the dancers come to practsie the 
fandango, you intended to have honoured Donna 
Louisa with. 

Isaac. O, I shan't want them, but as I must pay 
them, I'll see a caper for my money — will you ex- 
cuse me ? 

Louisa, Willingly. 

Isaac. Here's my friend, whom you may command 
for any services. Madam, your most obedient— ^Anto- 
nio, I wish you all happiness. — Oh, the easy block- 
hesul ! what a tool I have made of him ! — This was 
a master-piece ! [Exit, 

Louisa. Carlos, will you be my guard again, and 
convey me to the convent of St. Catherine f 
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Ant. Why, Louisa — why should you go there ? 

I/msa. I have my reasons, and you must not be 
seen to go with me; I shall write from thence to mj 
father ; perhaps, when he finds what he has driveQ me 
to, he may relent. 

Ant. I have no hope from him — O Louisa ! iu 
these arms should be your sanctuary. 

Louisa. Be patient but for a little while — my fa- 
ther cannot force me from thence. But let me see 
you there before evening, and I will explain myself. 

Ant. I shall obey. 

Louisa. Come, friend — Antonio, Carlos has been a 
lover himself. 

Afit. Theii he knows the value of his trust. 

Carlos. You shall not find me unfaithful. 



TRIO. 

S(rft pity never leaices the gentle breast 

T^kere love has been receiv'd a welcome guest ^ 

As wan^ring saints poor huts have sacred made^ 

He h<dlaws ev'ry heart he once has swayd ; 

And when his presence we no longer sharcy 

&ill leases compassion as a rekc there. [Exeunt. 
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ACT THE THIRD, 



SCENE I. 



A Library. 



Enter Jerome and Servant. 

Jerome. Why, I never was so amazed in my life ! 
Louisa gone off with Isaac Mendoza ! what ! steal 
away with the very man whom I wanted her to mar- 
ry — elope with her own husband, as it were — it is im- 
possible ! 

Serv.. Her maid says, wr, they had your leave to 
nvalk in the garden, while you was abroad — The door 
by the shrubbery was found open, and they have not 
been beard of since. [Exit. 

Jerome. Well, it is the most unaccountable afibir ! 
'sdeath ! there is certainly some infernal mystery in 
it, I can't comprehend ! 

Enter Second Servant, mth a Letter. 

Serv. Here is a letter, sir, from Signor Isaac. 

[Exit. 
Jerome, So, so, this will explain — ay, Isaac Men- 
doza — let me see — . [Reads. 

Dearest sir. 
You musty doubtless, be much surprised at my Jlight 
•with your daughter — Yes, 'faith, and well I may — / 
had the happiness to gain her hearty at our Jirst inter* 
3 
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view — The devil you had ! — But she having w^wtu-- 
nately made a vow not to receive a husband J) mm^ our 
hands, I was obliged to comply with her whim — So, so ! 
— We shall shortly throw ourselves at your feet, and I 
Aope you will have a blessing ready for one^ who will 
then be 

Your son-in-laWf 

Isaac Meitdoza. 

A whim, hey ? Why, the devil's in the girl, I think ! 
This morning, she would die sooner than have him, 
and before evening, she runs away with him ! — Well, 
well, my will's accomplished — let the motive be 
what it will — and the Portuguese,- sure, will never 
deny to fulfill the rest of the article. 

Enter Servant, with another Letter, 

. Serv* Sir, here's a man below^ who says he brought 
this from my young lady, Donna Louisa. - [Exit, 
Jerome. How! yes it is my daughter's hand in- 
deed! Lord, there was no occasion for them both to 
write ; well, let's see what she says—: — [Reads. 

My dearest Father, 
How shall I entreat your pardon for the rash step I 
have taken — how confess the motive f — Pish I hasn't 
Isaac just told me the motive? — one would think they 
weren't together when they wrote — If I have a spirit 
too resentful of HI usage, I have also a heart as easily 
affected by kindness — So, so, here the whole matter 
comes out ; her resentment for Antonio's ill-usage, 
has made her sensible of Isaac's kindness — yes, yes, it 

is all plain enough — well / am not married yet, 

though with a man, I am convinced, adores me Yes, 

yes, I dare say Isaac is very fond of her — But I shall 
anxiously expect your ansicer, in which, should I be so 
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forUimU OM to recehe your consent j you toUl nutkexomr 
piet€tt^iappy, 

Your eoer qffectumate daughter^ 

Louisa, 

My consent? to be sure she shall have it ! — ^'egad, I 
was never better pleased — I haTe fulfilled my resolu- 
tion— I knew I should— Oh, there's nothing like ob- 
stinacy-*— Lewis ! 

Enter Seuvakt. 

Let the man, who brought the last letter, wait ; and 
get me a pen and ink below. I am impatient to set 
poor Louisa's heart at rest— holloa ! Lewis ! Sancho ! 

Enttr Servants. 

See, that there be a noble supper provided in the Sa- 
loon to-night— serve up my best wines, and let me 
have music, d'ye hear? 

5enj./Yes,sir. [Exeunt. 

Jerome. And order all my doors to be thrown open 

— admit all guests, with masks or without masks 

I'faith, we'll have a night of it— And I'll let them see 
how merry an old man can be. 



SONO. 

0//, the day$ when I was youngs 

When Ilaugh'd m fortunes spite, 
Talk'dqflove the whole day loftg. 

And with nectar crown*d the night ! 
Then it was, old fat her Care^ 

Little teck'd I of thy frown, 
Half thy malice youth could bear. 

And the rest a bumper drown. 



Tmikj tke^f My> lies in a wetly 

fVbi/f I vow, I ne'er could see. 
Let the water-drinkers tell. 

There it ahoaifs lai/Jbr me* 
Tor ^hen eparkhng wtnt went rounds 

Never $aw Ifdsehoo^s ma$k^ 
But stiU honest frvth I founds 

In the bottom of tachfiask. 

True, ta kngth my vigour^sjiown^ 

I Jkave years to bring decay ; 
Few the lockSf that now I own. 

And the few I have, are grey. 
Yety old Jerome, thou may'st boast. 

While thy spirits do not ttre. 
Still beneath thy age's frosty 

Gkws^ a spark of youthfil^re. [Exit 



5CENE II. 



The New Piazza. 



Enter Ferdinand and Lopez. 

Ferd, What, could you gather no tidings of her f 
Kor guess where she was gone ? O Clara ! Clara ! 

Lopez, In truth, sir, 1 could not.^— That she was 
run away from her father, was in every body's mouthy 
— and that Don Guzman was in pursuit of her, was 
also a very common report-^where she was gone, or 
what was become of her, no one could take upon them 
^say* 

r2 
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Ferd, 'Sdeath and fury, you blockhead! 5h< 
1)6 out of Seville, 

Lopez. So 1 said to myself, sir— 'Sdeath and fuj 
blockhead, says I, she can't be out of Seville^ 
some said, she had hanged herself for love; ani 
have it, Don Antonio had carried her off. 

Ferd. 'Tis false, scoundrel ! no one said thai 

Lopez. Then I misunderstood iheym, sir. 

Ferd. Go, fool, get home, and never let me| 
again, till you bring me news of her. [Exit 
Oh, how my fondness for this ungrateful girl, 
my disposition! 

Enter Isaac^ 

haac. So, I have her safe, and have only 
priest to marry us. Antonio now may marry 
not, if he pleases ! 

Fred. What ? what was that you said of 

Isaac. Oh, Ferdinand 1 my brother-in-law,! 
be, who thought of meetingyou ! 

Ferd. But what of Clara? 

Isaac. I'faith, you shall hear.— This mon 
was coming down, I met a pretty damsel, whj 
her name was Clara d'Almanza, and beggec 
tection. 

Ferd. How ? 

Isaac. She said she had eloped from her fat 
Guzman, but that love for a young genl 
Seville, was the cause. 

Ferd. Oh, Heavens ! did she confess it if 

Isaac. Oh, yes, she confessed at once — but 
she, my lover is not informed of my flightj 
pects my intention, 

Ferd. Dear creature! no more I did indee] 
am the happiest fellow ! — [Aside.l Well, Isaj 

Isaac, Why, then she entreated me to fini' 
for her, and bring him to her. 




I 
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Ferd. Good Henven^i bo9v. lucky t—Wdi^ come 
along, lets lose no time* . [PuUing km. 

Isaac, Zoojcs !. where ftre we to go ? 

Ferd, Wby> did any thing more pass ? 

Isaac. Any. thing more! ye» ; the end on't was, that 
I was mov^d with her speeches, and complied with 
her desires, 

Ferd. Well, and \ih^& is she ? 

Isaac, Where is she ? why, don't I tell you, I con^ 
plied with her request, and left her safd in die arms of 
her lover. 

Ferd, 'Sdeath, you trifle with me ! — I have never 
iseei) hj^r. 

Isaac, You ! O lud, no ! — How the devil should 
yeu ? Twas Antonio she wanted \ and with Antonio I 
{eft her- 

Ferd, Hell and madness ! [Aside^ What, Antonio 
d'Ercilla F 

Isaac. Ay, ay, the very man ; and the best part of 
it was,. he was shy of taking her at first — He talked a 
good deal about honour, and conscience, and de« 
ceiving some dear friend ; but, lord, we soon overuled 
that. 

Ferd, You did. 

Isaac, Oh, yes, presently — such deceit, says he — 
Pish ! says the lady, tricking is all fair in love — but 
then, my friend, says he — Psha! damn your friend, 
says I. — So, poor wretch, he has no chance — no, no; 
he may hang himself as soon as be pleases. 

Ferd. I must go, or I shall betray myself. 

Isaac. But stay, Ferdinand, you haVt heard the 
best of the joke. 

Ferd. Curse on your joke. 

Isaac. Goodlack ! what's the matternow ? I thought 
to have diverted you. 
. Ferd. Be rack'd ! tortured ! damn'd 

Isaac. Why^ sure you are not the poor devil of a 

73 
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ibver, are you? Ffaith, as sure as can be, he is — This 
is a better joke than t'other^ ha! ha! ha! ' 

Ferd, What, do you laugh ; you vile, mischievcnis 
varlet ! [CoUan him,'\ But that you're beneath my 
anger, I'd tear your heart out. ^throws him from Mm, 

Isaac, O mercy ! here's us^^ge for a brother-in-law ! 

Ferd, But, harkye, rascal ! tell me directly where 

these false friends are gone, or, by hfy soul ^ 

[Draws, 

Isaac. For Heaven's sake, now, my dear brother-in- 
law, don't be in a rage — I'll recollect as well as 1 can* 
, Ferd, Be quick then ! 

Isaac, I will, I will — but people's memories differ 
—some have a treacherous memory — now mine is a 
cowardly memory — it takes to its heels, at' sight of a 
drawn sword, it does, i'faith; and 1 could as soon fighti 
as recollect. 

Ferd, Zounds ! tell me the truth, and I won't hurt 
you. 

Isaac, No, no, I know you won't, my dear brother- 
in-law — but that ill-looking thing there — 

Ferd, What, then, you won't tell me? 

Isaac, Yes, yes, I will; I'll tell you all, upon my 
soul — but why need you listen sword in hand. 

Ferdn Why, there. [Puts up.^ Now. , 

Isaac. Why then, I believe they are gone to — that 
is, my friend Carlos told me, he had left Donna Clara 
—dear Ferdinand, keep your hands oflf — at the con- 
vent of St. Catharine. 

Ferd. St. Catharine! 

Isaac, Yes ; and that Antonio was to come to her 
there. 

Ferd. Is this the truth ? 

Isaac. It is indeed — and all I know, as I hope for 
life. 

Ferd. Well, coward, take your life — Th that falte^ 
dishonourable Antonio, who shall feel my vengeance. 



Isaac. Ay; ay, kill him — cut his throat,' and vaicU 
come. ■' 

Ferd. But^ for Clara-p-infamy on her ! she is not 
vorth ray resentment. $ 

lioac^ No more she is, my dear brother-in-lar. 
J'faith, I would not be angry about, her — she is not 
worth it, indeed. . : 

Ferd, Tis false ! she is worth the enmity of princes. 

Isaac. True, true, so she is ; ancl I pity you exceed- 
ingly for having lost her. 

Fetd, 'Sdeatb, you rascal ! how durst you talk of 
pitying me ! . 

Isaac, Oh, dear brother-in-law, I beg pardon, 1 don't 
pity you in the least, upon ihy soul. 

Ferd. Get hence, fool, and provoke me no further; 
nothing but your insignificance saves you. 

Isaac, rfaith, then my insignificance' is the best 
friend I have. — I'm going, dear Ferdinand — What a 
curst hot-headed bully it is ! [Exeunt. 



SCBNE III. 



The Garden of the Convent. 



Enter Louisa and Clara. 

Louisa. And you really wish my brother may not, 
find you out. 

Clara. Why else have I concealed myself under this 
disguise ? 

Louisa, Why, perhaps, because the dress becomes, 
you ; for you certainly don't intend to be a nun for 
life. 
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Clara. lU indeed^ Ferdinand had not offended me 

80 last nigbt. 

Lomsa. Come, come, it was kis fear of losing you, 

made him so rash. 

Clara. Well, you may think me cruel — but I swear, 
if he were here this instant, 1 believe I should forgive 
him, 

SONG — CLABA. 

ft 

By htm we love offended. 

Htm sogn our anger flks ! 
One day apart ^ 'tU ended. 

Behold hm, and it dies» 

Last night, your roving brother, 

Enra^d I bade depart. 
And sure his rude presumption^ 

Desero'd to lose my heart* 

Yet, were he now before me. 

In spite of injur d pride, 
I fear my eyes wou'd pardon, 

Before my tongue cou'd chide, 

Louisa, I protest, Clara, I shall begin to think you 
are seriously resolved to ^nter on your probation^ 

Clara, And,, seriously, I very much doubt whether 
the character of a nun would not become me best. 

Louisa, Why, to be sure, the character of a nun is a 
very becoming one^ at a masquerade, but no pretty 
woman, in her senses, ever thought of taking the veil 
for above a night. 

Clara. Yonder I see your Antonio is returned — I 
shall only interrupt you ; ah, Louisa, with what hap- 
py eagerness you turn to look for him I [Sxit, 
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Enter Antonio. 

Ant, Well, my Louisa, any news since I left you ? 
. Louisa. None — The messenger is not returned from 
my father. 

Ant, Well, I confess, I do not perceive what we are 
to expect from him. 

Louisa. I shall be easier, however, in having made 
the trial; I do not doubt your sincerity, Antonio; 
l)ut there is a chilling air around poverty, that often 
kills affection, chat was not nursed in it — If we would 
make love our household god, we had best secure bin) 
H comfortable roof. 

SONG — ANTONIO, 

Hato ofty Louisa^ hast thou told. 

Nor wilt thou the fond boast disown , 
Thou wouldst not lose Antonio's love. 

To reign the partner of a throne. 
And by those lips, that spoke so kind, 

And by that hand, Fve pressed to mine. 
To be the lord of wealth and power. 

By Heavens, I would not part with thine! 

Then how, my soul, can we be poor, 

Who own what kingdoms could not buy? 
Of this true heart thou shall be queen^ 

In serving thee, a monarch I. > 

Thus uncontroVd, in mutual bliss. 

And rich in love's exhaust less mine, 
Do thou snatch treasures from my lips, . . 

And 1 7/ take kingdoms back from thine* 

Enter Maid, with a Letter^ * 

Ijmisa. My father's answer, I suppose* 
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Ant, My dearest Louisa, you may be assured, that 
it contains nothing but threats and reproaches. 

Louisa, Let us see, however — [Reads,] Dearttt 
daughter ^ make your lover happtfy you have myjull conr 
sent to marry as your whim has chosen^ but be sure come 
home and sup with your t^ectibnate father. 

Ant, You jest, Louisa! 

Louisa. [Gives him the Letter.] Read — ^read. 

Ant. Tis so, by Heavens ! — sure there must be some 
mistake; but that's none of our business — Now, 
Louisa,, you have no excuse for delay. 

Louisa, Shall we not then return and thank my 
&ther ? 

Ant, But first let the priest put it out of his powef 
to recall his word. — I'll fly to procure one. 

Louisa, Nay, if you part with me again, perhaps 
you may lose me. 

Ani. Come then — there is a friar of a neighbouring 
convent is my friend ; you have already been diverted 
by the manners of a nunnery, let us see, whether there 
is less hypocrisy among the holy fathers. 

Louisa. Vm t^raid not, Antonio — for in religion, as 
in friendship, they who profess most, are ever the least 
sincere. [Eaxuntm 

Enter Claka. 

Clara. So, yonder they go, as happy as a mutual 
end confessed affection can make them ; while I am 
left in solitude. Heigho! love may perhaps excuse 
the rashness of an elopement from one's friend; but I 
am sure, nothing but the presence of the man we love 
can support it.-^Ha ! what do I see ! Ferdinand, as I 
live ! how could he gain admission — by potent gold, I 
suppose, as Antonio did — How eager and disturbed 
be seems — he shall not know me as yet. 

[Lets dawn her Veil* 
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Enter Ferdinand. 

Ferd, Yes, those were certainly they — my informa- 
tion was riffht. [Going. 
Clara. [Stops him.] Pray, signor, what is your bu- 
siness here ? 

Ferd, No matter — no matter— Oh, they stop — 
[ Looks out.] Yes, that is the perfidious Clara indeed ! 

Clara^ So, a jealous error — Fm glad to see him so 
moved. [Jside. 

Ferd. Her disguise can't conceal her — No, no, I 
know her too well. 

Ciara. Wonderful discernment ! but signor — 
Ferd. Be quiet, good nun, don't tease me — By Hea- 
vens, she leans upon his arm, hangs foiidly on it ! O 
woman ! woman ! 

Clara. But, signor, who is it you want ? 
Ferd. Not you, not you, so pr'ythee don't tease me. 
Yet pray stay — gentle nun, was it not Donna Clara 
d'Almanza just parted from you ? 

Clara. Clara d'Almanza, signor, is not yet out of 
the garden. 

Ferd. Ay, ay, I knew I was right— And pray, is 
not that gentleman, now at the porch with her, Anto- 
nio d'Ercilla? 

Clara. It is indeed, signor. 

Ferd. So, so; now but one question more — can you 
inform me for what purpose they have gone away ? 
Clara. They are gone to be married, I believe. 
Jcrd. Very well-— enough — now if 1 don't mar their 
wedding. [Exit. 

Clara. [Unveils.] I thought jealousy had made lovers 
quick sighted, but it has made mine blind. — Louisa's 
story accounts to me for this error, and I am glad to 
find I have power enough over him to make him so 
unhappy. But why should not I be present at his sur- 
prise when undeceived ? When he's through the porch. 
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ril follow him ; and, perhaps^ Louisa shall not singly 
be a bride. 



SONG, 

Adieu, thou dreary pile, where never dies 
The sullen echo (f repentant sighs : 
Ye sister mourners of* each lonely cell, 
Inured to hymns and sorrow, fare ye well; 
For happier scenes I fly this darksome grave, 
To saints a prison, but a tomb to love. [Exit, 



SCEKB IV. 

A Court before the Priory* 

Enter Isaac, crossing the Stage, 
Enter Antonio. 

• Ant, What, my friend Isaac! 

Isaac, What, Antonio ! wish me joy ! I have Louisa 
safe. 

Ant, HaviB you ?— I wish you joy, with all my 

80Ul. 

Isaac, Yes, I am come here to procure a priest to 
marry us. 

Ant. So, then we are both on the same errand, I lam 
come to look for Father Paul. 

Isaac. Hah ! I am glad on't — but, i'faith, he must 
tack me first, my love iswaiting. 

Ant. So is mine, — I left her in the porch. 

Isaac. Ay, but I am in haste to get back to Don 
Jerome. 
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Ant, And so am I too. 

Isaac. Well, perhaps he'll save time, and marry us 
both together — or Til be your father, and you shall 
be mine. Come along— but you're obliged to me fot 
all this. 

Ant. Yes, yes. [Exeunt. 



/ 



SCENE V. 



r 

A Room in the Priory. — Friars at the TabUp 

drinking. 



GLEE AND CHORUS. 

This botties the sun of our tablcy 

His beams are rosy wine ; 
We, planets, that art not able. 

Without his help to shine. 
Let mirth and glee abound, 
YouH soon grow bright. 
With borrowed light, • 

And shine as he goes round, 

Paul. Brother Francis, toss the bottle about, and 
give me your toast. 

Francis. Have we drank the abbess of St. Ursuline ? 

Aug. Yes, yes ; she was the last. 

Francis. Then Til give you the blue-ey'd nun of St. 
Catharine's. 

Paul. With all my heart. [Drinks.] Pray, brother 
Augustine, were there any benefactions left in my ab 
sence ? 

Francis. ^ Don Juan Corduba has left an hundred 
ducats, to remember him in our masses. 
• Paul. Has he^ let them be paid to our winemer- 

Q 
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chanty and we'll remember him in our cups, which 
will do just as well. Any thing more. 

Aug. Yes ; Baptista, the rich miser, who died last 
week, has bequeathed us a thousand pistoles, and the 
silver lamp, he used in his own chamber, to burn be- 
fore the image of St. Anthony. 

FauL Twas well meant, but well employ his mo- 
ney better — Baptista's bounty shall light the living, 
not the dead. — St. Anthony is not afraid to be left 

in the dark, though he was See who's th^e. 

[A Knocking, Francis goes to the Door, 
and opens it. 

Enter Porter* 

Porter. Here's one without in pressing haste to speak 
with Father Paul* 

Aug. Brother Paul ! 
[Paul comes from behind a Curtain^ with a Glass 
of Wine, and in his Hand a Piece of Cake. 

Paul. Here! how durst ^ou, fellow, thus abruptly 
break in upon our devotions ? 

Porter. I thought they were finished. 

Paul. No, they were not — wfere they, Brother 
Francis f 

Aug. Not by a bottle each. 

Pmil. But neither you, nor your fellows, mark bow 
the hours go — no, you mind nothing but the gratify- 
ing of your appetites ; ye eat and swill, and sleep, and 
gormandize, and thrive, while we are wasting in mor- 
tification. 

Porter. We ask no more than nature craves. 

Paul. Tis false, ye have more appetites than hairs! 
and your flushed, sleek, and pampered appearance, is 
the disgrace of our order — out on't — If you are 
hungry, can't you be content with the wholesome roots 
of the earth ; and if you are dry, isn't there the crystal 
spring ? [Drinks.] Put this away, [Gives a Glass.] and 
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show me where Vta wanted. [Portea drams the 
Glass — Paul gomgy turns.] So, you would have drank 
ity if there had been any left. Ah, glutton ! glutton! 

lExeunt. 



SCENE VI. 



Tke Court before the Priory. 

Enter Isaac and Antonio. 

Isaac. A plaguy while coining, this same Fatheir 
Paul — He's detained at vespers, I suppose, poor fel* 
low. 

Jnt. No, here he comes. 

Enter Paul. 

Good Father Paul, I crave your blessing. 

Isaac. Yes, good Father Paul^ we are come to beg 
a favour. 

Paul* What is it, pray ? 

Isaac. To marry us, good Father Paul ; and in truth, 
thou dost look the very priest of Hymen. 

Paul. In short, I may be called so'; for I deal in re* 
pentance and mortification. 

Isaac. No, no, thou seemest an officer of Hymen, 
because thy presence speaks content and good hu- 
mour. 

Paul. Alas ! my appearance is deceitful. Bloated I 
am, indeed ; for ntsiing is a ^indy recreation^ and it 
hath swoln me like a bladder. 

Ani. But thou hast a good fresh colour in thy face, 
lather ; rosy, i'faith. 

g2 
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Paul. Yes, I have blushed for mankind, till the hue 
•of my shame is as fixed as their vices. 

Isaac, Good man ! . 

Paid,. And I have laboured too, but to what pur- 
pose? they continue to sin under my very nose. 

Isaac. Efecks, father, I should have guessed as 
much, for your nose seems to be put to the blush more 
than any other part of your face. 

Paul, Go, you're a wag. 

Jnt, But, to the purpose, father — will you officiate 
for us ? 

Paul, To join young people thus clandestinely, is 
not safe; and, indeed, 1 hi^vein |ny heart many weighty 
reasons against it. 

, Jnt, And I have in my hand many weighty reasons 
for it. Isaac, hav'n't you an argument or two in our 
favour about you. 

Isaac, Yes, yes ; here is a most unanswerable purse. 

Paul. For shame ! you make me angry ; you forget 
who I am, and when, importunate people have forced 
their trash — ay, into this pocket, here — or into, this-^ 
why, then the sin was theirs. [They put Money into 
his Pockets.] Fie, now, how' you distress me! 1 would 
return it, but that I must touch it that way, and s6 
wrong my oath. 
» Ant. Now then, come with us, 

Isaac. Ay, now give us your title to joy and rap- 
ture. .. 

Paul. Well, when your* hour of repentance comes> 
don't blame me. 

' Ant. Nb bad caution to my friend Isaac. [Aside."] 
Well, well, father, do you do your part, and I'll abid^ 
the consequence. 

Isaac, Ay, and so wilt I. [They are going; 

Enter Louisa, running, 

Louisa. O, Antonio, Ferdinand is at the porch, and 
inquiring for us. 
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Isaac. Who ? Don Ferdinand ! heTs not inquiring 
for me, I hope. 

Ant. Fear not, my love, 111 soon pacify him. 

Isaac, Egad, you won't — Antonio, take my advice, 
and run away ; this Ferdinand is the most nnmercifol 
dog ! and has the cursedest long sword! — and, upon 
my soul, he comes on purpose to cut your throat. 

Ant. Never fear, never fear, 

Isaac. Well, you may stay if you will ; hut 111 get 
some one to marry me ; for, hy St, lago, he shall 
never marry roe again, while I am master of a pair of 
heels. [Runs out*^ 

Enter Ferdinakd. 

Ferd. So, sir, I have met with you at last. 

Ant. Well, sir. 

Ferd. Base, treacherous man ! whence can a false, 
deceitful soul, like yours, borrow confidence, to ' look 
so steadily on the man you've injured i 

Ant. Ferdinand, you are too warm:— 'tis true you 
find me on the point of wedding one I love beyond 
my life ; but no argument of mine prevailed on her to 
elope — I scorn deceit, as much as you — By Heaven, 
I knew not she had left her father^s, till I saw her. 

Ferd. What a mean excuse ! You have wronged 
your friend then, for one, whose wanton forwardness 
anticipated your treachery — of this, indeed, your jew 
pander informed me ; but let your conduct be con- 
sistent, and since you have dared to do a wrong, fol- 
low me, and show you have a spirit to avoW it. 

Louisa. Antonio, I perceive his mistake — leave him* 
tome. 

Paul. Friend, you are rude, to interrupt the union 
of two willing hearts. 

Fred^ No, meddling priest, the hand, he seeks, is 
mine* 

" G 3 
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; Paul. If. so, nKpi-oceed no further. Lady, did you 
ever promise this youth your hand? » 

. . [To Lo u ISA , who shakes her Head. 

Ferd, Clara, I thank you for.your silence — =1 would 

not have heard your tongue avow such falsity; be'l 

your punishment to remember, I have not reproached 

you^ 

* • ' * 

Enter Clara. 

Clara. What mockery is this ? 
Ferd, Antonio, you are protected now, but we shalt 
meet. 

[Goingy Clara holds one Army and Louisa 
the other. 



DUETT. 

• Louisa. Turn thee round, I pray thee, 

Calm awhile thy rage, 
Clara. I must help to stay thee, 

And thy wrath assuage, 

Louisa. Couldst thou not discover 

One so dear to thee ? 
Clara. Canst thou be a lover y 

And thus Jiy from me ? 

[Both unveil. 

Ferd. How's this! my sister! Clara too — Vm con-, 
founded. 

Louisa. Tis even so, good brother. 

Paul. How ! what impiety 1 Did the man want to 
marry bis own sister ? 

^. Louisa. And am't you ashamed of yourself, not to 
know your own sister? 
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Clara, To drive away your own mistress — 

Louisa, Don't you see how jealousy blinds people ? 

Clarom Ay, and will you ever be jealous again ? 

Ferd, Never — never — you, sister, 1 know will for- 
give me — but how, Glara, shall I presume 

Clara, No, no, just now you told me not to tease 
you — " Who do you want, good Signor }** " Not 
you, not you." Ob, you blind wretch! but swear 
never to be jealous again, and Til forgive you. 
^F^rd, By all — 

*Clara, There, that will do — you'll keep the oath 
just as well. [Gvves her Hand, 

Louisa, But, brother, here is one, to whom some 
apology is due. 

Ferd, Antonio, I am ashamed to think — 

Ant. Not a word of excuse, Ferdinand — I have 
not been in love myself, without learning that a lover's 
Anger should never be resented — but comer- let us 
retire with this good father, and we'll explain to you 
the cause of this error. 

GLEE AND CHORUS. 

Oft does Hymen smile to hear 

Wordy vows offeign'd regard; 
Well he knows when they're sincere : 

Never slow to gvce reward; 
For his glory is to prove 

Kind to those who wed for love* [Exeunt. 
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SCl^E VII. 



A Grand Saloon. 



inter Don Jerome, Servants, and Lopez. 



Jerome. Be sure now let every thing be in the best 
order — let all my servants have on ther merriest faces 
--but tell them to get as little drunk as possible, till 
after supper. So, Lopez, where's your master ? shan't 
we have him at supper } 

Lopez. Indeed, I believe not sir — he's mad, I 
doubt ; I'm sure he has frighted me from him. 

Jerome. Ay, ay, he's after some wench, I suppose; a 
young rake ! Well, well, we'll be merry without him. 

Enter a Servant, 
Serv. Sir, here is Signor Isaac. 

Enter Isaac. 

Jerome. So, my dear 8on-in*law — there, take mv 
blessing and forgiveness, but where's my daughter? 
Where's Louisa ? 

Isaac. She's without, impatient for a blessing, but 
almost afraid to enter. 

Jerome. Oh, fly and bring her in. [Exit Isaac] 
Poor girl, 1 long to see her pretty face. 

Isaac. [WitAout.] Come, my charmer ! my trem- 
bling angel ! 
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Enter Isaac and Duenn a ; Don Jerome runs to meet 

them ; she kneels. 

Jerome, Come to my arms, my — [Starts back^] why 
who the devil have we here ? 

Isaac, Nay, Don Jerome, you promised her for- 
giveness ; see how the dear creature droops! 

Jerome. Droops indeed ! Why, gad take me, this 
is old Margaret — but where's my daughter, where'^ 
Louisa ? 

Isaac. Why, here, before your eyes — ^nay, don't be 
.abashed, n>y sweet wife I 

Jerome. Wife with a vengeance! Why, zounds, you 
have not married the Duenna ! 

Duenna. [Kneeling.] O dear papa ! you'll not dis- 
own me, sure ! 

Jerome. Papa ! papa ! Why^ zounds, your impu- 
dence is as great as your ugliness ! 

Isaac. Rise, my charmer, go throw your snowy 
arms about his neck, and convince him you are 

Duenna. Oh, sir, forgive me! [Embraces him* 

Jerome. Help ! murder! 
. Servants. What's ihe matter, sir? 

Jerome. Why, here, this damned jew, has brought 
ap old harridan to strangle me. 

Isaac. Lord, it is his own daughter, and he is so 
bard hearted he won't forgive her. 

, Enter Antonio and Louisa; they kneel, 

' Jerome. Zounds and fury ! what's here now ? who 
«ent for you, sir, and who the devil are you ? . 

Ant. This lady's husband, sir. 

Isaac, Ay, that he is, I'll be sworn ; for I Jeft them' 
with the priest, and was to have given her away, 

Jerome. You were ? 

J^aac, Ay ; that's my honest friend ^ Antonio ; and 
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that's the little girl, I told you I had hampered him 
with. 

Jerome. Why, you are either drunk or mad — this 
IS my daughter. 

Isaac* No, no ; 'tis you are both drunk and mad, 
I think — here's your daughter. 

Jerome. Harkye, old iniquity, will you explain all 
this or not? 

Ihufina. Come then, Don Jerome, I will — though 
our habits iftight inform you all-^look on your 
daughter, diere, an4 oh me. 
Isaac, Whaf s this I hear } 

Duenna. The truth is, that in your passion thia 
morning, you made a small mistake*; for you turned 
your daughter out of doors, and locked up your hum- 
ble servant. 

Isaac. O lud ! O lud ! here's a pretty fellow to 
tarn his own daughter out of doors, instead of an old 
Duenna. 

Jerome, And, O lud[ O lud ! here's a pretty fel- 
low, to marry an old Duenna instead of my daughter 
•—but how came the rest about ? 

Duenna, I have only to add, that I remained in 
. your daughter's place, and had the good fortune to 
engage the affections of my sweet husband here. 

Isaac. Her husband ! why, you old witch, do you 
think I'll be your husband now! this is a trick, a 
cheat, and you ought all to be ashamed of yourselves. 
Ant, Harkye, Isaac, do you dare to complain of 
tricking — Don Jerome, I give you my word, this cun- 
ning Portuguese has brought all this upon himself^ 
by endeavouring to overreach you, by getting your 
daughter's fortune, without making any settlement in 
return. 

Jerome, Overreach me ! 

Louisa. Tis so, indeed, sir, and we can prove it to 
you. 

JeronU. Why, gad take me, it must be so, or he 
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could never have jput op with such a face as Marga- 
retfs — so, little SoiomoQy I wish you joy of your wife, 
with all my soul. 

LoKtMZ. Isaac, tricking is all fair in love — let you 
alone for the plot. 

Ant. A cunning dog, aren't you ? A sly little vil- 
huD, heh ! 

Louisa. Roguish, perhaps ; but keen^ devilish keen. 

Jerome. Yes^yes; his aunt always called him little 
Solomon. 

Isaac. Why, the plague of Egypt upon you all ! — 
but do you think Til sabmit to such an imposi- 
tion? 

Antonio. Isaac*, one serious word — ^youM better be 
content as you are ; for, believe me, you will find, 
that, in the opinion of the world, there is not a fairer 
subject for contempt and ridicule, than a knave be- 
come the dupe of his own art. 

Isaac. I don't care — I'll not endure this — Don Je- 
rome, 'tis you have done this — you would be so 
cursed positive about the beauty of her you locked 
up, and all the time, I told you she was as old as my 
mother, and as ugly as the devil. 

Duama. Why, you little insignificant reptile \ 

Jerome. That's right — attack him, Margaret. 

Duenna. Dares such a thing as you pretend to talk 
of beauty ? — A walking rouleau ! — a body that seems 
to owe all its consequence to the dropsy ! — a pair of 
eyes like two dead beetles in a wad of brown dough ! 
— a beard like an artichoke, with dry shrivelled jaws, 
that would disgrace the mummy of a monkey ! 

Jerome. Well done, Margaret ! 

Duenna. But you shall know that I have a brother, 
who wears a sword, and if you don't do - me jus« 
tice ■■■■■ 

Isaac. Fire seize your brother, and you too !«— Ill 
fiy to Jerusalem, to avoid you ! 

Duenna. Fly where you will, I'll follow you. 
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. Jerome, Throw your snowy arms about him, Mar- 
garet. [Exeunt Isaac and Duenna.] — But, Louisa, 
are you really married to this modest gentleman ? 

Louisa. Sir, in obedience to your commands, I 
gave bim my hand within this hour. 
. Jerome. My commands! 

Ant. Yes, sir ; here is your consent, under your 
own hand. 

Jerome. How ! would you rob me of my child by a 
trick, a false pretence f and do you think to get her 
fortune by the same means ? Why, 'slife, you are as 
great a rogue as Isaac ! 

. Jnt. No, Don Jerome ; though I have profited by 
this paper, in gaining your daughterly hand, I scorn to 
obtain her fortune by deceit. There, sir. [Gvces a 
Letter.] Now give her your blessing for a dower, and 
all the little^ I possess shall b^ settled on her in re^ 
turn. Had you wedded her to a prince, he could da 
no more. 

Jerome. Why, gad take me, but you are a very 
extraordinary fellow \ But have you the impudence 
to suppose no one can do a generous action but your- 
self ? Here, Louisa, tell this proud fool of yours, that 
he's the only man I know that would renounce your 
fortune ; and, by my soul, he's the only man in Spain 
that's worthy of it — There, bless you both : I'm an 
obstinate old fellow when I'm in the wrong; but you 
shall now find me as steady in the right* 

Enter Ferdinand and Clara. 

Another wonder still ! why, sirrah ! Ferdinand, yon* 
have not stole a nun, have you ? 

Ferd* She is a nun in nothing but her habit, sir — 
look nearer, and you"" will perceive 'tis Clara D'Al- 
manza, Don Guzman's daughter; and, with pardon* 
for stealing a wedding, she is also my wife. 
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Jtrmnt. Gradsbud, and a great fortune! — Ferdn 
Hand, you are a prudent young rogue, and I forgive 
yeu; and, ifecks, you are a pretty little damsel. 
Give your father*in-law a kiss, you smiling rogue. 

Clara, There} old gentleman ; and now mind you 
behave well to us. 

Jercme. Ifecks, those lips haVt been chilled by 
kissing beads — ^'figad, I believe I shall grow the best 
humoured fellow in Spain — Lewis! Sancho ! Carlos ! 
6*ye hear? are all my doors thrown open ? Our chil- 
dren's weddings are ue only holiday :» our age can 
boast ;. and then we drain, with pleasure, the little 
stock of spirits time has left us. [Music 'withm.'] But 
see, here come dur friends and neighbours I t 

EfUer Masquebaders. 

And, i'faith, well make a night on't, with wine, and 
dance, and catches — then old and young shall join 
lis. 

riNALE. 

Jerome; Ccme n&w for jest and smiling^ 
Both old and young beguiling^ 
Let us laugh and plajfy so bit/the and gay. 
Till wc banish care away, 

Louisa* Thtts ctmoiCd with dance and songy 
The hours shall glide alongy 
With a heart at ease^ merry ^ merry glees. 
Can neoerfail to please. 

Ferd. Each bride tdth blushes glowing^ 
Our wine as rosy JUmingy 

I^et us laugh and play^ so blythe and gay^ 
Till we banish care away. 

H 
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Ant Thm-^ealiks to eoayfrimdf 
The mgJkft tepattthaUtnd, 

With a heart tU ttue^ merry ^ merry gkee^ 
Can never fail to pkate, 

Clara. JVbr, whUe we are sojoyousp 
Shdl anxiouifear annoy m. 

Let ut hmgh and f lay ^ eo hiytheandgeof^ 
TiUwe bmnek care axMsy, 

Jerome, l^ar generous gueittf Uhe thme^ 
Accept the with to pieasCf 
Sow^UlaughmMlplay^soblythemidgt^f 
' Your smiles drive care away» 






THE END* 
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REMARKS. 



This comedy appeared on the stage in 1780 ; it 
was extremely attractive for two seasons, and still 
holds a place in the catalogue of those plays, which 
are generally performed every year. 

Its greatest charm is, that it is humorous, with- 
out ever descending to that soi^rce of humour, easy 
of access, and which is placed among characters in 
low life. 

The persons of importance in this drama are all 
elegant, or, at least, well bred ; and, while they ex- 
cite mirth, they create also an interest in their be- 
half, which is -assisted to the end of the piece by 
a variety of forcible and pleasing occurrences. 

The incident, from which the play takes its 
title, is, fierhaps, the least pleasing, and the least 
probable, of any amongst the whole; still, this stra- 
tagem, as the foundation of a multiplicity of others, 
far better conceived and executed, has a claim to 
the toleration of the reader, and will generally ob« 
tain admiration from the auditor, by the skill of the 
actress who imitates a simpleton. < 

The dialogue of this play is very good ; abound<» 

b2 
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ing in excellent satire, with a most perfect descrip- 
tion of the modes and manners of the fashionable 
world. 

If Doricourt should remind the reader of Sir Harry 
Wiidair, or Valentine in " Love for Love," it is the 
only character in the i/vork, that does not appear ori- 
ginal — Sir George and Lady Frances Touchwood, 
are more particularly new than the rest 

The second plot, in which they are the principals, 
is, to many spectators and readers, much more in- 
teresting than the first. It is assuredly more refined 
and more natural^ though neither so bold nor so bril- 
liant. 

. The love of Sir George and his wife is fervent, yet 
reasonable; they are fond, but not. foolish; and with 
a.11 their extreme delicacy of opinions, never once ex- 
press their thoughts, either in ranting, affected, or 
insipid, sentences. 

Lady Frances, being protected at the masquerade, 
delights some auditors, as much as Doricourfs falling 
violently in love there ; and though neither of these 
events, traced through all their meanders, may appear 
strictly within the bounds of likelihood, yet dramatic 
probability is seldom for a moment lost ; which is the 
happy art of alluring the attention of an audience, 
from the observation of every defect, and of fixing it 
^lely upon every beauty which the dramatist dis- 
plays. 

. To explain this remark — who does not scorn that 
romantic passion, which is inflamed to the highest 
drdour, by a few hours ccHiversation with a woman 



REMAEK8. 5 

ivhose face is concealed? And yet, who does not here 
sympathLze with the lover, and feel a strong agitation, 
when Letitia, going to take off her mask, exclaims, in 
a tremulous voice, — *' This is the most awful moment 
of my life f* 

^* The Belle's Stratagem" certainly classes amongst 
modern plays; and yet the mention of powder worn by 
the ladies, their silk gowns, and other long exploded 
fashions, together with the hero's having in Paris 
*^ danced with the Queen of France at a masque* 
rade," gives a certain sensation to the reader, which 
seems to place the work on the honourable list of 
ancient dramas. 

But the period of the last twenty-six years, which 
has produced in the world more wonderful changes, 
in fashions, manners, opinions, and characters, than 
many a century had done' before, has yet preserved 
one illustrious character, named in this play, free 
from alteration ; — And, at the present moment, her 
eulogium is heard in the midst of crowded theatres, 
with all that glow of veneration and love, which 
heretofore it inspired; and which now, more than 
.ever, becomes due to those virtues — which time has 
proved to be steadfast. 
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ViLLERS 
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SCENE— London. 



THIt 



BELLAS STRATAGEM. 



ACT THE FIRST. 



fSCENK I. 



JJncolrCs Inn, 

Enter SA\iiji,Uy followed by a Servakt, at the Top 
qftht Stagey looking roundyOS if' at a Loss. 

Sav, Lincoln's Inn ! — Well, but where to find him, 
now I am in Lincoln's Inn? — Where did he say his 
master was ? 

Serv. He only said, in Lincoln's Inn, sir. 

Sav. That's pretty ! — And your wisdom never in- 
quired, at whose chambers ? 

Serv. Sir, you spoke to the servant yourself. 

Sav. If I was too impatient to ask questions, you 
ought to have taken directions, blockhead! 

Enter Courtall, singings 

Ha, Courtall I — Bid him keep the horses in motion, 
and then inquire at all the chambers round. [Exit. 
Servant.] What the devil brings you to this part of 
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the (own ? — Have any of the long robes handsome 
wives, sisters, or chambermaids ? 

Court. Perhaps they have ; — but I came on a dif- 
ferent errand ; and had thy good fortune brought thee 
here half an hour sooner, I'd have given thee such a 
treat ! ha ! ha ! ha ! 

Sod. I'm sorry I mi||^ it — What was it? 
Court. 1 was informed, a few days since, that my 
cousins Fallow were come to town, and desired ear- 
nestly to see me at their lodgings, in Warwick Court, 
Holborn. Away drove I, painting them all the way as 
80 many Hebes. They came from the furthest part of 
Northumberland, had never been in town, and in 
course, were made up of rusticity, innocence, and 
beauty. 
Sav. Well! 

Court, After waiting thirty minutes, during which 
4here was a violent bustle, in bounced five sallow dam- 
sels, four of them maypoles ; — the fifth, nature, by 
way of variety, had bent in the ^op style — But they 
all opened at once, like hounds on a fresh scent — ;" Oh, 
cousin Courtall ! — How do you do, cousin Courtall ? 
— Lord, cousin, I am glad you are come! We want 
you to go with us to the Park, and the plays, and the 

opera, and Almack's, and all the fine places !" 

The devil, thought I, my deal's, may attend you, for I 
am sure I won't. — However, I heroically stayed an 
hour with them, and discovered the virgins were all 
come to town, with the hopes of leaving it — wives:— 
their heads full of knight-baronights, fops, and adven- 
tures. 

Sao. Well, how did you get off^ 
Court, Oh, pleaded a million engagements. — How- 
ever, conscience twitched me, so 1 breakfasted with 
them this morning, and afterwards 'squired them to 
the gardens here, as the most private place in town ; 
and then took a sorrowful leavq^ complaining of my 
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hard, hard fortune, that obliged me to set off imme* 
diately for Dorsetshire — Ha! ha! ha! - 

Sav, I copgratulate your escape — Courtall at Al- 
mack's, with five aukward country cousins ! — Ha ! ha I 
ha ! — Why, your existence, as a man of gallantry, 
could never have survived it. 

Court, Death and fire ! ha^ they come to town, 
like the rustics of the last age, to see Paul's, the lions, 
and t)ie waxwork — ^at their service; but the cousins of 
our days, come up ladies — ^aod, with the knowledge 
they glean from magaeines and pocket-books, fine 
ladies; — laugh at the bashfulness of their grand mo- 
vers, and boldly demand their entrees into the fiiist 
circles. 

Sav, Come, give me some news. 

Court, Oh, enough for three gazettes ! — ^The ladies 
are going to petition for a bill, that, during the war, 
every man may be allowed two wives. 

Sav. Tis impossible they should succeed, for the 
majority of both houses know what it is to have 
one. 

Court. But, prythee, Saville, how came you to 
town, whilst all the qualified gentry are shooting in 
ihe country ? 

Sav, I came to meet my friend Doricourt, who, you 
know, is lately arrived from Rome. 

Court. Arrived ! yes, Yaithf and has cut us all out ! 
— His carriage;, his liveries, his dress, himself, are the 
rage of the day 1 His first appearance set the whole ton 
in a ferment, and his valet is b^ieged by levies of tai- 
lors, habit makers, and other ministers of fashion, to 
gratify the impatience of their customers, for becom- 
ing d la mode de Doricourt^^VsLy^ the beautiful Lady 
Frolic^ f other night, with two sister countesses, in- 
sisted upon his waistcoat for muffs ; and their snowy 
arms, now bear it in triumph about town, to the 
beart-rending affliction of all our beaux gargons I 
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Sm>. Indeed! Well, those little ^llantries will soon 
be over — he's on the point of marriage. 

Court Marriage ! Doricourt on the point of mar- 
riage ! 'tis the happiest tidings you could have given, 
aext to his being hanged. — Who is the bride elect ? 

Sao. I never saw her ; but 'tis Miss Hardy, the rich 
heiress— The match was made by the parents, and the 
courtship began on their nurse s knees ; master used to 
crow at miss, and miss used to chuckle at master. 

Court. Oh, then by this time, they care no more 
for each other, than I do for my country cousins. 

Sod, I don't know that; they have never met isince 
thus high ; and so, probably, have some regard for 
each other. ' 

Court, Never met ! — Odd ! 

Sav. A whim of Mr. Hardy's; he thought his 
daughter's charms would make a more forcible im- 
pression, if her lover remained in ignorance of them, 
till his return from the Continent, 

Enter Saville's Servant. 

Sere, Mr. Doricourt, sir, has been at Counsellor 
Pleadwell's, tod gone about five minutes. 

[Exit Servant. 

Sav, Five minutes — Zounds ! I have been five mi- 
nutes too late all my lifetime! Good morrow, 

Courtall — I must pursue him. ' [Going, 

Court. Promise to dine with me to-day ;— I have 
some honest fellows. [Going off on the opposite Side, 

Sav. Can't promiser---perhaps I may. Sec there, 

there's a bevy of female Patagonians, coming down 
upon us. 

Court. By the lord, then, it must be my strapping 
cousinsr— 1 dare not look behind me — Run, man, run ! 

[Exit on the same Side» 
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SCENE II. 



A Hall at DoaicouaT's. 



Enter l^OKTEUf several foreign Sebvants, ondTtoo 

Tradesmen. 

The Porter takes one of them Aside. 

Tradesm.' Well then, you have show'd us all ? 

French. All, en vSritiy Messieurs! you €Pvez seen 
every dog. — Seroiteur — servite%ar — [Exeunt Trades- 
men.] Ah^ here comes one oti^re curious EnglishmaOi 
and dat's one autre guinea povr moi. 

Enter Sayille. 

AUonSf Monsieur 9 disway; I will show you tings, such 
tings you never see, begar, in England ! — Velvets by 
Le Mosse — suits cut by Verdue — trimmings by Gros- 
seite — embroidery by Detanville— — 

Sav. Puppy ! where is your master ? 

Port. Zounds ! you chattering frog-eating dunder* 
head, can't you see a Gentleman ? — ^Tis Mr. Saville. 

French, Monsieur Saville 1 Je suis mart depeur. — 
Ten tousand pardons ! Excusez man erreur^ and per** 
4nit me you conduct to Monsieur Doricourt; he. be 
too h{^[>py d wms voir. [Exeunt^ 
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8CEKE III. 

An Apartment at DoricouivtV. 

Enter Doricourt. 

Doric. [Speaking to a Servant behind.^ I shall be 
too late for St. James's ; bid him come immediately^ 

Enter Frenchman and Saville. 

French. Moiisieur Saville. [EanV Frenchman. 

Doric. Most fortunate! — My dear Saville, let the 
warmth of this embrace speak the pleasure of my 
heart. 

Sav. Well, this is some comfort, after the scurvy 
reception I met with in your hall. — I prepared my 
mind, as 1 came up stairs, for a bonjoury a grimace^ 
and an adieu. 

Doric. Why so ? 

Sav. Judging of the master, from the rest of the fa* 
mily. — What the devil is the meaning of that flock of 
foreigners below, with their parchment faces, and 
snuffy whiskers?— What ! can't an Englishman stand 
behind your carriage, buckle your shoe, or brush your 
coat? 

Doric. Stale, my dear Saville, staled—Englishmen 
make the best soldiers, citizens, artizans, and philo- 
sophers, in the world ; but the very worst footmen. 

Sav. I may as well give it up — You had always the 
art of placing your faults in the best light ; and I can't 
help loving you, faults and all : 90 to start a subject 
which must please you — When do you expect Miss 
Hardy? 
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Doric, Oh, the hour of expectation is past-r~She is 
arrived, and I this morning had the honour of an in- 
terview at Pleadwell's. The writings were ready : and, 
in obedience to the will of Mr. Hardy, we met to sign 
and seal. 

Scpo, Has the event answered ? Did your heart leap 
or sink, when you beheld your mistress? 

Doric. 'Faith, neither one nor t'other : — she's a fine 
girl, as far as mere flesh and blood goes. — But 

Sav. But what ? 

Doric. Why, she's only a fine girl ; — complexion^ 
shape, and features, — nothing more. 

Sav. Is not that enough ? 

Doric. No — she should have spirit ; fire ! Voir en* 
joue ! that something, that nothing, which every body 
feels, and which nobody can describe, in the resistless 
charmers of Italy and France. 

Sav. Thanks to the parsimony of my father, that 
kept me from travel ! I would not have lo&t my relish 
for true unaffected English beauty, to have been 
quarrelled for by all the belles of Versailles and Flo^ 
rence. 

Doric. Pho ! thou hast no taste! — English beauty ! 
'tis insipidity : it wants the zest, it wants poignancy, 
Frank ! Why, I have known a Frenchwoman, indebted 
to nature for no one thing, but a pair of decent eyes, 
reckon in her suite, as many counts, marquises, and 
petits maitres, as would satisfy three dozen of our 
first-rate toasts. I have known an Italian Marquizina 
make ten conquests in stepping from her carriage; 
an4 carry her slaves from one city to another, whose 
real intrinsic beauty would have yielded to half the 
little grisettes that pace your Mall on a Sunday, 

Sav. And has Miss Hardy nothing of this ? 
■ Doiic. If she has, she was pleased to keep it to 
herself. I was in the room half an hour, before I could 
catch the colour of her eyes; and every attempt to 
draw her into conversation, occasioned so cruel an 

c 
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embaiYBSsnietit, that 1 was reduced to the necessity 
of news, French fleets, and Spanish captures, with her 
father. 

Sav» So, Miss Hardy, with only beauty, modesty, 
and merit, is doomed to the arms of a husband who 
will despise her. 

Doric, You are unjust-*~Though she has not in- 
spired me with violent passion, my honour secures 
her felicity. 

Sav. Come, come, Doriqourt, you know very well, 
that when the honour of a husband is locum-tenenB 
for his heart, his wife must be as indifferent as himself, 
if she is not unhappy. 

Doric. Pho ! never moralise without spectacles. — 
But, as we are upon the tender subject, how did you 
bear Touchwood's carrying Lady Frances? 

SfVD, You know I never looked up to her with 
hope ; and Sir George is every way worthy .of her. 

Doric. A la mode Angloise^ a philosopher, even in 
love. 

S(jpD, Come, I detain you>^you seemed dressed at 
all points, and of course have an engagement. 

Doric. To St. James's. — I dine at Hardy's, and ac- 
company them to the masquerade in the evening — bBt 
breakfast with me to-morrow, and we'll talk of our old 
companions — for I swear to you, Saville, the air of 
the Continent has not eflkced one youthful prejudice 
or attachment. 

Sav. With an exception to the ease of ladies and 
servants, 

Doric. True ; there 1 plead guihy : — -but I have 
never yet found any man, whom I t:ou Id cordially take 
to my heart, and call friend, who was not bom be* 
neath a British sky, and whose heart and manners 
were not truly £nglish. 

[Exeunt DoRicovRT one? Saville. 
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SCENE IV. 

Am Apartment a# Mm. Habdy's. 

ViLLERS seated on a Svfof reading. 

Enter Flutver. 

Flut. Ha> Viilers, have you seen Mrs. Rackett? — 
Miss Hardy, 1 find, is out. 

VilL I have not seen her yet. I have made a voy« 
Rge to Lapland since I came. [Flinging away the Eook.\ 
A lady at her toilette is as difficult to be moved, as a 
Quaker. [Yaiummg^ What events have happened in 
the world since yesterday 7 have you heard f 

Flut* Oh, yes; ( stopped at Tattersali's, as I cama 
by, and there 1 flound Lord James Jessamy, Sir Wil- 
liam Wilding, and Mr. . But, now I think 

on% you shan't know a syllable of the matter ; for I 
have been informed you never believe above one half 
of what I say. 

VilL My dear fellow, somebody has imposed upon 
you most egregiously! Half! Why, I never believe 
one. tenth part of what you say : that is according to 
the plain and literal expression ; but, as ) understand 
you, your intelligence is amusing. 

Flut, That's very hard now, very hard. I never 
related a falsity in my life, unless 1 stumbled at it by 
mistake ; and if it were otherwise, your dull matter- 
of-fact people are infinitely obliged to those warn^ 
imaginations, which soar into fiction to amuse you ; 
for, positively, the common events of this little dirty 
wqrld are not worth talking about, unless you embel- 
lish them ! — -Ha ! here comes J^lrs. Rackett : Adieu 
to weeds, I see ! All life ! 

c a 
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Enter Mas. Rackett. 

Enter, madaniy in all your charms ! Villers has been 
abusing your toilette, for keeping you so long; but I 
think we are much obliged to it, and so are you. 

Mrs. R. How so, pray ? Good-morning t'ye both. 
Here, here's a hand a-piece for you. 

[Tkeif kiss her Hands. 

Flut. How so ! Because it has given you so many 
beauties. 

' Mrs. R. Delightful compliment! What do you 
think of that, Viiliers ? 

Ft//. That he and his compliments are alike- 
showy, but won't bear examining. So you brought 

Miss Hardy to town last night f 

Mrs. R. Yes, I should have brought her before, 
but I had a fall from my horse, that confined me a 
week. — I suppose in her heart she wished me hanged 
& dozen times an hour. 

Flut. Why? 

Mrs. R. Had she not an expecting lover in town 
all the time f She meets him this morning at the law- 
yer's. — I hope she'll charm him ; she's the sweetest 
girl in the world. 

Vill. Vanity, like murder, will out — You have 
convinced me you think yourself more charming. 

Mrs. R. How can that be ? 

Vill. No woman ever praises another, unless she 
thinks herself superior in th« very perfections she aU 
lows. 

Flut. Nor no man ever rails at the sex, unless he 
is conscious he deserves their hatred. 

Mrs. R. Thank ye, Flutter — I'll owe ye a bouruet 
for that. I am goiiig to visit the new -married Lady 
Frances Touchwood. — Who knows her husband ? 

Flut. Every body. 

Mrs. R. Is there not something odd in his charac- 
ter f 
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Ft//. Nothing, but that he is passionately fond of 
his wife ; — and so petulant is his love, that he opened 
the cage of a favourite bullfinch, and sent it to catch 
butterflies, because she rewarded its sang with her 
kisses. 

Mrs, R, Intolerable monster! Such a brute de- 
serves 

ViU, Nay, nay, nay, nay, this is your sex now. 

Give a woman but one stroke of character, off she 
goes, like a ball from a racket ; sees the whole man, 
marks him down for an augel or a devil, and so exhi- 
bits him to her acquaintance* — This monster ! this 
brute J is one of the worthiest fellows upon earth ; sound 
sense, and a liberal mind ; but dote^ on his wife to 
such excess, that he quarrels with ev^ thing she ad-^ 
mires, and is jealous of her tippet and iu)segay. 

Mrs,,R. Oh, less love for me, kind Cupid! I can 
. see no difference belween the torment of such an af- 
fection, and hatred. 

Flut, Oh, pardon me, inconceivable difference, in- 
conceivable ; I see it as clearly as your bracelet. In 
the one case the husband would say, as Mr. Snapper 
9aid 'tother day. Zounds ! madam, do you suppose 
that my table, and mjf house, and my pictures! — 
Apropos, des Bottes: — There was the divinest Plague of 
Athens sold yesterday at Langford's ! the dead 6gures 
80 natural, you would have sworn they had been alive. 
Lord Primrose bid five hundred — Six, said Lady Car- 
mine — A thousand, said Ingot the Nabob. — Down 
went the hammer. — A rouleau for your bargain, said 
Sir Jeremy Jingle. And what answer do you think 
Ingot made him ? 
. Mrs, R. Why took the offer, 

Flut. Sir, I would oblige you, but I buy this pic- 
ture to place in the nursery : the children have already 
got Whittington and his Cat ; 'tis just this size, and 
they'll make good companions. 

c 3 
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Mrs. R. Ha ! ha ! ha ! Well^ I protest that's just 
the way now — the Nabobs and their wives outbid one 
at every sale, and the creatures have no more taste — 
ViU, There again ! You forget this story is told by 
Flutter, who always remembei's every thing but the 
circumstances and the person he talks about ; — ^'twas 
Ingot who offered a roukau for the bargain, and Sir 
Jeremy Jingle who made the reply. 

FhU, Egad, 1 believe you are right ^Well, the 

story i^ as good one way as t'other, you know. Good 
morning. I am going to Mrs. Crotchet's concert, 
and in my way back shall make my bow at Sir 
George's. [Gmtf^. 

VilL Fll venture every figure in your tailo?s bill, 
you make some blunder there. 

Flut* [Turning back,'] Done ! my tailor's bill has 
not been paid these two years; and I'll open my mouth 
^ith as much care as Mrs. Bridget Button, who wears 
cork plumpers in each cheek, and never hazards more 
than six words, for fear of showing them. 

[£xi/ Flutter. 

Mrs. JR. Tis a goodnatured insignificant creature ! 

let in every where, and cared for no where. — ^There's 

Miss Hardy returned from Lincoln's Inn : — she seems 

rather chagrined. 

Vill. Then I leave you to your communications. 

Enter L^titia^ followed by her Maid^ 

Adieu ! I am rejoiced to see you so well, madam ! 
but I must tear myself away. 

Ijetit. Don't vanish in a moment, 

Vill. Oh, inhuman ! you are two of the most dan- 
gerous women in town — Staying here to be cannon- 
aded by four such eyes, is equal to a rencofitre with 
Paul Jones, or a midnight march to Omoa!— They'll 
»wallow the nonsei^se, for the sake of the compliment. 

[Aside. — £jn/ViLLERs. 
Lftit. [Gives her Cloak to her Maid.J Order Du 
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Quesne never more to come again; he shall positively 
'dress my hair no more. [Exit Maid.] And this odious 
silk, how unbecoming it is ! — I was bewitched to chuse 
it. [Throtoing herself on a Chair, and looking in a Pocket 
Glass, Mrs. Rackett staring at herJ] Did you ever 
see such a fright as I am to-day, 

Mrs, R, Yes, I have seen you look much worse. 
Leiit, How can you be so provoking ? If I do not 
look this morning worse than ever I looked in my life, 
I am naturally a fright. You shall have it which 
way you will. 

mrs, R. Just as you please ; but pray what is the 
meaning of all this? 

Letit. [Rising,] Men are all dissemblers, flatterers, 
deceivers ! Have I not heard a thousand times of my 
air, my eyes, my shape — all made for victory ! and 
to-day, when I bent my whole heart on one poor con** 
quest, I have proved that all those imputed charms 
amount to nothing ; — for Doricourt saw them un*- 
inoved. — A husband of fifteen months coujd not have 
examined me with more cutting indifference. 

Mrs. R, Then you return it like a wife of fifteen 
months, and be as in<liiferent as he. 

Letit. Ay, there's the sting! The blooming boy, 
who left his image in my young heart, is at four and 
twenty improved in every grace that fixed him there. 
It is the same face that ray memory, and my dreams, 
constantly painted to me; but its graces are finished, 
and every beauty heightened. How mortifying, to 
feel myself at the same moment 4iis slave, and an ob- 
ject of perfect indifference to him ! 

Mrs. R. How are you certain that was the case ? 
Did you expect him to kneel down before the lawyer, 
his clerks, and your father, to make oath of your 
beauty } 

Letit. No ; but he should have looked as if a sudr 
den ray had pierced him ! he should have been breathr 
less ! speechless ! for, oh ! Caroline, all this was I ! 
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Mrs. R, I am sorry you was such a fool. Cain you 
expect a man, who bas courted and been courted by 
half the fine women in Euiopo, to feel like a gir! from 
a boarding-school? He is the prettiest fellow you 
have seen, and in course bewilders your imagination; 
but he has seen a million of pretty women, child, be- 
fore he saw you ; and his first feelings have been over 
long ago, 

Letit. Yoiir raillery distresses me; but I will touch 
his heart, or never be his wife. 

Mrs, R, Absurd, and romantic! If you have no 
reason to believe bis heart pre-engaged, be satisfied ; 
if he is a man of honour, you'll have nothing to com- 
plain of. 

Ze^tV. Nothing to complain of! Heavens ! shall I 
marry the man I adore, with such an expectation as 
that. 

Mrs. R And when you»have fretted yourself pale, 
my dear, you'll have mended your expectation greatly. 

Letit, [Pausing,"] Yet I have one hope. If there 
is any power whose peculiar care is faithful love, that 
power I invoke to aid me. 

Enter Mr. Hahdy. 

Hardy. Well, now; wasn't I right? Aye, Letty! 
Aye, Cousin Rackett ! wasn't I right? I knew 'twould 
be so. He was all agog to see her before he went 
abroad ; and, if he had, he'd have thought no more 
of her face, may be, than his own. 

Mrs. R, May be not half so much. 

Hardy. Ay, may be so , — but I see into things ; ex- 
actly as I foresaw, to-day he fell desperately in love 
with the wench, he! he! he ! 

Letit. Indeed, sir! how did you perceive it? 

Hardy. That's a pretty question ! How do I per- 
ceive every thing? How did I foresee the fall of com, 
«nd, the rise of taxes ? How did I know, that if w« 
quarrelled with America, Norway deals would be 
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dearer f How did I foretel that a war would sink the 
funds ? How did I forewarn Parson Homily, that if 
he didn't some way or other contrive to get more votes 
than Rubric, he'd lose the lectureship ? How did I 

But what the devil makes you so dull, Letitia ? 

I thought to have found you popping about, as brisk 
as the jacks of your harpischord, 

Letit. Surely, sir, it was a very serious occasion. 

Hardy. Pho, pho ! girls should never be grave bc- 
Ibre marriage. How did you feel, cousin, beforehand? 
Ay. 

Mrs, R. Feel ! why exceeding full of cares. 

Hardy* Did you ? 

Mrs. R. I could not &leep, for thinking of my coach, 
my liveries, and ray chairmen ; the taste of clothes I 
should be presented in, distracted me for a week ; and 
whether I should be married in white or lilac, gave 
me the most cruel anxiety. 

Letit, And is it possible that you felt no other 
care ? 

• Hardy, And pray, of what sort may your cares be, * 
Mrs. Letitia ? I begin to foresee now that you have tak* 
en a dislike to Doricourt. 

Letit. Indeed, sir, I have not. 

Hardy. Then what's all this melancholy about f 
An't you a going to be married ? and what's more, to 
a sensible man? and, what's more to a young girl, to 
a handsome maii f And what's all this melancholy for, 
I say ? 

Mrs. R. Why, because he is handsome and sensi* 
ble, and because she's over head and ears in love with 
him; all which, it seems, your foreknowledge had not 
told you a word of. - . 

Letit. Fie, Caroline ! 

Hardy. Well, come, do you tell me what's the mat-, 
ter then ? If you don't like him, hang the signing and 
sealing, he shan't have ye : — and yet I can't say that 
neither; for you know that estate, that cost his father 



2^ THE belle's STRATAGSir. [aCT I* 

and me upwards of fourscore thousand pounds, must 
go all to him if you won't have him: if he won't have 
you, indeed, 'twill be all yours. All that's clear, en« 
grossed upon parchment, and the poor dear man set 
his hand to it whilst he was dying. — "*' Ah V said I, I 
foresee you'll never live to see them come together; 
but their 6rst son shall be christened Jeremiah, after 
you, that I promise you/' But come, I say, what 
is the matter ? Dou't you like him ? 

Letit, I fear, sir — if 1 must speak — I fear I was less 
agreeable in Mr. Doricourt's eyes, than he appeared 
in mine. 

Hardy, There you are mistaken ; for I asked him, 
and he told me he liked you vastly. Don't you think 
he must have taken a fancy to her f 

Mrs, IL Why really 1 think so, as I was not by. 
Letit J My dear sir, 1 am convinced be has not ; 
l)ut if there is spirit or invention in woman, he shall. 
Hardy. Right, girl ; go to your toilett e - 
Letit. It is not. my toilette that can serve me : but 
a plan has struck me, if you will not oppose it, which 
flatters me with brilliant success. 
'Hardy, Oppose it ! Not I indeed ! What is it? 
Letit, Why, sir — it may seem a little paradoxical ; 
but, as he does not like me enough, I want him to 
like me still less, and will at oar next interview en- 
deavour to heighten his indifference into dislike. 
Hardy. Who the devil could have foreseen that ? 
Mrs. R, Heaven and earth ! Lecitia, are you seri- 
ous? 

Ijetit, As serious as the most important business of 
my life demands. 

Mrs. R, Why endeavour to make him dislike you? 
Letit. Because 'tis much easier to convert a senti- 
ment into its opposite, than to transform indifference 
into tender passion. 

Mrs. R. That may be good philosophy, but I am 
afraid you'll find it a bad maxim. 
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Letit. I have the strongest confidence in it, I am 
inspired with unusual spirits, and on this hazard wil- 
lingly stake my chance for happiness. I-am impatient 
to begin my measures. [Emt Letitia, 

Hardy ^ Can you foresee the end of this, cousin ? 

Mrs, K. No, sir; nothing less than your penetra- 
tion can do that, I am sure ; and I can't stay now 
to consider it. I am going to call on the Ogles, and 
then to Lady Fi-ances Touchwood's, and then to an 
auction, and then — I don't know where — but I shall 
be at home time enough to witness this extraordinary 
interview. Good-b'ye. [Exit Mrs. Rackett. 

• Hardy. Well, 'tis an odd thing — I can't understand 
it — but I foresee Letty will have her way, and so I shan't 
give myself the trouble to dispute it. 

[Exit Hardt. 



ACT THE SECOND. 



scEir^ I. 

Sir Georoe Touchwood's. 

Enter Doricourt and Sir George. 

Doric, Married, ha ! ha! ha! you, whom I heard 
in Paris say such things of the sex, are in London a 
fnarried man. 

Sir G. The sex is still what it lias ever been since 
la petite morale ^ banished substantial virtues; and ra* 
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ther than have given my name to one of your high- 
bred fashionable dames, Td have crossed the line in a 
fireship, and married a Japanese. 

Doric, Yet you have married an English beauty; 
yea, and a beauty born in high life. 

Sir G, True ; but she has a simplicity oPheart and 
manners, that would have become the fair Hebrew 
damsels toasted by the Patriarchs. 

Doric, Ha ! ha 1 Why, thou art a downright matri- 
monial Quixote, ^y life on'tshe becomes as mere a 
town lady in six months, as though she had been bred 
to the trade. 

Sir G,. Common — common — [Contemptuously.'] No, 
sir, Lady Frances despises high life so much fVom the 
ideas I have given her, that she'll live in it like a sa- 
lamander in fire. 

Doric, ril send thee oflf to St. Evreux this night, 
drawn at full length, and coloured after nature. 

Sir G. Tell him, then, to add to the ridicule, that 
Touchwood glories in the name of husband ; that he 
has found in one Englishwoman more beauty than 
Frenchmen ever saw, and more goodness than French- 
women can conceive. 

Doric. Well — enough of description. Introduce me 
to this phoenix ; I came on purpose. 

Sir G. Introduce ! — oh, ay, to be sure ! — I believe 
Lady Frances is engaged just now-^but another time. 
— How handsome the dog looks to-day ! [Aside. 

Doric. Another time ! — but I have no other time,— 
'Sdeath ! this is the only hour I can command this 
fortnight. 

Sir G. [Aside,"] I am glad to hear it, with all my 
soul! — So then, you can't dine with us to-day^? That's 
very Unlucky. ' , 

Doric, On, yes — as to dinner — ^yes, I can I believe, 
contrive to dine with you to-day, 

5frG. Pshaw! I didn't think on what I was say- 
ing ; I meant supper.— You cjin't sup with us ? 
1 
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Doric, Why, supper will be rather more convenient 
than dinner. — But you are fortunate — if you had 
asked me any other night, I could not have come. 

Sir G. To-night ! — Gad, now I recollect, we arc 

particultkrly engaged to-night. But to-morrow 

night-; 

Doric. Wy^ lookye, Sir George, 'tis very plain yo« 
have no inclination to let me see your wife at all ; so 
here I sit. [Throws himself on a Sofa.} — ^There's my 
hat, and' here are my legs — Now 1 sha'n't stir till I 
have seen ber ; and I have no engagements : Fll break- 
fast, dine, and sup with you, every day this week. 

Sir G. Was there ever such a provoking wretch ! — 
But, to be plain with you, Doricourt,,! and my house 
are at your service : but you are a damned agreeable 
fellow; and the woman, I observe, always simper 
when you appear. For these reasons, I had rather, 
when Lady Frances and I are together, that you 
should forget that we are acquainted, further than a 
nod, a smile, or a how d'ye? 

Doric. Very well. 

Sir G. It is not merely yourself, in propria persona^ 
that I object to ; but, if you are intimate here, youll 
make my house still more the fashion than it is ; and 
it is already so much so, that my doors are of no us^ 
to me. I married Lady Frances, to engross her to 
myself; yet such is the blessed freedom of modem 
manners, that, in spite of me, her eyes, thoughts, and 
conversation, are continually divided amongst alf the 
flirts and coxcombs of fashion. 

Doric, To be sure, 1 confess that kind of freedom 
is carried rather too far. 'Tis hard one can't have a 
jewel in one's cabinet, but the whole town must be 

gratified with its lustre. He sha'n't preach me out 

of s^ing his wife, though. [Aside, 

Sir G. Well, now, that's reasonable. When you 
take time to reflect, Doricourt, I always observe you 
decide right ; and therefore I hope — 
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Ent^r a Servant. 



Serv. Sir, my lady desires- 



Sir G, I am particularly engaged. 
Doric. Oh, lord, that shall be no excuse in the 
world. [Leaping from the Sofa,] Lead the way, John. 
— I'll attend your lady. 

[Exit y following the Servant. 
Sir G. What devil possessed me to talk about her ! 
Here, Doricourt! [Running after him.'] Dori- 
court ! 

Enter Mrs. Rackett and Miss Ogle, followed by a 

Servant. 

Mrs, R, Acquaint your lady, that Mrs. Rackett 
and Miss Ogle are here. [Exit Servant. 

MiM 0. I shall hardly know Lady Frances, 'tis so 
long since I was in Shropshire. 

Mrs, R, And Til be sworn, you never saw her out 
of Shropshire. — Her father kept her locked up with 
his caterpillars and shells ; and loved her beyond any 
thing — but a blue butterfly, and a petrified frog! 

Miss 0. Ha! ha 1 ha ! — Well, 'twas a cheap way of 
breeding her : — ^you know, he was very poor, though 
a lord; and very high spirited, though a virtuoso. — 
In town, her Pantheons, operas, and robes de cotir, 
would have swallowed his sea weeds, moths, and mon- 
sters, in six weeks ! Sir George, I find, thinks his 

wife a most extraordinary creature : he has taught 
her to despise every thing like fashionable life, and 
boasts that example will have no effect on hen 

Mrs. R. There's a great degree of impertinence in 
all that. — rU try to make her a fine lady, to humble 
him. 

Miss 0. That's just the thing I wish. 
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Enter Lady Frances. 

Lad^ F. I beg ten thousand pardons, my dear Mrs* 
Rackett. — Miss Ogle, I rejoice to see you : I should 
have come to you sooner, but 1 was detained in Con- 
versation by Mr. Doricourt. 

Mrs, R. Pray, make no apology ; I am quite hap- 
py that we have your ladyship in town at last. — What 
stay do you make ? 

Ladjf F, A short one ! Sir George talks with regret 
of the scenes we have left ; and, as the ceremony of 
presentation is over, will, I believe, soon return. 

Miss 0. Sure, he can't be so cruel : Does your 
ladyship wish to return so soon ? 

Lady F. I have not the habit of consulting my own 
wishes ; but, I think, if they decide, we shall not re- 
turn immediately. I have yet hardly formed an idea 
of London. 

Mrs. R. I shall quarrel with your lord and master, 
if he dares' think of depriving us of you so soon. How 
do you dispose of yourself to-day ? 

Ladtf F. Sir George is going with me this morning 
to the mercer's, to chuse a silk ; and then— ■ — 

Mrs. R. Chuse a silk for you ! — Ha! ha! ha! Sir 
George chuses your laces too, I hope ; your gloves, 
and your pincushion's ! 
Lady Jr. Madam ! 

Mrs. R, I am glad to see you blush, my dear Lady 
Frances. These are strange homespun ways ! If you 
do these things* pray keep them secret. Lord bless 
us ! If the town should know your husband chuses 
your gowns ! 

Miss 0. You are very young, my lady, and have 
been brought up in solitude. The maxims you learnt 
among wood nymphs, in Shropshire, won't pass cur* 
rent here, I assure you. 

Mrs. R. Why, my deai; creature, you look quite 
frightened — Come, you shall go with us to an exhibit 
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tion and an auction. — Afterwards, we'll take a turn in 
the Park, ahd then drive to Kensington ; so we shall 
be at home by. four, to dress; and, in the evening, I'll 
axtend you to Lady Brilliant's masquerade. 

Lady F, I shall be very happy to be of your party, 
if Sir George has no engagements. 

Mrs* R, What ! Do you stand so low in your own 
opinion, that you dare not trust yourself without Sir 
George? If you chuse to play Darby and Joan, my 
dear, you should have stayed in the country ; — 'tis an 
exhibition not calculated for London, I assure you. 

Miss 0, What, I suppose, my lady, you and Sir 
George will be seen pacing it comfortably round the 
Canal, arm and arm, and then go lovingly into the 
same carriage^ dine tete-dy-tete, spend the evening at 
picquet, and so go soberly to bed at eleven ! — Such a 
snug plan may do for an attorney and his wife ; but, 
for Lady Frances Touchwood, 'tis as unsuitable as 
linsey-woolsey, or a black bonnet at the Festinoi 

Lady F. These are rather new doctrines to me ! — 
But, my dear Mrs. Raci^ett, you and Miss Ogle must 
judge of these things better than I can. As you ob- 
serve, I am but young, and may have caught absurd 
opinjons.--'-Here is Sir George ! 

Enter Sir George. 

Sir G. [Aside^ 'Sdeath, another room full! 

Lady F. My love ! Mrs. Rackett and Miss Ogle^ ^ 

Mrs. R, 'Give you joy. Sir George. — We came to 
rob you of Lady Frances for a few hours. 

Str G. A few hours ! 

Lady F. Oh, yes ! I am going to an exhibition, 
and an auction, and the Park, and Kensington, and a 
thousand places ! — It is quite ridiculous, I find, for 
married people to be always together. — We shall be 
laughed at ! 

Sir G. I am astonished! — Mrs. Raqkett; what doef 
the dear creature meaa? 
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Mrs. R, Mean, Sir George! — What she says, I 
imagine. 

Miss O. Why, you know, sir, as Lady Frances had 
the misfortune to be bred entirely in the country, 
sh^ cannot be supposed to be versed in fashionable 
life. 

Sir G. No ; Heaven forbid she should I — If she 
had, madam, she would never have been my wife ! 

Mrs. R. Are you serious? 

Sir G. Peirfectly so. — I should never have had the 
courage to have married a.well-bred fine lady. 

Miss 0. Pray, sir, what do you take a fine lady to 
be, that you express such fear of her ? [Sneeringly, 

Sir G. A being easily described, madam, as she is 
Been every where, but in her own house. She sleeps 
at home, but she lives all over the town. In her 
mind i^very sentiment gives place to the lust of con- 
quest, and the vanity of being particular. The feel- 
ings of wife and mother, are lost in the whirl of dis- 
sipation. If she continues virtuous, 'tis by chance — 
and, if she preserves her husband from ruin, 'tis by 
her dexterity at the card table! — Such a woman I 
take to be a perfect fine lady I 

Mrs. R. And you I take to be a slanderous cynic 
of two and thirty. — Twenty years hence, one might 
have forgiven such a libel ! — Now, sir, hear my defi- 
nition of a fine lady: — She is a creature for whom 
nature has done much, and education more ; she has 
taste, elegance, spirit, understanding. 16 her manner 
the is free, in her morals nice. Her behaviour is un- 
distinguishingly polite to her husband, and all man- 
kind; — her sentiments are for their hours of retirement. 
In a word, a fine lady is the life of conversation, the 
spirit of society, the joy of the public! — Pleasure 
follows wherever she appears, and the kindest wishes 
attend her slumbers. — Make haste, then, my dear Lady 
Frances, commence fine lady, and force your hus- 
band to acknowledge the justness of my picture* 

d3 



so THE belle's stratagem. [aCT II. 

Lady F, I am sure 'tis a delightful one. How can 
vou dislike it, Sir George \ You painted fashionable 
life in colours so disgusting, that I thought I hated 
it; but, on a nearer view, it seems charming. I 
have hitherto lived in obscurity; 'tis time that I should 
be a woman of the world. I long to begin ; — my 
heart pants with expectation and delight ! 

Mrs. R. Come, then ; let us begin directly. I am 
impatient to introduce you to that society, which you 
were born to ornament and charm. 

Lady F, Adieu, my love ! — ^We shall meet again at 
dinner. [Going. 

Sir G. Sure, I am in a dream Fanny ! 

Lady F. [Returning.] Sir George ? 

Sir G. Will you go without me ? 

Mrs. R. Will you go without me! — Ha! ha! ha! 
what a pathetic address ! Why, sure, you would not 
always be seen, side by side, like two beans upon a 
stalk. Are you afraid to trust Lady Frances with me, 
sir? 

Sir G. Heaven and earth ! with whom can a 'man 
trust his wife, in the present state of society ? Formerly 
there were distinctions of character amongst ye: 
every class of females had its particular description ; 
grandmothers .were pious, aunts discreet, old maids 
censorious I but now, aunts, grandmothers, girls, and 
maiden gentlewomen, are all the same creature; — a 
wrinkle more or less is the sole difference between ye. 

Mrs. R. That maiden gentlewomen have lost their 
censoriousness, is surely not in your catalogue of 
grievances. 

Sir G. Indeed it is — and ranked amongst the mosi 
serious grievances. — Things went well, madam, when 
the tongues of three or four old virgins kept all the 
wives and daughters of a parish in awe. I'hey were 
the dragons, that guarded the Hesperian fruit; and I 
wonder they have not been obliged, by act of parlia- 
ment, to resume their function. 
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Mrs. R. Ha! ha! ha! and pensioned, I suppose, 
for making strict inquiries into the lives and conver- 
sations of their neighbours. 

■ Sir G. With all my heart, and empowered to 
oblige every woman to conform her conduct to her 
real situation. You, for instance, are a widow ; your 
air should be sedate, your dress grave, your deport- 
ment matronly, and in all things an example to ths 
young women growing up about you ! — Instead of 
which, you are dressed for conquest, think of nothing 
but ensnaring hearts ; are a coquette, a wit, and a 
fine lady. 

Mrs, H. Bear witness to what he says ! A coquette, 
a wit, and a fine lady ! Who would have expected an 
eulogy from such an illnatured mortal ! — ^Valour to a 
soldier, wisdom to a judge, or glory to a prince, is 
not more than such a character to a woman. 

Miss 0, Sir George, I see, languishes for the charm- 
ing society of a century and a half ago ; when a grave 
'squire, and a still graver dame, surrounded by a sober 
family, formed a stiff group, in a mouldy old house, 
in the comer of a park. 

Mrs. R. Delightful serenity ! Undisturbed by any 
noise but the cawing of rooks, and the quarterly rum- 
bling of an old family coach on a state visit ; with the 
happy intervention of a friendly call from the parish 
apothecary, or the curate's wife. 

Sir G. And what is the society of which you boast? 
— a mere chaos, in which ail distinction of rank is 
lost in a ridiculous affectation of ease, and every dif- 
ferent order of beings huddled together, as they weie 
before the creation. In the same select party, you 
will often find the wife of a bishop and a sharper, 
of an earl and a fidler. In short, 'tis one universal 
masquerade, all disguised in the same habits and maa^ 
ners. 
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Enter a Sex, v ant. 

Serv. Mr. Flatten [Exit Seevant. 

Sir G. Here comes aii illustration. Now, I defy 
you to telly from his appearance, whether Flutter is 
a privy counsellor or a mercer, a lawyer or a grocer's 
'prentice. 

Enter Flutter. 

Flut. Ob, just which you please. Sir George ; so 
you don't make me a lord mayor. Ah, Mrs. Rackett ! 
Lady Frances, your most obedient; you look — 
now hang me, if that's not provoking ! — ^had your 
gown been of another colour, I should have said the 
prettiest thing you ever heard in your life. 

Mi$s O. Pray, give it us. 

FbU, I was yesterday at Mrs. Bloomer's. She was 
dressed all in green ; no other colour to be seen but 
that of her face and bosom. So, says I, My dear Mrs. 
Bloomer ! you look like a carnation just bursting from 
its pod. 

SirG. Wasn't that pretty? And what said her 
husband ? 

FliU, Her husband ! Why, her husband laughed, 
-and said, a cucumber would have been a better si- 
mile. 

Sir G, But there are husbands, sir, who would 
rather have corrected than amended your compari- 
son ; I, for instance, should consider a man's compli* 
menting my wife as an impertinence. 

Flut, Why,. what harm can there be in coropli* 
ments f Sure they are not infectious ; and, if they 
were, you, Sir George, of all people breathing, have 
reason to be satisfied about your lady's attachment ; 
every body talks of it : that little bird there, that she 
-killed out of jealousy, the most extraordinary in- 
stance of affection thas ever was given. 

Ladjf F, I kill a bird through jealousy ! Heavens ! 
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Mr. Flutter, how can you impute such a cruelty to 
me? 

Sir G, I could have forgiven you, if you had. 
- Flut, Ohy what a blundering fool ! — No, no— now 
I remember — 'twas your bird, Lady Frances — that's 
it, your bullfinch, which Sir George, in one of the 
refinements of his passion, sent into the wide world 
to seek its fortune. — He took it for a knight in dis* 
guise. 

Lady F.W\i possible! Oh, Sir George, could I 
have imagined it was you, who deprived me of a crea- 
ture I was so fond of I* 

SirG. Mr. Flutter, you are one of those bu^y, idle, 
meddling people, who, from mere vacuity of mind, 
are the most dangerous inmates in a family. .You 
have neither feelings nor opinions of your own ; but, 
like a glass in a tavern, bear about those of every 
blackhead who gives you his; — and, because you mean* 
•no harm, think yourselves excused, though brok;en 
friendships, discords, and murders, are the cpnse* 
•quences of your indiscretions* 

Flttt, [Takifig out his Tablets^] Vacuity of mind ! — 
What was next? I'll write down this sermon; ^tis the 
£rst I have heard since my grandmother's funeral* 

Miss 0. Come, Lady Frances, you see what a cruel 
creature your loving husband can be ; so let us leave 
him. 

Sir G. Madam, Lady Frances shall not go. 

Ladp F, Shall not. Sir George ! — ^This is the first 
time such an expressiour — — \JVeejmg, 

. Sir G. My love ! my life ! 

Lady F. Don't imagine I'll be treated like a child ! 
denied what I wish, and then pacified with sweet 
words. 

Miss 0. [Apart ^ The bullfinch !. thafs an excel- 
lent subject ; never let it down. 

Lady F, I see plainly you would deprive me of 
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every pleasure, as well as of my sweet bird — out of 
pure love! — Barbarous man! 

Sir G. Tis well, madam ; — your resentment of that 
circumstance proves to me, what I did not before 
suspect, that you are deficient both in tenderness and 
understanding— ^Tremble to think the hour approaches, 
in which you would give worlds for sucK a proof of 
my love. Go, madam, give yourself t^ the public ; 
abandon your heart to dissipation, and see if, in the 
scenes of gaiety and folly that await you, you can 
find a recompense for the lost affection of a doting 
husband. [Exit Sir George* 

Flui, Lord, what a fine, thing it is to have the gift 
of speech ! I suppose, Sir George practises at Coach* 
makers' Hall, or the 01ack Horse in Bond Street. 

Ladtf F, He is really angry ; I cannot go. 

Mrs, R, Not go ! Foolish creature ! you are arrived 
at the moment which, some time or other, was sure to 
happen, and every thing depends on the use you make 
of it. 

Miss 0, Come, Lady Frances, don't hesitate ;•*— 
the minutes are precious. 

Lady F. I could find in my heart ! — ^and yet I 
won't give up neither. — If J should in this instance, 
lie'il expect it for ever. 

[Exeunt Lady Frawces and Mrs. Rackett. 

Miss 0. Now you act like a woman of spirit. 

[Exit. 
- Flut. A fair tug, by Jupiter — between duty and plea- 
sure ! — Pleasure beats, and off we go, To triumphe ! 

[Exit. 
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An Auction Room. Bwtif FktureSy <$c 

Enter Silvertongue, with Company, Puefehs, ^c. 

1 Jjody, Heyday, Mr. Silvertongue ! what, nobody 
here ! 

Silv. Ob, my lady, we shall have company enough 
in a trice ; if your carriage is seen at my door, no 
other will pass it, I am sure. 

1 Lady. Familiar monster ! \Atide!\ Thaf s a beau- 
tiful Diana, Mr. Silvertongue ; but, in the name of 
wonder, how came Actaeon to be placed on the top 
of a house } 

Silv. That's a David and Bathsheba, ma'am. 

1 Lady. Oh, I crave their pardon ! — I remember 
the names, but know nothing, of the story. 

Enter more Company. 

1 Gent. Was not that Lady Frances Touchwood, 
coming up with Mrs. Rackett ? 

2 Gent. I think so ;— yes, it is, 'faith. Let us go 

nearer. 

Enter Lady Frances, Mes. Rackew, and Miss 

Ogle. 

3 Gent. Any thing worthy notice to-day ? 

Silv. Yes, sir, this is to be the first lot :— the mo* 
del of a city, in wax. 

2 Gent. The model of a city! What city? 

Sih. That I have not been able to discover; but 
call it Rome, Pekin, or London, 'tis still a city ; youll 
find in it the same jarring inteiests, ihe same passkms. 
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the same virtues, and the same viceS| whatever th« 
name. 

[Ladt Frances and Miss Ogle come for^ 
wardf followed 6y Co u rt a l l. 
Ladj/ F, I wish Sir George was here. — ^This man 
follows me about, and stares at me in such a way, 
that I am quite uneasy. 

Miss 0. He has travelled, and is heir to an immense 
estate ; so he is impertinent by patent*' 

Court, You are very cruel, ladies. Miss Ogle — ' 

you will not let me speak to you. As to this little 

scornful beauty, she has frowned me dead fifty time^. 

Ladi/ F, Sir — I am a married woman. [Cor^usecL 

Court, A married woman! a good hint. [Jsidcl 

Twould be a shame if such a charming woman was 

not married. But I see you are a Daphne just come 

from your sheep, and your meadows ; your crook, 

and your waterfalls. Pray, now, who is the happy 

Damon, to whom you have vowed eternal truth and 

constancy ? 

Miss 0. Tis lady Frances Touchwood, Mr. Court- 
all, to whom you art speaking. 

Court, Lady Frances I By Heaven, that's Saville's 
old flame. [Aside,] I beg your ladyship's pardon. I 
ought to have believed, that such beauty could belong 
only to your name — a name I have long been ena- 
moured of; because I knew it to be that of the finest 
woman in the world. 

[Mrs, Rackbtt comes forward. 
Lady F, [Apart,] My dear Mrs. Rackett, I am so 
frightened ! Here's a man making love to me, though 
he knows I am married. 

Mrs, R, Oh, the sooner for that, my dear ; don't 
mind him. — Was you at the^Cassino last night, Mr. 
Courtall } 

Court, I looked in.*~*'Twas impossible to stay. No* 
body there but antiques. You'll be at Lady Bril- 
liant's to-night, doubtless ? 



^CBKB II.] THE belle's STRATAGEM. 37 

Mr$. R. Yes, I go with Lady Frances. 

Lady F, Bless me ! I did not know this gentleman 
was acquainted with Mrs. Rackett. — I behaved so 
rude to him ! [To Miss Ogle. 

Mrs. R» Come, ma'am; [Loofew^ at her Watch. 1 
'tis past one. I protest, if we don't fly to Kensington, 
we shan't find a soul there. 

Lady F. Won't this gentleman go wit^ us ? 

Court. [Looking surprised.] To be sure; you make 
me happy, madam, beyond description. 

Mrs. R. Oh, never mind him — he'll follow. 

[Exeunt Lady Faakces, Mrs. Rackett, and 
Miss Ogle. 

Court. Lady Touchwood, with a vengeance ! But 
^tis always so ; your reserved ladies are like ice, 'egad I 
— no sooner begin to soften, than they melt ! 

[Following^ 



ACT THE THIRD, 



SCENE I. 



Mr. Hardt's. 



Enter Letitia and Mrs. Rackett. 

Mrs. R. Come, prepare, prepare; your lover is 
coming. 

Letit, My lover ! confess, now, that my absence at 
<linner w^ a severe mortification to him. 
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Mrs, R. I can't absolutely swear it spoiled his ap- 
petite ; he ate as if he was hungry, and drank bis wine 
as though he liked it. ■ 

Lttit, What was the apology ? 
Mrs.R. That you were ill;— but I gave him a 
hint, that your extreme bash fulness could not support 
his eye. 

Letit, If I comprehend him, aukwardness and 
bashfulness are the last faults he can pardOn in a wo- 
man ; so expect to see me transformed into the veriest 
maukin. 
' Mrs. R. You persevere then ? 

Letii. Certainly. I know the design is a rash one, 
and the event important ; — it either makes Doricourt 
-mine by all the tenderest ties of passion, or deprives 
me of him for ever ; and never to be his wi£e, will af- 
.flict me less than to be his wife, and not be beloved. 

Mrs. R. So you won't trust to the good old maxim, 
— " Marry first, and love will follow ?" 

Letit. As readily as I would venture my last gui- 
nea, that good fortune might follow. The woman, 
that h^LS not touched the heart of a man, before he 
lead/i her to the altar, has scarcely a chance to charm 
it. When possession and security turn their powerful 
arms against her.- — But here he comes — I'll disappear 
for a moment. Don't spare me. [Exit Letitia. 

Enter Doricourt— 7io^ seeing Mrs. Rackett. 

Doric. So ! [Looking at a Picture.] this is my mis- 
tress, I presume. — Mafoi! the painter has hit her off 
— ^The downcast eye — the blushing cheek — timid — 

apprehensive — bashful A tear and a prayerbook, 

would have made her La Bella Magdalma-r 

■ Give me a woman, in whose touching mien 
A mind, a soul, a polish'd art is seen ; 
' Whose motion speaks, whose poignant air can move; 
Such are the darts, to wound with endless love. 
4 
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Mrs, jR. Is that an impromptu? 

[Touching him on the Shoulder with her Fan. 

Doric. [Starting.l Madam ! [Aside.'\ Finely caught! 
— Not abisolutely — it strtidk me during the desert, as 
a motto for your picture. 

Mrs.R, Gallantly turned! — I perceive, however, 
Miss Hardy's charms have made no violent impression 
on you. — And who can wonder? — the poor girl's de- 
fects are so obvious. 

Doric. Defects! 

Mrs, R. ^Merely those of education. Her fa- 
ther's indulgence ruined her. — Mauvaise hon^e — con* 
ceit and ignorance — all unite in the lady you are to 
marry. 

Doric, Marry! I marry such ia woman! — Your 
picture, I hope, is overcharged. — I marry mctwvaise 
honte, pertness and ignorance I 

Mrs^ R, Thank your stars, that ugliness and ill- 
temper are not added to the list. —You must think her 
handsome ? 

Doric, Half her personal beauty would content 
me; — but could the Medicean Venus be animated for 
me, and endowed with a vulgar soul, I should become 
the statue, and my heart transformed to marble. 

Mrs.R: Bless us! We are in a hopeful way, 

then! 

Doric. [Jside.] There must be some envy in this. 
—-I see she is a coquette — Ha ! ha !,ha ! And you ima- 
gine I am persuaded of the truth of your character? 
ha ! ha ! ha ! Miss Hardy, I have been assured, madam, 

is elegant and accomplished but one must allow 

for a lady's painting. 

Mrs, R. [Aside.] I'll be even with him for that. Hal 
ha! ha ! and so you have found me out ! — ■ — Well, I 
protest, I meant no harm ; 'twas only to increase the 
iclat of her appearance, that 1 threw a veil over her 

charms. Here comes the lady :— her elegance and 

accomplishments will a'nnounce themselves. 

£2 
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Enter Letitxa, running. 



Letit, La, cousin, do you know, that our John 

Oh, dear heart ! — I didn't see you, sir. 

[Hanging down her Head, and dropping behind 
Mrs. Rackett. 

Mrs. R, Fie, Letitia — Mr. Doricourt thinks you a 
voman of elegant manners. Stand forward, and con- 
firm his opinion. 

Letit, No, no ; keep before me. — He's my sweet- 
heart ; and 'tis impudent to look one's sweetheart in 
the face, you know. 

Mrs. R, You'll allow in future for a lady's paint- 
ing, sir — Ha! ha! ha! 

Doric, I am astonished ! 

Letit. Well, hang it, I'll take heart — Why, he is 
but a man, you know, cousin — and I'll let him see, I 
wasn't born in a wood, to be scared by an owl. [Half 
apa/rt; advances^ and looks at him through her Fingers.] 
He !^ he ! he ! [Goes up.to him, and makes a very st^^for- 
tnal Courtesy — He bows.'\ — You have been a great tra- 1 
veller, sir, I hear. 

Doric. Yes, madam. 

Letit. Then I wish you'd tell us about the fine 
sights you saw when you went over-sea — I have read 
in a book, that there are some countries, where the 
men and women are all horses. — Did you see any of 
them? 

Mrs.R. Mr. Doricourt is not prepared, my dear, 
for these inquiries — he is reflecting on the import- 
ance of the question, and will answer you — when he 
can. 

Letit. Wlien he can ! Why, he's as slow in speech, 
a&«unt Margery, when she's reading Thomas Aqui- 
nas ; — and stands gaping, like mumchance. 

Mrs. JR. Have a little discretion. 

Letit. Hold your tongue! — Sure^ I may say what I " 



\ I 



0^ 



.'VlG 



^' 



JUClr^l 



h«» I '^ v»* 



SCENE I.] THE BEILe's ST&ATAOElf • 41 

please before I am married, if I can't afterwards 

D'ye think a body does not know how to talk to a 
sweetheart — He is nof the first I have had. 

Doric. Indeed! 

Letit. Oh, lud, he speaks ! — Why, if yoii must 

know — there was the curate at home When papa 

was a hunting, he used to come a suitoring, and make 
speeches to me out of books — Nobody knows, what a 
mort of fine things he used to say to me— and call me 
Venis, and J u bah, and Dinah. 

Doric. And pray, fair lady, how did you answer 
him? 

Letit. Why, I used to say, Look you Mr. Curate, 
don't think to come over me with your flira*flams, foi: 
a better man than ever trod in your shoes, is coming 
over-sea to marry me— But, 'ifags, I begin to think, I 
was out. — Parson Dobbins was the sprightfuller man 
of the two. , 

Doric, Surely, this cannot be Miss Hardy ? 

Letit. Laws, why, don't you know mc ? — You saw 
me to-day — but 1 was daunted before my father, and 
the lawyer, and all them ; and did not care to speak 
out — so, may be, you thought I couldn't— -but I can 
talk as fast as any body, when 1 know folks a little — 
And now 1 have shown my parts, I hope you'll like 
me better. 

Enter Hardy. 

Hardy. I foresee this won't do Mr, Doricourt, 

may be, you take my daughter for a fool, but you 
are mistaken — she's as sensible a girl as any in Eng- 
land. 

Doric, I am convinced, she has a very uncommon 
understanding, sir. — \A8ide.'\ I did not think he had 
been such an ass ! 

Letit, My father will undo the whole.-— Laws, papa, 
how can you think he can take me for a fool ; — when 

e3 
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every body knows, I beat the Totecary at conaQ- 
drums, last Cbristmas-time? — And didn't I make a 
string of names, all in riddles, for the Lady's Diary f 
— ^Tbere was a little river, and a great bouse — that was 
Newcastle. — ^There was what a lamb says, and three 
letters — that was Ba^ and A:-e-r, ker, baker. — Ther* 
was 

Hardy. Don't stand ba-a-ing there — youll make 

me mad in a moment 1 tell you, sir, that for all 

that, she's dev'lish sensible. 

Doric, Sir, I give all possible credit to your asser- 
tions. 

Letit, Laws, papa, do come along. If you stand 
•watching, bow can my sweetheart break bis mind, 
and tell me how he admires me? 

Doric, That would be difficult, indeed, madam. 

Hardy, 1 tell you, Letty, Til have no more of this. 
— I see well enough 

Letit, Laws, clon't snub me before my husband — 
that is to be. — You'll teach him to snub me too — and, 
I believe, by his Ipoks, he'd like to begin now. So let 
us go — cousin, you may tell the gentleman, what a 
genius I have — how 1 can cut watch papers, and 
work catgut — make quadrille baskets with pins, and 
take profiles in shade — ay, as well as the lady at No. 
62, South Moulton Street, Grosvenor Square. 

[Exeunt Hardy <md Letitia. 

Mrs, R, What think you of my painting now ? 

Doric, Oh, mere water colours^ madam — ^Thelady 
has caricatured your picture. 

Mrs, R. And how does she strike you on the 
whole? 

Doric, Like a good design, spoiled by the incapa- 
city of the artist. Her faults are evidently the result 
of her father's weak indulgence. I observed an ex- 
pression in her eye, th^t seemed to satirise the folly 
of her iips. 
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Mrs.R,' But at her age, when education is iixed^ 
and manner becomes nature, hopes of improvement — 

Doric, Would be absurd — Besides, I can't turn 
schoolmaster — Doricourt's wife must be incapable 
of improvement — but it must be, because she's got be- 
yond it. 

Mrs* R: I am pleased your misfortune sits no 
heavier. 

Doric. Your pardon, madam — so mercurial was 
the hour in which I was born, that misfortunes always 
go plump to the bottoDi of my heart, like a pebble in 
water, and leave ihe surface unruffled. 1 shall cer- 
tainly set off for Bath, or the other world, to-night — 
but whether I shall use a chaise, with four swift 
coursers, or go off in a tangent — from the aperture of 
a pistol, deserves consideration — so I make my adieus, 

[Going. 

Mrs. R. Oh, but! intreatyou, postpone your jour- 
ney till to-morrow — determine on which you will — 
you must be this night at the masquerade. 

Doric, Masquerade! 

Mrs. R, Why not ?; If you resolve to visit the 

other world, you may as well take one night's pleasure 
first in this, you know. 

Doric. 'Faith, that's very true; — l^ies are the best 
philosophers after all — Expect me at the masquerade. 

[Exit DORICOURT. 

Mrs. R. He's a charming fellow — I think Letitia 
shan't have him. — [Going. 

Enter Hardy. 

Hardy. What's he gone ? 

Mrs, R. Yes ; and I am glad he is — You would 
have ruined us! — Now, I beg, Mr. Hardy, you won't 
interfere in this business; it is alittleout of youf way. 

[Exit Mrs. Rackett. 

Hardy. Hang me, if I don't though— I foresee very 
clearly, what will be the end of it, if I leave you to 
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yourselves ; so Fll e'en follow him to the masquerade, 

and tell him all about it. — Let me see -what sha^U 

my dress be — A great mogul? No— A grenadier? 

No — ^no — that, I foresee, would make a laugh ^ 

Hang me, if I don't send to my favourite little Quick^ 
and borrow his Jew Isaac's dress — I know the dog 
likes a glass of good wine ; so 111 give him' a bottle of 

my forty-eight, and he shall teach me Ay, that's 

it — I'll be cunning little Isaac — If thfey complain of 
my want of wit, I'll tell them, the cursed Duenna 
wears the breeches, and has spoilt my parts. 

[Exit Hardv. 



SCENE II. 

Courtall's. 

Enter Couiitall, SATiLLE,a7ii T^rec Gentlemen, 
from an Apartment in the Back Scene — The last 
Three tipsey. 

Court. You shan't go yet Another catch, and 

another bottle. 

1 Gent. May I be a bottle, and an empty bottle, if 
you catch me at that ! — Why, I am going to the mas- 
querade. Jack ^, you know M^ho I mean, is to 

meet me, and we are to have a leap at the new lustre. ' 

2 Gent. And I am going to — ^a pilgrim — \Hickups,'\ 

Am not I in a pretty pickle for a pilgrim? And 

Tony, here — he is going in the disguise — in the dis- 
guise — of a gentleman ! 

1 Gent^ We are all very disguised — so bid them 
draw up— D ye hear ! ' 

[Exeunt the Three Gentlemen. 

Sa;o. Thy skull, Courtall, is a lady's thimble:— no, 
an egg shelh > 



SCSKE II.] TBE BBZiLe's STRATAGEM; 45 

Court. Nay, then you are gone too : you never as- 
pire to similes, but in your cups. 

Sav, No, no ; I am steady enough — but the fumes 
of the wine pass directly through thy egg-shell, and 

leave thy brain as cool as Hey ! I am quite sober ; 

my similes fail me. 

Court. Then well sit down here, and have one so^ 
ber bottle. • • 

Enter Dice. 

Bring a bottle and glasses. • [Exit Dick. 

Sav. rU not swallow another drop; no, though the 
juice should be the true Falernian. 

Court. By the bright eyes of her you love, you shall 
drink her health. 

Enter Dick with Bottle and Glasses y and exit, 

Sav. Ah! [Sitting down.] Her I loved is gone — 
[Sighing.] — She's married ! 

Court. Then bless your stars you are not her hus- 
band ! I would be husband to no woman in Europe, 
who was not dev'lish rich, and dev'lish ugly. 

Sav. Wherefore ugly ? 

Court. Because she could not have the conscience 
to exact those attentions that a pretty wife expects; or, 
if she should, her resentments would be perfectly easy 
to me, nobody would undertake to revenge her cause. 

ScFV. Thou art a most licentious fellow ! 

Court. I should hate my own wife, that's certain ; 
but I have a warm heart for those of other people ; 
and so here's to the prettiest wife in England — Lady 
Frances Touchwood. 

Sav. Lady Frances Touchwood ! I rise to drink her. 
[Drinks.] How the devil came Lady Frances in your 
head ? I never knew you give a woman of chastity 
before. 

Court. That's odd, for you have heard me give half 
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the women of &shion in England. — But, pray now, 
what do you take a woinan of chastity to be? 

[Sneeringli/, 

Sav. Such a woman as Lady Frances Touchwood, 
sir. 

Court, Oh, you are grave, sir; I remember you was 
an adorer of hers-r-Why didn*t you marry her ? 

Sav. I had not the arrogance to look so high. — Had 
my fortune been worthy of her, she should not have 
been ignorant of my admiration. 

Court, Precious fellow ! Wdat, I suppose you would 
not dare tell her now that you admire her? 

Sav. No, nor you. 

Court, By the lord, I have told her so. 

Sav, Have ? Impossible ! 

Court, Ha! ha ! ha! — Is it so? 

Sav, How did she receive the declaration ? 

Court. Why, in the old way; blushed, and frowned, 
and said, she was married. 

Sav. What amazing things thou art capable of I I 
could more easily have taken the Pope by the beardi 
than profaned her ears with such a declaration. 

Court, I shall meet her at Lady Brilliant^s to-night, 
where 1 shall repeat it ; and Td lay my life, under a 
mask, shell hear it all without blush or frown. 

Sav, [Ruing.] 'Tis false, sir! — She won't. 

Court. She will ! [Rising,] Nay, Til venture to lay 
a round sum, that I prevail on her to go out with me 
only to taste the fresh air, I mean. 

Sav, Preposterous vanity ! From this moment I 
suspect that half the victories you have boasted are 
false and slanderous as your pretended influence with 
Lady Frances. 

Court. Pretended ! — How should such a fellow as 
you, now, who never, soared beyond a cherry-cheeked 
daughter of a ploughman in Norfolk, judge of thetn^ 
flucnce of a man of my figure and habits? i could 
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show thee a list, in which there are names to shake 
thy faith in the whole sex? — and, to that list I have 
BO doubt of adding the name of Lady 

Sav. Hold, sir ! My ears cannot bear the profana- 
tion ; — ^you cannot — <iar« not, approach her ! — For 
your soul you dare not mention love to her! Her look 
would freeze the word, whilst it hovered on thy licen- 
tious lips. 

Court. Whu! whu ! W6ll, we shall see — this even- 
ing* by Jupiter, the trial shall be made. — If I fail — I 
fail. 

Sav. I think thou dar'st not ! But my life, my ho- 
nour on her purity. [Exit Saville. 

Court. Hot-headed fool! But since he has brought 
it to this point, by gad I'll try what can be done with 
her ladyship — [Musing — Rings.l — She's frost-work, 
and the prejudices of education yet strong: ergo, pas- 
sionate professions will only inflame her pride, and 
put her on her guard, For other arts then ! 

Enter Dick. 

Dick, do you know any of the servants at Sir George 
Touchwood's? 

• Dick. Yes, sir; I knows the groom, and one of the 
house-maids ; for the matter o' that, she's my own 
coushi; and it was my mother that helped her to th« 
place. 

Court. Do you know Lady Frances's maid? 

JDick. I can't say as how I know she. 

Court. Do you know Sir George's valet ? 

Dick. No, sir; but Sally is very thick with Mr. 
Gibson, Sir George's gentleman. 

Court. Then go there directly, and employ Sally to 
discover, whether her master goes to Lady Brilliant's 
this evening ; and, if he does, the name of the shop 
that sold his habit. 

Dick. Yes, sir. 
• Court. Be exact in your intelligence, and come to 
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me at fioodle's. [Exit Dick.] If I cannot otherwise 
succeed, Til beguile her as Jove did Alcmena, in the 
shape of her husband. The possession of so fine a 
woman-^the triumph over Saville, are each a sufficient 
motive ; and united, they shall be resistless. 

[Exit Courtall. 



SCENE III. 

The Street. 

Enter Saville. 

Sav. The air has recovered me ! What have I been 
doing ! Perhaps my petulance may be the cause of 
her ruin, whose honour I asserted : his vanity is'piqued ; 
— and where women are concerned, Courtall can be 
a villain. 

Enter Dick. — Bows, and passes hastily. 

Ha ! that's his servant !- Dick ! 

pick, [Returning.'] Siri! 

Sav, Where are you going, Dick ? 

Dick, Going! lam going, sir, where my ma.stec 
sent me. 

Sav, Well answered ; — but I have a particular rea- 
son for my inquiry, and you must tell me. 

Dick, Why then, sir, I am going to call upon a 
cousin of mine, that lives at Sir George Touchwood's. 

Sav. Very well. — ^There, [Crives him Money,'] you 
must make your cousin drink my health. — What aro 
you going about ? 

Dick* Why, sir, I believe 'tis no harm, or elseways 
I am sure I would not blab. — I am only going to ax 
if Sir George goes to the masquerade to-night, and 
what dress he wears. 

Sctv, Enough ! Now, Dick, if you will call at my 
lodgings in your way back, and acquaint me with your 
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cousin's intelligence, I'll double the trifle I have given 
you. 

Dick, Bless your honour, Til call never fear. 

[Exit OicK. 

Sav. Surely the occasion may justify the means: — 
tis doubly my duty to be Lady Frances's protector. 
Courtall, I see, is planning an artful scheme; but Sa- 
ville shall out-plot him. . [Exit Savili^b. 

SCENE IV. 

Sir George Touchwood's. 

Enter Sir George and Villers. 

' VUL For shame. Sir George I you have left Lady 
Frances in tears. — How can you sufflict her ? 

Sir G. Tis I that am afflicted ; — my dream of hap- 
piness is over— Lady Frances and I are disunited. 

ViU. The devil ! Why, you have been in town but 
ten days : she can have made no acquaintance for a 
Commons ai&ir yet. 

Sir G, Pho ! tis our minds that are disunited : she 
no longer places her whole delight in me ; she has 
yielded herself up to the world ! 

ViU. Yielded herself up to the world ! Why did 
you not bring her to town in a cage ? Then she might 
nave taken a peep at the world ! — But, after all, what 
has the world done ? A twelvemonth since you was 
the gayest fellow in it : — If any body asked who dres- 
ses best ? — Sir George Touchwood. — Who is the most 
gallant man ? Sir George Touchwood. — Who is the 
most wedded to amusement and dissipation? Sir 
Geor&e Touchwood ? And now Sir George is meta- . 
morphosed into a sour censor ; and talks of fashion- 
able life with as much bitterness as the old crabbed 
fellow in Rome. 

Sir G. The moment I became possessed of such a 
jewel as Lady Frances, every thing wore a different 

E 
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complexion ; that society in which I lived with so much 
iclaty became the object of my terror ; and I think of 
the manners of polite life as I do of the atmosphere of 
a pest-house. — My wife is already infected ; she was 
set upon this moaning by maids, widows, and bache- 
lors, who carried her off in triumph, in spite of my dis- 
pleasure. 

ViU. Ay, to be sure ; theYe would have been no 
triumph in the case, if you had not opposed it : — but 
I have heard the whole story from Mrs. Rackett ; and 
I assure you, Lady Frances didn't enjoy the morning 
at all ;- —she wished for you fifty times. . 

Sir G. Indeed ! Are you sure of that ? 
, VilL Perfectly sure. 

Sir G. I wish 1 had known^t: my uneasiness 

at dinner was occasioned by very different ideas. 

VilL Here then she comes,' to receive your apology ; 
but if she is true woman, her displeasure will rise in 
proportion to your contrition ; — and till you grow 
careless about her pardon, she won't grant it : — ^how- 
ever, I'll leave you. — Matrimonial duets are seldom 
set in the style 1 like. [Exit Villers. 

Enter Ladt Frances. 

Sir G. The sweet sorrow that glittersin these eyes, 
I cannot bear [Embracing her,} Look cheerfully, you 
rogue. 

Lady F. I cannot look otherwise, if you are pleased 
with me. 

Sir G. Well, Fanny, to-day you made your entree 
in the fashionable world; tell me honestly the impres- 
sions you received. 

Lady F. Indeed, Sir George, I was so hurried from 
place to place, that I had not time to find out what 
my impressions were. 

Sir G. That's the very spirit of the life you have 
phosen. 

Lady F, Every body about me seemed happy—. 
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but every body seemed in a hurry to be happy some- 
where else. 

Sir G. And you like this ? 

Lady F: One must like what the rest of the world 
likes. 

Sir G. Pernicious maxim ! 

Lady F. But, my dear Sir George, you have not 
promised to go with me to the masquerade. 

Sir G. 'Twould be a shocking indecorum to be 
seen together, you know. 

Lady F. Oh, no ; I asked Mrs. Rackett, and she 
told me we might be seen together at the masquerade, 
— without being laughed at. 

SirG. Really ? 

Lady F, Indeed, to tell you the truth, I could wish 
it was the fashion for married people to be insepara- 
ble : for I have more heartfelt satisfaction in fifteen 
minutes with you at my side, than fifteen days of 
amusement could give me without you. 

Sir G. My sweet creature ! How that confession 
charms me . — Let us begin the fashion. 

Lady F. O, impossible ! We should not gain a 
single proselyte ; and you can't conceive what spite- 
ful things would be said of us. — At Kensington to-day 
a lady met us, whom we saw at court, when we were 
presented ; she lifted up her hands in amazement ! — 
Bless me ! said she to her companion, here's Lady 
Frances, without Sir Hurlo Thrumbo ! — My dear Mrs. 
Rackett, consider what an important charge you 
have ! for Heaven's sake take her home again, or some 
enchanter on a flying dragon will descend and carry 

her off Oh, said another, I dare say Lady Frances 

has a clue at her heel, like the peerless Rosamond : 

her tender swain would never have trusted her 

so far without such a precaution. 

Sir G. Heaven and earth !~How shall innocence 
preserve its lustre, amidst manners so corrupt ! 

F 2 
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Enter Gibson. 

Crib. Your honour talked, I thought, something 
about going to the masquerade } 

SirG. Well. 

Gib. Hasn't your honour ? — I thought your honour 
had forgot to order a dress. 

Lady F. Well considered, Gibson. Come, will 

you be jew, turk, or heretic ; a Chinese Emperor, of 
a ballad-singer : a rake, or a watchman ? 

Sir G. Oh, neither, my love ; I can't take the trou- 
ble to support a character. 

Lady F. You'll wear a domino then: — I saw a 
pink domino trimmed with blue, at the shop where I 
bought my habit. Would you like it? 

Sir G. Any thing, any thing. 

Lady F. Then go about it directly, Gibson. — A 
pink domino, trimmed with blue — Come, you have 
not seen my dress yet — it is most beautiful ; I long 
to have it on. [ExewiU 



ACT THE FOURTH, 



SCENE U 



A Masquerade. 



4 Paett dancing Cotillions in front — a Variety of 
Characters pass and repass. 

Mountebank. Who'll buy my nostrums? who'll buy 
my nostrums ? Here's a powder for projectors— 'twill 
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rectify the fumes of an empty. stomach, dissipate their 
airy castles, and make them dream of heef and pud- 
ding. 

Enter Hardy, in the Dress of Isaac Mendoza. 

Hardy. Why isn't it a shame to see so many stout, 
v^ell-built young fellows, masquerading, and putting 
ccfurantds here at home — instead of making the French 
cut capers to the tune of your cannon — or sweating 
the Spaniards with an English Fandango ? — 1 foresee 
the end of all this. 

Mask. Why, thou little testy Israelite ! back to 
Duke's Place; and preach your tribe into a subscrip- 
tion for the good of the land on whose milk and honey 
ye fatten. — Where are your Joshuas and your Gideons, 
aye f What ! all dwindled into stockbrokers, pedlars, 
and rag-men ? 

Hardy. No, not all. Some of us turn christians^ 
and by degrees grow into all the privileges of English- 
men ! In the second generation we are patriots, rebels, 
courtiers, and husbands. 

[Puts his Fingers to kis Forehead. 

Two other Masks advance. 

3 Mask. What, my little Isaac 1- How the devil 

came you here i Where's your old Margaret ? 

Hardy. Oh, I have got rid of her. 

3 Mask. How ? 

Hardy. Why, 1 persuaded a young Iiishman that 
she was a blooming plump beauty of eighteen; so ihey 
made an elopement, hia ! ha ! ha ! and «he is now the 
toast of Tipperary. Hal there's Cousin Rackett and 
her party ; they shan't know me. [Puts on his Mask, 

Enter Mrs. Rackett, Lady France s, Sir George, 

and Flutter. 
Mrs. R, Look at this dumpling jew; he must be a 
Levite, by his figure. You have surely practised the 

F 3 
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Hesh-faook a long time, friend^ to have raised thai 
goodly presence. 

Hardy. About as long, my brisk widow, as you 
have been angling for a second husband ; but my hook 
has been better baited than yours. — You have only 
caught gudgeons, I see. \Fomting to Flutter* 

Flut* Oh ! this is one of the geniuses they hire to 
entertain the company with (heir accidental sallies — 
Let me look at your common-place book, friend. — I 
want a few good things. 

Hardy. I'd oblige you, with all my heart; but youll 
spoil them in repeating — or, if you should not, they'll 
gain you no reputation — ^for nobody will believe they 
are your own. 

Sir G, He knows you, Flutter ; — the little gentle- 
man fancies himself a wit, I see. 

Hardy. There's no depending on what you see — th« 
eyes of the jealous are not to be trusted — Look to your 
lady. 

Flat. He knows you. Sir George. 

Sir G. What ! am I the town talk ? [Aside. 

Hardy. I can neither see Doricourt nor Letty. — I 
must find them out. [Exit Hakhy 

Mrs. R. Well, Lady Frances, is not all this charm- 
ing ? Could you have conceived such a brilliant as- 
semblage of objects? 

Lady F. Delightful ! The days of enchantment are 
restored; the columns glow with sapphires and rubies. 
Emperors and fairies, beauties and dwarfs, meet me at 
every step ! 

Sir G. How lively are first impressions on sensible 
minds 1 In four hours, vapidity and languor will take 
place of that exquisite sense of joy which flutters your 
little heart. 

Mrs. R. What an inhuman creature ! Fate has not 
allowed us these sensations above ten times in our lives • 
and would you have us shorten them by anticipation? 

Flut. O lord ! your wise men are the greatest fools 
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Upon earth; — they reason about their enjoyments, and. 
analyse their pleasures, whilst the essence escapes^ 
Look, Lady Frances ; D'ye see that figure strutting in 
the dress of an emperor? His father retails oranges in 
Botolph Lane. That gipsey is a maid of honour, and 
that rag-man a physician. 

Lady F. Why, you know every body ! 

Flat. Oh, every creature. — ^A mask is nothing at 
all to me. — I can give you the history of half the peo- 
ple here. In the next apartment there's a whole fa- 
mily, who, to my knowledge, have lived on water- 
cresses this month, to make a figure here to-night; — 
bur, to make up for that, they'll cram their pockets 
with cold ducks and chickens, for a carnival to-mor- 
jow. 

Lady F. Oh, I should like to see this provident 
family. 

Flut* Honour me with your arm. 

[Exeunt Flutter and Ladt Frances. 

Mrs. R. Come, Sir George, you shall be my beau. 
— We'll make the tour of the rooms, and meet them. 
Oh ! your pardon, you must follow Lady Frances ; 
or the wit and fine parts of Mr. Flutter may drive you 
out of her head. Ha! ha! ha! 

[Exit Mrs. Rackett. 

Sir G, I was going to follow her, and now I dare 
not. How can I be such a fool, as to be governed by 
the fear of that ridicule which I despise? 

[Exit Sir George. 

Enter Doricourt, meeting a Mask. 

Doric. Ha! my lord; — I thought you had been 
engaged at Westminster on this important night. 

Mask. So I am — I slipped out as soon as Lord Trope 
got upon his legs; I can badiner here an hour or two, 
and be back again before he is down, — r-Theye's a 
£ne figure ! Fll address her. 
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Ente^ Letitia. 

Charity, fair lady ! Charity for a poor pilgrim. 

Letii. Charity ! If you mean my prayers, Heaven 
grant thee wit, pilgrim. ♦ 

Mask. That blessing would do frort a devotee : from 
you I ask other eharities ; — such charities as beauty 
should bestow -soft looks — sweet words — and kind 
wishes. 

Letit. Alas ! I am bankrupt of these, and forced 

to turn beggar myself. ^There he is ! — how shall I 

catch his attention ? 

Mask. Will you grant me no favour? 

Leiit Yes, one — I'll make you my partner — not 
for li fe, but through the soft mazes of a minuet. — Dare 
you dance ? 

Doric. Some spirit in' that. 

Mask. That, lady, is against my vow ; but there is 
a man of the world. 

Doric. Do you know her, my lord ? 

Mask. No. Such a woman as that would formerly 
have been known in any disguise ; but beauty is now 
common — ^Venus seems to haVe given her cestus to 
the whole sex. 

A Minuet. 

Doric. [During the Minuet.'] She dances divinely ! 
[fV/ien ended.] Somebody must know her ? Let us in- 
quire who she is. s [Ejnt. 

Enter Saville andKnrY Willis, habited like Lady 

Frances. 

Sav. I have seen Courtall in Sir George's habir, 
though he endeavoured to keep himself concealed. 
Go, and seat yourself in the tea-room, and on no ac- 
count discover your face : — ^remember too, Kitty, that 
the woman you are to personate is a woman of virtue. 

Kitty. I am afraid I shall find that a difficult cha- 
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racter ; indeed I believe it is seldom kept up through 
a whole masquerade. 

5av. Ofthat you can be no judge. Follow my 

directions, and you shall be rewarded. [Exit Kitty. 

Enter Doricourt. 

Doric. Ha ! Saville ! Did you see a lady dance 
just now ? 

Sav'. No. 

Doric. Very odd. Nobody knows her. 

Sav. Where is Miss Hardy? 

Doric. Cutting watch papers, and making conun- 
drums, I suppose. 

Sao. What do you mean ? 

Doric. Taithjl hardly know. She's not here, how* 
ever, Mrs, Racket tells me. — I asked no further' 

Sffo, Your indifference seems increased. 

Doric. 'Tis advanced thirty-two degrees towards ha* 
tred. 

Sav. You are jesting ? 

Doric. Then it must be with' a very ill grace, my 
dear Saville ; for I never felt so seriously : do you 
know, the creature's fdmost an ideot i 

Sav. What! 

Doric. An ideot. What the devil shall I do with 
her ? Egad ! 1 think Til feign myself mad — and then 
Hardy will propose to cancel the engagements. 

Sao. An excellent expedient ! I must leave yoa ; 
you are mysterious, and I can't stay to unravel you.*— - 
1 came here to watch over innocence and beauty. 

Doric. The guardian of innocence and beauty at 
three-and-twenty ! Is there not a cloven foot under 
that black gown, Saville ? 

Sav. No, 'faith. Courtall is here on a most detest- 
able design. I found means to get a knowledge of 
the lady's dress, and have brought a girl to personate 
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her, whose reputation cannot be hurt — You shall 
know the result to-morrow* Adieu. [Exit Savullb* 
Doric* [Musing.] Yes, I think that will do* 111 
feign myself mad, fee the doctor, to pronounce me 
incurable, and when the parchments are destroyed — 

[As he stands in a musing Posture^ 

Enter Letitia. 

Letit. You have chosen an odd situation for study. 
Fashion and taste preside in this spot : — They throw 
their spells around you: — ten thousand delights 
spring up at their command ; — and you, a stoic — ^a 
being without senses, are wn^t in reidection. 

Doric. And you, the most charming being in the 
world, awaken me to admiration. Did you come from 
the stars? 

Letit. Yes, and I shall reascend in a moment. 

Doric. Pray show me your face before you go. 

Jsctit. Beware of imprudent curiosity ; it lost Para- 
dise* 

Doric. Eve's curiosity was raised by the devil ; — 
'tis an angel tempts mine. — So your allusion is not in 
point* 

Letit. But why would you see my face? 

Doric, To fall in love with it. 

Letit. And what then ? 

Doric. Why, then — Ay, curse it ! there's the rub ! 

[Aside* 

Letit. Your mistress will be angry ; — but, perhaps 
you have no, mistress ? 

Doric. Yes, yes, and a sweet one it is ! 

Letit. What ! is she old ? 

Doric. No* 

Letit. Ugly ? 

Doric. No. 

Letit. What then ! 

Doric, Phol don't talk about her; but show mc 
your face. 
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Letit. My vanity forbids it ;- -'twould frighten you. 

Doric. Impossible ! Your shape is graceful, your 
ftir bewitching, your bosom transparent, and your 
chin would tempt me to kiss it, if I did not see a 
pouting red lip above it, that demands — 

Letit, You grow too free; 

Doric. Show me your face, then — only half a 
glance. 

LcftV. Not for worlds ! 

Doric, What ! you wHl have a little gentle force ? 

[Attempts to seize her Mask, 

Letit, I am gone for ever ! [Exit, 

Doric. Tis false ;— I'll follow to the end. [Exit. 

Flutter, Lady Frances, and^ av ii.i,e {uivance^ 

Ladtf F. How can you be .thus interested for a 
stranger ? 

. SofO. Goodness will have interest ; its home is hea- 
ven : on earth 'tis but a wanderer. Imprudent lady ! 
why have you left the side of your protector ? Where 
is your husband ? 

hut. Why, what's that to him ? 

Lady F, Surely it can't be merely his habit ; 

there's something in him that awes me. 

Flut. Pho ! 'tis only his grey beard. I know him ; 
he keeps a lottery office on Cornhill, 

Sav, My province, as an enchanter, lays open every 
secret to me, lady ! there are dangers abroad— Be- 
ware! [Exit, 

Lady F, Tis very odd ; his manner has made me 
tremble. Let us seek Sir George. 

FltU. He is coming towards us. 

CouRTALL comes forwardy habited like Sir George. 

Court. There she is ! If I can but disengage her 
from that fool, Flutter — crown me, ye schemers, with 
immortal wreaths ! 
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Ladjf F. Oj my dear Sir George! I rejoice to meet 
you — an old conjurer has been frightening me with 
his prophecies. — Where's Mrs. Rackett ? 

Court, In the dancing room. — I promised to send 
you to her, Mr. Flutter. 

Flut, Ah ; she wants me to dance. With all my 
heart. [Exit. 

Lady F. Why do you keep on your mask ? — ^*ti« 
too warm. 

Court. Tis very warm — I want air — ^let us go. 

Lady F» You seem quite agitated. — Shan't we bid 
our company adieu ? 

Court. No, no; — there's no time for forms. I'll just 
^ve directions to the carriage, and be with you in a 
moment. [Going steps back.] Put on your > mask ; 1 
have a particular reason for it. [Exit. 

Saville advances with Kittt. 

Sav. Now, Kitty, you know your lesson. Lady 
Frances [Takes of his ilfo^A:.] let me lead you to your 
husband. 

Lady F. Heavens! Is Mr. Saville the conjurer? 
Sir George is just stept to the door, to give directions 
— We are going home immediately. 

Sav. No, madam, you are deceived: Sir George is 
this way. 

Jiody F. This is astonishing ! 

Sax). Be ;Qot alarmed : you have escaped a snare, 
and shall be in safety in a moment. 

[Exeunt SAViLL£an(/LADT Frances. 

Enter Courtall, and seizes Kitty's Hand, 

Court, Now. 

Kitty, ^is pity to go so soon. 
Court. Perhaps I^may bring you back, my angel — 
but go now you must. 

[Exeunt Courtall and Kitty. — Music. 
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DoRicouRT and Letitia come forward. 

Doric. By Heavens ! I never was charmed till now. 
*— English beauty — French vivacity — wit — elegance. 
Your name, my angel ! tell me your name, though 
you persist in concealing your face. 

Letit. My name has a spell in it. 

Doric, I thought so ; it must be charming. 

Letit, But, if revealed, the charm is broke. 

Doric. rU afiswer for its force. 

Letit. Suppose it Harriet, or Charlotte, or Marift 
^ — or — 

Doric. Hang Harriet, and Charlotte, and Maria— 
the name your father gave ye ! 

Letit. That can't be worth knowing, 'tis so transient 
^ thing. 

Doric. How transient? 

Letit. Heav'n forbid my name should be lasting till 
I am married. 

Doric. Married! the chains of matrimony are too 
heavy and vulgar for such a spirit as yours. Th« 
flowery wreaths of Cupid are the only bands you 
should wear. 

Letit. They are the lightest, I believe : but 'tis pos* 
fible to wear those of marriage gracefully. — Throw 
them loosely round, and twist them in a true-lover'« 
knot for the bosom. 

Doric. An angel ! But what will you be when a 
wife. 

Letit. A woman. — If my husband should prove a 
churl, a fool, or a tyrant, Td break his heart, ruin his 
fortune, elope with the first pretty fellow that asked 
me — and return the contempt of the world with scorn, 
whilst my feelings preyed upon my life. 

Doric. Amazing ! — [Aside.l What ifyou loved him, 
and he were worthy of your love ? 

Letit. Why, then I'd be any thing — and all !— 
grave^ gay, capricious — the soul of whim, the spirit 

a 
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of variety — ^live with him in the eye of fashion, or in 
the shade of retirement — change my country, my sex 
— feast with him in an Esquimaux hut, or a Persian 
.pavilion — join him in the victorious war-dance on 
the borders of Lake Ontario, or sleep to the soft 
breathings of the flute in the cinnamon groves of 
Ceylon — dig with him in the mines of Golconda, or 
enter the dangerous precincts of the Mogul's seraglio 

cheat him of his wishes, and overturn his empire, 

to restore the husband of my heart to the blessings oif 
liberty and love. 

Doric, Delightful wildness ! oh to catch thee, and 
hold thee for ever in this little cage .! 

[Attempting to clasp her. 

Letit. Hold sir. Though Cupid must give.the bait 
that tempts me to the snare, *tis Hymen must spread 
the net to catch me. 

Doric. Tis in vain to assume airs of coldness — 
Fate has ordained you mine. 

Letit. How do you know ? 

Doric. I feel it here. I neve r met with a woman 
so perfectly to my taste; and I won't believe it formed 
ypu so, on purpose to tantalize me. 
. Letit. This moment is worth a whole existence ! 

[Aside, 

Doric. Come, show me your face, and rivet my 
chains. 

Letit. To-morrow you shall be satisfied. 

Doric. To-morrow ! and not to night ? 

Letit. No. 

Doric. Where then shall I wait on you to-morrow f 
—Where see you ? r 

Letit. You shall see me in an hour when you least 
expect me. 

Doric. Why all this mystery ? 

Letit. I like to be mysterious. At present be 
content to know that 1 am a woman of family and 
fortune. 
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Doric, Let me see you to your carriage* 
Letit. As you value knowing me, stir not a step. 
If L am followed » you never see me more. Adieu. 

[Exit. 

Enter Hardy. 

Hardy. Adieu ! then I'm come in at the fag end ! 

[AwU. 

Dork, Barbarous creature ! She's gone ! What, and 
is this really serious? — ^Am I in love? — Pho ! it can't 
De. 

Enter Flutter. 

O Flutter, do you know that charming creature ? 

Flut, What charming creature ? I passed a thou- 
sand. 

Doric. She went out at that door, as you entered. . 

Flut, Oh, yes ; — I know her very well. 

Doric, Do you my dear fellow, who ? 

Flut, Shes kept by Lord George Jennett. 

Hardy, Impudent scoundrel ! [Asid€l\ I foresee I 
shall cut his throat. 

Doric, Kept ! 

Flut, Yes ; Colonel Gorget had her first ; — then 
Mr. Loveill ; — then — I forget exactly how many ; 
and at last she's Lord George's. 

\T(dk8 to other Masks, 

Doric. Ill murder Gorget, poison Lord George^ 
and shoot myself. 

Hardy, Now's the time, I see, to clear up the whole, 
Mr. poricourt ! — I say — Flutter was mistaken ; I 
know who you are in love with. 

Doric, A strange rencontre ! Who ? 

Hardy. My Letty. 

Doric, Oh ! I understand your rebuke ; — 'tis too 
soon, sir, to assume the father-iurlaw. 

Hardy, Zounds! what do you mean by that? I 
tell you that the lady you admire, is Letitia Hardy4 

a2 
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Doric. I am glad you are so well satisfied with the 
itateof my heart. — I wish I was ! [£rt/* 

Hardy. Stop a moment. — Stop, I say ! What, joa 
won't? Very well — ^if 1 don't play you a trick for this, 
may I never be a grandfather I 111 plot with Letty 
now, and not against her ; aye, hang me if I don't I 
There's something in my head, that shall tingle in his 
heart. He shall have a lecture upon impatience, 
that I foresee he'll be the better for as long as ha 
lives. [Exit* 

S/LYiLjj^ comes fonvardyWithFLVTrNi and 
Gentleman. 

Sav. Flutter, come with us ; we're going to raise 
a laugh at Courtall's. 

Flut. With all my heart. " Live to live," was my 
iather's motto : '* Live to laugh," is mine. [Exeunt* 



SCENE II. 

Courtall's. 

Enter Kitty and Coubtall. 

Kitty. Where have you brought me, Sir George ? 
This is not our home ! 

Court. Tis my home, beautiful Lady Frances ! 
[Kneelsy and takes off his Mask.] Oh, forgive the ar- 
dency of my passion, which has compelled me to de* 
ceive you ! 

Kitty. Mr. Courtall ! what will become of me ? 

Court. Oh, say but that you pardon the wretch who 
adores you. Did you but know the agonizing tortures 
of my hfart, since I had the felicity of conversing 
with you this morning — or the despair that now — 

[Knock. 
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Kitty. Ob, Tm undone ! 

Court, Zounds ! my dear Lady Frances! I am not* 
at home ! Rascal ! do you hear ? — Let nobody in ; 
I am not at home ! 

Serv. [IVitbout.] Sir, I told the gentlemen so. 

CoMrf. Eternal curses ! they are coming up. Step 
into this room, adorable creature ! one moment ; Fll 
throw them out of the window, if they stay three. 

[Exit Kitty, through the back Scene. 

E»fcr S A ville, Flutter, arid Gentlemen. 

Fiut. O Gemini ! beg the petticoat's pardon. — 
Just saw a corner of it. 

1 Gent, No wonder admittance was so difficult. 
1 thought you took us for bailiffs. 

Court, Upon my soui, I am devilish glad to see you 
— but you perceive how I am circumstanced. Excuse 
me at this moment. 

2 Gent. Tell us who 'tis, then. 
Court. Oh, fie ! 

Flut. We won't blab. 

Court. I can't, upon honour. — ^Thus far — She's a 
vromanof the first character and rank. Saville, [Takes, 
him aside J] have I influence, or have I not ? 

Sav. Why, sure, you do not insinuate — 

Court, No, not insinuate, but swear, that she's now 
in my bedchamber ; by gad, I don't deceive you. — 
There's generalship, you rogue ! such an humble, 
distant, sighing fellow as thou art, at the end of a 
six months siege, would have boasted of a kiss from 
her glove. I only give the signal, and — pop ! — she's 
in my arms ! 

Sav, What, Lady Fran 

Court. Hush ! You shall ^see hex name to-morrow 
morning in red letters at the end of my list. Gentle- 
men, you must excuse me now. Come and drinl^ 
chocoliite at twelve, but — 

o3 
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Sao, Ay, let us go, out of respect to the lady ; — 
*tis ?i person of rank. 

Flut, Is it ?— 7-Then I'll have a peep at her. [Runs 
to the Door in the back Scene.] 

Court. This is too much. [Trying to prevent him* 

\ Gent. By Jupiler, we'll all have a peep. 

Courts Gentlemen, consider — for Heaven's sake— 
a lady of qualityt What will be the consequences ? 
• Tint. The consequences ! — ^Why,you'll have your 
throat cut, that's all-^but I'll write your elegy. So 
now for the door ! \Fart open the Door, whilst the rest 
hold Courtall.]— Beg your ladyship's pardon^ who- 
ever you are : [Leads her out,} Emerge from darkness , 
like the glorious sun, and bless the wond'ring circle 
with your charms. [Takes offlier Mask. 

Sao. Kitty Willis ! Ha ! ha ! ha ! 

Omnes. Kitty Willis ! ha ! ha ! ha ! Kitty Willis ! 

1 Gent. Why, what a fellow you are, Courtall, to 
attempt imposing on your friends in this manner I 
A lady of quality ! — an earl's daughter ! — Your lady- 
ship's most obedient — Ha ! ha ! ha ! 

Sac. Courtall, have you influence, or have you 
not ? 

Tlut. The man's moon-struck 

Cmtrt. Hell and ten thousand furies seize you all 
together. 

Kitty, What, me too, Mr. Courtall ? me, whom 
you have knelt to, prayed to, and adored ? 

Tint. That's right, Kitty; give him a little more. 

Q(mrt. Disappointed and laughed at ! 

Sao. Laughed at, and despised. I have fulfilled my 
design, which was to expose your villany, and laugh 
at your presumption. Adieu, sir; remember how 
you again boast of your influence with women of 
rank ; and when you next want amusement, dare not 
to look up to the virtuous and to the noble for a com- 
panion. [Exity leading Kittt, 

Fiut. And, Courtall, before you carry a lady iata 
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your bedchamber again, look under her mask, dVe 

bear? [Exit. 

Court, There's no bearing this ! TUset off for Paris 

directly. [Exit, 



ACT THE FIFTH. 



seEKE I. 



Haedy's. 

Enter Hardt and Villers. 

Vill. Whimsical enough ! Dying for her, and hates 
her ! Believes her a fool, and a woman of brilliant un- 
derstanding ! 

Hardt/. As true as you are alive ; — but when I went 
up to him last night, at the Pantheon, out of down- 
right goodnature, to explain things — my gentleman 
whips round upon his heel, and snaptme as short as if 
I had been a beggar woman with six children, and he 
overseer of the parish. 

Vill. Here comes the wonder worker. 

Enter Letitia. 

Here comes the enchantress, who can go to masquo* 
rades, and sing and dance, and talk a man out of hit 
wits ! — But pray, have we morning masquerades t 
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Letit, Oh, no— but I am so enamoured of this all- 
conquermg habit, that I could not resist putting it 
on, the moment J had breakfasted. I shall wear it 
on the day I am married, and then lay it by in spices, 
— ^11 ke the miraculous robes of St. Bridget. 

VUL That's as most brides do. The charms, that 
helped to catch the husband, are generally laid by, 
one after another, till the lady grows a downright 
wife, and then runs crying to hcF mother, because 
she has transformed her lover into a downright bus- 
band. 

Hardy. Listen to me. — I han't slept to-night, for 
thinking of plots to plague Doricourt ; — and they 
drove one another out of my head so quick, that I 
was as giddy as a goose, and could make nothing of 
them — I wish to goodness you could contrive some- 
thing. 

VUL Contrive to plague him ! Nothing so easy. 
Don't undeceive him, madam, till he is your hus- 
band. Marry him while he possesses the sentiments 
you laboured to give him of Miss Hardy — and when 
you are his wife — 

Letit, Oh, Heavens! I see the whole — that's the 
very thing. My dear Mr. Villers, you are the di- 
vinest man ! 

VUL Don't make love to me, hussey. 

Enter Mrs. RACKEfr. 

Mrs, R. No, pray don't — for I design to have Vil- 
lers myself, in about six years. — ^There's an oddity in 
him that pleases me. — He holds women in contempt; 
and I should like to have an opportunity of breaking 
his heart for that. 

VUl, And when I am heartily tired of life, I know 
Ao woman whom I would with more pleasure make 
my executioner. 

Hardy. It cannot be — ^I foresee it will be impos- 
sible to bring it about. You know the wedding wasn't 
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to take place this week, or more — and Letty will never 
be able to play the fool so long« 

FiU. The knot shall be tied to-night. — I have it all 
here, [Pointing to Ms Forekead,^ the license is ready* 
— Feign yourself ill ; send for Doricourt, and tell him 
you can't go out of the world in peace, except you 
see the ceremony performed. 

Hardy. I feign myself ill! I could as soon feign my- 
self a Roman ambassador.- 1 was never ill in my 

life, but with the tooth ache — ^when Letty's mother 
was a breeding, I had all the qualms. 

ViU, Oh, I have no fears for you. — But what says 
Miss Hardy ? Are you willing to make the irrevocable 
¥Ow before night ? 

Letit. Oh, Heavens !— I — I — ^Tis so exceeding 
«udden, that really 

Mrs, R, That really she is frightened out of her 
wits — lest it should be impossible to bring matters 
about. But I have taken the scheme into my pro- 
tection, and you shall be Mrs. Doricourt before 
night. Come, [To Mr^ Hardy.] to bed directly : 
your room shall be crammed with phials, and all the 
apparatus of death ; — then, heigh presto ! for Dori- 
court. 

ViU. You go and put off your conquering dress, 
[To Lettt.] and get all your aukward airs ready — 
And you practise a few groans, [To Hardy.] — And 
you — if possible — an air of gravity, [To Mrs. Rac- 
K ET J I'll answer for the plot. 

Letit. Married in jest! 'Tis an odd idea ! Well, Til 
venture it, [Exeunt Letitia and Mrs. Rackett. 

VilL Ay, V\\ be sworn ! [Looks at his JVatch.] Tis 
past three. The budget's to be opened this morning, 
ril just step down to the house. — ^^Will yoU go ? 

Hardy. What ! with a mortal sickness ? 

Vill. What a blockhead ! I believe if half of us 
W^re to stay away with mortal sicknesses, it would be 



70 THE belle's STRATAaEM. [aCT V« 

for the health of the nation. Good morning.-^rU 
call and feel your pulse as I come back. [Exitf 

Hardy. You won't find them over brisk, I fancy. 
I foresee some ill happening from this making believes 
to die before one's time. But, hang it — a hemj — rl 
am a stout man yet ; only fifty-$ix — What's that ? In 
the last yearly bills, there were three lived to above 
an hundred. Fifty-six ! — Fiddle-de-dee ! I am not 
afraid, not I. [£jr»^« 



8C1VE II. 

Doricouet's. 
DORICOURT in his Robe de Chambre* 

Enter Saville* 

Sav, Undressed so late ? 

Doric. I did'nt go to bed till late — ^^twas late be- 
fore I slept — late when I rose. Do you know Lord; 
George Jennett? 

Sen). Yes. 

Doric. Has he a mistress ? 

Sav. Yes. 

Doric. What sort of a creature is she ? 

Sav. Why, she spends him three thousand a year, 
with the ease of a duchess, and entertains his friends,' 
with the grace of a Ninon^ Ergo, she is handsome, 
spirited, and clever. [Doricourt walks about dis- 
ordered.] In the name of caprice, what ails you? 

Doric. You have hit it— Elle est mon caprice. — ^The 
mistress of Lord George Jennett is my caprice — Oh, 
insufferable! 

Sav. What, you saw her at the masquerade ? 

Doric. Saw her, loved her, died for her — without' 
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knowing her — And noW| the curse is, I can't hate 
hen 

Sav. Ridiculous enough ! All this distress about a 
kept woman, whom any man may have, I dare swear, 
in a fortnight — They've been jarring some time. 

Doric. Have her ! The sentiment I have conceived 
'fot the witch is so unaccountable, that, in that line, 
I cannot bear her idea. Was she a woman of ho- 
nour, for a wife, I could adore her — but, I really be- 
lieve, if she should send me an assignation, I should 
hate her. 

Sav, Hey day ! This sounds like love. What be- 
comes of poor Miss Hardy ? 

Doric. Her name has given me an ague ! Dear Sa- 
ville, how shall 1 contrive to make old Hardy cancel 
the engagements ! The moiety of the estate, which he 
will forfeit, shall be his the next moment, by deed of 
gift. 

Sav. Let me see — Can't you get it insinuated that 
you are a devilish wild fellow ; that you are an infi- 
del, and attached to wenching, gaming, and so forth ? 

Doric. Ay, such a character might have done some 
good two centuries back. But who the devil can it 
frighten now ? — I believe it must be the mad scheme 
at last. — ^There, will that do for a grin ? 

Sao, Ridiculous! — But, how are you certain that 
the woman who has so bewildered you belongs to 
Lord George ? 

Doric. Flutter told me so. 

Sav. Then fifty to one against the intelligence. 

Doric. It must be so. There was a mystery in her 
manner, for which nothing else can account. [J vio- 
lent Rap.] Who can this be ? [Saville looks out. 

Sao. The proverb is your answer — ^'tis Flutter him- 
self. Tip him a scene of the madman, and see how 
it takes. 

Doric. I will — a good way to send it about town. 
Shall it be of the melancholy kind, or the raving ? 
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Sav, Rant ! — ^rant ! — Here he comes. 
Dork. Talk not to me, who can pull comets bj 
the beard, and overset an island ! 

Enter Flutter. 

There 1 This is he ! — this is he, who hath sent my 
poor soul, without coat or breeches, to be tossed about 
in ether, like a duck-feather ! Villain, give me laj 
9oul again ! 

Flut, Upon my soul, I havVt got it. 
^ [Exceedingly frightened. 

Sav, Oh, Mr." Flutter, what a melancholy sight ! — 
I little tiiought to have seen my poor friend reduced 
to this. 

Flut. Mercy defend me! What, is he mad? 

Sav. You see how it is. A cursed Italian lady — 
Jealousy — gave him a drug ; and every full of the 
.moon — 

Doric. Moon ! Who dares talk of the moon? The 
patroness of genius — the rectifier of wits — the — Oh ! 
here she is ! — I feel her — she tugs at my brain — ^shc 
has it — she has it — Oh ! [Exit. 

Flut. Well, this is dreadful ! exceeding dreadful, I 
protest. Have you had Monro ? 

Sav. Not yet. The worthy Miss Hardy — what a 
misfortune ! 

Flut. Ay, very true. — Do they know it ? 

Sav. Oh, no ; the paroxysm seized him but this 
morning. ' . 

Flut. Adieu ; I can't stay. [Going in great Haste, 

Sav. But you must [Holding him.'] stay, and assist 
me : — ^perhaps hell return again in a moment ; and, 
when he is in this way, his strength is prodigious. 

Fht. Can't, indeed — can't, upon my soul. [Going. 

Sav. Flutter — don't make a mistake, now; — re- 
member, 'tis Doricourt that's mad. 
3 
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Flut. Yes^— you mad. 
Sax\ No, no ; Doricourt. 

Flat. Egad, Til say you are both mad, and then I 
can't mistake. [Exeant severally. 



SCENE ill. 

Sir George Touchwood's. 

Enter Sir George and Lady Frances. 

Sir G. The bird is escaped — Courtall is gone t« 
France. 

Lady F, Heaven and earth ! Have you been to seek 
him ? 

Sir G, Seek him! Ay. 

Lady F. How did you get his name ? I should 
never have told it you. 

Sir G. I learnt it in the first coffeehouse I entered. 
— Every body is full of the story. 

Lady F. Thank Heaven, he's gone ! — But I have a 
story for you — ^The Hardy family are forming a plot 
upon your friend Doricourt, and we are expected in 
the evening to assist. 

, Sir G. With all my heart, my angel ; but I can't 
stay to hear it unfolded. They told me Mr. Saville 
would be at home in half an hour, and I am impatient 
to see him. The adventure of last night 

Lady JP. Think of it only with gratitude. The 
danger I was in has overset a new system of conduct, 
that, perhaps, I was too much inclined to adopt. But, 
henceforward, my dear Sir George, you shall be my 
constant companion and protector. And, when they 
ridicule the unfashionable monsters, the felicity of our 
hearts will make their satire pointless. 

H 
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Sir G. Charming angel ! You almost reconcile me 
to Courtall. Hark! Here's company. [Stepping to 
the Door.] Tis your lively widow — I'U step down the 
back stairs to escape her. [Exit. 

Enter Mrs. Rackett. 

Mrs. R. Oh, Lady Frances! I am shocked to^ 
death. — Have you received a card from us? 

Lady F. Yes ; within these twenty minutes. 

Mrs, R. Ay, 'tis of no consequence. — 'Tis all over 
— Dori court's mad. 

LadyF, Mad! 

Mrs. R, My poor Letitia ! — ^Just as we were en- 
joying ourselves with the prospect of a scheme that 
was planned for their mutual happiness, in came Flut^ 
tcr, breathless, with the intelligence : — I flew here to 
know if you had heard it. 

Lady F. No, indeed — and I hope it is one of Mr* 
Flutter's dreams. 

Enter SAViLLEir 

Apropos; now we shall be informed. Mr. Saville, I 
rejoice to sec you, though Sir George will be disap- 
pointed : he^s gone to your lodging**. 

Sav. I should have been happy to have prevented 
Sir George. I hope your ladyship's adventure last 
night did not disturb your dreams ? 

Lady F. Not at all ; for I never slept a moment. 
My escape, and the importance of my obligations to 
you, employed my thoughts. But we have just had 
shocking intelligence — ^Is it true that Doricourt is 
mad? 

Sav. So ; the business is done* [AsideJ] — Madam, 
I am sorry to say, that I have just been a melancholy 
witness of his ravings ; he was in the height of a pa- 
foxysm. 

Mrs, it Ob, there can b« no 4k>ubt of it ! Flutter 
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told us the whole history. Some Italian princess 
gave him a drug, in a box of sweetmeats, sent to him 
by her own page; and it renders him lunatic every 
month. Poor Miss Hardy ! I never felt so much on 
any occasion in my life. 

Sav. To soften your concern^ I will inform you, 
madam, that Miss Hardy is less to be pitied than you 
imagine. 

Mrs, R, Why so, sir ? 

Sav. Tis rather a delicate subject — but he did not 
love Miss Hardy. 

Mrs, R, He did love Miss Hardy, sir, and would 
have been the happiest of men. 

Sav. Pardon me, madam ; his heart was not only 
free from that lady's chains, but absolutely capti- 
vated by another. 

Mrs, R. No, sir — no. It was Miss Hardy who 
captivated him. She met him last night at the mas- 
querade, and charmed him in disguise. He professed 
the most violent passion for her; and a plan was laid 
this evening to cheat him into happiness. 

Sav, Ha! hai ha! — Upon my soul, I must beg 
your pardon* I have not eaten of the Italian princess's 
box of sweetmeats, sent by her own page ; and yet I 
am as mad as Doricourt, ha ! ha ! ha ! 

Mrs, R, So it appears. What can all this mean ? 

Sao, Why, madam, he is at present in his perfect 
«enses; but he'll lose them in ten minutes, through 
joy. The madness was only a feint, to avoid marry- 
ing Miss Hardy, ha! ha! ha! — I'll cari^ him the in- 
telligence directly. [Goings 

Mrs. R, Not for worlds. I owe him revenge, now, 
for what he has made us suffer. You must promise 
not to divulge a syllable I have told you ; and when 
Doricourt is summoned to Mr. Hardy's, prevail on 
him to come — madness and all. 

Ladj/ F, Pray do. I should like to see him show- 
ing off, now I am in the secret. 

h2 
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Sav, You must be obeyed, though His inhuman to 
conceal his happiness. 

Mrs, R. I am going home ; so Til set you down at 
his lodgings, and acquaint you, by the way, with our 
whole scheme. AUons! 

Sac, I attend you. [Leading her out, 

Mrs. R. You won't fail us ? 

[Exeunt Saville and Mrs. Rackktt. 

Lady F, No ; depend on us. [^Exit. 



SCENE IT. 

Doricourt's. 

DoRicouRT seated^ reading, 

Doric. [Flings away the Book,] What effect can the 
morals of fourscore have on a mind torn with passion? 
[Musifig,] Is it possible such a soul as hers can sup- 
port itself in so humiliating a situation? A kept wo- 
man ! [Rising,'] Well, well — I am glad it is so — I am 
glad it is so ! 

Enter Saville. 

Sav. What a happy dog you are, Doricourt ! I 
might have been mad, or beggared, or pistoled, my- 
self, without its being mentioned — But you, forsooth ! 
the whole female world is concerned for. 1 reported 
the state of your brain to five different women. The 
lip of the first trembled ; the white bosom of the se- 
cond heaved a sigh ; the third ejaculated, and turned 
her eye — to the glass; the fourth blessed herself: and 
the fifth said, whilst she pinned a curl, " Well, now, 
perhaps, he'll be an amusing companion : his native 
dulness was intolerable." 

Doric, Envy ! sheer envy, by the smiles of Hebe ! 
« — ^There are not less than forty pair of the brightest 
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eyes in to%vn will drop crystals, when they hear of my 

misfortune. 

• Sav, Well, but I have news for you : — Poor Hardy 

is confined to his bed ; they say he is going out of the 

world by tha first post, and he wants to give you hi» 

blessing. 

Doric. Ill ! so ill ! I am sorry from my soul. He's 
a worthy little fellow — if he had not the gift of fore- 
seeing so strongly. 

Sav. Well ; you must go and take leave. 

Doric. What ! to act the lunatic in the dying man's 
chamber ? 

Sav. Exactly the thing ; and will bring your busi- 
ness to a short issue : for his last commands must be, 
that you are not to marry his daughter. 

Doric. That's true, by Jupiter ! — and yet, hang it, 
impose upon a poor fellow at so serious a moment! — 
I can't do it. 

Sav. You must, Yaith. I am answerable for your 
appearance, though it should be in a strait waistcoat. 
He knows your situation, and seems the more desirous 
of an interview. 

Doric* I don't like encountering Rackett. — She's 
an arch little devil, and will discover the cheat. 

Sav. There's a fellow! — Cheated ninety-nine wo- 
men, and now afraid of the hundredth, 

Doric. And with reason — for that hundredth is a 
widow. [ExeunL 

SCENE V. 

Haudy's. 

Enter Mrs. Rackett and Miss Ogle. 

Miss 0. And so Miss Hardy is actually to be mar* 
rjed to-night? 

Mrs. R. If her fate does not deceive her. You art 
apprised of the scheme, and we hope it will succoed. 

h3 
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Miss 0. Deuce take her ! she's six years younger 
than I am, [Aside.] — Is Mr. Doricourt handsome ? 

Mrs. R. Handsome, generous, young, and rich. — - 
There's a husband for ye ! Isn't he worth pulling caps 
for? 

Miss O, Y my conscience, the widow speaks as 
though she'd give cap, ears, and all for him. [AsideJ\ 
I wonder you didn't try to catch this wonderful man, 
Mrs. Rackett ? 

Mrs. R, Really, Miss Ogle, I had not time. Be- 
sides, when I marry, so many stout young fellows will 
hang themselves, that, out of regard to society, in 
the^e sad times, I shal 1 postpone it for a few years. — 
This will cost her a new lace — I heard it crack, [Aside. 

Enter Sir George and Lady Frances. 

Sir G. Well, here we are. But where's the knight 
of the woeful countenance ? 

Mrs. R. Here soon, I hope — for a woeful night it 
will be without him. 

Sir G. Oh, fie ! do you condescend to pun ? 

Mrs. R. Why not ? It requires genius to make a 
good pun — some men of bright parts can't reach it. 
I know a lawyer, who writes them on the back of his 
briefs ; and says they are of great use — ^in a dry cause. 

Enier Flutter. 

Flut. Here they come ! Here they come ! — Their 
coach stopped as mine drove off. 

Sav. [Without.] Come, let roe guide you! — This 
way, my poor friend ! Why are you so furious? 

Doric. [Jf^ithout.] The house of death — to the house 
of death ! 

Enter Doricourt and Saville. 

Ah ! this is the spot ! 
, Lady F. How wild and fiery he looks ! 
Miss O. Now, I think, he looks terrifisd ! 
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Mrs, jR. I never saw a roadman before — Let me 
examine him — Will he bite ? 

Sav. Pray keep out of his reach, ladies- — You don't 
Itnow your danger. He's like a wild cat, if a sudden 
thought seizes him. 

Mrs. jR. You talk like a keeper of wild cats — How 
much do you demand for showing the monster ? 

Doric. I don't like this — I must rouse their sensibi- 
lity, ITiere! there she darts through the air in liquid 
flames ! Down again ! Now I have her — Oh, she 
burns ! she scorches ! — Oh ! she eats into my very 
lieart! 

Omnts, Ha ! ha ! ha ! 

Doric. I am laughed at! 

Mrs, R. Laughed at — ay, to be sure ; why, I could 
play the madman better than you. There ! there she 
is ! Now I have her ! Ha ! ha ! ha.? 

Doric, ni leave the house : I'm covered with 

confusion: ' [Going» 

Sir G. Stay, sir — You must not go. Twas poorly 
done, Mr. Doricourt, to afifect madness, rather than 
fulfil your engagements. 

Doric. Affect madness! Saville, what can I do? 

S(PV. Since you are discovered, Ci>nfess the whole. 

Doric. Yes ; since my designs have been so unac- 
countably discovered, I will avow the whole. I can- 
not love Miss Hardy — and I will never 

Sav. Hold, my dear Doricourt! What will the 
world say to such 

Doric. Damn the world ! What will the world give 
me for the loss of happiness? Must I sacrifice my 
peace, to please the world ? 

Sir G, Yes, every thing, rather than branded with 
dishonour. 

Lady F. Though our arguments should fail, there 
is a pleader, whom you surely cannot withstand — the 
dying Mr. Hardy supplicates you not to forsake h\% 
child. 
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Sir G. The dyiijg Mr. Hardy I 
Flat. The dying Mr. Hardy ! 

Enter Villers. 

Vill, The dying Mr. Hardy requests you to grant 
him a moment's conversation, Mr. Doricourt, though 
you should persist to send him miserable to the grave. 
Let me conduct you to his chamber. 

Dork. Oh, ay, any where ; to the antipodes — to 
the moon — ^Carry me — Do with me what you will. 

Mrs, R, ril follow, and let you know what passes. 
[Exewn^ Villers, Doricourt, Mrs. Rackett, 
and Miss Ogle. 

Flat. Ladies, ladies, have the charity to take mo 
with you, that I may make no blunder in repeating 
the story. [Exit Flutter 

Ladif F. Sir George, you don't know Mr. Saville. 

[Exit Lady Frances. 

Sir G. Ten thousand pardons; I have been with the 
utmost impatience at your door twice to-day. 

Sav, I am concerned you had so nf uch trouble, Sir 
George. 

Sir G, Trouble! what a word ! 1 hardly know 

how to address you ; Your having preserved Lady 
Frances in so imminent a danger — Start not, Saville ; 
to protect Lady Frances was my right. You hav« 
wrested from me my dearest privilege. 

Sav, I hardly know how to answer such a reproach. 
I cannot apologize for what I have done. 

Sir G. I do not mean to reproach you, I hardly 
know what I mean. There is one method by which 
you may restore peace to me. 

Sav, Pray explain yourself. 

Sir G. I have a sister, Saville, who is amiable; and 
you are worthy of her. I shall give her a commission 
to steal your heart, out of revenge for what you have 
done. 

Sav, I am infinitely honoured, Sir George ; but — 
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Sir G. I cannot listen to a sentence which begins 
with so unpromising a word. You must go with us 
into Hampshire ; and, if you see each other with the 
eyes I do, your felicity will be complete. I know no 
one to whose heart I would so readily commit the care 
of my sister's happiness. 

Sav. I will attend you to Hampshire with pleasure; 
but not on the plan of retirement. Society has claims 
on Lacly Frances that forbid it. 

Sir G. Claims, Saville ! 

Sav, Yes, claims; Lady Frances was born to be the 
ornament of courts. She is sufficiently alarmed, not 
to wander beyond the reach of her protector; and, 
from the British court, the most tenderly-anxious hus- 
band could not wish to banish his wife. Bid her keep 
in her eye the bright example who presides there; the 
splendour of whose rank yields to the superior lustre 
of her virtue. 

Enter Mrs. Rackett, Ladt Frances, Miss Ogle, 

and Flutter. 

Mrs, R Oh, Heavens ! do you know- 



Flut, Let me tell the story. - As soon as Doricourt — 

Mrs. R, I protest you shan't — said Mr. Hardy — 

Flut. No, 'twas Doricourt spoke first — says he — 
No, 'twas the Parson — says he-— — 

Mrs. R. Stop his mouth. Sir George — he'll spoil 
the tale. 

Sir G. Never heed circumstances — the result — the 
result. 

Mrs. R. No, no ; you shall have it in form. Mr. 
Hardy performed the sick roan like an angel. He sat 
lip in bed, and talked so pathetically, that the tears 
stood in Doricourt's eyes. 

Fhit. Ay, stood — they did not drop, but stood. I 
shall in future be very exact : the parson seized the 
moment ; you know they never miss an opportunity. 
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Mrs. R. Make haste, said Doricourt; if I have 
time to reflect, poor Hardy will die unhappy. 

Flat They were got as far as the day of judgment, 
wben we slipped out of the room. 

Sir G, Then, by this time, they must have reached 
amazement, which, every body knows, is the end of 
matrimony. 

Mrs. R. Ay, the reverend fathers ended the ser- 
vice with that word, prophetically — to teach the bride 
what a capricious monster a husband is. 

Sir G. I rather think it was sarcastically— to pre- 
pare the bridegroom for the unreasonable humours 
and vagaries of his helpmate. 

Lady F. Here comes the bridegroom of to-night. 

Enter Doricourt and Villers. — Villers whispers 

S A V I L L E , who goes out. 

Omnes. Joy ! joy ! joy ! 

Miss 0. If he's a sample of bridegrooms, keep 
me single ! A younger brother, from the funeral of his 
father, could not carry a more fretful countenance. 

Flut. Oh ! Now he's melancholy mad, I suppose. 

Lady F. You do not consider the importance of the 
occasion. 

Vill. No ; nor how shocking a thing it is for a man 
to be forced to marry one woman whilst his heart is 
devoted to another. 

Mrs. R. Well, now 'tis over, I confess to you, Mr. 
Doricourt, I think 'twas a most ridiculous piece of 
Quixotism, to give up the happiness of a whole life to 
a man who perhaps has but a few moments to be sen- 
sible of the sacrifice. 

Flut. So it appeared to me. But, thought I, Mr. 
Doricourt has travelled — he knows best. 

Doric. Zounds! Confusion! Did ye not all set upoii 
me ? Didn't ye talk to me of honour — Compassion—* 
Justice? 
Sir G. Very true — ^You have acted according ti> 
i 
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tbeir dictates, and I hope the utmost felicity of thd 
married state will reward you. 

Doric. Never, Sir George ! To felicity I bid adieu 
-^-but I will endeavour to be content. Where is ray 
-—r must speak it — where is my wife? 

Enter Letitia, maskedy led by Saville. 

Scpo, Mr. Doricourt, this lady was pressing to be 
introduced to you. 

Doric, Oh ! [Starting. 

Letit. I told you last night you should see me at a 
time when- you least expected me — and 1 have kept 
my promise. 

ViU. Whjoever you are, madam, you could not have 
arrived at a happier moment. Mr. Doricourt is just 
married. 

Letit. Married ! Impossible ! Tis but a few hours 
since he swore to me eternal love: I believed him, gave 
him up my virgin heart — and now ! — — Ungrateful 
sex ! 

Doric. Your virgin heart ! No lady my fate, 

thank Heaven ! yet wants that torture. Nothing but 
the conviction that you was another's, could have 
made me think one moment of marriage, to have saved 
the lives of half mankind. But this visit, madam, is 
as barbarous as unexpected. It is now my duty to 
forget you, which, spite of your situation, Ifouad dif- 
ficult enough. 

Letit. My situation I What situation ? 

Doric. I must apologise for explaining, it in thii 
company — but, madam, I am not ignorant that you 
are the companion of Lord George Jennet — and this 
is the only circumstance that can give me peace. 

Letit. I — ^a companion! Ridiculous pretence! No, 
sir, know, to your confusion, that my heart, my ho- 
nour, my name, is unspotted as hers you have mar- 
ried ; my birth equal to your own, my fortune largck» 
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That, and my person, might have been yours. But, 
sir, farewell ! [Goin^. 

Doric. Ob, stay a moment — Rascal ! is she not — 

Fiut, Who, she ? O lord ! no — Twas quite a dif- 
ferent person that I meant. I never saw that lady 
before. 

Doric. Then, never shalt thou see her more. 

[Shakes Flutter. 

Mrs. R. Have mercy upon the poor man ! Heavens! 
He*ll murder him. 

Doric. Murder him! Yes, you, myself, and all 
mankind. Sir George — Saville — ^A^illers — 'twas you 
who pushed me on this precipice ; 'tis you who have 
snatched from me joy, felicity, and life. 

Mrs. R. There ! Now, how well he acts the mad- 
man ! This is something like ! I knew he would do it 
uell enough, when the time came. 

Doric. Hard-hearted woman ! enjoy my ruin — riot 
in my wretchedness. [Hardy bursts ifi, 

Hard^. This is too much. You are now the hus- 
band of my daughter; and how dare you show all this 
passion about another woman ? 

Doric. Alive again ! 

Hardy. Alive! ay, and merry. Here, wipe off the 
flour from my face. I was never in better health and 
spirits in my life. I foresaw 'twould do. Why, my 
illness was only a fetch, man I to make you many 
Letty. 

Doric. It was ! Base and ungenerous! Well, sir, 
you shall be gratified. The possession of my heart 
was no object either with you or your daughter. My 
fortune and name was all you desired, and these — I 
leave ye. My native England 1 shall quit, nor ever 
behold you more. But, lady, that, in my exile, 1 may 
have one consolation, grant me the favour you denied 
last^night ; — let me behold all that mask conceals, 
that your whole image may be impressed on my heark^ 
snd 4:heer my distant solitary hours. 



SCBNE v.] THE BELLE's STRATAGEM. 85 

Letit, This is the most stwful moment of my life* 
Oh, Doricourt, the slight action of taking off my mask 
stamps me the most blest or miserable of women! 

Doric. What can this mean ? Reveal your face, I 
conjure you. 

Letit. Behold it. 

Doric. Rapture ! Transport ! Heaven ! 
Flat. Now for a touch of the happy madman. 
Letit. This little stratagem arose from my disap- 
pointment in not having made the impression on you 
1 wished. The timidity of the English character threw 
a veil over me you could not penetrate. You have 
forced me to emerge in some measure from my na- 
tural reserve, and to throw off the veil that hid me. 

Doric. I am yet in a state of intoxication — I can- 
not answer you. — Speak on, sweet angel ! 

Letit. You see I can be any thing ; chuse then my 
character — ^your taste shall fix it. Shall I be an Eng- 
lish wife ?-— or, breaking from the bonds of nature and 
education, step forth to the world in all the captivat- 
ing glare of foreign manners i 

Doric. You shall be nothing but yourself — nothing 
can be captivating that you are not. I will not wrong 
your penetration, by pretending that you won my heart 
at the first interview ; but you have now my whole 
soul — your person, your face, your mind, 1 would not 
exchange for those of any other woman breathing. 

Hardy. A dog ! how well he makes up for past 
slights! Cousin Rackett, I wish you a good husband, 
with all my heart. Mr, Flutter, I'll believe every 
word you say this fortnight. Mr. Villers, you and I 
have managed this to a T. I never was so merry in 
my life — ^'Gad, I believe I can dance. \Tooting.'\ Come 
into the next room ; I have ordered out every drop 
of ray forty-eight, and I'll invite the whole parish of 
St. George's, but what well drink it out — except one 
dozen, which I shall keep under three double lf»^kft- 
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for a certain christening, that I foresee will happen 
jvithin this twelvemonth* 

Doric. Charming, charming creature ! 

Letit. Congratulate me, my dear friends I Can you 
conceive my happiness ? 

Hardy. No, congratulate me ; for mine is the 
greatest. 

Flut. No, congratulate me, that I have escaped 
with life, and give me some sticking plaister — this wild 
cat has torn the skin from my throat. 
. Sir G. I expect to be among the first who are 
congratulated — for I have recovered one angel, while 
DoricourC has gained another. 

Hardy. Pho ! pho ! Don't talk of angels, we shall be 
happier by half as mortals* 

Doric. My charming bride ! It was a strange per- 
version of taste, that led me to consider the delicate 
timidity of your deportment as the mark of an unin- 
formed mind, or inelegant manners, 1 feel now it is 
€0 that innate modesty, English husbands owe a feli* 
city the married men of other nations are strangers to; 
it is a sacred veil to your own charms ; it is the surest 
bulwark to your husband's honour ; and cursed be the 
hour — should it ever arrive — in which British ladies 
fihall sacrifice to foreign graces ih^ grace of modesty I. 
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REMARKS, 



Although ** The Bold Stroke for a Husband/' by 
Mrs. Cowley, does not equal " The Bold Stroke for a 
Wife," by Mrs. Centlivre, either in originality of de- 
sign, wit, or humour, it has other advantages more 
honourable to her sex, and more conducive to the re-* 
putation of the stage. 

Here is contained no oblique insinuation, detri- 
mental to the cause of morality — but entertainment 
and instruction unite, to make a pleasant exhibition 
at a theatre, or give an hour's amusement in the clo- 
set. 

Plays, where the scene is placed in a foreign coun- 
try, particularly when that country is Spain, have a 
license to present certain improbabilities to the audi- 
ence, without incurring the danger of having them 
called such $ and the authoress, by the skill with which 
»he has used this dramatic permittance, in making 
the wife of Don Carlos pass for a man, has formed a 
most interesting plot, and embellished it with lively^ 
humorous, and affecting incident. 

Still there is another plot, of which Olivia is the 
heroine, as Victoria is of the foregoing ; and this 

m2 
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more comic fable, in which the former is chiefly con- 
cerned, seems to have been the favourite story of the 
authoress, as from this she has taken her tj tie. 

But if Olivia makes a bold stroke to obtaia a hus- 
band, surely Victoria makes a still bolder to preserve 
one; and there is something less honourable in the 
enterprises* of a young maiden, in order to renounce 
her state, than in those of a married woman to avert 
the dangers that are impending over hers. 

Whichever of those females becomes the most ad- 
mired object with the reader, he will not be insensible 
to the trials of the other, or to the various interests of 
the whole dramatis personse, to whom the writer' has 
,artfully given a kind of united influence; and upon a 
happy combination it is, that, sometimes, the success 
of a drama more depends, than upon the most power* 
fill support of any* particularly prominent, yet insu* 
lated, character. 

The part of Don Vincentio was certainly meant as a 
moral satire upon the extravagant love, or the foolish 
affectation, of pretending to love, to extravagance — 
music. This satire was aimed at so many, that the 
shaft struck none. The charm of music still prevails 
in England, and the folly of affected admirers. 

Vincentio talks music, and Don 'Julio speaks 
poetry. Such, at least, is his fond iescription of his 
mistress OHvia, in that excellefit scene in the third 
act, where she first takes off her veil, and fascinates 
him at once by the force of her beauty.' 

In the delineation of this lady, it 4s implied that 
•he is no termagant, althou^ she so frequently coun-' 
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terfeits tbe character^ This insinuation the reader, if 
he pleases, may trust — but the man who would venture 
to marry a good impostor of this kind, could not ex- 
cite much pity, if his helpmate was often induced to 
act the part which she had heretofore, with so much 
spirit, assumed. 

The impropriety of making fraud and imposition 
necessary evils, to counteract tyranny and injustice, 
is the fault of idl Spanish dramas — and perhaps the 
only one which attaches to the present comedy. 
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BOLD STROKITFOR A HUSBAND. 



ACT THE FIRST. 

8CBK£ I. 

A Street m Madrid. 

Enter Savck a from a Hoiue; she advances^ then rum 
backy and beckons to Pedro within* 

San. Hist ! Pedro ! Pedro ! 

Enter Pedro. 

There he is: dost see him ? just turning by St. An- 
tony in the comer. Now, do you tell him that your ' 
mistress is not at home; and if his jealous donship 
should insist on searching the housed as he did yes- 
terday, say that somebody is ill — the black has got a 
fever, or tha t 

Perf. Pho, pho, get you in. Don't I know that the ' 
duty of a lacquey in Madrid is to lie with a good 
grace ? I have been studying it now for a whole week, 
and 111 defy don or devil to surprise me into a truth. 
Get you in, I say— here he comes. [Exit Sancha. 
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Enter Carlos. 

[Pedro struts up to him.] Donna Laura is not at 
home, sir. 

Car. Not at home ! — come, sifi what have you re* 
ceived for telling that lie ? 

fed. Lie ! — Lie !— Signior !— 

Gir. It must be a lie, by your promptness in de- 
livering it. — What a fool does your mistress trust! — 
A clever rascal would have waited my approach, 
and, delivering the message with easy coolness, de- 
ceived me — thou hast been on the watch, and runnest 
towards me with a face of stupid importance, bawl- 
ing, that she may hear through the lattice how well 
thou obeyest her,^-" Donna Laura is not at home, 
sir." 

Fed, Hear through the lattice — hah ! b/r lady, she 
must have long-^ars, to reach from the grotto in the 
garden'to the street. 

Car, Hah ! [Seizes him,} Now, sir, your ears shall 
be longer, if you do not tell me who is with her in 
the grotto. 

Fed* In the grotto, sir!^ — did I say any thing about 
the grotto r I 1 only meant that-. 

Car. Fool ! — dost thou trifle with me ? who is with 
her ? [Ftttcking Ms Ear. 

Fed. Oh ! — why, nobody, sir — only the pretty 
voung gentleman's valet, waiting for an answer to a 
letter he brought. There ! I have saved my ears at 
the expense of my place. I have worn this £ne coat 
but a week, and I shall be sent back to Segovia for 
not being able to lie, though I have been learning the 
art six days and nights. 

Car, Well — come this way — if thou wilt promise 
to be faithful to rae, I will not betray thee ; nor at 
present enter the house. 

Fed, Oh, sir, blessings on you • 
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Car. How often does the pretty young gentleman 
visit her \ 

Fed. Every day, sir — If he missed, madam's stark 
"Wild. 

Car, Where does he live? 

Pcrf. Truly, I know not, sir. 

Car. How ! \Meiiadng^ 

Fed. By the honesty of my mother, I cannot tell,^ 
sir. She calls him Florio ; — that's his christiacr name' 
-^his heathen name I never heard. 

Car. You must acquaint me when they are next ' 
together. , 

Fed. Lord, sir, if there should be any blood spilt ! 

Car. Promise,— or 111 leAd thee by the ears to the 
grotto. 

Fed. I promise, I promise. 

Car, There, take that, \Gtoe8 M(me^,'\ and if thou 
art faithful, Til treble it. Now go in, and be a good 
lad — and, d'ye hear? — you may tejl lies to every body 
else, but remember you must always speak tr«th to' 
'me. 

Fed, I will, sir, — I will, 

[Exit J looking at the Money » 

Car. Tis well my passion is extinguished, for i can 
now act with coolness ; Til wait patiently for the hour 
of their security, and take them in the softest mo- 
ments of their love. But if ever I trust to woman 
more — may every 

Enter Two Women, veiledyfblltmedby Julio. 

JuSo. Fie, ladies! keep your curtains drawn so' 
late ! The sun is up — ^'tis time to look abroad — [Tries* 
to remove the Veils. Nay, if you are determined on 
nrghi and silence, I take my leave. A woman with- 
out prattle, is like burgundy without spirit. — Bright 
eyes, to touch me, must belong to Bweeft tongues. 

[Going: 

Car. Sure 'tis Julio. Hey ! 
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JuUo, [Returning.] Don Carlos? Yes, by all the 
sober gods of matrimony! — Why, what business, 
goodman gravity, canst thou have in Madrid — I un- 
derstand you are married — quietly settled in your 
own pastures — father of a family, and the instructive 
companion of country vine dressers — ^ha ! ha ! 

Car. Tis false, by Heaven ! — I have forsworn the 
country — left my family, and run away from my 
wife. 

. Julio, Really ! then matrimony has not totally de- 
stroyed thy free will. 

Car,, 'Tis with difficulty I have preserved it though ; 
for women, (hou knowest, are most unreasonable be- 
ings ! as soon as I had exhausted my stock of love 
tales, which, with management, lasted beyond the 
honey-moon, madam grew sullen, — 1 found home 
dull, and amused myself with the pretty peasants of 

the neighbourhood Worse and worse ! — we had 

nothing now but faintings, tears and hysterics for 
twenty-four honey-moons more. — So one morning I 
gave her in her sleep a farewell kiss, to comfort her . 
when she should awake, and posted to Madrid ; where, 
if it was not for the remembrance of the clog at my 
becl, 1 should bound o'er the regions of pleasure, 
with more spirit than a young Arabian on his moun- 
tains. 

Jufio. Do you find this clog no hindrance in afiain 
of gallantry ? 

Car. Not much. — In that house there — but, damn 
her, she's perfidious ! — in that house is a woman of 
beauty, with pretensions to character and fortune, 
who aevoted herself to my passion. 

JuUo. If she's perfidious, give her to the winds. 

Car, Ah, but there is a rub, Julio, I have been a 
fool — ^a woman's fool ! — In a state of intoxication, 
she wheedled me, or rather cheated me, out of a set- 
tlement. 

JuUo, Pho ! is that- 
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Car. Oh ! but you know not its nature. A settle- 
ment of lands, that both honour and gratitude ought 
to have preserved sacred from such base alienation. 
In short, if I cannot recover them, I am a ruined 
man. 

Julio, Nay, this seems a worse clog than t'other — 
Poor Carlos ! so bewived and be 

Car. Pr^ythee, have compassion. 

Enter a Servant, with a Letter to Julio ; he reads 
it^ and then nods to the Servant, who exits. 

Car, An appointment. Til be sworn, by that air of 
mystery and satisfaction — come, be friendly, and com- 
municate. 

Julio. [Putting up the Letter.] You are married, 
Carlos; — that's all I have to say— you are mar- 
ried. 

Car. Pho ! that's past long ago, and ought to be 
forgotten; but if a man does a foolish thing once, 
he'll hear of it all his life. 

Julio. Ay, the time has been when thou might'st 
have been entrusted with such a dear secret, — when I 
might have opened the billet, and feasted thee with 
the sweet meandering strokes at the bottom, which, 
form her name, when 

Car. What, 'tis from a woman then ? 

Julio. It is. 

Car. Handsome? 

Julio. Hum — not absolutely handsome, but she'll 
pass, with one who has not had his taste spoiled by — 
matrimony. 

Car. Malicious dog ! — Is she young ? 

Julio. Under twenty— fair complexion, azure eyes, 
led lips, teeth of pearl, polished neck, fine turned 
shape, graceful—' — 

Car. Hold, Julio, if thou loVst me I — Is it pos- 
ftible she can be so bewitching a creature f 

Julio^ Tis possible— though, to deal plainly, I 



12 A BOLD STROKE FOR A UUSBAKD. [aCT I. 

iVever saw her ; but I love, my own pleasure so well, 
Ibat t could fancy all that, and ten times more. 

Car. What star does she inhabit? 

Jidio. 'JFaitby I know not; my orders are to be in 
waiting, at sev^n, at the Prad6. ' 

Car. Prado! — hey! — gad! can't atou take me with 
yotl? for though I have forsworn the sex myself, and 
have done with them for ever, yet I may be of use to 
you, you know. 

Julio. Taith, I can't see that — ^however, as you are 
a poor woe-begone married mortal. 111 have com- 
passion, and suffer thee to come. 

Car. Then I am a man agkin ! Wife, avaunt ! mis* 
tress, fafewell ! — At seven, you say ? 

Julio. Exactly. 

Car. rU meet thee at Philippi ! {Exeunt^ severally. 



SCSKE III. 



A spacious Garden belonging to Don CiESAR. 

Enter Minette and In is. 

Min. Therej will that do? My lady sent me to 
make her up a nosegay ; these orange nowers are de* 
licious, and this rose, how sweet !' 

Inis. Pho! what signifies wearing sweets in her 
bosom, unless they would sweeten her itianners? — ^'tis 
amazing you can be so much ^t your ease ; one might 
think your lad/s tongue was a lute, and her morning 
scolds an agreeable serenade. 

Min. So they are — Custom, you know. I have 
been used to her music now these two years, and I 
•don't believe I could relish my4}reakfast without it. 

Inis. I would rather never break my fast, than do 
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it on such terms. What ^ difference between your 
onistressund mine! Donna Victoria is as much too 
gentle^ as her cousin is too harsh. 

Min. Ay, and yo« see what she gets by it ; had she 
been more spirited, perhaps her husband would not 
have forsaken her ; — men enlisted under the matrimo- 
nial banner, like those under the king's, would be oi^ 
ten tempted to run away from their colours, if fear 
did not keep them in dread of desertion. 

Inis, If making a husband afraid is the way to keep 
liim faithful, I believe your lady will be the happiest 
wife in Bpain* 

Min. Hal ha! ha! how people may be deceived! 
— nay, how people are deceived ! — but time will dis- 
cover all things. 

Inis. What!' what, is there a secret in the basi- 
jieflB, Minette ? if there is, hang time i let's have it 
directly. 

Mm, Now, if I dared but tell ye^— lud ! lud I how 
I could surprise ye !-!-^ — [Going. 

Inig. [Stopping her,] Don't >go. 

Mm. I must go ; I am on the very brink of be- 
traying my mistress, — I must leave you — mercy up- 
on me 1 — it rises like new bread. 

/itts. I hope it will choke ye, if yoa stir till I know 
«1L 

jl/tii. Will you never breathe a syllable ? 

Jittt* Never. 
• 3fm. Will you strive to forget it the moment you 
have. heard it? 

, Inis, 111 swear to myself forty times a-day to for* 
getit« 

- Jkfifi* You are sure you will not let me stir from 
this spot till you know the whole ? 

Inis, Not AS fiEir as a thrush hops. 

Min. So ! now, then, in one word,; — ^here it goes. 
Though every body supposes my lady an arrant soold, 
she's no more ar— — [Looking ovt. 
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Don Casar. [fVithout.] Out upon't ! e— h— h ! 

Min, Oh, St. Jerome ! — here is her father, and hn 
privy counsellor, Gasper. I can never communicate 
a secret in quiet. Well ! come to my chamber, for, 
now my hand's in, you shall have the whole. — ^I 
would not keep it another day, to be confidant to an 
infanta. [Exewit. 

Enter Don Casar and Gasper. 

Ga^. Take comfort, sir; take comfort. 

Ccesar. Take it! — why, where the devil shall I find 
it? You may say, take physic, sir, or, take poison, 

sir they are to be had ; but what signifies bidding 

me take comfort, when I can neither buy it, beg it, 
nor steal it? 

Gasp, Rut patience will bring it, sir. 

Cctsar. Tis false, sirrah. — Patience is a cheat, and 
the man that ranked her with the cardinal virtues was 
a foo). — I have had patience at bed and board these 
three long'years, but the comfort she promised, has 
never called in with a civil how d'ye? 

Gttsp. Ay, sir, but you know the poets say that the 
twin sister and companion of comfort is good hu- 
mour. — Now, if you would bat drop that agreeabls 
acidity, which is so conspicuous 

Cctsar. Then let my daughter drop her perversa hu- 
mour ; 'tis a more certain bar to marriage than ugli- 
ness or folly ; and will send me to my grave, at last, 
without male heirs. [Crying,] How many have laid 
siege to her 1 But that humour of hers, like the works 
of Gibraltar, no Spaniard can find pregnable. 

Gasp. Ay, well — Troy held out but ten years—— 
Let her once tell over her beads, unmarried, at fite- 
and-twcnty, and, my life upon it, she ends the rosary, 
with a hearty prayer for a good husband. 

Cctsar, What, d'ye expect me to wait til) the hor- 
rors of old maidenism frighten her into civility ? No, 
po; — I'll shut her up in a convent, marry myself. 
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and have heirs in spite of her. There's my neigh- 
bour Don Vasquezs daughter, she is but nine- 
teen 

Gasp, The very step I was going to recommend, 
sir. You are but a young gentleman of sixty-three, 
I take it; and a husband uf sixty-three, who marries 
a wife of nineteen, will never want heirs,, take my 
word for it. 

Ccesar. What ! do you joke, sirrah ? 

Gasp, Oh no, sir — not if you are serious. I think 
k would be one of the pleasantest things in the world 
— Madam would throw a new life into the family ; 
and when you are above stairs in the gout, sir, the 
music of her concerts, and the spirit of her converza- 
tiones, would reach your sick bed, and be a thou- 
sand times more comforting^ than flannels and pa- 
nada. 

Couar, Come, come, I understand ye. — But this 
daughter of mine — I shall give her but two chances 
more. — . — Don Garcia and Don Vincentio will both 
be here to-day, and if she plays over the old game, 
I'll marry to-morrow morning, if I hang myself the 
next. 

Gasp, You decide right, signor ; at sixty-three the 
marriage noose and the hempen noose should always 
' go together. 

Caesar, Why, you dog you, do you suppose — There's 
Don Garcia — there he is, coming through the porti*- 
CO. Run to iny daughter, and bid her remember 
what I have said to her. [Exit Gasper.] Sbe has 
bad^ her lesson^ — but another memento mayn't be 
amiss — a young slut ! — pretty, and witty, and rich — 

a match for a prince, and yet — but hist ! Not a 

word to my young man, if I can but keep him in ig- 
norance till be is married, he must make the best of 
his bargain afterwards, as other honest men have don« 
before him. 

c2 
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Enter Garcia. 

Welcome, Don Garcia ! — why, you are rather before 
yoar time. 

Gar. Gallantry forbid that I should not, when a 
iair lady is concerned. Should Donna Olivia wel- 
come me as frankly as you do, I shall thinlc 1 have 
been tardy. 

Casar. When yea made your overtures, signor, I 
understood it was from inclination to be allied to my 
family, not from a particular passion to my daugh-^' 
ter. Have you ever seen her ? 

Gar, But once — that transiently — ^yet sufficient ta 
convince me that she is charming. 

Ccesar. Why, yes, though 1 say it, there are few 
prettierwemcn in Madrid; and she has got enemies^ 
amongst her own sex accordingly. I'hey pretend to 

say that 1 say, sir, they have reported that she is 

■ot blessed with that kind of docility and gentleness 

that a ^now, though she may not be so very placid, 

and insipid, as some young women, yet, upon the 
wholei — 

Gar. Oh, ^e^ sir ! — not a word — A beauty cannob 
be ilhempered ; gratified vanity keeps her in good 
humour with herself, and every body about her. 

CcBsar. Yes, as you say — vanity is a prodigious 
sweetener ; and Olivia, considering how much she has 
b^en humoured, is as gentle and pliant as- ■ 

Enter Minettb. 

Min. Ob, sir ! shield nie from my mistress — She is 
m one of her old tempers — the whole house is in an 
uproar. — I cannot support it ! 

Cassar. Hush! 

Min. No, sir, I can't hush — A saint could not bear 
it. I am tired of her tyranny, and roust quit her 
service. ... 
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CiBsar. Then quit it in a moment — go to my 
steward, and receive your wages — go — begone ! Tis a 
cousin of my daughter's she is speaking of. 

Min, A cousin, sir I — No, 'tis Donna Olivia, your 
daughter — my mistress. Oh, sir ! you seem to be a 
sweet, tender-hearted, young gentleman — ^'twould 
move you to pity if • [To Garcia. 

Caxar. FU move you, hussy, to some purpose, if 
you don't move off. 

Gar. I am really confounded — can the c)iarming 
Olivia 

Cctsar, Spite, sir — mere malice ! My daughter has 
refused her some cast gown, or some — . 

Olma. [Without^ Where is she? — Where is Mi- 
nette ? 

Qgsar, Oh, 'tis all over ! — the tempest is coming. 

Enter Olivia. 

Olio. Oh, you vile creature ! — to speak to me !— * 
to answer me ! — am I made to be answered ? 

Cotsar. Daughter ! daughter ! 

Olvo. Because I threw my work-bag at her, she had 
the insolence to complain; and, on my repeating it, 
said she would not bear it. — -Servants chuse what they 
shall bear ! 

Mm. When you are married, ma'am, I hope your 
husband will bear your humour, less patiently than I 
have done. 

0/tv. My husband! — dost think my husband shall* 
contradict my will ? Oh, I long to set a pattern to 
those milky wives, whose mean compliances degrade 
the sex. 

Gar, Opportune! {Asidel 

Olvo. The only husband on record who knew how 
to treat a wife was Socrates ; and though his lady was 
a, Grecian, I have some reason to believe her de- 
cs 
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scendftnts matched into our family ; and never shall 
my tame submission disgrace my ancestry. 

Gar* Heavens ! why have you never curbed thit> 
intemperate spirit, Don Csesar ? 

OHv. [Starting.] Curbed, sir! talk thua to your 
grooms—curbs and Imdles foi* a woman's tongue ! 

Gar. Not for yours, lady, truly ! 'tis too late. Bat 
bad the torrent, now so overbearing, been taken at its 
spring, it might have been stemmed, and turned in 
gentle streamlets at the master's pleasure. 

OHv, A mistake, friend ! — my spirit, at ila sprii^, 
was too powerful for ai^ master. 

Gar. Indeed! — perhaps you may meet a Petro- 
chio, gentle Catherine, yet. 

Oliv. But no gentle Catherine will he find me, be- 
lieve it. Catherine ! why, she had not the spirit 

of a roasted chestnut: — a few big words, an empty oatfa^ 
and a scanty dinner, made her as submissive as a spa«^ 
niel. My fire will not be so soon extinguished — it 
shall resist big words, oaths, and starving. 

Min. I believe so, indeed; help the poor gentle- 
man, 1 say, to whose fate you fall ! 

Gar. Don Caesar, adieu I My commiseration for 
your fate subdues the resentment I should, otherwise 
leel at your endeavouring to deceive me into such a 
marriage. 

Oliv. Marriage! oh, mercy! — Is thb Don Garcia! 

[J^rt io Casar. 

Casar. Yes, termagant ! 

Oliv. O, what a misfortune ! Why did you not tell 
me it was the gentleman you designed to many me 
to? — Oh, sir ! all that is past was in aport ; a con- 
trivance between my maid and me : I have no spirit at 
all' — I am as patient as poverty. 

Gar. This mask fits too ill on your features, iair 
lady : I have seen you without disguise, and rejoice 
in your ignorance of my name, since, but for that. 
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my peaceful home might have hecoisf^ the seat of per- 
petual discord. 

3f}n. Ay^ sir, yott would never have known what a 
quiet hour 

Otiv. [Strikes her,] Impertinence I Indeed, sir, I 
can be at- gentle and forbearing as a pet lamb. 

Gar. 1 cannot doubt it, madam ; the proofs of yotir 
placidity are very striking — But, adieu ! though I 
shall pray for your conversion, rather than have the 
honour of it — ^I'd turn Dominican, and condemn my- 
sdf to perpetual celibacy. [Emt. 

Cwsar. Now, hussy ! — now, hussy ! — what do you 
expect? 

Oliv, Dear me ! how can you be so unreasonable ! 
did ever dai^ter do more to oblige a father ! I ab- 
soltttely begged the man to have me« 

Qtsar. Yes, vixen ! after you had made him detest 
ye ; what, I suppose, he did not hit your fancy, ma- 
dam; though there is not, in all Spain, a man of 
prettier cenversaiion. 

Otiv. Yes, he has a very pretty kind of conversa- 
tion ; 'tis like a parenthesis. 

Ccttur. Like a parenthesis ! 

Olio, Yes, il might be all left out, and never- 
missed. However, I thought him a modest kind of 
a well meaning young man, and that he would make 
a. pretty sort of a husband — for notwithstanding his 
blustering, had I been his wife, in three months he 
should have been as humble and complaisant as — — 

Qnar. Ay,, there it is — there it isl-^thaC spirit of 
yours, hussy, you can neither conquer nor conceal ; 
but III find a way to tame it, Tllwarrant me. [Exit.' 
[Olivia and Mistktts follow him mth their 
EyeSy and then hurst into a Laugh, 

Mm. Well, madam, 1 give you joy ! had other lia- 
dies as much success in getting lovers, as you have in 
getting rid of yours, what contented faces we shoutd 
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Olifo. But to what purpose do I get rid of thenoy 
whilst they rise in Succession like monthly pinks? 
Was there ever any thing so provoking? — After some 
quiet) and believing the men had ceased to trouble 
themselves about me, no less than two proposals have 
been made to my inexorable father this vefy day — 
What will become of me ? 

Aftft. What should become of you ? You'll chuse 
one from the pair, I hope. Believe me, madam, the 
only way to get rid of the impertinence of lovers, 
is to take one, and make him a scarecrow to the 
rest. 

Qliv. Oh, but I cannot ! — Invention assist me this 
one day ! 

Mm. Upon my word> madam, invention owes you 
nothing ; and I am afraid you can draw on that bank 
no longer. — You must trust to your established cha- 
racter of vixen. 

Oliv, But that won't frighten them all, you know, 
though it did its business with sober Don Garcia. 
The brave General Antonio would have made a pro- 
perty of me, in spite of every thing, had I not lucki* 
ly discovered his antipathy to cats, and so scared the 
hero, by pretending an immoderate passion for young 
kittens. 

Min, Yes, but you was still harder pushed by the 
Castilian Count, and his engraved genealogy from 
Noah. 

Oliv, Oh, he would have kept his post as immov* 
ably as the griffins at his gate, had I not very seri- 
ously imparted to him, that my mother's great uncle 
sold oranges in Arragon. 

Min, And pray, madam, if I may be so bold, who 
is the next gentleman ? 

Oliv, Oh, Don Vincentio, who distracts every 
body with his skill in music. He ought to be mar- 
ried to a Viol de Gamba. I bless my stars I have 
never yet had a miser in my list-— on such a character 
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all art would be lost, and nothing but an earthquake^ 
to swallow up my estate, could save me.. 

Min. Well, if some one did but know, how happy 
vould some one be, that for his sake - 

Olvo. Now, don't be impertinent, Minette, You 
have several times attempted to slide yourself .into a 
secret, which I am resolved to keep to myself. ConHf 
tinue faithful, and {(uppress your curiosity. [Exit, 

Mm* Suppress my curiosity, madam ! — why, I am 
a chambermaid, and a sorry one too, it should seem, 
to have been in your Confidence two years, and never 
have got the master-secret yet. I never was six weeks 
in a family before, but I knew every secret they had 
in it for three generations; ay, and I'll know this 
too, or I'll blow up all her plans, and declare to the 
world, that she is no more a vixen than other fine la- 
dies—-— they have most of them a touch on't. [Etit* 



ACT THE SECOND. 



SCEKE I« 

An Apartment at Dokna Laura's* 

V 

Enter hAvn kyfo^(med by Carlos. 

Car. Nay, madam, you may as well stop here, for 
111 follow you through every apartment, but I will be 
heard. [Seizing her Hand* 

Laura, This insolence is not to be endured ; within 
my own walls to be thus 

Car. The time has been, when within your walls 1 
might be master. 
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Laura. Yes, you were then master of my heart ; 
that gave you a right which 

Car, You have now transferred to another. 

[FUnging axvay her Hand. 

Laura, Well, sir ! 

Car. " Well, sir!" — ^Unblushing acknowledgment! 
;False, fickle woman ! 

Laura. Because 1 have luckily got the start of 
you ; in a few weeks I should have been the accuser, 
and you the false and fickle. 

Car. And to secure yourself from th&t disgrace, 
you prudently looked out in time for another lover. 

Laura. I can pardon your sneer, because you are 
mortified. 

Car. Mortified! 
• Laura. Yes, mortified to the soul, Carlos ! 

Car. [Stamping,] Madam I madam ! 

Laura. I'his rage would have been all cool inso- 
lence, had I waited for your change — Scarcely would 
you have deigned to form a phrase of pity for mc ; per- 
haps have bid me forget a man no longer worthy my 
' attachment, and recommended roe to hartshorn and 
my women. 

Car. Has any hour, since I have first known you, 
given you cause for suph unjust 

Laura. Yes, every hoiir — Now, Carlos,! bring thee 
to the test ! — You saw, you liked, you loved me ; was 
there no fond trusting woman whom you deserted, to 
indulge the transient passion ? Yes, one blessed with 
beauty, gentleness, and youth ; one, wh6 more than 
her own being loved thee, who made thee rich, and 
whom thou madest thy wife. 

Car. My wife ! — here's a turn ! So to revenge the 
quarrels of my wife 

Laura, No, do not mistake me — what I have done 
%vas merely to indulge myself, without mpre regard Ui 
your feelings, than you had to her's. 
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Car. And you dare avow to my face, that you hav» 
a passion for another ? 

Laura, I do, and — for I am above disguise, I con- 
fess, so tender is my love for florio, it has scarcely 
left a trace of that 1 once avowed for Carlos. 

Car* Well, madam, if I hear this without some sud- 
den vengeance on the tongue which speaks it, thank the 
annihilation of that passion, whose remembrance is as 
dead in my bosom as in yours. Let us, however, 
part friends, and with a mutual acquittal of every 
obligation — so give up the settlement of that estate, 
which left me almost a beggar. 

Laura, Give it up ! — ha ! ha ! no, Carlos, you 

consigned me that estate as a proof of love ; do not 
imagine then, Til give up the only part of our con* 
nexion, of which I am not ashamed. 

par. Base woman ! you know 'twas not a voluntary 
gift — after having in vain practised on my fondness, 
whilst in a state of intoxication, you prevailed on me 
to sign the deed, which you had artfully prepared 
for the purpose — therefore, you must restore it. 

Laura. Never, never. 

Car. Ruin is in tlie word ! Call it back, madam, 

or ril be revenged on thee in thy heart's dearest ob* 

ject — thy minion Florio ! he shall not riot on my 

ifortune. 

Laura. Ha! ha! ha! Florio is safe — your lands 
are sold, and in another country we shall enjoy the 
blessing of thy fond passion, whilst that passion is 
indulging itself in hatred and execrations. [Exii. 

Car. My vengeance shall first fall on her. [FoUottr- 
ing.] No, he shall be the first victim, or 'twill be in- 
complete. — Reduced to poverty, 1 cannot live ; — — 
Oh, folly ! where are now all the ftilded prospects of 

my youth ? Had I but 'tis to late to look back,— ^ 

remorse attends the past, and ruin— ruin, waits mm 
in the future! 
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ViCTO&iA enters, perusing a Letter; enter Ox*ivia« 

Oliv, [Speaks as entering.] If jny father should in- 
quire for me, tell him I am iu Donna Victoria's 
apartment. — Smiling, . I prptest ! n^y dear gloomy 
cousin, where have you purchased that sun^shiny 
look? 

Vict. It is but April sunshine, I fear; but. who 
could resist such a temptation to .smile? a letter from 
Donna Laura, my husbaqd's mistress, styling me her 
dearest Florio ! her life ! he|: soul ! and complain* 
ing of a twelve hours absence, as the bitterest mis- 
fortune. 

Oliv. Ha r ha ! ha ! mos^ doughty Don ! pray, let 
us see you in your feather and doublet ; as a Cava- 
leiro, it seems, you are formidable. So suddenly to 
rob your husband of his charmer's heart ! you must 
have used some vvitchery. 

Vict. Yes, powerful witchery — the knowledge of 
my sex. Oh ! did the men but know u>, as well as 
we do ourselves ; — but, thank fate, they do not— 
'twould be dangerous. 

Oliv. What, I suppose, you praised her under- 
standing, was captivated by her wit, and absolutely 
struck dumb by the amazing beauties of — her mind. 

Vict. Oh, no, — thajt's the mode prescribed by the 
essayists on the female heart — ha! ha! ha! — Not a 
Voman breathing, from fifteen to fifty, but would 
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TuAef have a compliment to the tip of her ear, or the 
turn of her ande^ than a volume in praise of her in- 
tellects. 

Oliv. Soy flatt^y, then, is your boasted pill? 

Vict. No, that's only the occasional gilding.; but 
'tui in vain to atteinpt a description of what changed 
its nature with every moment. I was now attentive 
-«-now gayr-ihen tender, then careless, I strove ra- 
ther to convince her that I was charming, than that I 
myself was charmed ; and when I saw love's arrow 
quivering in her heart, instead of falling at her feet, 
auog a triumphant air, and remembered a sudden en« 
gagement. 

Otiv. [ArcMt/.] Would you have done so, had you 
been a man i 

Vict. Assuredly — knowing what I now do as a wo* 
nan. 

Oko. But can all this be worth while, merely to 
rival a fickle husband with one woman, whilst he it 
setting his feather, perhaps, at half a score others f 

Vict, To rival him was not my first motive. The 
Portuguese robbed me of his heart; I concluded she 
had fascinations which nature had denied to me; it 
was impossible to visit her as a woman ; I, therefore, 
assumed the Cavalier to study her, that I might, if 
possible, be to my Carlos, all he found in Her. 

Olio. Pretty humble creature ! 

Vict. In this adventure I learnt more than I ex* 
pected ; — ^roy (oh, cruel !) my husband has given this 
woman an estate, almost all that his dissipations had 
left us. 

Oliv. Indeed 1 

Vict. To make him more culpable, it was ray estate > 
it was that fortune which my lavish love had mada 
his, without securing it to my children. 

OUv. How could you be so improvident ? 

Vict. Alasl I trusted him with my heart, with 
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my happiness, without restriction. Should I faavt 
shown a greater solicitude for any thing, than for 
these? 

Oliv. The event proves that you should ; but how 
can you be thus passive in your sorrow ? since I had 
assumed the man, Fd make him feel a man's resent- 
ment for such injuries. 

Vict. Oh, Olivia 1 what resentment can I show to 
him I have vowed to honour, and whom, both my 
duty and my heart compel me yet to love. 

Oliv. Why, really now, I think — ^positively, there's 
no thinking about it; 'tis among the arcana of tba 
married life, I suppose. 

Vict. You, who know me, can judge how I suf- 
fered in prosecuting my plan. I have thrown off the ' 
dielicacy of sex ; I have worn the mask of love to the 
destroyer of my peace — but the object is too great to 
., be abandoned --nothing less than to save my husband 
from ruin, and to restore him, again a lover, to my 
faithful bosom. 

Oliv, Well, I confess, Victoria, I hardly know 
whether most to blame or praise you ; but, with th« 
rest of the world, I suppose, your success will deter* 
mine me. 

Enter Gasper. 

Gasp* Pray, madam, are your wedding shoes 
ready ? [To Olivia. 

pliv. Insolence ! 1 can scarcely ever keep up 

the vixen to this fellow. [Apart to Victoria, 

Gasp. You'll want them, ma'am, to-morrow mom-- 
ing, that's all — so I came to prepare ye. 

Olvo, 1 want wedding shoes to-morrow ! if you are 
kept on water gruel till 1 marry, that plump face of 
yours will be chap-fallen, I believe. 

Gasp. Yes, truly, I believe so too. Lackaday, 
did you suppose I came to bring you news of your 
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- own wedding } no such glad tidings for you, lady^ be- 
lieve me. — You married ! I am sure the man who 
ties himself to you, ought to be half a salamander, and 
able to live in fire. 

OUo. What marriage, then, is it, you do me the 
honour to inform me of ^ « 

Gasp. Why, your fathcr^s marriage. You'll have a 
mother-in-law to-morrow, and having, like a dutiful 
'daughter, danced at the wedding, be immured in a 
convent for life. 

OUv. Immured in a convent ! then I'll raise sedi- 
tion in the sisterhood, depose the abbess, find turn 
the confessor^s chair to a go-cart. 

Gasp. So, the threat of the mother-in-law, which t 
thought would be worse than that of the abbess, does 
not frighten ye ? 

OHv, No, because my &ther dares not give me one. 
— Marry, without my consent ! no, no, he'll never 
think of it, depend on't; however, lest the fit should 
grow strong upon him, I'll go and administer my vo- 
latiles to keep it under. [Exit. 

Gasp. Administer them cautiously then ; too strong 
a dose of your volatiles would make the fit stubborn. 
Vfho'd think that pretty arch look belonged to a ter- 
inagant? what a pity! 'twould be worth a thousand 
ducats to cure her. 

Vict* Has Inis told you I wanted to converse with 
you in private, Gasper? 

Gasp. Oh, yes, madam, and I took particular no- 
tice, that it was to be in private. Sure, says I, 

Mrs. Inis, Madam Victoria has not taken a fancy to 
me, and is going to break her mind. 

Vict, Whimsical ! ha ! ha ! suppose I should, Gas- 
per? 

Gasp. Why, then, madam, I should say, fortune 

had used you devilish scurvily, to give you a grey 

. beard in a livery. I know well enough, that some 

young ladies have given themselves to grey beards, ia 

d2 
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a gilded coach, and others have run away with a hand- 
some yoath in worsted lace; they each had their apo- 
logy.; but if you run away withme^ — pardon me, ma- 
dam, I could not stand the ridicule. 

Vici. Oh, very well ; but if you refuse to run away 
with me, will you do me another £ivour ? 

Oasp. Any thing youll order, madam, except danc- 
ing a fandango. 

Fict, You have seen my rich old uncle in the coun- 
try? 

Giup. What, Don Sancho, who, with two thirds 
of a century in his face, affects the misdemeanora of 
youth ; hides his baldness with amber locks, and com« 
plains of the tooth-ache, to make you believe, that 
the two rows of ivory he carries in his head, grew 
there ? 

Vict. Oh, you know him, I find; could }0u asr 
sume his character for an hour, and make love for 
him ? you know, it must be in the style of King Rode- 
rigo the First. 

Gasp. Hang it ! I am rather too near his own age ; 
to appear an old man with effect, one should not be 
above twenty ; 'tis always so on the stage. 

Viet* Pho ! you might pass for Juan's gvandson. 

Goip. Nay, if your ladyship condescends to flatter 
me, you have me. 

Viet. Then follow me ; for Don Csesar, I hear, is 
approaching — in the garden 111 make you acquainted 
with my plan, and impress on your mind every trait 
of my uncle's character. If you can hit him off, the 
arts of Laura shall be foiled^ somI Carlos be again Vic- 
toria's. [EMeuni^ 

Enter Don Casar, followed by Olivia. 

Gesar. No, no« 'tis too late — no coaxings ; I am 
resolved, I say. 

Olifo. But it is not too late, and you shan't be re- 
solved, I say. Indeed, now, 111 be upon my guar4 
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^ith the next Don — what's his^ name } not a trace of 
of the Xaniippe left. — Fll study to be charming. 

CiBsar, Nay, you need not study it, you are always 
charming enough, if you would but hold your tongue. 

OUfo. Do you think so ? then to the next lover I 
yrovLt open my lips ; I'll answer every thing he says 
with a smile, and if he asks me to have him, drop a 
courtesy of thankfulness. 

Casar, Pshaw! that's too much t'other way ; you 
are always either above the mark or below it ; you 
must talk, but talk with good humour. Can't you look 
gently and prettily, now, as I do ? and say, yes, sir, 
and no, sir; and 'tis very fine weather, sir; and pray, 
sir, were you at the ball last night? and, I caught a 
sad cold the other evening ; and, bless me ! I hear 
Lucinda has run away with her footman, and Don 

Philip has married his housemaid.-^ That's the way 

agreeable ladies talk, you never hear any thing else. 

Oliv, Very true ; and you shall see me as agree* 
able as the best of them, if you won't give me a mo- 
ther-in-law to snub me, and set me tasks, and to take 
up all the fine apartments, and send up poor little 
Livy to Iqdge next the stars. 

Ctesar. Ha ! if thou wert but always thus soft and 
goodhumoured, no mother-in-law in Spain, though 
she brought the Castiles for her portion, should have 
power to snub thee. But, Livy, the tiial's at hand, 
for at this moment do I expect Don Vincentio to visit 
you. He is but just returned from Tlngland, and, 
probably, has yet heard only of your beauty and for* 
tune ; I hope it is not from you he will learn the other 
part of your character. 

Oliv. This moment expect him ! two new lovers in 
a day?. 

Casar. Beginning already, as I hope to live I sty,; 
I. see 'tis in vain ; I'll send him an excuse, and marry . 
Marcella before night. 
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OUfo, Ohy no ! upon my obedience, I promise to be 
just the soft| citil creature, you have described. 

Enter a Servant, 

Set. Don Vincentio is below, sir. 

Ceesar. Ill wait upon him— well, go and colket 
a4l your smiies and your simpers, and remember M 
I have said to you ; — be gentle, and talk pretty littit^ 
small talk, d'ye hear, and if you please him, you shall 
have l^e portion of a Dutch burgomaster^s daughter^ 
and the pin-money of a princess, you jade, you. I 
think at last, I have done it ; the fear of this mother^ 
in-law wiit keep down the fiend in her, if any thin^ 
can. [Exk* 

Olixf. Hah ! my poor father, your anxieties will Ae» 
ver end till you bring Don Julio. But what shall I 
do with this Vincentio ? — I fear he is so perfectly bar-' 
monized, that to put hini in an ill temper will be inw 
practicable.— I must try, however; if 'tis possible to 
fln^ a discord. in him, I'll touch the string. [Etfil. 



SCSKR lUr 



Another Jpariment*^ 



inter VincENttct and CMnA.%* 

Vin. Presto, presto, signor ! where is thtf Olivia* 
7-«)t a moment to spare. I left off in all the fury of 
composition ; minums and crotchets have been bat- 
trmg it through my head the whole day, and trying a 
sdiAi^Feve in G sharp, htBs made me as flat its dou- 
ble F. 
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Cmutr. Sharp and flat! — ^trying a semibreve!— H>h 
-—gad, sir ! I had like not to have understood you ; 
but a semibreve is something of a demi-<ulvenn, I 
take it ; and yoQ have been pmctising the art miti* 
tary. 

rJM, Art military ! — ^what, sir ! are you iinac 
quainted with music? 

CcBsar. MusicI oh, I ask pardon ; then you are fond 
of music ^'ware of discords ! [Amde^ 

Vim, Fond of it ! devoted to it. — I composed a 
thing to-day, in all the gusto of Sacchini, and the 
sweetness of Gluck. But this recreant finger fails me 
in composing a passage in £ octave : if it does not 
gain more elastic vigpu^in a week, I shall be tempted 
io have it amputatedi and supply the-^ake with H 
q)nng. 

Ccuar* Mercy! amputate a finger; to supply a 
shake! 

Vm, Oh, that's a tri^^e in the road to reputatioiv— 
to be talked of, is the summum bonum of this life.— ^ 
A young man of rank should not glide through the 
world, without a distinguished rage, or, as they call it 
in England — a hobby-horse. 

Cctaar, A hobby horse! 

Ftft. Yes; that is, every man of figure determines 
on setting out in life, in that land of liberty, in what 
line to ruin himself; and that choice is called his 
kobby-horse. One, makes the turf his .scene of ac- 
tion — another drives about tall phaetons, to peep inta 
their neighbour's garret windows ; and a third rides 
his hobby-horse in parliament, where it jerks hitn, 
sometimes on one side^ and sometimes on the other ; 
sometimes in, and sometimes out; till at length, he \» 
jerked out of his honesty, and bis constituents out> of 
their freedom. 

Qesar* Ay! — ^Well, 'tis a wonder, that, with suclr 
sort of hobby-4iorses as these, they should still outiide 
all the world, to the goal of glory. 
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Fin, This h all cantabile ; nothing to do with the 
subject of the piece, which is Donna Olivia ; — pray 
give nrdhe key note to her heart. 

Qtsar, .Upon my word, signor, to speak in your own 
phrase, I believe that note has never yet been sound- 
ed.-*-* Ah ! here she comes ! look at her. — Isn't she a 
fine girl ? 

Fin. Touching! Musical Til be sworn! her very 
air is harmonious ! 

Ccuar. [Asid€^ I wish thou may'st find her tongue 

80. 

Enter Olivia, courtesies profoundly to each. 

Daughter, receive Don Vincentio — ^his rank, fortune, 
and merit, entitle him to the heiress of a grandee ; 
but he is contented to become my son-in-law, if yoa 
can please him. [Olivia courtesies agam. 

Fin. Please me I she entrances me ! Her presence 
thrills me like a cadenza of Pachierotti'S| and every 
nerve vibrates to the music of her looks. 

Her step andante gently moves^ 

Pianos glance from either eye ; 
Oh how larghetto is the heart 

That charms so forte can defy ! 

Donna Olivia, will you be contented to receive me as 
a lover ? 

OUv. Yes, sir — No, sir. 

Ffii. Yes, sir ! no, sir ! bewitching timidity ! 

Ccttar. Yes, sir, she's remarkably timid. — She's in 
the right cue, I see. [Aside, 

Fin. Tis clear you have never travelled — I shall 
be delighted to show you England. — You will there 
see how entirely timidity is banished the sex. You 
must affect a marked character, and maintain it at 
all hazards. 
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Olio, Tis a very fine day, air. 
Vm. Madam ! 

Oliv. I caught a sad caid the other evening. — Pray, 
■was yoi( at the ball last night ? 
Vin. What ball, fatr lady ? 

OUv. Bless me ! they say, Lucinda has ruti away 
vrith her footman, and Don PbiHp has married his 
house-maid. Now am I not very agreeable? 

[Apart to Don Cxsar. 
Cesar, Oh, such perverse obedience I 
Via. Really, madam, I have not the honouf to 
know Don Philip and Lucinda — nor am I happy 
enough, entirely to comprehend you. 

Oliv, No ! I only meant to be agreeable — but, per«* 
baps, you Lave no taste for pretty liftle small talk I 
Vin. Pretty little small talk ! s 
OUv. A marked character you. admire; so do I, I 
dote on it. — I would not resemble the rest of the 
world in any thing. 

Vin, My taste to the fiftieth part of a crotchet ! — » 
We shall agree admirably when we are married. 

Oliv. And that will be unlike the rest of the worldy 
and therefore, charming ! 

Casar. [Aside.] It will do ! I have bit her humour 
at last. Why didn't this young dog ofifer himself be* 
fore ? 

Olio. I believe, I have the honour to carry my taste 
that way, farther than you, Don Vincentio. Pntyi 
BOW, what is your usual style in living ? 

Vin, My winters I spend in Madrid, as other peo^ 
pie do. My summers I drawl through at my ce^ 
tie— — — 

Olw, As other people do ! — and yet you pretend to 
taste and singularity, ha ! ha ! ha I Good Don Vin- 
centio, never talk of a marked character again. Go 
into the country in July, to smell roses-and woodbines, 
when every body regales on their fragrance ! Now, I 
would rusticate only in wiater, and My bleak castle 
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should be decorated with verdure aud flowers, amidst 
the soft zephyrs of December. 

Gesor. lAwle,] Oh, she'll go too far ! 

Oliv. On the leafless trees I would hang green 
branches — the labour of silk worms, and, therefore, 
natural ; whilst my rose shrubs and myrtles should be 
scented by the first perfumers in Italy. Unnatural, 
indeed, but, therefore, singular and striking. 

Fm. Oh, charming ! You beat me, where I thought 
myself the strongest. Would they but establish news- 
papers here, to paragraph our singularities, we should 
be the most envied couple in Spain! 

Casar, [Aside*] fiy St. Antony, he is as mad as she 
is! 

Vint, What say you, Don Caesar? Olivia, and her 
winter garden, and I ^nd my music. 

Oliv. Music, did you say ? Music I I am pasi>ion- 
«tely fond of that 1 

Cmar, She has saved my life ! I thought she was 
goi^g to knock down his hobby*hoi*se. [Aside. 

V^in, You enchant me ! I have the finest band in 
Madrid — My first violin draws a longer bow than Gi- 

ardini ; my clarinets, my viol de gamba Oh, you 

shall have such concerts ! 

OUv* Concerts! Pardon me there — My passion is a 
single instrument. 

Vin. That's carrying singularity very far indeed! I 
love a crash ; so does every body of taste. 

Olvv. But my tastb isn't like every body's; my nerves 
are so particularly fine, that more than one instrument 
overpowers them. 

Vin. Pray tell me the name of that one : I am sure 
it must be the most elegant and captivating in the 
world. — I am impatient to know it — WclII have no 
other instrument in Spain, and. I will study to become 
its master, that I may woo you with its music* 
Charming Olivia ! tell me, is it a harpsichord } a pi- 
ano forte? a pentachord ? a harp ? 
5 
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(Mvo. You have it, you have it; a harp — yes, a 
Jew's harp is to me, the only instrument. Are you 
not charmed with the delightful h — u — m of its base, 
running on the ear, like the distant rumble of a state 
coach ? It presents the idea of vastness and importance 
to the mind. The moment you are its master — I'll 
give you my hand. 

Vin, Da capo, madam, da capo ! a Jew's harp ! 

Oliv, Bless me, sir, don't I tell you so? Violins chill 
mei clarinets, by sympathy, hurt my lungs; and, in- 
stead of maintaining a band under my roof, I ^ould 
not keep a servant, who knew a bassoon from a flute, 
or could tell, whether he heard a jigg, or a canzo- 
netta. 

Ccesar^ Oh thou perverse one ! you know you love 
concerts — ^you know you do. [In great Agitation, 

Oliv, I detest them! It's vulgar custom that at- 
taches people to the sound of fifty different instru- 
ments at once ; 'twould be as well to talk on the same 
subject, in fifty different tongues. A band ; 'tis a 
mere olio of sound ! I'd rather listen to a three-string- 
ed guitar, serenading a sempstress in some neighbour- 
ing garret. 

Casar. Oh you Don Vincentio, this is nothing 

but perverseness, wicked perverseness. Hussy 1 — 
didn't you shake, when you inentioned a garret? didn't 
bread and water, and a step-mother come into your 
head at the same time? 

Vine. Piano, piano, good sir! Spare yourself all 
ferther trouble. Should the Princess of Guzzarat, 
and all her diamond mines, offer themselves, I would 
not accept them, in lieu of my band — a band, that has 
half ruined me to collect. I would have allowed 
Donna Olivia a blooming garden in winter; I would 
even, have procured barrenness and snow for her in the 
dog-'lays ; but, to have my band insulted ! — to have 
my knowledge in music slighted ! — to be roused from 
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all the energies of compoBition, bv the drone of a Jew's 
harp ! I cannot breathe under the idea. 
Ccuar, Then — then you refuse her, sir? 
Fin. I cannot use so harsh a word — I take my 
leave of the lady — Adieu, madam' — ^I leave you to en* 
joy your solos, whilst I % to the raptures of a crash. 

[Exit. 

ICm%ak goes yp to keTf wd hoh her in the 

Face ; then goes <^vnthout speaking. 

OUv. Mercy ; that silent anger is terrifying : I read 

a yo«ng mother-in-law, and an old lady abbess, in eve» 

TY line of his face. 

En^fr Victoria. 

Well, you heard the whole, I suppose — heard poor 
unhappy me scorned and rejected. 

Vict, I heard you in imminent danger ; and expect- 
. ^d Signor Da Capo would have snapped you up, in 
cpite of caprice and extravagance. 

OUv. Oh, they charmed, instead of scaring him, 
I soon found, that my only chance was to fall across 
his caprice. Where is the philosopher who could 
withstand that? 

Vict. But what, my good cousin, does all this tend 
to? 

OUv.- 1 dare say you can guess. Penelope had ne- 
ver cheated her lovers with a never-ending web, had 
she not had an Ulysses. 

Vict. An Uly8se» ! what, are you then married ? 

Oliru O no, not yet 1 but, believe me, my design ii 
|iot to lead apes; nor is my heart an icicle. If you 
phuse to know more, put on your veil, and slip with 
^e through the garden, to the Prado. 

Vict, I can't, indeed. I am this moment going to 
dress en homme^ to visit the impatient Portuguese* 
. Oliv. Send an excuse ; for, positively, you go with 
^e. Heaven and earth ! I am going to meei a man ! 
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^^whom, I have been ^1 eaougby to dreaiB and think 
of these two years, and I don't know that ever ho 
thought of me in his life. 

' VicU Two years discovering that ? 
Olvo, He has been abroad. The only time I ever 
saw him was at the Duchess of Medina's — there 
^were a thousand people ; and be was so elegant, so 
careless, so handsome ! — In a word, though he set off 
for France the next morning, by some witchcraft or 
other, he has been before my eyes ever since. 
VicU Was the impression mutual ? 
Olvo, He hardly noticed me. I was then a bashful 
thing, just out of a convent, and shrunk from obser- 
vation. 

Vict, Why, I thought you were goings to meet 
him. 

O/rv. To be sure; I sent him a command this 
morning, to be at the Prado. 1 am determined to 

find out if his heart is engaged, and if it is 

Vict. Youll cross your arms, and crown your brow 
"with willows? 

0/tV. No, positively ; not whilst we have myrtles. 
I woiild prefer Julio, 'tis true, to all his sex ; but if he 
is stupid enough to be insensible to me, 1 shan't for 
that reason, pine like a girl, on chalk and oatmeal. — 
No, no; in that case, 1 shall form a new plan, and 
treat my future lovers with more civility. 

Vict, f ou are the only woman in love, I ever heard 
talk reasonably. 

0/tv. Well, prepare for the Prado,. and Fll give yoU 
a lesson against your days of widowhood. Don't you 
wish this the moment, Victoria ? A pretty widow at 
four-and-twenty has more subjects, and a wider em- 
pire, than the first monarch upon earth. 1 long to 
see you in your weeds. 

Vkt, Never may you see them ! Oh, Olivia ! my 
happiness, my )ife, depend on my husband. The fond 
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hop^ of still being united to him, gives me sfMrirs in 
my a£9iction, jond enables me to support even the pe- 
riod of his neglect with patience. [Exeunt. 



ACT THE THIRD. 



SCBNS !• 



A long Street, 



Julio enters from a Garden Gate, with precipitation ; 
a Servant within, fastens the Gate, 

JuHb, Yes, yes, bar the gate fast, Cerberus, lest 
some other curk)U3 traveller should stumble on your 
confines. — If ever I am so caught again — 

Garcia enters, going Itastily across^ Julio seizes 



Don Garcia, never make love to a woman in a veil. 

Gar, Why so, pr ythee ? Veils and secrecy are the 
chief ingredients in a Spanish amour ; but in two 
years, Julio, thou art grown absolutely French. 

Julio^ That may be ; but if ever 1 trust to a veil 
again, may no lovely, blooming beauty ever trust me. 
Why dost know, I have been an hour at the feet of a 
cri ature, whose first birth-day must have been kept 
the latter end of the last century, and whose trem- 
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bli»g, weak "voice, I mistook for the timid cadence of 
bashfoi fifteen! 

Gar. Ha ! ha ! ha ! What a happiness to have seen 
thee in thy raptures, petitioning for half a glance on* 
ly, of the charms the envious veil concealed ! 

JuUo. Yes; and when she unveiled her Gothic 
countenance, to render the thing completely ridicu- 
lous, she began moraiieing; and positively Mrould 
not let me out of the snare, till I had persuaded her 
fihe had worked a conversion, and that Td never make 
love — but in an honest way, again. 
- Gar. Oh, that honest way of love-making is de- 
l^^htful, to be sure ! 1 had a dose of it this morning ; 
but, happily, the ladies have not yet learned to veil 
their tempers, though they have their faces. 

Enter Don Vincentio. 

Vin. Julio! Garcia! congratulate me! — Such an 
escape! 

jidi». What have you escaped ? 

Fin, Matrimony. 

Gar. Nay, then our congratulations may be mu- 
tual t have had a matrimonial escape too, this very 
day. I was almost on the brink of the ceremony with- 
the veriest Xantippe ! 

Vin. Oh, that was not my case — mine was a sweet 
creature, all elegance, all life. 

JuUo, Then where's the cause of congratulation ? 

Vin. Cause t why she's ignorant of music ! prefers 
a jig to a canzonetta, and a Jew's harp to a penta- 
chord. 

Gar, Had «ny nymph no other fault, I would par- 
don that, for she was lovely and rich. 

Vin* Mine, too, was lovely and rich ; and, 111 be 
sworn, as ignorant of scolding, as of the gama I — but 
not to know music ! 

Jubo* Gentle, lovely, and rich ! and ignorant ofv- 
ly of music ? 

B 2 
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Gar* A venial crime indeed ! if the &weet creature 
will marry roe, she shall carry a Jew's harp always in 
her train, as a Scotch laird does his^ bagpipes. I wish 
you'd give me your interiest. 

Vin. Oh, most willingly, if thou hast so gross an in- 
clination ; ril name thee as a duU-souled, largo fel- 
low, tQ her father, Don Caesar. 

Gar. Caesar ! what Don Caesar ? 

Vin. De Zuniga. 

Gar. Impossible! 

Vin, Oh, ril answer for her mother. So much is 
Don Zuniga, her father, that he doe^ not know a se- 
mibreve from a culver in ! 

Gar. The name of the lady ? 

Vin. Olivia. 

Gar. Why, you must be mad — that's my terma- 
gant ! 

Viu. Termagant ! — ha ! ha ! ha ! Thou hast cer- 
tainly some vixen of a mistress, who infects thy cars 
towards the whole sex. Olivia is timid and elegant. 

Gar. By Juno, there never existed such a scold! 

Vin. By Orpheus, tliere never was a gayer temper- 
ed creature! — Spirit enough to be charming, that's all. 
If she lov^d harmony, Td marry her to-morrow. 

Julio. Ha ! ha ! what a ridiculous jangle ! 'Tis evi- 
dent you speak of two different women. 

Gar. I speak of Donna Olivia, hdress to Don Cae- 
sar de Zuniga. 

Vin. I speak of the heiress of Don Caesar de Zu- 
niga, who is called Donna Olivia. 

Gar. Sir, I perceive you mean to insult me. 

Vin. Your perceptions are very rapid, sir, but if 
you chuse to think so, Til settle that point with you 
immediately : But, for fear of consequences, Til ily 
home, and add the last bar to my concerto, and then 
meet you where you please. 

Julio, Pho! this is evidently misapprehension. 
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To clear the matter up. 111 visit the kdy, if yoall 
introduce me, Vincentio ; — but yoa tfaall both pro- 
mise to be governed in this dispute, by ny decisioo. 

Vin. V\\ introduce you widi joy, if youH try to 
persuade her of the necessity of music, and the 
charms of harmony. 

Gar, Yes, she neodsthat ^Yoallfind her all jar 

and discord. 

Jtdio. Come, no more, Garcia ; thou ait but a sort 
of male vixen thyself. Melodious Vinceotio, when 
shall I expect you ? 

Vin, This evening. 

Julio, Not this evening; I haveeng^iged to meet a 
goldfinch in a grove — then I shall have music, you 
rogue! 

Vin, It won't sing at night. 

JvUo, Then 111 talk to it till the morning, and hear 
it pour out its matins to the rising sun. Call on me 
to-morrow ; HI then attend ynu to Domm Olivia, and 
declare faithfully the impression her character makes 
on me. — Come, Garcia, I must not leave you together, 
lest his crotchets, and your minoms, should fall into 
a crash of discords. [Rxatnt^ oppoiite Sida. 



^ENE It. 



Thf Prado. 



Enter Dov Cablo8« 



Ciw. All haii to the powers of burgundy ! Three 
Hasks to my own share ! What sorrows can stand 
against three flasks of burgundy? I was a damned 
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melancholy fellow this mornings going to shoot niy- 
selfy to get rid of my troubles. — Where are my troa* 
bles now ? Gone to the moon, to look for my wits ; 
and there, 1 ho]>e, they'll remain together, if t>ne can- 
not come bacic without t'other. But where is this in- 
dolent dog, Julio? He fit to receive appointments 
from ladies ! Sure I have not missed the hour — No, 
but seven yet — [Looking at his Watch^ — Seven's the 
hour, by all the joys Of burgundy ! The rogue must 
be here — diet's reconnoitre. 

Enter Victoria and Olivia, veiled^ from the top* 

OHv, Positively, mine's a pretty spark, to let me be 
first at the place of appointment. 1 have half resolv- 
ed to go home again, to punish him. 

Vict^ ril answer for its being but half a resolution 
— to make it entire would be, to punish yourself. — 
There's a solitary man — Is not that he? 

Olio. I think not. If he'd please to turn his face 
this way — — 

Vici* That's impossible, while the loadstone is the 
other way. He is looking at the woman in the next 
walk — Can't you disturb him ? 

Oliv. [Scream.] Oh ! a frightful frog! 

[Carlos turm^ 

Vict, Heavens, 'tis my husband ! 

Oliv. Your husband ! Is that Don Carlos ? 

Vict, It is indeed. 

Oliv. Why, really, now I see the man, I don't won- 
der that you are in no hurry for your weeds. He is 
moving towards us. 

Vict. 1 cannot speak to him, and yet my soul (lies 
to meet him. 

Car. Pray, lady, what occasioned that pretty 
scream ? I shrtwdly suspect it was a trap. 

Olio. A trap ! ha ! ha ! ha ! — a trap for you ! 

Car* Why not, madam ? Zounds, a man six feet 
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high, and three flasks of burgundy in his head, is 
Worth laying a trap for. 

Oliv. Yes, unless he happens to be trapped before. 
Tis about two years since you was caught, I take it — 
Do keep farther off ! — Odious ! a married man ! 

Car, The devil ! Is it posted under every saint in 
the street, that I am a married man ? 

Oliv, No, you carry the marks about you ; that 
rueful phiz could never belong to a bachelor. — Be* 
sides, there's an odd appearance on your temples — 
does your hat sit easily ? 

Car, By all the thorns of matrimony, if-— 

OUv* Poor roan ! how natural to swear by what 
one feels — but why were you in such haste to gather 
the thorns of matrimony i Bless us ! had you but 
looked about you a little, what a market might 
have been made of that fine, proper, promising person 
of yours! 

Car, Confound thee, confound thee ! If thou art a 
wife, may thy husband plague thee with jealousies, 
and thou never be able to give him cause for them ; 
and if thou art a maid, may'st thou be an old one ! 
[Goingt fneets DoK Julio.] Oh, Julio, look not that 
way ; there's a tongue will stun thee ! 

Julio, Heaven be praised ! I love female prattle* 
A woman's tongue can never scare me. Which of 
these two goldfinches makes the music ? 

Car, Oh, this is as silent as a turtle — [Taking ViC' 
toria's Hand,] — only coos now and then, — Perhaps 
you don't hate a married man, sweet one ? 

Vict. You guess right ; I love a married man. 

Car. Hah, say'st thou so f wilt thou love me ? 

Vict, Will you let me ? 

Car, Let thee, my charmer! how 111 cherish thee 
for't ! — What would I not give for thy heart ! 

Vict, I demand a price, that, perhaps, you cannot 
give — I ask unbounded love ; but you have a wife* 
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Car, And, therefore, the readier to love every other 
woman ; 'tis in your favour, child. 

Fid. Will you love me ever ? 

Car. Ever ! yes, ever; till we find each other dull 
company, and yawn, and talk of our neighbours for 
amusement. 

Vict. Farewell ! I suspected you to be a bad chap- 
nan, and that you would not reach my terms. 

Car, Nay, Til come to your terms, if I can ; — but 
move this way ; I am fearful of that wood-pecker at 
your elbow — should she begin again, her noise will 
scare all the pretty loves that are playing about my 
heart* Don't turn your head towards them ; if you 
like to listen to love tales, you'll meet fond pairs 
enough in this walk. [Forcing her genthf off, 

Julio, I really believe, though you deny it, that you 
are my destiny — that is, you fated me hither. See, is 
not this your mandate ? 

[Taking a Letter from his Pocket. 

Oliv, Oh, delightful ! the scrawl of some chamber- 
maid : or, perhaps, of your valet, to give you an air. 
What is it signed i Marriatornes ? Tomasa ? Sancha f 

Julio. Nay, now I am convinced the letter is 
yours, since you abuse it : so you may as well con- 
fess? 

Oliv, Suppose I should, you can't be sure that I do 
not deceive you. 

Julio. True ; but there is one point in which I have 
made a vow not to be deceived ; therefore, the pre- 
liminary is, that you throw off your veil. 

Oliv. My veil! 

Julio, Positively ! if you reject this article, our ne- 
gociation ends. 

OHv, You have no right to offer articles, unless you 
own yourself conquered. 

Julio, I own myself willing to be conquered, and 
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have, therefore, a right to make the best terms I can* 
Do you accede to the demand ? 

Oliv. Certainly not. 

Julio. You had better. 
. Oliv. I protest I will not. 

JuUo. [/4side,\ My life upon't, I make you. Why, 
madam, how absurd this is! — yet, 'tis of no conse* 
quence, for I know your features, as well as though I 
saw them. 

Oliv, How can that be ? 

Julio. I judge of what you hide, by what I see — I 
could draw your picture. 

Oliv. Charming! pray begin the portrait. 

JuUo, Imprimis, a broad high forehead, rounded 
at the top, like an old-fashioned gateway. 

Oliv. Oh, horrid! 

Julio. Little grey eyes, a sharp nose, and hair, the 
colour of rusty prunella* 

OUv. Odious! 

Julio. Pale cheeks, thin lips, and 

Olro. Hold, hold, thou villifier! [Tkrorta ojf her 
Veilf he sinks on one Knee.] There ! yes, kneel in con* 
trition for your malicious libel. 

JuUo. Say, rather, in a^ioration. What a charm- 
ing creature ! 

Oliv. So, now for what lies on the other side. 

JuUo. A forehead formed by the Graces; hair, 
which Cupid would steal for his bow-strings, were he 
not engaged in shooting through those sparkling hazel 
circlets, which nature has given you tor eyes; lips ! 
that 'twere a sin to call so ; they are fresh gathered 
rose leaves, with the fragrant morning dew, still hang- 
ing on their roubded surface. 

Oliv. Is that extemporaneous, or ready cut, for 
every woman who takes off her veil to you ? 

JuUo. I believe, 'tis not extemporaneous; for na- 
ture, when she finished you, formed the sentiment in 
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my heart, and there it has been hid, till you, for whom 
it was formed, called it into words. 

OUv. Suppose I should understand, from all this, 
that you have a mind to be in love with me ; would 
not you be finely caught ? 

JiUio, Charmingly caught ! if youll let me under- 
stand, at the same time, that you have a mind to be 
IB love with me. 

Olio. In love with a man! Heavens! I never loved 
any thing but a squirrel ! 

JwRo* Make me your squirrel — I'll put on your 
chain, and gambol and play for ever at your side. 

the chaiii i 

Julio, Then loosen it ; for, if ohce that humour 
•eises me, restraint won't cure it. Let me spring and 
bound at libeny, and when I return to my lovely mis- 
tress, tired of all but her, fasten me again to your gir- 
dle, and kiss me while you chide. 

dliv. Your servant— to encourage you to leave me 
again ? 

Julio, No ; to make returning to you, the strong- 
est attraction of my life. Why are you silent i 

OUeo. I am debating, whether to be pleased or dis- 
pleased, at what you have said. 

Jtt/io. Well? 

Olvo. You shall know when I have determined. 
My friend and yours are approaching this way, and 
they must not be interrupt^. 

Julio. Twould be barbarous — we'll retire as far off 
as you please. 

Olifv, But we retire separately, sir; that lady is a 
woman of honour, and this moment of the greatest 
importance to her. You may, however, conduct me 
to the gate, on condition that you leave me instantly. 

Julio. Leave her instantly — oh, then i know my 
4!tte. [Exk together^ at /op. 
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Enter CAHhOHy foUoved by Victoria, unveiled. 

Car. [Lookiffg back on her,] My wife ! 

Vici. Oh, Heavens ! I will veil myself again. I 
will hide my face for evpr from you, if you will still 
feast my ears with those soft vows, which, a moment 
since, you poured forth so eagerly. 

Car* My wife ! — making love to my own wife! 

Vkt. Why should one of the dearest moments of 
my life, be to you so displeasing f 

Car. So, I am caught in this snare, by way ef 
agreeable surprise, I suppose. 

VicL 'Would you could think it so I 

Car. No, madam ! by Heaven, 'tis a surprise fatal 
to every hope, with which you may have flattered 
yourself. What! am I to be followed, haunted', 
watched? 

Vict, Not to upbraid you. I followed you be- 
cause my castle without you, seemed a dreary desert. 
Indeed, I will never upbraid you. 

Car. Generous assurance ! never upbraid me — no, 
by Heavens ! FU take care you never shall. She has 
touched my soul, but I dare not yield to the impres* 
sion. Her softness is worse than death to me! 

[Aside. 

VicL 'Would I could find words to please you ! 

Car. You cannot ; therefore leave me, or suffer me 
to go, without attempting to follow me. 

Vict. Is it possible you can be so barbarous ? 

Car. Do not expostulate; your first vowed duty is 
obedience — that word so grating to your sex. 

Vict. To me it was never grating; to obey you has 
been my joy ; even now I will not dispute your will, 
though I feel, for the first time, obedience hateful. 
[Going, and then turning back.] Oh, Carlos ! my dear 
Carlos! I go, but my soul remains with you. [Exitm 

Car. Oh, horrible! had I not taken this har»h mea- 
sure, I must have killed myself; for how could I tell 
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her that I have made her a heggar ? better she should 
hate, detest me, than that my tenderness should give 
her a prospect of felicity, which now she can never 
taste. Oh, wine-created spirit ! where art thou now f 
Madness, return to me again ! for reason presents me 
nothing but despair. 

9 

Enter J vLiOf from the top. 

JuUo. Carlos, who the devil can they be? my 
charming little witch was inflexible. I hope yours 
has been more communicative. 

Car. Folly! Nonsense! 

Julio, Folly ! Nonsense! What, a pretty woman's 
smile! -^but you married fellows have neither taste nor 

joy. 

Car. Pshaw! [Exit. 

Julio, Pshaw ! that's a husband ! Humph — suppose 
my fair one should want to debase me into such an 
animal ; she can't have so much villany in her dis- 
position : and yet, if she should ? pho! it won't bear 
thinking about. If I do so mad a thing, it must be 
as cowards fight, without daring to reflect on the dan- 
ger. [Exit. 



SCENE III. 



An Apartment in the House of Don Vasquez, 
Marcella's Father. 



Enter Don Cjesab and Don Vasquez. 



Ctesar. Well, Don Vasquez, and a ^you- 



then I say, you have a raind that 1 should marry your 
daughter? 
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Va$q. It is sufficient, Aignor, that you hav« signUied 
to us your intention — my daughter shall prove her 
gratitude, in her attention to your felicity. 

Cassar, Egad, now it comes to the push ! [Aside^ 
bem, hem ! — but just nineteen, you say ? 

Va»q. Exactly, the eleventh of last month. 

Ccuar* Pity it was not twenty. 

Vasq. Why, a year can make no difference, I should 
think. 

Cceaar. O, yes it does , a yearns a great deal ; they 
are so skittish at nineteen. 

Vasq, Those who are skittish at nineteen, I fear, 
you won't find much mended at twenty. Marcella 
is very grave, and a pretty little, plump, fair 

Ccuar, Ay, fair again! pity she isn't brown, or olive 
^ — I like your olives. 

Va»q, Brown and olive! you are very whimsical, 
my old friend ! 

Cassar. Why, these fair girls are so stared at by the 
men; and the young fellows, now-a-days, have a 
damned impudent stare with them — ^'tis very abash- 
ing to a woman — very distressing ! 

Vasq. Yes, so it is ; but happily their distress is of 
that nature, that it generally goes off in a simper. 
But come, I'll send Marcella to you, and she will — 

Casar, No, np, stay my good friend. [Gasping.] 
You are in a violent hurry ! 

Vasq. Why, truly, signor, at our time of life, when 
we determine to marry, we have no time to lose. 

C(Bsar. Why, that's very true, and so — oh ! St. An- 
tony, now it comes to the point — but there can be no 
harm in looking at her — a look won't bind us for bet- 
ter for worse, y^side.] Well, then, if you have a 
mind, I say, you may let me see her. , 

[Exit Vasq IT F.Z. 
[CfBsar Puts an his Spectacles.] Ay, here she comes 
I hear her — trip, trip, trip ! I don't like that step. 
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A woman should always tread steadily, with digaity, 
it awes the men. 

Enter Vasquez, leading Marcella. 

Vaaq. There, Marcella, behold your future hus- 
band ; and remember, that your kindness to him, will 
be the standard of your duty to me. [Exit^ 

Mar. Oh, Heavens ' [Aside* 

Cttsar, Somehow, I am afraid to look round. 

Mar, Surely he does not .know that I am here ! 

[Coughs genthf. 

Cctsar. So, she knows how to give an item, I find* ' 

Mar. Pray, signor, have you any commands for 
me? 

Ccssar. Hum I — ^not nonplussed at all ! [Looks 
around.] Oh ! that eye, I don't like that eye. 

Mar. My father commanded me 

Cctsar. Yes, I know — I know. [To her^ Why, 
now I look again, there is a sort of a modest — Oh, 
that smile ; that smile will never do. [Aside. 

■Mar. I understand, signor, that you have demand- 
ed my hand in marriage. 

CoBsar. Upon my word, plump to the point ! [Aside.] 
Yes, I did a sort of — I can't say but that 1 did 

Mar, I am not insensible of the honour you do me, 
sir, but — but i 

CoBsar. But 1-^What, don't you like the thoughts of 
the match ? 

Mar. Oh, yes, sir, yes — exceedingly. I dare not 
•ay no. [Aside, 

Ccesar. Oh, you do — exceedingly ! What, I sup- 
pose, child, your head is full of jewels, and finery, and 
equipage } [With ill humour. 

Mar, No, indeed, sir. 

Caxar. No, what then ? what sort of a life do you 
expect to lead, when you are my wife ? what plea* 
sures d'ye look: forward to ? . 

Mar. None. 
4 
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•• • 

Casar. Hey! 

Mar. I shall obey my father, sir; I shall marry 
you ; but I shall be most wrenched ! {JVeeps* 

Ca^ar, Indeed \ 

Mar, There is not a fate I would not prefer ; — but 
pardon roe ! 

Caxar. Go on, go on, I never was better pleased. 

Mar, Pleased at my reluctance ! 

Casar. Never, never better pleased in my life ;— so 
you had realty, now, you young baggage, rather have 
me for a grandfather, than ttiwbftnd 7 

Mar. Forgive my frankness, sir — ^a thoTO miJlliiim ! 

C(Bsar, My dear girl, let me kiss your hand.-— 
Egad ! you've let me off charmingly. 1 was frighten- 
ed out of my wits, lest you should hlive taken as vio* ' 
lent an inclination to the match, as your father 
has. 

Mar, Dear sir, you charm me. 

Casar* But harkye ! — youll certainly ' incur your 
father's anger, if I don't take the refusal entirely on 
myself, which I will do, if you'll only assist me in 
a little business I have in hand. 

Mar, Any thing to show my gratitude. 

CcBsar, You must know, 1 can't get my daughter to 
marry — there's nothing on earth will drive her to it, 
but the dread of a mother-in-law. Now, if you will 
let it appear to her, that you and I are driving to the 
goal of matrimony, I believe it will do — what say 
you f shall we be lovers jn play ? 

Mar. If you are sure it will be only in play. 

Casar, Oh, my life upon't — but we must be very 
fond, you know. 

Mar, To be sure — exceedingly tender; ha! ha! 
ha! 

Cofsar, You must smile upon me, now and then, 
roguishly ; and slide your hand into mine, when you 
are sure she sees you, and let me pat your cheeky 

and 

r 2 
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Man Oh, no farther^ pray; that will be quite suf- 
ficient. 

Cctsar. Gad, I begin to take a fancy to your rogue's 
face, now Vm in no Hanger ; mayn't we — mayn't we 
salute sometimes, it will seem infinitely more natural* 

Mar, Never! such an attempt would make me fly 
off at once. 

Cctsar. Well, you must be lady governess in this bu* 
siness. I'll go home, now, and fret madam, about 
lier young raother-inrlaw — By'e, sweeting ! 

Mar. B/e, charmer ! 

Cctsar, Oh, bless its pretty eyes ! [Exit. 

Mar. Bless its pretty spectacles ! ha I ha ! ha ! 
enter into a league with a cross old father against a 
daughter ! why, how could he suspect me capable of 
so much treachery ? I could not answer it to my 
conscience. No, no, Til acquaint Dpnna Olivia with 
the plot; and, as in duty bound, we'll turn our arms 
against Don Caesar. . [Esii. 



ACT THE FOURTH. 



SCENE U 



DoNNA Laura's* 



Enter Dovna Laura oiui Pedro. 

Laura. Well, Pedro, hast thou seen Don Florig f 
Fed. Yes, Donna. 
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Laura. How did he look when be read my letter f 

Ped. Mortal well; I never «ee^d him look better^- 
be'd got on a new cloak, and a 

Laura. Pho, blockhead ! did he look pleased ? did 
he kiss my name f did he press the billet to his bo« 
som with all the warmth of love ? 

Fed. No, he didn't warm it that way; but he did 
another, for he put it into the fire. 

Laura. How ! 

Ped. Yes, and when I spoke, he started, for, I think, 
he had forgot that I was by — so, says he, go homa 
and tell Donna Laura, I fly to her presence. 

[She TDOces her Hand for hm to go* 

Laura. Is it possible? so contemptuously to destroy 
the letter, in which my whole heart overflowed witA 
tenderness ! Oh, how idly I talk ! he is here: bis very 
voice pierces my heart ! I dare not meet his eye thus 
discomposed ! [Exit. 

Enter Victoria, in Men's Clothes^ preceded by 

Sancha.. 

Son. I will inform my mistress that yog are here, 
Don Florio ; 1 thought she had been in (his apart- 
ment. [Exit. 

Vict. Now must I, with a mind torn by anxieties, 
once more assume the lover of ray husband s mistress 
—-of the woman, who has robbed me of his heart, amd 
his children of their fortune. Sure mv task is hard. 
Oh, love ! Oh, married love, assist me I If I can, by 
any art, obtain from her that fatal deed, I shall save 
my little ones from ruin, and then — But I hear her 
step. [Jgitatedy pressing her Hand on her Bosom.] — 
There ! I have hid my griefs within my hearty and, 
now for all the impudence of an accomplished cavar 
lier ! [Sings an air^ sets her Hat in the Glass, dances a 
Jew StepSf 4*^. then runs to Laura, and seizes her 
Hand.} My lovely Laura 1 

p 3 
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Lamra, That look speaks Laura loved, as well ai 
lovely. 

Vici, To be sure ! Petrarch immortalized his Laura 
by his verses^ and mine shall be immortal in my pas- 
sion. 

Laura. Ob, Florio, how deceitful I I know' not 
what enchantment binds me to thee. 

Vict. Me! my dear ! is all this to me? 

[Playing carelessly with the Feather in her Hat* 

Laura. Yes, ingrate, thee! 

Vict, Positively, Laura, you have these extrava* 
gancies so often, 1 wonder my passion can stand them. 
To be plain, those violences in your temper may make 
a pretty relief in the fiat of matrimony, child, but they 
do not suit that state of freedom which is necessary to 
my happiness. It was by such destructive arts as 
these you cured DonCarlos^of his love. 

Laura., Cured Don Carlos ! ^ Oh, Florio ! wert thou 
but ^s he is ? 

Vict, Why, you don't pretend he loves you still ? 

[Eagerly. 
. Laura. Yes, most ardently and truly* ^ 

Vict. Hah ! 

Laura. If thou wouldst persuade me that thy pas- 
sion is real, borrow his words, his looks ; be a hypo- 
crite one dear moment, and speak to me in all the 
phrenzy of that love, which warms the heart of Carlos* 

Vict. The heart of Carlos ! 

Laura. Hah, that seemed a jealous pang — ^it gives 
my hopes new life. [Aside.] Yes, Florio, he^ indeed, 
knows what it is to love. For me he forsook a beau- 
teous wife ; nay, and with me he would forsake hii 
country. 

Viet. Villain ! Villain! 

Laura. Nay, let not the thought distress ' you 
thus;— Carlos, I despise — he is the weakest of man« 
kind. 
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' Vict, Tis false, madam, you cannot despise him. — 
Carlos the weakest of mankiiid ! Heavens ! what wo- 
man could resist him? Persuasion sits on his tongue, 
and love, almighty love, triumphant in his eyes! 
• Laura. This is strange ; you speak of your rival 
with the admiration of a mistress, 

Vict. Laura! it is the fate of jealousy, as well as 
love, to see the charms of its object, increased and 
heightened. I am jealous —jealous to distraction, of 
Don Carlos; and cannot taste peace, unless you'll 
dwear never to see him more. 

Laura. I swear, joyfully swear, never to behold or 
speak to him again. When, dear youth, shall we r^ 
tire to Portugal f — We are not safe here. 

Vict. You know I am not rich. — You must first 
sell the lands my rival gave you, 

[Observing her inth apprehension. 

Laura. Tis done — I have found a purchaser, and 
to-morrow the transfer will be finished. 

Vict. [Aside] Ah! I have now then nothing to 
trust to but the ingenuity of Gasper. There is reason 
to fear Don Carlos had no right in that estate, with 
which you supposed yourself endowed. 

Laura. No right 1 what can have given you those 
suspicions ? 

Vict. A conversation with Juan, his steward — 
who assures me that his master never had an estate in 
Leon. 

Laura. Never! what not by marriage? 

Vict. Juan says so. 

Laura. My blood runs cold; can I have taken 
pains to deceive myself? — Could I think so, I should 
be mad ! 

Vict. These doubts may soon be annihilated, or 
confirmed to certainty.— I have seen Don Sanchoy 
the uncle of Victoria; he is now in Madrid, — 
You have told me that he once proftssed a passion 
for you. 
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Laura. Ob, to excess ; biit at that time I had an- 
other object. 

Vkt, Have you conversed with him much ? 

Laura. I never saw him nearer than from my bal- 
cony, where he used to ogle me through a glass, sus- 
pended by a ribbon, like an order of knighthood ; he 
is weak enough to fancy it eives him an air of dis- 
tinction—Ha I ha ! But where can I find him ? I 
must see him. 

Vict. Write him a billet, and I will send it to his 
lodgings. 

Laura. Instantly-— Dear Florio, a new prospect 
opens to me — Don Sancho is rich and generous; 
and, by playing on his passions, his fortune may be a 
constant fund to us. — 111 dip my pen in flattery. 

[Exit. 

Vict. Base woman ! how can I pity thee, or regret 
the steps which my duty obliges me to take ? For 
myself, I would not swerve from the nicest line of 
rectitude, nor wear the shadow of deceit. — But, for 
my children! — Is there a parental heart that will not 
pardon me ? [Exit^ 



SCEVE II. 



Dov Casak's. 



Enter Olivia and Minette* 

OUv* Welly here we are in private — what is this 
charming intelligence of which thou art so full this 
morning ? 

Min. Why, ma'am, as I was In the balcony that 
overlooks Don Vasquez's gardeui Donna Marcella 
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told me, that Don Csesar had last night been to pay 
her a visit previous to their marriage, and — 
• 0/tv. Their marriage ! How can you give me the 
intelligence with such a look of joy ? Their marriage ! 
-—what will become of me ? 

Min. Dear ma'am ! if you'll but have patience.— 
She says, that Don Caraar and she are perfectly 
agreed — 

0/tv. Still with that smirking face ? — I can't have 
patience. 

Mm, Then, madam, if you won't let me tell the 
story, please to read it Here's a letter from Donna 
Marcella. 

OHv. Why did yoo not give it me at first ? 

[Reads, 

Mm. Because I did'nt like to be cut out of my 
story. If orators were obliged to come to the point 
at once, mercy on us ! what tropes and figures we 
should lose ! 

OlvD. Oh, Minette! I give you leave to ' smirk 
again — listen. [Reads,] I am more terrified at the idea 
ef becoming ^your father's toifey than you are. in the ex* 
pectation of' a stepmother ; and Don Catsar Doould be as 
loath as either of us, — He only means to frighten you 
into matritnony, and I have, on certain conditions^ agreed 
to assist htm ; but^ whatever you may hear^ or see^ be 
assured that nothing is so impossibky as that he should 
become the husband of Donna MareeUa, — Oh, delight- 
ful girl ! how I love her for this ! 

Min, Yes, ma'am ; and if you'd had patience^ I 
should have told you that she's now here with Don 
Caesar, in grave debate how to begin the attack; 
which must force you to take shelter in the arms of a 
husband. 

Olio, Ah, no matter how they begin it ! Let them 
amuse themselves in raising batteries; my reserved 
fire shall tumble them about their ears, in the mo- 
iaent my poor father is singing his lo's for victory.-^ 
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Bat here come the lovers. —Well, I protest now, six- 
teen and sixty is a very comely sight. — ^Tis contrast 
gives effect to every thing. — Lud ! how my father 
ogles ! I had no idea he was such a sort of man.— 
I am really afraid he isn't quite so good as he should 
be! 

Enter Don Cjesar, leading Marc ell a^ 

Ctuar, H — uml Madam looks very -placid; »^we 
shall discompose her, or I am mistaken. [Apart,] So, 
Olivia, 'here s Donna Marcella come to visit you — 
though, as matters are, that respect is due from you. 

Oliv. I am sensible of the condescension. — My dear 
ma'am, how very good this is ! [Taking her Hand* 

CctMr. Yes, you'll think yourself wonderfully 
obliged, when you know all! [Aside,'] Pray, Donna 
Marceiia, what do you think of these apartments ? — 
The furniture and decorations are my daughter's 
taste ; would you wish them to remain, or will you 
give orders to have them changed ? 

Mar, Changed, undoubtedly ; I can have nobod/g 
taste govern my apartments but my own. ^ 

CcMar, Ah, that touches ! — See how she looks !— 
[Apart.] They shall receive your orders. — You un- 
derstand, i suppose, from this, that eveiy thing is 
fixed on between Donna Marcella and me } 

Olifv. Yes, sir; I understand it perfectly; and it 
gives me infinite pleasure. 

Cctsar, £h ! pleasure ? 

Oliv, Entirely, sir 

Ccesar, Tol-de-rol ! Ah', that wont do — that won't 
do ! You can^t hide it. — You are frightened out of 
your wits at the thoughts of a mother-in4aw ; espe- 
cially a young, gay, handsome one. 

OHv, rardon me, sir ; the thought of a mother-in- 
law was indeed disagreea'ble ; but her being young 

and gay qualifies it. 1 hope, ma'am, you'll give us 

MlSy and the most spirited parties. You can't think 
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bow Stupid we have been. — My dear &ther kates 
those things ; but I hope now — 

Casar, Hey ! hey I hey ! what's the meaning of all 
this ? Why, Hussy, don't you know youll have no 
apartment but the garret? 

Olifv, That will benefit my complexion, sir, by 
mending my health, Tis charming to sleep in an 
elevated situation. 
. QtMr, Here! here's an obstinate perverse slut! 

OHv. Bless me, sir, are you angry that I look for- 
ward to your marriage without murmuring i 

Casar. Yes, I am — yes, I am ; yon ought to mur^ 
mur ; and you ought to— to — to 

OlvD, Dear me ! I find love, taken up late in life, 
has a bad effect on the temper. — I wish, my dear 
papa, you had felt the influence of Donna Marcella's 
charms somewhat sooner. 

Ccuar. You do! you do! why this must be aH^put 
on. — ^This can't be real. 

0/tv. Indeed, indeed^it is ; and I protest, your en- 
gagement with this lady has given me more pleasure 
than I have tasted ever since you began to tease me 
about a husband. You seemed determined to have a 
marriage in the family ; and I hope, now, I shall live 
in quiet, with my dear, sweet, young mother-in-law. 

Casar. Ob, oh ! [Walking about,] Was there ever — 
She doesn't care for a mother-in-law !— Can't frighten 
her! 

Oliv, Sure, my fate is very peculiar; that being 
pleased with your choice, and submitting, virith hum- 
ble duty, to your will, should be the cause of offence. 

Cttaar, Hussy ! I don't want you to be pleased 
with my choice — 1 don't want you to submit with 
bumble duty to my will. — Where 1 do want you to 
submit, you rebel: you are a — you ar e But I'll 
mortify that wayward spirit, yet. 

[Eseit Don Cjesar and Margella. 

Mm. W«ll| really , my master is in a piteous pas* 
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•ion ;' he seems more angry at your liking his mar- 
riage, than at your refusing to be married yourselL-^ 
Wouldn't it have been better, madam, to have affected 
discontent ! 

OUv. To what purpose, but to lay myself open to 
fresh solicitations, in order to get rid of the evil I 
pretended to dread ? Bless us ! nothing can be more 
easy than for my father to be gratified, if he were but 
lucky in the choice of a lover. 
Mm. As much as to say, madam, that there is~* 
0/fv. Why, yes, as much as to say — I see you arc 
ffesolved to have my secret, Minette, and so — 

Enter Servant. 

Serv. There is a gentleman at the door, madam» 
called Don Julio de Melessina. — He waits on you 
from Don Vincentio. / 

(Mo. Who ? Don Julio ! it cannot be — ^art thou 
sure of his name ? 

Serv. The servant repeated it twice. — He is in a 
fine carriage, and seems to be a nobleman. 

Olio. Conduct him hither. [£ii^ Sbrvamt.] lam 
astonished f I cannot see him ! I would not have him 
know the incognita to be Olivia, for worlds ! — ^There 
is but one way, [Aside.] Minette, ask no questions ; 
but do as I order you. — Receive Don Julio in my 
name; call yourself the heiress of Don Caesar; and 
on no account suffer him to believe that you are any 
thing else. [Exit. 

Min. So, then, this is some new lover she is deter- 
mined to disgust ; and fancies, that making me pass 
for her, will complete it. Perhaps, her ladyship may 
be mistaken, though. — [Looking through the Wing.] — 
Upon my word, a sweet man ! Oh, lud ! my heart 
beats with the very idea of his making love to me, 
even though he takes me for another! Stay! I 
think he shan't find me here — Standing in the middle 
#f a room gives one's appearance no effect — I'U enter 
1 
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enter upon him with an easy swim, or an engaging 
trip, or a — something that shall strike— >the first 
glance is every thing, [Exit, 

Enter Don J VLiOy preceded by a Servant, tcho 

retiret. 

JuUo. Not here ! The ridiculous dispute between 
Oarcia and Vincentio, gives me irresistible curiosity; 
though, if she is the character Garcia describes, I 
expect to be cuffed for my impertinence. — Here she 
comes! — ^A pretty, little, smiling girl, 'faith, for a. 
vixen ! 

Enter Minstt£, very affectedly, 

Min. Sir, your most obedient humble servant—^ 
You are Don Julio de Melessina. I am extremely 
glad to see you, sir. 

Julio, [Aiide^ A very courteous reception !-*You 
honour me infinitely, madam ^ I must apologize for 
waiting on you without a better introduction. — Don 
Vinccntio promised to attend me; but a concert 
called him to another part of the town, at the mo- 
ment I prepared to come hither. 

Min. A concert — ^Yes, sir, he is very fond of 
music. 

Jtt/to. He is, madam: — You, I suppose, have a 
passion for that charming science } 
Min. Oh, yes, I love it mightily. 
Julio, [Aside.] This is lucky ! I think I have heard, 
Donna Olivia, that your taste that way is peculiar ; 

you are fond of a 'faith, I can hardly speak it, 

[Aside.]— of a Jew's harp. [Smothering a Laughi 

Min. A Jew's harp! Mercy! What, do you think I 
person of my birth and figure, can have such fancies 

as that? No, sir, I love fiddles, French horns, 

labors, and all the cheerful, noisy instruments in the 

world. t 

Jtdio. [Aside.] Vincentio must have been mad ; 

G 
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and I as mad as him to meation it. Then you are 
fond of concerts, madam ? 

Min, Dote on them ! 1 wish he'd oif6r me a ticket. 

[Aside. 

Julio. [Aside.] Vincentio is clearly wrong. — Now 
to prove how far the other was right, in supposing 
her a vixen. 

Min. There is a grand puhlic concert, sir, to be 
to-morrow. Pray, do you go ? 

Julio. I believe I shall have that pleasure, madam. 

Min. My father, Don Csesar, won't let me pur- 
chase a ticket : I think it's very hard. 

Julio. Pardon me — I think it's perfectly right. 

Min. Right ! what to refuse me a trifling expense, 
that would procure me a great pleasure ? 

JuHo. Yes, doubtless — the ladies are too fond of 
pleasure : I think Don Csesar is exemplary.- 

Min. Lord, sir! you'd think it very hard, if you 
were me, to be locked up all your life; and know no- 
thing of the world but what you could catch through 
the bars of your balcony. 

Julio. Perhaps I might ; but, as a man, I am con- 
vinced 'tis right. Daughters and wives should be 
equally exclude d those destructive haunts of dissi- 
pation. — Let them keep to their embroidery, nor ever 
presume to show their faces but at their own fire- 
sides.— This will bring out the Xantippe^ surely ! 

[Aside, 

Min. Well, sir, I don't know — to be sure, home, as 
.you say, is the fittest place for women. For my part, 
I could live for ever at home. I am determined he 
shall have his way ; who knows what may happen I 

[Aside. 

JuUo. [Aside.] By all the powers of caprice, Garcia 
is as wrong as the other ! 

Min. I delight in nothing so much as in sitting by 
my father, and hearing his talcs of old times; and I 
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r«ncy, when I have a husband, I shall be more happy 
to sit and listen to his stories of present times. 

Jttlio. Perhaps, your husband, foir lady, might not 

lye inclined so to amuse you. Men ha^ a thousand 

d.elights that call them abroad; and, prohably, 

your chief amusements- would be counting the 

hours of his absence, and giving a tear to each aj& it 

passed. 

Min. Well, he should never see them, however. I 

'would always smile when he entered ; and if he found 

my eyes red, Vd say, I bad been weeping over the 

bistory of the unfortunate damsel, whose true love 

bung himself at sea, and appeared to her afterwards 

in a wet jacket — Sure, this will do ! [Aside. 

JmUo. 1 am every moment more astonished. Pray, 

madam, permit me a question. — Are you, really — ^yet 

I cannot doubt it — are you, really. Donna Olivia, 

the daughter of Don Cesar, to whom Don Garcia 

and Don Vincehtio, had Utely the honour of paying 

their addresses ? 

itftri. Am I Donna Olivia I ha! ha! ha! what a 
question ! Pray, sir, is this my Other's house ? — Ara 
you Don Julio f 

Julio. I beg your pardon ; but, to confess, I had 
heard you described as a lady who had not quite so 

much sweetness, and 

Min. Oh 1 what, you had heard that I was a ter« 
magant, I suppose. — ^Tis all slander, sir : there is not 
in Madrid, though I say it, a sweeter temper than 
my own; and though 1 have refused a good many 
lovers, yet, if one was to offer himself that I could 
like- 

Julio» You would take pity, and reward his pas- 
sion. 
Min. I would. 

JmUo. Lovely Donna Olivia, how charming is 
this frankness !— Tis a little odd, though ! [Aside. 

g2 
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Min. Why, I believe I should take .pity: for it al- 
ways seemed to me to be very hard-hearted, to be 
cruel to a lover that one likes, because, in that case, 
one should — a — ^you know, sir, the sooner the affair 
is over, the better for both parties. 

JtUio, What the deuce does she mean? — Is this 
Garcia's sour fruit ? 

Ccesar. [IVitkout.] Olivia ! Olivia ! 

Min, Bless me, 1 hear my father! Now, sir, I 
have a particular fancy that you should not tell him, 
in this first visit, your design. 

Julio, Madam, my design ! 

Mia. Yes, that you will not speak out, till we have 
had a little further conversation, which Fll take care 
to give you an opportunity for very isoon. — Hell be 
here in a moment : now, pray, Don Julio, go. If he 
should meet you, and ask who you arc, you can say, 
that you are — you may say, that you came on a visit 
to my maid, you know. 

Julio. I thank you, madam, [Aloud,] for my dis- 
mission, [jiside.] I never was in such a peril in my 
life. I believe she has a license in her pocket, a 
priest in her closet, and the ceremony by heart. 

[Exit. 
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ACT THE FIFTH. 



SCENB I« 



DoK Ca&los's. 

Don Carlos discffoered writing. 

Car., \Tearing Taper ^ and rising,] It is in vain ! — 
Language cannot furnish me witii terms, to soften to 
Victoria the horrid transaction. Could she see the 
compunctions of my soul, her gentle heart would 
pity me. But what then ? — She*s ruined ! my chil- 
dren are undone ! Oh ! the artifices of one base wo- 
man, and my villany to another most amiable one, 
has made me unfit to live. 1 am a wretch, who 
ought to be i)lotted from society. 

Enter Pedro, hastily. 

Fed, Sir — sir! 

Car. Well! 

Ped. Sir, I have just met Don Florio ; he asked if 
my mistress was at home; so I guesses he is going to 
our house, and so. I run to let you know — for I loves 
to keep my promises, though I am deadly afraid of 
some miscnief. 

Car, You have done well. — Go home, and wait for 
me at the door, and admit me without noise. [Exit 
p£DR0.] At least, then, I shjall have the pleasure of 
revenge; Til punish that harlot, by sacrificing her 
paramour in her arms; and then — Oh ! {Exit. 

o3 
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SCENE II. 



DONKA LaVEaV 



Enter Lavrai xdM precipitatiottf followed by 

Victoria. 

Laura. *Th his caiTiage ! — How successful was my 
letter ! This, my Florio, is a most important mo- 
ment. 

Vict, It is, indeed; and 1 will leave you to make 
every advantage of it. If I am present, I must wit- 
ness condescensions from you, that I shall not be able 
to bear, though I know them to be but affected. — 
Now, Gasper, [Aside.] play thy part well, and save 
Victoria ! [Exit, 

Enter Gasper, dressed as an 0I4 Beau; txvo Ser- 
vants yb//aw ktm^ and take ojf a rich Cloak. 

Gasp. Take my cloak ; and, d'ye hear, Ricardo, 
go home and bring the eider-down cushions for the 
coach, and tell the fellow not to hurry me post 
through the streets of Madrid. [Exeuitr Servants.] 
I have been jolted from side to side, like a pippin in 
a mill stream. Drive a man of my rank, as he would 
a city vintner and his fat wife, going to a bull fight! 
Ha, there she is ! [Looking through a Glass^ suspended 
by a red Ribbon!] — there she is ! Charming Donna 
Laura ! let me thus at the shrine of your beauty — 
[Makes an effort to kneel, and falls on his Face; Laura 
assists him to rise.] Fie, fie, those new shoes ! — they 
have made me skate all day, like a Dutchnoan on a 
canal ; and now — Well, you see how profound my 
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adoration is, madam. Common lovers kneel ; I was 
prostrate. 

Laura. You do me infinite honour. Disgustful 

wretch ! — You are thinner than you were,- Don Sancho: 
I protest, now I observe you, you are much altered ! 

Gasp. Ay, madam — fretting. Your absence threw 
me into a fever, and that destroyed my bloom : — ^You 
see, I look almost a middle-aged man, now. 

Laura. Ko, really ; far from it, I assure you. 
The fop is as wrinkled as a baboon ! [Asidcm 

Gasp. Then jealousy — that gave me a jaundice. — 
My niece's husband, I hear, Don Carlos, has been my 
happy rival. ' Oh, my blade will hardly keep in its 
scabbard, when I think of him. 

Laura. Think no more of him — he has been long 
banished my thoughts, be assured. I wonder you 
gave your niece to him, with such a fortune. 

Gasp. Gave! she gave herself; and, as to fortune, 
she had not a pistole from me. 

Laura. Twas, indeed, unnecessary, with so £ne an 
estate as she had in Leon. 

Gasp. My niece an estate in Leon ! Not enough 
(o give shelter to a field mouse ; and if he has told 
you so, he is a braggart. 

Laura. Told me so — I have the writings ; he has 
made over the lands to me. 

Gasp. Made over the lands to you ! — Oh, a de- 
ceiver ! I begin to suspect a plot. Pray let me see 
this extraordinary deed. \She runs to a Cabinet.] A 
plot, I'll be sworn ! 

Laura. Here is the deed which made that estate 
mine for ever. No, sir, I will intrust it in no hand 
but my own. Yet look over me, and read the de- 
scription of the lands. 

Gasp, [Reading through his Glass,"] H — m — m — : 
In the vicinage of' RosalvOf bounded on the west by the 
rixer'-'-'^k — m^m^ on the cast by the forest Oh, 
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an artful dog ! I need read no further; I see how the 
thing is. 

Laura. How, sir! — but hold Stay a moment — 

I am breathless with fear. 

Goip, Nay, madam, don't be afraid ! Tls my es- 
tate —that's all ; the very castle where I was bom ; 
and which I never did, nor ever will, bestow on any 
Don in the two Castiles. Dissembling rogue ! Bribe 
you with a fictitious title to my estate — ^ha! ha ! ha! 

Laura. [Aside.] Curses follow him ! The villain I 
employed, must have been his creature; his reluct- 
ance all art ; and, whibt I believed myself undoing 
him, was duped myself! 

Gasp. Could you suppose I'd give Carlos such ao 
estate for running away with my niece? No, no ! — 
the vineyards, and the com fields, and the woods of 
Rosalva, are not for him. — I've somebody else in my 
^ye — in my eye, observe me — to give those to: — 
Can't you guess who it is? 

Laura. No, indeed ! — He gives me a glimmering 
that saves me from despair ! [Aside. 

Gasp. I won't tell you, unless youll bribe me — I 
won't indeed. [Kisses her Cheek.] There, now 111 tdl 
you — they are all for you. Yes, this estate, to which 
you have taken such a fancy, shall be yours. — ^£11 
give you the deeds, if youll promise to love me, you 
little, cruel thing ! 

Laura. Can you be serious ? 

Gasp, I'll sign and seal to-morrow. 

Laura. Noble Don Sancho ! Thus then I annihi- 
late the proof of his perfidy, and my weakness. — 
Thus I tear to atoms his detested name ; and as I 
tread on these, so would I on his heart. 

Enter Victoria. 

Vict. My children then are saved ! [In transport. 
Laura. [Apart.] Oh, Florio^ 'tis as thou 8ai(bt— 
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Carlos was a villaioy and deceived me. — Why this 
strange air ? Ah, I see the cause — ^you think mc 
mined, and will abandon me. Yes, I see it in thy 
averted face; thou dar'st not meet my eyes. If I 
misjudge thee^ speak ! 

Vict. Laura, 1 cannot speak. — You little gueis the 
emotions of my heart. — Heaven knows, 1 pity you ! 

Laura, Pity 1 Oh, villain ! and has thy love al- 
ready snatched the form of pity ? Base, deceitful—— 

Car* IfFithout,] Stand off, loose your weak hold ; 
Tm come for vengeance ! 

Enter Carlos 

Where is this youth ? Where is the blooming rival, 
lor whom 1 have been betrayed ? Hold me not, base 
woman ! In vain the stripling flies me ; for, by Hea< 
ven, my sword shall in his bosom write its master^s 
wrongs ! 

[Victoria ^r«^ goes towards tite Flaty then re- 

tumSy takes ojf her Hat^ and drops on one 

Knee. 
Vkt. Strike, strike it here ! Plunge it deep into 
that bosom, already wounded by a thousand stabs, 
keener and more painful than your sword can give. — 
Here lives all the gnawing anguish of love betrayed ; 
here live the pangs of disappointed hopes, hopes sanc- 
tified by holiest vuws, which have been written in 

the book of Heaven.— Hah ! he sinks. [She^s 

to A»f».] — Oh ! my Carlos ! my beloved ! my husband ! 
^rgive my too severe reproaches ; thou art dear, yet 
dear as ever, to Victoria s heart ! 
. Car. [Reamering.] Oh, you know not what you 
do — ^you know not what you are. Oh, Victoria, thou 
art a b^gar ! 

Vict* No, we are rich, we are happy ! See there, 
the fragments of that fatal deed^ whicb^ had I not re- 
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covered, ve had been indeed undone $ yet still not 
vrretdied, couid my Carlos think so ! 

Car. The fragments of the deed ! the deed which 

that base woman 

Vict. Speak not so harshly. To you, madam, I 

fear, I seem reprehensible ; yet, when you consider 
my duties as a wife and mother, you will forgive me. 
— Be not afraid of poverty — a woman has deceived, 
but she will not desert you ! 

Laura, Is this real ? Can I be awake } 
Vict, Oh, may^st thou indeed awake to virtue ! — 
You have talents that might grace the highest of our 
sex ; be no longer unjust to such precious gifts, by 
burying them in dishonour. — Virtue b our first, most 
awful duty ; bow, Laura I bow before her throne, and 
mourn in ceaseless tears, that ever you forgot her 
heavenly precepts ! 

Laura. So, by a smooth speech about virtue, yon 
think to coyer the injuries I sustain. Vile, insinu- 
ating monster ! — but thou knowest me not. — Revenge 
is sweeter to my heart than love ; and if there is a law 
in Spain to gratify that passion, your virtue shall 
have another field for exercise. [Exit. 

Car. [Turning towardsVicTOTiiA,'] My hated rival, 
and my charming wife! How many sweet mysteries 
have you to unfold ?——-CMi, Victoria! my soul 
thanks thee, but I dare not yet say I love thee, till 
ten thousand acts of watchful tenderness, have proved 
how deep the sentiment's engraved. 

Vict. Can it be true that I have been unhappy? — 
But the mysteries, my Carlos, are already explain^ 

to you — Gasper's resemblance to my uncle 

Gasp, Yes, sir, I was always apt at resemblances — 

In our plays at home, I am always Queen Cleopatra 

— You know she was but a gipsey queen, and I hits 

her off to, a nicety. 

Cap. Come, my Victoria Oh, there is a pdofol 
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pleasure in my bosom — To gase on thee, to listen to, 
and to love thee, seems like the bliss of angels' cheer- 
ing whbpers to repentant sinners. 

[Exeunt Carlos and Victoria. 

Gasp, Lord help 'em ! how easily the women are 

taken in! {ExU. 



SCBVB ill. 



Tkc Prado. 



Enter Mikette. 

Jjiitt, Ahy here comes the man at last, after I have 
lieen sauntering in sight of his lodgings these two 
hours. — Now, if my scheme takes, what a happy per- 
son I shall be ! and sure, as 1 was Donna Olivia to- 
day, to please my lady, I may be Donna Olivia to- 
night, to please myself. Ill address him as the maid 
of a lady who has taken a fancy to him, then convey 
him to our house-^then retire, and then come in 
again, and, with a vast deal of confusion, confess I 
sent my maid for him. If he should dislike my for- 
wardness, the censure will fall on my lady ; if ha 
should be pleased with my person, the advantage will 
be mine. But perhaps he's come here on some wick* 
ed frolic or other. — 111 watch him at a distance be- 
fore I speak. [Exit. 

Enter Don Julio, 

JWio. Not here, 'faith ; though she gave me last 
night but a faint refusal, and I had a right, by all the 
rules of gallantry, to construe that into an assent. — 
Then she's a jilt — Hang her, 1 f^^el 1 am uneasy — 
The first woman that ever. gave, me pain* — I am 
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ashamed to perceive that this spot has attractions for 
me, only because it was here I conversed with hen 
Twas here the little syren, conscious of her charms, 
unveiled her fascinating face Twas here — Ha ! 

Enter Don Garcia and Don Vincentio. 

Gar. Ha! Don Julio! 

Julio. Pshaw ! gentlemen, pray be quick. 

Gar, Twas here that Julio, leaving champaigne^ 
untasted, and songis of gallantry unsung, caine to talk 
to the whistling branches. 

Vin. Twas here that Julio, flying from the young 
and gay, was found in doleful meditation — [Altering 
his Tone.] — on a wench, for a hundred ducats ! 

Gar. Who is she? 

Julio. Not Donna Olivia, gentlemen ; not Donna 
Olivia. 

Gar. We have been seeking you, to ask the event 
of your visit to her. 

JuUo. The event has proved that you have bcea 
most grossly duped. 

Vin. I knew that— Ha ! ha! ha ! 

Julio. And you likewise, / know that — Hal ha! 

]ia I ^The fair lady, so far from being a vixen, is 

the very essence of gentleness. To me, so much 
sweetness in a wife, would be downright maukish. 

Fin. Well, but she's fond of a Jew's harp. 

JuHo. Detests it ; she would be as fond of a jew. 

Gar. Pho, pho ! this is a game at cross purposes ; 
— let us all go to Don Caesar's together, and compare 
opinions on the spot. 

Julio. rU go most willingly — but it will be only to 
cover you boSi with confusion, for being the two mea 
in Spain most easily imposed on. [All going. 

Enter Mikettk^ 

Min. Gentlemen, my lady has sent me for one of 
youy pray which of you is it ? 
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JuUo. [Rftumrng,] Me, without doubt, child. 

Vin, 1 don't know that. 

Gar. Look at me, my dear ; don't you think I am 
the roan? 

Mm, Let me see — a good air, and well made — ^you 
are the man for a dancer. [To Garcia.] Well 
dressed, and nicely put out of hands — -you are the 
man for a bandbox. [To Vincentio.J — Handsome 
and bold — ^you are the man for my lady. 

' [To Julio. 

Jtilio. My dear little Iris, here's all the gold in my 
.pocket. — Gentlemen, 1 wish you a good night — I am 

.your very obedient, bumble 

[Stalking by them, with his Arm round Mikette. 

Gar. Pho ; pr'ythee, don't be a fool. Are we not 
going to Donna Olivia ? 

Jt^. Donna Olivia, must wait, my dear boy ; we 
can decide about her to-morrow. Come along, my 
little dove of Venus ! [Exit. 

Gar. What a rash fellow it is ! ten to one but this 
.13 some common business, and he'll be robbed and 
murdered — they take him for a stranger. 

Vin, Let's follow, and see where she leads him. 

Gar. That's hardly fair : however, as I think there^s 
danger, we will follow, [Exit^ 



HCENS IV. 



Do9 Casar's. 



Enter Mikette and Don Julio. 

A/m. There, sir, please to sit down, till my lady is 
ready to wait on you-— she won't be long— p— -I'm sur« 
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she's out, and I may dp great things before she re- 
turns. [Asick' — Exit. 
Julio. Through fifty back lanes, a long garden, and 
a narrow staircase, into a superb apartment — ^ali 
that's in the regular way ; as the Spanish women ma- 
nage it, one intrigue is too much like another. If It 
was not now and then for the little livejy fillip of a 
jealous husband or brother, which obliges one to 
leap from a window, or crawl, like a cat, along the 
gutters, there would be no bearing the ennui. Ah ! 
ah ! but this promises novelty ; [Looking through the 
WingA ^ young girl and an old man — wife or daugh- 
ter ? They are coming this way. My lovely incogs 
nita, by all that's propitious! Why did not some kind 
spirit whisper to me my happiness? but hold — ^she 
can't mean to treat the old gentleman with a sight qf 
me., [Goes behind the Sofa, 

Enter Don C^sar and Olivia. 

Casar, No, no, madam, no going out — There, ma- 
dam, this is your apartment, your house, your gar- 
den, your assembly, till you go to your convent. 
Why, how impudent you are, to look thus uncon- 
cerned ! — Can hardly forbear laughing in my face !—» 
.Very well — very well ! 

[Exit, double locking the Door. 

Oliv, Ha! ha ! ha ! I'll be even with you, my dear 
father, if you treble lock it. FU stay here two days, 
without once asking for my liberty, and youll come 
the third, with tears in your eyes, to take me out- 
He has forgot the door leading to the garden — but I 
vow I'll stay, [Sitting dovm,] I can make the time 
pass pleasantly enough. 

Julio. I hope so. 

[Looking over the Back of the Sofa, 

Oliv. Heaven and earth ! 

Julio. My dear creature, why are you so alarmed ? 
am I here before you expected me? . [Coming rjound^ 
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Oliv, Expected you ! 

Julio, Oh, this pretty surprise ! Come, let us sit 
down ; I think yojur father was very obliging to lock 
, us in together. 

Olvo. Sir ! sir ! my father ! , [Calling at the Do9r. 

Coesar. [Without.] Ay, 'tis all in vain — I won't 
come near you. There you are, and there you may 
stay. — I shan't return, make as much noise as you 
will. 

Julio, Why, are you not ashamed that your father 
has so much more consideration for your guest than 
you have ? 

Oliv, My guest! how is it possible he can have 
discovered me ? 

Julio. Pho \ This is carrying the thing further than 
you need — if there was a third person here, it might 
be prudent. 

OUv, Why, this assurance, Don Julio, is really — 

Julio, The thing in the world you are most ready 
to pardon. 

Oliv. Upon my word, I don't know how to treat 
you. 

Julio* Consult your heart ! 

Oliv. I shall consult my honour. 

Julio, Honour is a pretty thing to play with, but 
when spoken with that very grave face, after having 
sent your maid to bring me here, is really more than 
I expected. I shall be in an ill humour presently — 
I won't stay if you treat me thus. 
. Oho, Well, this is superior to every thing 1 I have 
heard that ipen will slander women privately to each 
ether ; 'tis their common amusement ; but to do it to 
one's face ! — and you really pretend that I sent for 
you? 

JuUo. Ha ! ha ! ha ! Well, if it obliges you, I will 
pretend that you did not send for me ; that your maid 
did not conduct me hithef ; nay, that I have not now 
the supreme happiness — [Catching her in hi$ Artm^ 

H 3 
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Enter Mikette ; she screams^ and runs out. 

Julio. Donna Olivia de Zuniga ! how the devil 
came she here ? 

Oliv. Inside,] That's lucky ! Olivia, my dear friend^ 
"why do you run away ? Keep the character, I charge 
you. [Apart to Minette.] Be still Olivia. 

Min» Oh ! dear madam ! I was — I was so frighten* 
ed when I saw that gentleman. 

Oliv. Oh, my dear, it's the merriest pretty kind of 
gentleman in the world ; he pretends that I sent my 
maid for him into the streets, ha ! ha ! 

Julio. That's right ; always tell a thing yourself, 
which you would not have believed. 

Min. It is the readiest excuse for being found in a 
lady's apartment, however. Now will I swear I know 
nothing of the matter. [Jside^ 

OHv. Now, I think it a horrid poor excuse ; he has 
eertainly not had occasion to invent reasons for such 
iro pertinencies often. Tell me that he has made love 
to you to-day. [Apart* 

Min, I fancy that he has had occasion to excuse 
im pertinencies often ; his impertinence to me to- 
day 

Jnlio. To you, madam } 

Min. Making love to me, my dear, all the morning 
• — could hardly get him away, he was so desirous to 
speak to my father. Nay, sir, I don't care for your 
impatience. 

Julio, [Aside^ Now would I give a thousand pis- 
toled if she were a man ! 

Oliv. Nay, then, this accidental meeting is fortu- 
nate — pray, Dbn Julio, don't let my presence prevent 
your saying what you think proper to my friend- 
shall I leave you together ? 

Julio. [Apart.] To contradict a lady on such an 
assertion would be too gross ; but, upon my honour. 
Donna Olivia is the last woman upon earth who 
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could inspire me with a tender idea. Find an ex- 
cuse to send her away, my angel, I entreat you: I 
have a thousand things to say, and the moments are 
too precious to be given to her. 

Oliv. I think so too, but one can't be rude, you 
know. Come, my dear, sit down, [Seating herself.] 
have you brought your work ? 

Julio. The devil ! what can she mean ? [Pushing 
himself between MiNEtT^ and the Sofa.] Donna Olivia, 
I am sorry to inform you that my physician has just 
been sent for to your father, Don Caesar. — The poor 
gentleman was seized with a vertigo. 

Oiiv. Vertigoes ! Oh, he has them frequently, you 

^nO^; [To MiNETTE. 

Min. Yes, and they always keep me from his sight. 

Julio. Did ever one woman prevent another from 
leaving her at such a moment before? I really, ma- 
dam, cannot comprehend 

Casar. [H^ithout.] It is impossible^m possible, 
gentlemen ! Don Julio cannot be here. 

Julia. Hah ! who's that } 

Enter Don Cjesar, Don Garcia, and Don 

ViNCENTIO. 

Gar. There! did we not tell you so? we saw him 
enter the garden. 

Ccesar. What can be the meaning of all this? A 
man in my daughter's apartment ! 

[Attempting to draw. 

Gar. Hold, sir ! Don Julio is of the first rank in 
Spain, and will unquestionably be able to satisfy 
your honour, without troubling your sword. — We 
have done mischief, Vincentio ! [Apart. 

Julio. [To Olivia.] They have been cursedly im- 
pertinent ! but ril bring you off, never fear, by pre- 
tending a passion for your busy friend, there. 

Cossar. Satisfy me then in a moment; speak, one of 
you* 

h3 
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Julio. I came here, sir, by the merest accident.-^ 
The' garden door was open, curiosity led me to this 
apartment. — Yon came in a moment after, and very 
civilly locked me in with your daughter. 

Cctsar. Locked you in ! why, then, did you not, 
like a man of honour, cry out? 

Julio. The lady cried out, sir, and you told her 
you would not return ; but when Donna Olivia de 
Zuniga entered, for whom I have conceived a most 
violent passion 

Cctsar. A passion for her! Oh, let me hear no 
more on't. — A passion for her! You may as well en- 
tertain a passion for the untameable hyaena. 

Gar. There, Vincentio, what think you now? 
Xantippe or not? 

Vin, I am afraid I must give up that — ^but pray 
support me as to this point, Don Cassar; is not the 
lady fond of a Jew's harp ! 

(Jasar. Fond ! she's fond of nothing, but playing 
the vixen; there is not such a fury upon earth ! 

Julio. These are odd liberties, with a person who 
does not belong him. 

Ccesar. Til play the hypocrite for her no more ; the 
world shall know her true character, they shall know 
but ask her maid there. 

Julio. Her maid ! 

Min, Why, yes, sir; to say truth, I am but Donna 
Olivia^ maid, after all. 

Oliv. [jipart.} Dear Minette ! speak for me, or I 
am now ruined, 

Min. I will, ma'am. — I must confess, sir, [Going 
up to Julio.] ihere never was so bitter a tempertd 
creature, as my lady is. 1 have borne hot humours 
for two years; I have seen her by night and by 
day. [Olivia pulls her Sleeve^ impatiently^ I will, 
I will ! [7b Olivia.] and this I am sure, that if you 
marry her, you'll rue the day every hour the first 
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month; an^ hang yourself the next. There, madara, 
1 have done it roundly now. 

Oliv, I am undone — I am caught in my own snare ! 

[Aside, 

Cctsar, After this true character of my daughter, I 
suppose, signor, we shall hear no more of your pas- 
sion ; so let us go down, and leave madam to begin 
her penance. 

Julio, My ideas are totally confused. — You Donna 
Olivia de Zuniga, and the person I thought you, her 
maid! something too flattering darts across my mind. 

Ccesar. If you have taken a fancy to her maid, 1 
have nothing farther to say ; but as to that violent 
creature 

Julio, Oh, do not profane her. — ^Where is that 
spirit which you tell me of? Is it that which speaks 
in modest, conscious blushes on her cheeks ? Is it that 
iwhich bends her lovely eyes to earth ? 

Ccesar, Ay, she's only bending them to earth, con- 
sidering how to afflict me with some new obstinacy — 
she'll break out like a tygress in a moment. 

Julio, It cannot be — are you, charming woman I 
such a creature ? 

Oliv, Yes, to b\\ mankind — but one. 

[Lookif^ down. 

Julio, But one ! Oh, might that excepted one, be 
me ! 

Oliv, Would you not fear to trust your fate with 
her, you have cause to think so hateful ? 

Julio, No, Fd bless the hour that bound my fate 
to her's — permit me, sir, to pay my vows to this fair 
vixen. 

Ccesar* What, are you such a bold man as that ? — 
Pho ! but if you are, 'twill be only lost time — she'll 
- contrive, some way or other, to return your vowi 
upon your hands. 

Oliv. If they have your authority, sir, I will return 
them— only with my own. 
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Casar. What's that ! what did she say? my head is- 
giddy with surprise. 

Julio. And mine with rapture. [Catching her Hand. 

Casar, Don't make a fool of me, Olivia. — Wil't 
marry him ? 

O/tv. When you command me, sir. . ' 

Ccesar, My dear Don Julio, thou art my guardian 
angel — shall I have a son-in-law at last? Garcia, 
Vincentio, could you have thought it ? 

Gar. No, sir ; if we had, we should have saved 
that lady much trouble; 'tis pretty clear now, why 
she was a vixen. 

Vin. Yes, yes, 'tis clear enough, and I beg your 
pardon, madam, for the share of trouble I gave you ; 
but pray, have the goodness to tell me, sincerely, 
what do you think of a crash ? 

OHv. I love music, Don Vincentio, I admire your 
skill, and whenever you'll give me a concert, I shall 
be obliged. 

Vin* You could not have pleased me so well, if 
you had married me. 

Enter Don Carlos and Victoria. 

Oliv. Hah ! here comes Victoria and her Carlos. 
My friend, you are happy — ^'tis in your eyes ; I need 
not ask the event. 

Ccesar, What, is this Don Carlos, whom Victoria 
gave us for a cousin ? Sir, you come in happy hour! 

Car, I do indeed, for 1 am most happy. 
• Julio. My dear Carlos, what has new made thee 
dius, this morning? 

Car. A wife ! Marry, Julio, marry ! 

Jidio. What ! this advice from you? 
. Car. Yes ; and when you have married an angel, 
when that angeL has done for you such things, as 
makes your gratitude almost equal to your love, you 
may then guess something of what I feel, in calling 
this angel mine. 
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Olh. Now, I trust, Don Julio, after all this, that 
if I should do you the honour of my hand, you'll 
treat me cruelly, be a very b^d man, that I, like my 
exemplary cousin 

Vict. Hold, Olivia ! it is not necessary that a hus- 
band should be faulty, to make a wife's character ex* 
emplary. — Should he be tenderly watchful of your 
happiness, your gratitude will give a thousand graces 
to your conduct ; whilst the purity of your manners, 
and the nice honour of your life, will gain you the 
approbation of those, "Vrhose praise is fame. 

Oliv. Pretty and matronly ! thank you, my dear. 
We have each struck a bold stroke to-day : — your's 
has been to reclaim a husband, mine to get one; but 
the most important is yet to be obtained — the appro- 
bation of our judges. 

That meed withheld, our labours have been vain; 
Pointless my jests, and doubly keen your pain ; 
Might we their plaudits, and their praise provoke^ 
Our bold should then be term'd, a happi/i stroke. 



THE END. 



